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Mann and his
meaningful

messages

How Anti-Democratic Propaganda is Taking Over the World
Autocrats from Beijing to Moscow are spreading their toxic

ideology in more parts of the globe than ever before. And

they’re much more sophisticated than you think.
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A 39-year-old Sikh man in the US
has been shot and wounded outside his
home by an unidentified person who shouted
“go back to your own country”, just days
after an Indian engineer was killed in a hate
crime shooting.The Sikh man was working
on his vehicle outside his home in Kent,
Washington, on Friday when he was
approached by a stranger, who walked up
to the driveway, the Seattle Times reported.

Kent police said an argument broke
out between the two men, with the victim
saying the suspect made statements to the
effect of “go back to your own country”. The
unidentified man then shot him in the arm.

The Sikh man, who has not been
named, described the shooter as a six-foot-
tall white man, wearing a mask covering the
lower half of his face. Kent police are looking
for the gunman. Kent Police Chief Ken
Thomas said while the Sikh man sustained
“non life-threatening injuries”, they are
“treating this as a very serious incident”.Kent
police have launched an investigation into
the case and reached out to the FBI and
other law enforcement agencies, the report
said. “We’re early on in our investigation,”
Thomas said. Kent Police Commander
Jarod Kasner said the incident is getting
attention from the Sikh community and
others. (Contd on page 22)

US: Attacker Yells ‘Go
Back To Your Country’

Before Shooting Sikh Man

US suspends expedited
processing of H-1B visas
The US is temporarily suspending

expedited processing of H-1B visas,
eliminating the option of shorter wait
times for the program that helps highly
skilled foreigners work at US
companies.

Under the current system,
companies submitting applications for
H-1B visas for potential employees can
pay extra for expedited processing,
which is referred to as premium
processing.Premium processing costs
an additional $1,225 and ensures a
response from the US Citizenship and
Immigration Services in 15 days or the
fee is refunded. Processing of standard
H-1B applications — those that are not
premium — takes between three to six
months.

The suspension is effective April 3,

and could last up to six months,
according to USCIS.

The change comes as President
Donald Trump is said to be drafting a
new version of his court-halted executive
order that banned travelers from seven
Muslim-majority countries from entering
the US.                (Contd on page 22)

‘Authentic’
Fake On Sale

Websites facilitate degrees.
Busted, the racketeers regroup.

The Intermediate Council of
Schooling Education sounds very
much like a genuine board
examination. In fact, its acronym
ICSE can be easily confused with
the Indian Certificate of Secondary
Education—the Class X exams held
by the Council for the Indian School
Certificate Examinations.

(Contd on page 23)
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Amicus Curious?
We’ve heard of fake encounters, but fake lawyers? There are lakhs of them,

duping clients and even judges with court craft, black coats and a smattering of
legalese. With degrees bought at dubious law colleges, sometimes even without.

This one could be the
shortest legal thriller ever, but with
a Jeffrey Archer twist in the tale.
In early February this year, a
litigant was observing lawyer Ajit
Kar with awe as the latter argued
a brief in front of a magistrate in
Delhi’s Dwarka court. It didn’t
take him long to decide that, in
Kar, he had found the advocate
to replace the one representing
his cousin. Bail had been granted
to an accused in a criminal case,

and they needed a lawyer who
could get it cancelled. Right
afterwards, he struck a deal with
Kar. The alleged scene: a glib Kar
said his speciality was criminal
cases, and he would charge Rs
1 lakh as fees—the litigant paid
up half of that as advance on the
spot, the rest was to be furnished
when the case was settled.

On February 4, when the
litigant went to court for the
hearing as scheduled, ‘lawyer’

Ajit Kar was standing ashen-
faced amongst other lawyers and
bar association members. The
would-be prosecutor had himself
turned into an accused. Kar’s
cover had just been blown: he
was a fake lawyer.

The police say Kar had had a
good run for around seven years
and had perhaps appeared in
some 60 cases. He had first
come to the court in 2010 for a
case and realised to his dismay
that legal fees were very high. Not
much dope exists on the back-
story, except that he had a
dispute in his own family.
Anyway, out of desperation, he
argued his own case—and
decided he had the knack for it.
Realising one could make a good
living from it, Kar would wear a
black coat and approach litigants
to entrust him with power of
attorney and charged them as
much fees as the others.

Other lawyers practising in
Dwarka were in awe of Kar. “He
could argue like a seasoned

senior advocate and knew both
the Indian Penal Code and the
Criminal Procedure Code well,”
says B.S. Jakhar, president,
Dwarka Bar Association. “During
elections, we would ask Kar for
votes and junior lawyers used to
touch his feet in reverence. Pair
chhoote thhe.”

In some cases, Jakhar
claims, Kar even filed a fake
‘vakalatnama’—a kind of power
of attorney through which the
litigant empowers the advocate
to represent him. The advocate
has to file the vakalatnama in the
court where he appears on behalf
of his client. After that formality
was taken care of, Jakhar says,
there was really nothing to stand
in Kar’s way: his knowledge of
the law and arguing skills were
mostly decent enough for him to
pass off as a lawyer in front of a
judge.

And yet, the self-taught
always run the risk of not doing
things in a schooled way—and
can stand out. Another lawyer,

who observed irregularities in
Kar’s arguments, became
curious and asked where his
chambers were. Kar’s answers
were evasive and,  h is
suspicions piqued, the lawyer
t ipped off bar associat ion
members.  They had just
accosted Kar when the first
litigant landed at court. The
latter was persuaded to file a
complaint and Kar was handed
over to the cops. Booked for
fraud, he is now in judicial
custody. His courtroom skills
should come in handy now,
since the lawyers in Dwarka
have decided not to represent
him. But Kar could almost
count  as an amateur
compared to some other
luminaries from his fraternity of
fakes—and it’s a sizeable one,
numerous enough to make up
a whole bar association of
“Munnabhai LLBs”, as Mannan
Kumar Mishra, senior advocate
and Bar Counci l  of  India
chairman, calls them.

Washington

The US-based Sikhs Political

Action Committee (SikhsPAC)

chief has condemned the

shooting incident that resulted

in the death of an Indian

engineer in Kansas, saying

there is a need for Indo-

Americans to unite. “Our first

priority needs to be ensuring

safety and security of every

Indian and Sikh living in the

US,” Gurinder Singh Khalsa,

founder and chairman of the

SikhsPAC said.The

organisation aims to raise

awareness of Sikh culture,

identities and values, promote

diversity through interfaith

dialogue and pave the way for

the community’s involvement in

American pol i t ics. Khalsa

announced to organise the

community nationwide to work

with the states and federal

government to ensure that

Indo-Americans should unite in
face of hate crimes: US Sikh body

Indians and people of Indian

origin no longer become victim

of hate crimes.“While the new

immigration guidel ines

nominally continue the previous

administration’s emphasis on

targeting criminals, there are

significant changes... There is

a lot of uncertainty about the

rules r ight now,” said the

community leader from

Indiana.Khalsa also plans to

travel to Washington DC in the

next few days to meet with

members of the Congress and

the Trump administration about

clari f icat ion on the new

guidelines.“The tragic death of

Srinivas Kuchibhotla in a hate

crime in Kansas is further proof

that xenophobic rhetoric can

and does have consequences...

We all need to work together

to ensure that this type of

violence is never repeated,” he

said.
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US Powerball jackpot grows
to $403m, 10th largest ever

three winning tickets were sold
in Florida, California, and
Tennessee. The game and a
second major US lottery, Mega
Millions, have exceeded $400
million only a few other times.
Powerball tickets are sold in 44
states, as well as Washington,
D.C., Puerto Rico and the US
Virgin Islands. Players can buy
the $2 tickets with their own
numbers or have the numbers
randomly generated by a
computer. Half of Powerball
sales goes to prizes, 40 percent
to state governments for items
such as education and 10
percent to retailers who sell the
tickets and for other
administrative costs.

WASHINGTON
The jackpot in the US lottery
Powerball grew to $403 million
before the drawing on
Wednesday, making it the 10th
largest in the game’s history.
The drawing is scheduled for
10:59 p.m. ET on Wednesday
(0359 GMT on Thursday). The
winner will get annual payments
over 29 years, totaling $403
million, or $243.9 million in a
lump sum payment, before
taxes. The last time a winning
ticket in the jackpot was sold
was on Dec. 17. The odds of
winning the jackpot is 1 in
292,201,338. Powerball’s
jackpot swelled to a record $1.6
billion in January 2016, when

White House Staffer Quits US President
Donald Trump’s Office Over Travel Ban

WASHINGTON
 Hijab-wearing Muslim ex-White
House staffer of Bangladeshi-
origin has said she quit her job
after US President Donald Trump
announced his controversial
travel ban, lasting just eight days
in the new administration.
Rumana Ahmed was hired in
2011 to work at the White House

and eventually the National
Security Council (NSC).
“My job there was to promote and
protect the best of what my
country stands for. I am a hijab-
wearing Muslim woman - I was
the only hijabi in the West Wing
- and the Obama administration
always made me feel welcome
and included,” she wrote in an
article published in The Atlantic.
Ms Ahmed said that like most of
her fellow American-Muslims,

she spent much of 2016
watching with “consternation” as
Mr Trump “vilified our
community”.“Despite this - or
because of it - I thought I should
try to stay on the NSC staff during
the Trump Administration, in
order to give the new president
and his aides a more nuanced
view of Islam, and of America’s

Muslim citizens.“I lasted eight
days. When Trump issued a ban
on travellers from seven Muslim-
majority countries and all Syrian
refugees, I knew I could no longer
stay and work for an
administration that saw me and
people like me not as fellow
citizens, but as a threat,” she
said.Ms Ahmed said the evening
before she left her job at the
White House, she notified Mr
Trump’s senior National Security

Council (NSC) communications
adviser, Michael Anton, of her
decision.“His initial surprise,
asking whether I was leaving
government entirely, was
followed by silence - almost in
caution, not asking why. I told
him anyway,” she wrote.“I told
him I had to leave because it was
an insult walking into this
country’s most historic building
every day under an
administration that is working
against and vilifying everything I
stand for as an American and as
a Muslim,” Ms Ahmed said.
She told Mr Anton that the
administration was attacking the
basic tenets of democracy. She
said Mr Anton just looked at her
and said nothing.Ms Ahmed,
whose parents immigrated to the
US from Bangladesh in 1978,
said inspired by then president
Barack Obama, she joined the
White House in 2011, after
graduating from the George
Washington University.
“The days I spent in the Trump
White House were strange,
appalling and disturbing,” she
wrote.Ms Ahmed’s personal
account comes amid a spike in
incidents of intimidation and
assault targeting hijab-wearing
women across the US following
Mr Trump’s electoral triumph.

Uber Acknowledges 'Greyball' Technology Which Allowed
Drivers To Skirt Law-Enforcement Across The World

Uber has acknowledged

the use of a secret software

program to steer drivers away

from trouble, including sting

operations by local authorities

to catch law-breakers.

In the latest in a streak of

damaging news for  the

ridesharing giant, Uber came

forward about its "Greyball"

software yesterday after a

New York Times report which

said the program aimed to

dece ive author i t ies  in

markets around the world.

Accord ing to  an Uber

statement, the tool was used

in cities where it was not

banned from operating, and

the main intent was to protect

drivers from disruption by

compet i to rs  us ing the

smartphone application to

interfere instead of summon

legitimate rides.

"This program denies ride

requests to fraudulent users

who are violating our terms of

serv ice , "  an Uber

spokesperson said in an email

reply to an AFP inquiry.

"Whether  that 's  peop le

a iming to  phys ica l ly  harm

drivers, competitors looking to

d isrupt  our  operat ions,  or

opponents who collude with

of f ic ia ls  on secret  's t ings '

meant to entrap drivers."

Uber said the program was

used in locations where drivers

feared for their safety, and

"rare ly"  to  avo id  law

enforcement.

The New York Times report,

which said Greyball was used

in several  countr ies,  c i ted

interviews with current and

former  employees whose

names were cloaked.

The report said Greyball was

part of a part of a broader

program created to reveal

people trying to us Uber in

"violation of terms of service"

and had the blessing of the

company's legal team.

According to the report, the

program raised ethical and

potential concerns, and had

been a closely guarded secret

in  Uber 's  too lbox as i t

expanded around the world,

clashing with regulators and

traditional taxi groups.

The "Greyball" disclosure

comes as accusat ions of

s e x i s m ,  c u t - t h r o a t

management,  and a toxic

work environment have Uber

trying to pull i ts image out

o f  a  sk id  as  compet i t ion

revs in the on-demand ride

market.

U b e r  c h i e f  T r a v i s

K a l a n i c k  t h i s  w e e k

apologized, acknowledging

that "I must fundamentally

change  as  a  l eade r  and

g r o w  u p , "  a f t e r  a  v i d e o

s h o w e d  h i m  v e r b a l l y

abus ing  a  d r i ve r  f o r  t he

service.

The inc ident  which

circulated on social media was

another hit for the image of the

global ridesharing giant, which

faces accusations of sexual

harassment and a lawsuit

contending it misappropriated

Google 's  se l f -dr iv ing car

technology.

In  the message to

employees later, Kalanick

wrote  "To say that  I  am

ashamed is  an ex t reme

understatement."

Uber is one of the largest

investor-backed start-ups with

a valuation estimated at USD

68 billion, and has operations

in dozens of countries and

hundreds of cities, even as it

bat t les regulators and an

established taxi industry.

Ka lan ick  a lso faced

criticism for agreeing to be

part of a business advisory

panel for President Donald

Trump, but then quit the panel

amid a campaign by Trump

opponents  to  de le te  the

application.
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Throughout history,
American presidents have
declared it their job to
protect and advance the
interests of the United
States and its citizens.
President Trump has
shoehorned that
w h o l e s o m e ,
uncontroversial idea into a
n a r r o w - m i n d e d ,
exclusionary governing
platform that’s likely to
alienate much of the world
while hurting the very
people whose cause he
claims to uphold.

In his campaign, his
Inaugural Address and,
most recently, his speech
to Congress, Mr. Trump
has proudly embraced the
isolationist “America First”
rallying cry from the 1930s
while rejecting the
internationalism of his
predecessors. He has
disparaged NATO, an
alliance that has helped
keep the peace in Europe
for more than half a century;
cozied up to Russia and its
latter-day czar, Vladimir
Putin; disdained global
solutions to global
problems like climate
change and the surge of
refugees from Syria, Iraq
and elsewhere; and
declared his intention to
upend the international
trading system created by
the United States and its
allies. Nowhere is his
cramped vision more
evident than in his
scapegoating of
unauthorized immigrants
as criminals and his
rejection of the American
ideal of welcoming the
foreign-born.

A GO-IT-ALONE
APPROACH

Of late, Mr. Trump has
seemed to back off from
some of his views, as in his
assertion on Tuesday
evening that “we strongly

President Trump’s Island Mentality

support NATO.” But it is
unclear what that will
mean in practice,
especially since Defense
Secretary Jim Mattis
repeated Mr. Trump’s
threat to “moderate”
America’s commitments to
NATO if the allies don’t
pony up more for defense.

In one breath Mr. Trump
tells Congress, “Our allies
will find that America is
once again ready to lead”;
minutes later, he says:
“My job is not to represent
the world. My job is to
represent the United States
of America.” No president
can claim to represent the
world; yet since World War
II, all have accepted, even
celebrated, America’s
unique power and ability to
lead in promoting
democracy, peace and free
markets. The word
“democracy” did not
appear in Mr. Trump’s
speech, something that
should have been central to
this address. And he said
little about working with
allies on common
interests.

E C O N O M I C
NATIONALISM

Of all the
manifestations of Mr.
Trump’s nationalism, the
one most obviously
calculated to appeal to the
disaffected workers in his
political base are his
repeated claims that
China, Mexico and other
countries are stealing
American jobs and wealth,
and that the only way to
stop this is for the United
States to withdraw from bad
trade deals and impose
border taxes on imports.
His protectionist
pronouncements are, like
much of what he says,
reinforced with
inaccuracies and
exaggerations, as in his

assertion that America’s
trade deficit ($502 billion in
2016, not $800 billion as he
said) is the reason tens of
thousands of factories
have been shut.

Demonizing imports is
just plain wrong. Phones
sold in the United States
count as imports from
China, but they are only
assembled there from
components produced all
over the world, including in

America. And California-
based Apple pockets most
of the profit from those
sales. More than one-tenth
of the total trade deficit is
accounted for by petroleum
products, essential
commodities. The country
also imports components
that go into products made
in the United States, like
Boeing airplanes and Ford
cars. And trade benefits
American consumers
through lower prices and
more choices.

By raising tariffs and
canceling trade
agreements, the Trump
administration will
needlessly hurt American
businesses and workers
while antagonizing friendly
countries. A far better
approach would be to insist
on stronger labor and
currency standards in trade
agreements while helping
American workers and
industry by investing in
education and
infrastructure.

ANTI-IMMIGRATION
HYSTERIA

Mr. Trump’s instinct to
wall off the world exacts its
greatest human toll on
America’s immigrants. The
unfortunate human
consequences of Mr.
Trump’s punitive policies
tend to obscure the
economic consequences of
keeping people out and
deporting those already
here, but these effects are
real. Mr. Trump selectively
cited a 2016 National
Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine
report when he told
Congress that immigrants
cost taxpayers “billions of
dollars a year.” The report
actually says that over the
long run immigrants and
their descendants
contribute more in taxes
than they use in
government benefits. It also
finds that immigrants have
a “very small” impact on
the wages of native
workers, and adds,

“Immigration is integral to
the nation’s economic
growth.” That is because
immigrants on the whole
tend to be younger than the
native-born population, so
they are more likely to be
working and paying taxes,
and less likely to be
collecting benefits. Many
undocumented immigrants
and workers on temporary
visas pay into Social
Security and Medicare
without ever benefiting from
those programs. Skilled
foreigners in particular help
the economy and native-
born workers by starting
businesses and creating
new technologies — about
half of 87 start-ups valued
at more than $1 billion had
one or more immigrant
founders, according to a
2016 study. It would be
beyond foolish for America
to withdraw into a shell.
The country is not
diminished, but
strengthened, when it
engages with the world.

War, state and martyrdom
Amid the ongoing commotion

triggered by arrogant and puritanical
claims about nationalism and
patriotism, the words of Gurmehar Kaur,
a Delhi University student whose online
video of May 2016 has suddenly
become a needless controversy, come
across as profoundly wise and humane.
Ms. Kaur’s moving and thoughtful
statement — “Pakistan did not kill my
dad, war killed him... I fight for peace
between India and Pakistan. Because
if there was no war between us, my
father would still be here” — has,
however, not gone down well with
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leaders
and certain celebrities, among others.

Kiren Rijiju, Union Minister of State
for Home, suggested that someone was
“polluting this young girl’s mind”, which
was soon supported by his party
colleague and MP Pratap Simha with
an equally disgraceful tweet.
Statements by these two leaders and
their supporters have displayed an
appalling lack of nuance about the larger
import and context of what Ms. Kaur
was referring to when she said that it
was war that killed her father. Such a
‘nationalist’ backlash against thoughtful
comments should make us wonder if
indeed war is profitable to some
sections of society, and hence
preferable to peace.

In a more fundamental sense, the
prevailing understating of the nation state
as “father”, “mother”, etc. has de-
historicised and reified the true nature
and context of the modern state, thereby

condoning the many atrocities
committed by states around the world.
There is therefore a need to ‘de-
anthropomorphise’ the nation state to
gain insights into its historically
appropriate character.

Role of violence
Modern states not only monopolise

and organise violence, but more
importantly, violence has played a
central role in their historical evolution.
War-making and the use of force are
intrinsic to the modern state, and this
deep-seated tendency of the state
should be constantly mediated by
popular resistance, reasoned
debates and peace-building, lest
those tendencies run amok. Nation
states are not sentient beings to
be revered, but entities often
controlled by powerful interest
groups, whose power and control
should be constantly checked and
interrogated. Moreover, war is not
always, as many of us believe, an
undesirable evil thrust upon us by
‘immoral’ outsiders, but often
something that our politicians and
governments create through their
actions and engage in for their own
selfish political and other interests.
As historian Charles Tilly reminds
us, “Governments themselves
commonly simulate, stimulate, or
even fabricate threats of external
war.” The argument here is not that
we should do away with states
altogether or that armed forces
should be disbanded. But rather

that the state’s so-called national
security functions cannot be allowed
to continue unquestionably, without
critical public scrutiny. Notwithstanding
Mr. Rijiju’s advice that “we should stop
this habit of raising doubt, questioning
the authorities and the police,” we must
make it a habit to question the security
claims and functions of our state: for
our own good.

States routinely use wars, or as
Ms. Kaur puts it, “state-sponsored
hatred”, for domestic political ends.
Sometimes as diversionary war
tactic — to divert our attention from
domestic turmoil such as economic
slowdown or rising unemployment
— and sometimes for political ends
like how the BJP cleverly used the
‘surgical strikes’ for electoral
purposes, while advising others not
to do so. The sharp spike in
ceasefire violations in the Jammu
sector during the Jammu and
Kashmir election in 2014 is yet
another example. As a matter of
fact, ceasefire violations, terror
attacks and military casualties
have considerably increased ever
since the BJP government has
come to power: would it not be
logical then to argue that the BJP’s
political inability to make peace in
Kashmir and negotiate the Kashmir
dispute with Pakistan has become
costly for the country? World over
today, the link between conflict and
huge costs to the economy is well
understood.
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Moscow’s shadowThe road to China is through Kabul

Afghanistan has again emerged as a platform providing new possibilities on the
India-China cooperation front. After the restructured ‘Strategic dialogue’ between
India and China last week, Foreign Secretary S. Jaishankar said: “On Afghanistan,
they certainly seem to suggest to us that their approach and policies are in tandem
with us, not on different page.” The strategic dialogue, which was divided into five
sub-groups of which Afghanistan was one, focussed significantly on the country.
China expressed admiration for India’s developmental work in Afghanistan amidst a
broader understanding that New Delhi and Beijing need to strengthen the government
in Kabul.

This development comes against a backdrop of the growing threat of the Islamic
State (IS) to China. The IS released a video this week of Chinese Uighur Muslims
vowing to return home and “shed blood like rivers” even as the Chinese military
displayed its military might as a show of force in Xinjiang. A rattled China is calling
for greater global cooperation against the IS, which is also a reason why China has
joined ranks with Russia in a bid to engage the Taliban in Afghanistan.

China has for years blamed exiled Uighur “separatists” for violence in Xinjiang
and has warned of the militants’ potential to link up with global jihadist groups. It is
worried about the spillover effect of continuing instability in Afghanistan. The impact
of Afghanistan’s destabilisation will be felt not only in Kashmir but also in Xinjiang
where the East Turkistan Islamic Movement is active. Moreover, China’s mega
investment plans in Pakistan are predicated on a measure of regional stability.

With the Donald Trump administration yet to clarify its position on Afghanistan,
and with it looking unlikely to add more American troops to the depleting reserves of
Western forces in the country, it is not surprising that China is keen to engage
India, the one country that has built a reservoir of goodwill in Afghanistan and has
demonstrated some ability to deliver concrete results on the ground.But there remain
some fundamental divergences in Sino-Indian positions on Afghanistan and broader
counterterrorism postures. Just last December, Mr. Jaishankar said that India and
China were not able to “cooperate as effectively” as they should in countering
terrorism. His statement had come in the wake of China putting on hold the inclusion
of JeM chief Masood Azhar’s name in the United Nation’s list of global terrorists.

Even after last week’s strategic dialogue, the Foreign Secretary was careful to
underline the differences. On the Taliban, for example, he suggested that “their
[China’s] characterisation was that there were elements of Taliban which are very
extreme. In their view there were also elements of Taliban that can work with
international community and Afghan government.”

For long, India sought to include Afghanistan in its discussions with China on
counterterrorism. The Sino-India counter-terrorism dialogue was initially viewed as
a promising bilateral initiative for dealing with terrorism. But nothing of consequence
emerged from these dialogues. For India, the main source of terrorism is Pakistan
where the state machinery continues to view terrorism as a legitimate tool of national
policy. For China, Pakistan is an important asset in its South Asia policy and an all-
weather friend. As a consequence, where New Delhi had, somewhat audaciously,
expected to make common cause with Beijing vis-a-vis Islamabad and Rawalpindi,
there was only disappointment at the outcome of these dialogues.

But as concerns started rising in the region about the consequences of the
withdrawal of NATO forces from Afghanistan in 2014, China reached out to India.
This too couldn’t go far as China continued to emphasise that its relationship with
Pakistan was far more important than a regional approach on terrorism with India. In
this context, New Delhi should not expect Beijing to change its Afghanistan policy
significantly to suit Indian interests. The road to stability in Kabul lies through
Rawalpindi, and China has few incentives to challenge the Pakistani security
establishment’s traditional adversarial mindset vis-à-vis India that continues to look
at Afghanistan for some chimerical ‘strategic depth’. But the fact that China is
interested in working with India on Afghanistan suggests that new possibilities on
regional cooperation are emerging, which India should not hesitate to explore. Its
success, of course, remains predicated on how committed China is in tackling
extremism as opposed to hemming in India in South Asia.

Less than three weeks after the resignation of Michael Flynn, U.S.

President Donald Trump’s National Security Adviser, over failure to disclose

contact with Russian officials, Attorney General Jeff Sessions is now staring

down the barrel of similar allegations, intensifying a storm that the White

House was already struggling to cope with. This week Mr. Sessions faced

three distinct, serious questions regarding his conduct in this context.

First, did he have an undisclosed meeting with the Russian Ambassador

to the U.S., Sergey Kislyak, in September? Second, if he did make such

contact with Russian officials, was there not a conflict of interest in the

Attorney General overseeing an investigation into Russia’s alleged

attempts to influence the November 8 presidential elections? Third, did

he then perjure himself during his confirmation hearing in the Senate

when he appeared to fudge a direct question about contact with Russian

officials? The first and second questions have already been answered —

investigations by the Washington Post revealed that Mr. Sessions and

two senior aides met with Mr. Kislyak in his Senate office on September 8,

about a month before the Obama administration accused the Russian

government of interfering with the U.S. election process and three months

before it ejected 35 Russians diplomats from their U.S. posts and slapped

sanctions on Moscow.

Under immense pressure from Democrats on Capitol Hill, on

Thursday Mr. Sessions recused himself from the inquiry into alleged

Russian meddling in the election. They must now wait for the Federal

Bureau of Investigation and the Department of Justice, which Mr. Sessions

heads, to get details on the nature of contact that Russian officials had

with Mr. Sessions, Mr. Flynn, and Mr. Trump’s son-in-law, White House

adviser Jared Kushner. The law enforcement machinery must then

determine whether U.S. national security was in any way compromised by

those interactions. The third question regarding whether Mr. Sessions

lied under oath to Congress about his meetings, a potential felony under

U.S. law, may make his continuance in office uncertain. The combined

weight of the conversations that he and other Trump team members had

with those officials makes Moscow’s fingerprint on American politics hard

to ignore. This saga leaves a heavy question hanging over the sovereignty

of U.S. foreign policy in the days ahead. President Trump, who’s come to

office on an “America First” battle cry, will struggle yet more to counter

the allegations of Kremlin’s hand covertly influencing policy. The

denouement matters immensely to the outcomes in Syria, the future of the

embattled European Union, and across an increasingly multipolar world.
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Alphabet accuses Uber of stealing
self-driving car technology

SAN FRANCISCO
The race to develop self-driving
vehicles took a new turn on
Thursday when Google’s parent
company Alphabet filed a lawsuit
against Uber, accusing it of
stealing technology.
Alphabet contends that a
manager at its autonomous car
subsidiary Waymo took
technical data with him when he
left to launch a competing
venture that went on to become
Otto, Uber’s self-driving vehicle
unit, in a reported $680 million
deal.“Otto and Uber have taken

Waymo’s intellectual property
so that they could avoid incurring
the risk, time and expense of
independently developing their
own technology,” Waymo said in
a San Francisco federal court
filing. Waymo is calling for a trial
to stop Otto and Uber from using
what it says is patented
technology. Waymo also wants
unspecified damages in what it
described in court documents as
“an action for trade secret
misappropriation, patent
infringement, and unfair
competition.”

Uber image battered by company culture skids
SAN FRANCISCO

Accusations of sexism, cut-throat
management, and a toxic work
environment have Uber trying to pull
its image out of a skid as
competition revs in the on-demand
ride market.
“Experienced managers know how
to prevent these kinds of problems,
or make it look like there isn’t a
problem at all,” analyst Rob
Enderle of Enderle Group said
while discussing Uber’s travails.“It
is showcasing a severe lack of skill
at the top.”
Uber hired former attorney general
Eric Holder to review workplace
conditions after an ex-employee
alleged sexual harassment and
sexism at the firm.Susan Fowler,
an engineer who worked at Uber
until the end of last year, said in a
blog post that her manager made
sexual advances shortly after she
joined the company.She said she
complained to upper managers and
the human resources department,
but was told that it was the man’s
“first offense” and that they wouldn’t
feel comfortable punishing a “high
performer.” Fowler told of later
meeting other women engineers at
the company who said they had
experienced similar harassment,
including inappropriate behavior
from the same manager she had
reported.Men engineers were
gifted leather jackets, while women
were left out, she noted.

“In the background, there was a
game-of-thrones political war
raging within the ranks of upper
management in the infrastructure
engineering organization,” Fowler
said, comparing the scene to a hit
fantasy television drama in which
rival nobles viciously vie for
power.“It seemed like every
manager was fighting their peers
and attempting to undermine their
direct supervisor so that they could
have their direct supervisor’s job.”A
New York Times report on Friday
depicted a “Hobbesian
environment” at Uber in which
workers were pitted against one
another and misbehavior by top
performers was overlooked.
The story included tales of a
director shouting a homophobic
slur in a meeting; a manager
threatening to beat an
underperforming worker with a
baseball bat, and women
employees groped at a Las
Vegas retreat where cocaine was
used in bathrooms during private
parties.Uber CEO Travis
Kalanick said that Holder and
another attorney will look into
issues raised by Fowler, “as well
as diversity and inclusion at
Uber more broadly.”
Holder was former US president
Barack Obama’s attorney
general between 2009 and 2015.
The lawyers were to be aided by
journalist Arianna Huffington, who

is a member of the Uber board.
The controversy threatened to
revive a #DeleteUber campaign
triggered by Kalanick’s short-lived
plan to be part of a business
advisory group for US President
Donald Trump.
Kalanick quit the group under
pressure from a growing movement
to stop using the ride-sharing
service because of his connection
to the new administration, and by
extension an anti-immigrant
agenda.
As the campaign picked up
speed, rival Lyft’s popularity
accelerated.“Now, they are facing
yet another avoidable backlash
where people are disconnecting
themselves from the (Uber)
app,” analyst Enderle said.“Lyft
is likely the biggest beneficiary,
but at the same time, Google
is coming to market with its
Waze carpool service - this is
the wrong time for Uber to have
this.”Meanwhile, the race to
develop self-driving vehicles
took a turn on Thursday when
Google’s parent company
Alphabet filed a lawsuit against
Uber, accusing it of using stolen
technology.Alphabet contends
that a manager at its
autonomous car subsidiary
Waymo took technical data
with him when he left to launch
a competing venture that went
on to become Otto, Uber’s self-

driving vehicle unit, in a reported
$680 million deal.Waymo is calling
for a trial to stop Otto and Uber
from using technology taken in a
“calculated theft.”Waymo also
wants unspecified damages in
what it described in court
documents as “an action for trade
secret misappropriation, patent
infringement and unfair
competition.”San Francisco-based
Uber acquired commercial
transport-focused tech startup
Otto last year as it pressed
ahead with a pursuit of self-
driving technology.“We take the
allegations made against Otto
and Uber employees seriously
and we will review this matter
carefully,” an Uber
spokeswoman said. In the eyes

of consumers, Uber’s
controversies pack together into
“a snowball of trouble rolling
down the hill getting bigger and
bigger,” said brand management
specialists Bruce Turkel.
Once people switch to a new
ride-hailing app, they are likely
to stick with it and forget about
using Uber, according to
analysts.“Uber can do all the
damage control they want, it’s
not going to change who they
are at their very core,” Turkel
said.
“And, unfortunately, when you
watch Travis Kalanick when he
is on TV or whatever, he has that
frat boy kind of attitude anyway.
So, when you hear about sexual
harassment, it actually fits.”

US Girl Scouts mark 100
years of their iconic cookies

CHICAGO
On a sunny Sunday afternoon,
Molly Sheridan is hard at work
in front of a Starbucks coffee
shop in Chicago.The 13-year-old
is playing her ukulele and, along
with her five-year-old sister Edie,
singing about Girl Scout cookies
- boxes of which she has
arranged for sale on a table.
“Singing with my ukulele, I think
that brings in people,” Molly
says.It is Girl Scout cookie
season, a uniquely American
tradition marking its 100th year.
This time of year is eagerly
anticipated by the millions of
Americans who crave the sweets
that can only be purchased a few
weeks each year, and can’t be
found in stores. Some fans take
home a pile of boxes and squirrel
them away in the freezer to
enjoy all year until cookie
season rolls around again.The
cookies aren’t made by the
scouts, but rather are marketed
and sold by members of the
service organization between
January and April - the local

weather determines the timing -
to raise money for their activities.
The tradition has been
interrupted only during World
War II, when a shortage of
ingredients led the scouts to sell
calendars.This weekend, the
Girl Scouts will celebrate self-
proclaimed National Girl Scout
Cookie Weekend, and scouts
will be out in force selling the 12

varieties of cookies. “Most
people know their favorites,”
Molly said, proven right just

moments later by Anthony
Stratton, 27, who stopped by to
pick up several boxes.His
favorite: the Samoas - a rich treat
covered with caramel and
toasted coconut.“It just has a
yearly draw to it,” Stratton said,
“Knowing that the cookies come
around once a year, it’s pretty
special then.”Jean Niederman,
56, stopped by to purchase Thin

Mints, chocolate and mint
cookies that are among the
most popular.
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‘It’s like tripping’ says
French artist entombed in rock

Comics, music shows in
KSA draw rebuke from

RIYADH
 A comic show and a recent pop
concert have drawn rebuke from
powerful religious figures and
social media users in Saudi
Arabia this week, highlighting
the sensitivity of cultural reforms
underway in the conservative
kingdom.
Thousands of Saudis - including
women - decked out in
costumes and face paint
attended the country’s first-ever
Comic Con in Jeddah on
Sunday.
The event was held by the state-
run General Entertainment
Authority (GEA), which has
bucked some of the Islamic
kingdom’s strict social codes to
host a series of festivals,
comedy shows and concerts
this year.
It came weeks after Saudi
Arabia saw its first major public
concert in over a decade, also

Four Indonesians
wealthier than poorest 100

JAKARTA
The four richest Indonesians are
wealthier than the poorest 100
million people in the country, a
study has found, highlighting
how huge numbers have been
left behind as the economy
booms. Oxfam said that
President Joko Widodo had
failed to fulfil pledges to fight
inequality and called on the
government to urgently
increase spending on public
services and make
corporations and the wealthy
pay more tax. Indonesia has
enjoyed an economic boom
that has reduced the number of
people living in extreme poverty
but the gap between rich and
poor has risen faster than in any
other Southeast Asian country
in the past 20 years, the Oxfam
study said. “The benefits of
growth have not been shared
equally, and millions have been

left behind,” said the research,
which was released earlier this
week. “The widening of the gap
between the rich and the rest
is a serious threat to
Indonesia’s future prosperity. If
inequality is not tackled, then

Guantanamo Bay prison healthy
for national security: White

in Jeddah. Authorities
announced this week that the
headline act, Saudi superstar
Mohammed Abdo, would perform
in the more conservative capital
Riyadh in March.
“We were astonished by the
hideous act of the Entertainment
Authority, by these events held
in Jeddah that are not in line with
good behavior or our great
religion,” Hussein Al-Sheikh, the
imam of the Prophet’s Mosque,
posted on Twitter.
“It is a duty upon officials to
consider God in these actions,”
he said, calling on Saudi citizens
to boycott events like it.
Sheikh Adel al-Kalbani, the
former imam of Mecca’s Grand
Mosque, said the state body
set up to promote the kingdom’s
entertainment drive “violates
human nature.”“Humans are
meant to seek refuge in God in
times of difficulty,” he wrote.

Washington
US President Donald Trump
believes that the Guantanamo
Bay prison is serving a healthy
purpose towards the national
security, the White House has
said,  ind icat ing that  i ts
closure is unlikely. ”I think he
(Trump) has made very clear
though, that he believes that

Guantanamo Bay does serve
a very, very healthy purpose
in our national security and
making sure that we don’t
bring terrorists to our seas,”
Whi te  House Press
Secretary Sean Spicer told
reporters yesterday. Asked
whether the terror suspects
picked from overseas would be
shifted to Guantanamo Bay, he
said, “I’m not gonna get into what
we may or may not do in the
future.” “As the president has
said very clearly before, we don’t
telegraph what we’re gonna do,”
he added.

PARIS
 An artist entombed inside a 12-
tonne rock for nearly three days
has described the experience as
like “tripping”, insisting he would
stick it out for a week.Speaking
to AFP through a crack in the
limestone boulder late Friday,

Abraham Poincheval said he had
been buoyed by how his
performance has “got into
people’s heads”.The artist made
headlines worldwide when the
two halves of the rock closed
around him on Wednesday at a
Paris art museum.Poincheval,
44, had carved out a hole inside
the rock in his own image, just
big enough for him to sit up in,
with a niche to hold supplies of
water, soup and dried meat.
“People seem to be very
touched. They come and talk
into the crack, read poetry to
me, or tell me about their
nightmares or their dreams,” he
said.
“They are not so much talking
to me, I think, as to the stone. I
am very happy that the stone
has got into their heads.”If he
survives the ordeal, the
performance artist who has
previously spent a fortnight sewn-
up inside a stuffed bear, will
attempt to become a human hen
and hatch a dozen eggs by
sitting on them for weeks on end.
Lack of sleep rather than

claustrophobia is his biggest
worry inside the darkness of the
rock, he confessed.Without a
watch - and with only an
emergency phone line - he has
no way to tell the time.
“I can sleep but it is very hard. It
is very strange, I don’t know

whether I am sleeping well or
not.”Even though he can only
move his feet and hands a few
inches, “I do not feel oppressed
(by the rock), I feel completely
at ease, in real connection with
it.“Right now, it’s sweet. Like
when you are starting to climb a
mountain. But I know it will get
difficult,” said Poincheval, who is
having store his own excrement
around him.“For now, it is OK,”
he said, adding there had been
“no accidents” peeing into his
empty water bottles.“We are
already locked into our own
bodies,” the artist told AFP
minutes before climbing inside
the rock at the Palais de Tokyo
to become what he called the
boulder’s “beating
heart”.However, he admitted that
emotionally, his time inside has
been something of a
rollercoaster.“It’s very complex.
You pass from one feeling to an
another. Like you are being
carried away on a raft,” he said.
“It’s like tripping.”
To keep a hold on himself, the
man dubbed France’s most

extreme artist has been keeping
a diary, which he will later
publish.Poincheval is certainly
no stranger to bizarre and hair-
raising performances.
He ate worms and beetles while
living inside the bear, was buried
under a rock for eight days and
navigated France’s Rhone river
inside a giant plastic corked
bottle.He has crossed the Alps
in a barrel, and last year spent
a week on top of a 20-metre (65-
foot) pole outside a Paris train
station.The artist also spent 20
days underground as a human
mole and lived like a Stone Age
man with his former sidekick
Laurent Tixador on a small rocky
island in the Mediterranean off
the southern city of Marseille.
The pair also walled themselves
into a cave for a night with
hundreds of mosquitos and
crossed France in a straight line
on foot. Poincheval’s big dream,
however, remains to “walk on the
clouds. I have been working on
it for five years, but it is not quite
there yet,” he added.
Unorthodox ideas seem to run
in the family. His inventor father
Christian, who sports a bowler
hat and a white Santa Claus
beard, is best known for coming
up with pills that make farts
smell of roses, violets and even
chocolate.
The artist said his spirit of
adventure comes from a child-
like love of exploration.

reducing poverty will be much
more diff icult, and social
instability could increase.” In
2016, the collective wealth of
the four richest Indonesians, all
men, was $25 billion, Oxfam
said.
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Wikipedia bots more like
humans than expected: study

Boxing icon Muhammad Ali’s son detained
at US airport, asked ‘Are you Muslim?’

Washington
A son of boxing legend
Muhammad Ali was held for
questioning for two hours at a
Florida airport on his return from
Jamaica because of his Arabic-
sounding name, US media
reported.Muhammad Ali Jr, 44,
who was born in Philadelphia
and has a US passport, was
travelling with his mother
Khalilah Camacho-Ali, the late
sports icon’s second wife, friend
and lawyer Chris Mancini told the
Louisville Courier-Journal.
Mancini told the newspaper that
both were held for questioning
at the Fort Lauderdale
International Airport on February
7 because of their Arabic-

sounding names.
Camacho-Ali however was
released after she showed US
Customs agents a photo of
herself with her ex-husband.
Ali Jr had no such photo, and
according to Mancini, was held

for nearly two hours and
repeatedly asked “Where did
you get your name from?” and
“Are you Muslim?”
When he said that he - like his

New York
A Sikh civil rights group has
urged members of the Sikh-
American community to
exercise caution and be extra
vigilant in the wake of a possible
hate crime in Kansas city that
left an Indian engineer dead and
another injured.
The Sikh Coalition said its
prayers go out to the family of
Srinivas Kuchibhotla, 32, who
was killed when 51-year-old
Olathe man Adam Purinton shot
him at a bar in the city on
Wednesday. Another Indian
engineer Alok Madasani, 32, was
injured in the incident and has
now been discharged from
hospital on Thursday. Purinton
has been charged in Johnson
County district court with two
counts of attempted first-degree
murder. Bond has been set at
$2 million.
The advocacy group urged “every
Sikh-American to exercise extra
vigilance and caution during this
period of heightened
vulnerability”. It urged members
of the community to call law

enforcement immediately if they
have been a victim of hate
violence or received threats of
violence.
Kuchibhotla worked in aviation
systems for Olathe-based
Garmin Ltd. Madasani was his
co-worker at Garmin. “It was a
tragic and senseless act of
violence,” Olathe police chief
Steven Menke said in The
Kansas City Star. Another
individual Ian Grillot, 24, was
reportedly shot while attempting
to stop Purinton. Grillot said he
was happy to see Madasani is
recovering.
Following the shooting, Olathe
residents went to the bar where
the incident took place to lay
flowers and offer condolences to
staff, patrons and victims’
families.“You just can’t help but
your heart goes out to them, and
it’s such a sad story for the
community but I just wanted to
support and of course honour the
lives and everybody involved,”
nearby business owner Amber
McCracken said in a report in
KSHB Kansas City.

US group asks Sikhs to be
vigilant after Kansas shooting

EDINBURGH
The tomb of a medieval king

whose murder changed the
course of Scottish history in a
real-life “Game of Thrones” could
be unearthed in a new hi-tech
project launched Saturday.

Archaeologists and virtual
reality artists want to digitally
recreate the court of King James
I of Scotland in Perth, around 40
miles (64 kilometres) from
Edinburgh, and try to find the
king’s tomb buried beneath the
modern-day city.

They are also looking for the
remains of his queen, Joan
Beaufort, and of Margaret Tudor,
sister of Henry VIII of England
and wife of James IV of Scotland,
who was also buried there a
century later.

The team has been
inspired by the discovery of
King Richard III of England
beneath a car  park in
Leicester.“It’s like ‘Game of

Thrones’ and ‘Outlander’ all
rolled into one - except this
s tory  is  rea l , ”  sa id  Paul
Wilson, who is leading the
digital visualisation project at
Glasgow School of Art (GSA).
James I was assas-sinated
on February 21, 1437, by
supporters of a rival claimant
to the throne, an act which
historians say brought an end
to his ambition to make Perth
the capital of Scotland. “That
day changed Scotland forever,”
Wilson said. The king’s
mausoleum lay at the heart of
a Carthusian priory called the
Charterhouse, which was
modelled on the Grande
Chartreuse in the French Alps.

The team is planning
archaeological digs over the next
two years to map out the
Charterhouse boundaries and
recover artefacts, which will then
be used to create a virtual reality
tour.

Archaeologists hunt for
long-lost tomb of Scottish king

London
’Benevolent bots’ or software
robots designed to improve
articles on Wikipedia sometimes
have online ‘fights’ over content
that can continue for years, say
scientists who warn that artificial
intelligence systems may
behave more like humans than
expected.
Editing bots on Wikipedia undo
vandalism, enforce bans, check
spelling, create links and import
content automatically, whereas

other bots (which are non-
editing) can mine data, identify
data or identify copyright
infringements. Researchers from
the University of Oxford and the
Alan Turing Institute in the UK
analysed how much they
disrupted Wikipedia, observing
how they interacted on 13
different language editions over
ten years (from 2001 to 2010).

They found that bots interacted
with one another, whether or not
this was by design, and it led to
unpredictable consequences.
Researchers said that bots are
more like humans than you
might expect. Bots appear to
behave differently in culturally
distinct online environments. The
findings are a warning to those
using artificial intelligence for
building autonomous vehicles,
cyber security systems or for
managing social media.

We may have to devote more
attention to bots’ diverse social
life and their different cultures,
researchers said. The research
found that although the online
world has become an
ecosystem of bots, our
knowledge of how they interact
with each other is still rather
poor. Although bots are
automatons that do not have the

father - was a Muslim, the
agents asked more probing
questions. “To the Ali family, it’s
crystal clear that this is directly
linked to Mr. Trump’s efforts to
ban Muslims from the United
States,” Mancini told the Courier-
Journal, a reference to President
Donald Trump’s late January
executive order imposing a 90-
day entry ban for citizens of
seven Muslim majority
countries. The travel ban has
since been halted by a US
federal court. Mancini said that
he and the Ali family are trying
to find out how many other
people were stopped for similar
questioning, and are considering
a federal lawsuit.

capacity for emotions, bot to bot
interactions are unpredictable
and act in distinctive ways.
Researchers found that German
editions of Wikipedia had fewest
conflicts between bots, with
each undoing another’s edits 24
times, on average, over ten
years. This shows relative
efficiency, when compared with
bots on the Portuguese
Wikipedia edition, which undid
another bot’s edits 185 times,
on average, over ten years,
researchers said.
Bots on English Wikipedia undid
another bot’s work 105 times, on
average, over ten years, three
times the rate of human reverts,
they said. The findings show that
even simple autonomous
algorithms can produce
complex interactions that result
in unintended consequences –
‘sterile fights’ that may continue
for years, or reach deadlock in
some cases.
While bots constitute a tiny
proportion (0.1 per cent) of
Wikipedia editors, they stand
behind a significant proportion of
all edits. Although such conflicts
represent a small proportion of
bots’ overall editorial activity, the
findings are significant in
highlighting their unpredictability
and complexity. “We find that
bots behave differently in different
cultural environments and their
conflicts are also very different
to the ones between human
editors,” said Milena Tsvetkova,
from the Oxford Internet Institute.
”This has implications not only
for how we design artificial
agents but also for how we study
them. We need more research
into the sociology of bots,” said
Tsvetkova.
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New York
Iran’s former hardline president
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad sent a
letter Sunday to President
Donald Trump, striking a
somewhat conciliatory tone
while applauding immigration to
America and saying it shows
“the contemporary US belongs
to all nations”.It isn’t the first

dispatch sent by Ahmadinejad,
who has counted US Presidents
George W Bush and Barack
Obama among his pen pals.But
this letter, weighing in at over
3,500 words, comes as criticism
of Trump over his travel ban
affecting seven Muslim-majority
countries including Iran mounts
in Tehran. It also may serve to
burnish Ahmadinejad’s image
domestically after the nation’s
Supreme Leader warned him not
to run in Iran’s upcoming May
presidential election. In the
letter, published by Iranian
media outlets, Ahmadinejad
noted Trump won the election
while he “truthfully described the
US political system and
electoral structure as corrupt”.

Ahmadinejad decried US
“dominance” over the United
Nations, as well as American
meddling in the world that has
brought “insecurity, war, division,
killing and (the) displacement of
nations”. He also acknowledged
the some 1 million people of
Iranian descent living in
America, saying that US policies

should “value respect toward the
diversity of nations and
races.”“In other words, the
contemporary US belongs to all
nations, including the natives of
the land,” he wrote. “No one may
consider themselves the owner
and view others as guests or
immigrants.” A judge later
blocked Trump’s travel ban, and
an appeals court refused to
reinstate it. Trump has promised
to issue a revised order soon,
saying it’s necessary to keep
America safe.Entirely missing
from the letter was any reference
to Iran’s nuclear program. Under
Ahmadinejad’s presidency, Iran
found itself heavily sanctioned
over the program as Western
governments feared it could lead

Daily prayers to determine
salary of court employees in PoK

Islamabad
The court employees in
Pakistan- occupied Kashmir
(PoK) will have to offer daily
prayers punctually - both in and
outside the court- as their
annual raises would now hinge
on their offering prayers regularly
and on the prescribed times, a
top Judge has said.
Ibrahim Zia, who took oath as
the 12th chief justice of the PoK
Supreme Court yesterday, has
directed the court employees to
ensure punctuality in the court
and in their prayer timings, the
Express Tribune reported.
“The annual salary hikes of court
employees would now hinge on
their offering prayers regularly
and on the prescribed times,” he
said, while declaring that offering
prayers was now mandatory for
all employees of the court.
Zia said the move would ensure

that employees offer daily
prayers regularly and he himself
would be leading some prayers.
“To make sure employees offer
their prayers regularly, Justice
Zia said they would be secretly
checked by the court,” the
paper said.
However, it was not clear what
mechanism he would use to
check employees’ punctuality of
prayers outside the office.
Five times daily prayers is one
of the pillars in the faith of Islam
and an obligatory religious duty
for Muslims.
The Chief Justice also directed
court employees to work with
dedication, honesty and
regularity to ensure speedy
justice to the public. After taking
oath, Justice Zia administered
oath to officers working in the
Supreme Court, a first in the
history of the apex court.

Chandigarh
A 30-year-old city resident was
nabbed on Sunday by BSF from
near the Indo-Pak border at
Ferozepur while trying to sneak out
of the country to meet his
“Facebook girl friend” at Lahore.
Sikandar Khan, a resident of Sector
49 in Chandigarh, was caught while
“moving under suspicious
circumstances” near Lakho Ke
Behram border in Ferozepur district,
police said.

“A patrolling team of Border Security
Force (BSF) caught Sikandar Khan
who wanted to go to Pakistan to
meet a woman whom he loved,”
said Ferozepur DSP Balwinder
Singh. DSP said Sikandar came
into contact with the woman on the
social networking site over two
years ago and claimed that both of
them were in love.Sikandar, who
works at a marriage bureau in
Chandigarh, was not carrying his
passport, DSP said.

Soldiers catch man trying to cross
Indo-Pak border to meet ‘Facebook love’

Life expectancy to
break 90 barrier by 2030

PARIS
By 2030 life expectancy for
South Korean women could top
nine decades, an average
lifespan long thought to be out
of reach, researchers said
Wednesday.
South Korea is not only the first
country in the world where
women may live past 90 on
average, it is also the one on
track to log the biggest jump in
longevity, they reported in The
Lancet medical journal.
Other developed countries are
not far behind: the longevity of
French and Japanese women
are more likely than not to
stretch past 88 years.
“As recently as the turn of the
century, many researchers
believed that life expectancy
would never surpass 90 years,”
said lead author Majid Ezzati, a
professor at Imperial College
London.Nations boasting the
greatest longevity among men
by 2030 - 84 years in each case
- will likely be South Korea,
Australia and Switzerland,
according to the study.Among

35 well-off countries examined,
life expectancy was predicted to
increase across the board over
the next 15 years.While a
marker of progress, ageing
populations also pose huge
challenges to health care
systems and social services,
and may require pushing back
the age at which people stop
working, the study warned. “It
is important that policies to

support the growing older
population are in place,” Ezzati
said.
“The social implications of this
change will also likely require
changes to pensions and
retirement.” The South Korean
success story is built on broad

gains in economic status, along
with improved child nutrition and
broad access to health care and
modern medical technology, the
study noted. The East Asian
nation of 50 million, along with
its neighbour Japan, has also
maintained significantly lower
rates of obesity, and of smoking
among women.
In the United States, by
contrast, life expectancy at birth

is currently below
most other high-
income countries,
and is poised to fall
even further behind.
“The poor recent and
projected US
performance is at
least partly due to
high and inequitable
mortality from chronic

diseases and violence, and
insufficient healthcare,” the
study concluded. Among the
countries canvassed, the United
States has the highest child and
maternal mortality, homicide
rate, and body-mass index, a
standard measure of obesity.

‘US belongs to all nations’:?Ex-Iran
president writes a letter to Donald Trump

to the Islamic Republic building
atomic weapons. Iran has long
maintained its program was for
peaceful purposes.Iran under
current President Hassan
Rouhani struck a nuclear deal
with world powers, including the
Obama administration, to limit
its enrichment of uranium in
exchange for the lifting of some
sanctions. Trump campaigned
promising to renegotiate the
deal, without offering specifics.
Ahmadinejad gave the letter to
the Swiss Embassy in Tehran,
which represents US interests
in Iran. The embassy declined
to comment Sunday while
American officials could not be
immediately reached. The letter
comes ahead of Iran’s presi-
dential election, in which
Rouhani is widely expected to
seek a second four-year term.
While allies of Ahmadinejad are
expected to run, he himself
won’t after Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei warned
him in September his candidacy
would bring about a “polarized
situation” that would be “harmful
for the county.”Ahmadinejad’s
popularity in Iran remains in
question. During his tenure, he
personally questioned the scale
of the Holocaust and predicted
the demise of Israel.
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Indian-origin MP among anti-
Trump voices in UK Parliament

Man jailed for Facebook threat
to Cambodian PM Hun Sen

IS forcing children, disabled
into suicide cars: US general

London
Indian-origin Labour MP Seema
Malhotra was among a number
of British MPs who spoke out

against US President Donald
Trump’s proposed state visit to
the UK in Parliament.
The MP for Feltham and Heston
said many of her constituents
are very concerned about the visit
planned for later this year during
the three-hour-long debate in
Westminister Hall yesterday.
“Does the Minister agree at least
extending a state visit in this way
and at this time could effectively
be seen as a validation of the
views and statements of
President Trump? It has been
seen in that way by many of my
constituents, who feel very
concerned about the message
that it sends,” she said, referring
her question to UK Foreign Office
minister Alan Duncan.
“I do not accept that the process
of a State Visit will be seen as

such validation The government
strongly believe that it is a
perfectly legitimate decision to
use the full impact of an

invitation to maximise the
diplomatic significance of a State
Visit at the start of President
Trump’s term of office,” Duncan
said, presenting the UK
government stance on the
debate which followed a public
petition opposing the tour
attracting over 1.8 million
signatures.
“President Obama and
President George W Bush both
visited the UK on a state visit
during their first term in office,
so it is entirely appropriate that
President Trump, too, should be
invited in his first term,” he said.
Among some of the harsh
comments by British MPs
against Trump’s state visit,
which is traditionally hosted by
the Queen and involves
considerable pomp and

Phnom Penh
 A Cambodian court today
sentenced a 27-year-old to two
years in jail for Facebook posts
that threatened strongman
Prime Minister Hun Sen. Ven
Sopheap, a resident of eastern
Prey Veng province, admitted
during his trial last week to
posting threats against Hun Sen
— the authoritarian premier who
has ruled Cambodia for more
than three decades.
He reportedly wrote “Hun Sen,
today is the day of your death”
and “Beheading Yuons
(derogatory term for Vietnamese
people) is the duty of all Khmer
children” on his Facebook
account, leading to his arrest in
October. On Friday a Phnom
Penh court handed the man two
years in prison for issuing a
death threat and inciting
discrimination, according to
judge Ly Sokleng.
Rights groups criticised the
verdict as the latest smothering
of free speech in Cambodia as
Hun Sen clamps down on critics

Obamas just can’t quit Broadway, ex-US?prez
goes to see ‘The Price’ with daughter Malia

New York
The Obamas just can’t quit
Broadway. Former US?president
Barack Obama and his daughter
Malia Obama have caught a new
revival of Arthur Miller’s “The Price.”
They attended the play starring
Danny DeVito, Mark Ruffalo, Tony
Shalhoub and Jessica Hecht at the
American Airlines Theatre on Friday.
In “The Price,” a police officer feels
that life has passed him by while
he took care of his now-dead father.
He and his estranged brother must
reunite to sell off dad’s

Washington
Islamic State jihadists are
forcing children and disabled
people into explosives-laden
trucks and making them drive at
Iraqi security forces in Mosul, a
general from the US-led coalition
has said.
The barbaric tactic, coupled with
other increasingly desperate
battlefield measures, is a sign
the IS group knows defeat is
inevitable, officials say.
The jihadists have used exploding
trucks, known in military circles
as VBIEDs — vehicle-borne
improvised explosive devices —
and pronounced “Vee-Bids,” to
devastating effect in numerous
engagements during the Mosul
offensive and elsewhere in Iraq.
Speaking to AFP and other
reporters in Baghdad this week,
US Air Force Brigadier General
Matt Isler said the IS group had

adopted coercive new
techniques in its use of suicide
car bombs because the jihadists
appear to be running out of
willing drivers.
“We saw people being led to a
VBIED, being put in (it) and
being chained in the VBIED,” he

said.
“We’ve seen children put in
VBIEDs as drivers, people that

ahead of a 2018 poll. ”Flippant
social media posts or throw
away comments, without any
real intention to follow through,
should be handled with a
common-sense approach and
treated with leniency,” Chak
Sopheap, executive director of
the Cambodian Center for
Human Rights, told AFP.
Prison sentences for social
media posts have become
increasingly common in
Cambodia and around the
region, with governments often
leaning on defamation laws to
muzzle dissent. The clampdown
in Cambodia comes as 64-year-
old Hun Sen brandishes his own
social media arsenal in a bid to
connect with young voters fed up
with the corruption and rights
abuses that have flourished
under his tenure.The premier’s
political rivals have accused him
of buying “likes” from foreign
click farms to boost engagement
on his active Facebook page —
a charge Hun Sen vehemently
denies.

aren’t able to walk… I don’t know
if they signed up for this
service.”
The coalition has often seen
VBIEDs depart on missions,
only for their drivers to veer off
course and attempt to hide
behind structures.

“We see a VBIED going to its
attack, going off and hiding,”
Isler said.

pageantry, included describing
him as “racist and sexist”.
“To do so now [invite Trump], now
that he is President, would only
reinforce and condone his
actions and his divisive, racist
and sexist messages We
cannot support what he is doing
by offering him legitimacy,” said
Naz Shah, a Pakistani-origin
Labour party MP. Scottish
National Party (SNP) MP Alex
Salmond criticised British Prime
Minister Theresa May’s body
language during the US visit
when she had relayed Queen
Elizabeth II’s invitation to Trump
for the State Visit. “As an
example of fawning
subservience, the prime minister
holding hands [with Trump]
would be difficult to match. To
do it in the name of shared
values was stomach churning.
What exactly are the shared
values that this house, this
country would hope to have,” the
former Scottish first minister
questioned. The MPs were
speaking as hundreds of
protesters gathered in
Parliament Square to protest
against the visit, chanting and
waving placards reading “no to
racism; no to Trump”. The state
visit, expected around August/
September this year, has been
at the centre of a string of
protests and controversy,
including House of Commons
Speaker John Bercow’s
impartiality coming into question
after saying that Trump should
be barred from addressing
Parliament during any such visit

possessions.
The Obamas were big boosters of
Broadway during his presidency,
especially “Hamilton,” ‘‘A Raisin in
the Sun” and “Joe Turner’s Come
and Gone.” Members of the Obama
family also attended “Memphis,”
‘‘Kinky Boots,” ‘‘Spider-Man: Turn
Off the Dark,” ‘‘Sister Act,” ‘‘The Trip
to Bountiful,” ‘‘Motown the Musical”
and “The Addams Family.” Hillary
and Bill Clinton have also been
attending Broadway shows since
the election, seeing the musicals
“In Transit” and “The Color Purple”.
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How Anti-Democratic Propaganda is Taking Over the World
R, the controversial Russian

state propaganda network that has
extended its tentacles into the
United States and Europe, finally is
seen as a clear menace to
democracy. Operating in dozens of
countries around the world, the
network serves as a crucial artery
for pumping Kremlin spin into the
public discussion. It would be
unwise, however, for observers in the
U.S. and the European Union to
become fixated on RT (formerly
known as “Russia Today”). The
Russian state-run network is just the
tip of the iceberg when it comes to
modern tools of authoritarian
influence in the realm of ideas.

In contrast to inward-leaning
democracies, which have an “End
of History” sense of complacency,
today’s autocrats are vibrant
internationalists in the ideas sphere.
In recent years, the leading
autocracies have forged a diverse
constellation of efforts to shape
perceptions and project their
preferred worldview, while contesting
the ideas they find anathema. They
have upped the competition in this
arena at a time when the world’s
leading democratic states have
largely gone to the sidelines.

Leaders in Beijing, Tehran and
Moscow invest heavily in such efforts
because they understand that their
political preferences are best
advanced through a strong capacity
to communicate ideas. These
regimes therefore have developed
an array of tools that include cultural,
policy and educational initiatives;
people-to-people exchanges; and
wide-ranging, multiplatform media
enterprises, of which television
outlets such as RT are only one
part. As capacity has caught up with
intentions, the autocrats’ toolkit now
is used to actively compete on the
democracies’ home turf.

Consider this: As part of its
“Great Leap Outward” in recent
years, China has quietly built up a
multibillion dollar international media
empire transmitting content in a
multitude of languages that is
making inroads in dozens of
countries around the globe. As an
indication of its growing
sophistication, Xinhua, the state
news agency, and CGTN, the
Chinese state television global
network (until 2016 known as
CCTV), cultivate content-sharing
agreements in a growing number of
countries, especially in young
democracies. In countries such as
Argentina, Kenya and Peru, the
Chinese authorities embed their
own entertainment, documentary
and news programming into
domestic media platforms, enabling
CCP-friendly soft propaganda to
reach audiences in these settings.

Russia has taken a more visible
and pugnacious approach to the
ideas realm, attempting to subvert
the global information space by

using both traditional and new forms
of media to spread disinformation,
reshape narratives and thwart the
open exchange of ideas. As part of
its effort to numb, but also poison,
minds, the Kremlin has invested
significant attention on the
democracies of Europe and the
Americas, including the United
States. Russian state media has
also taken a special interest in Latin
America.

In October 2014, Russian
President Vladimir Putin and
Argentine President Cristina
Kirchner announced the start of RT
broadcasts in Spanish to nationwide
audiences in Argentina. This
arrangement has continued into the
administration of President Mauricio
Macri since his election in 2015. RT
now broadcasts in Argentina,
Venezuela and Colombia and can
be viewed on cable television
networks in nearly every country in

Central and South America. It is
complemented by paid Russian
state media supplements in
newspapers across the continent
including Argentina’s La Nacion,
Brazil’s Folha de S.Paulo and
Uruguay’s El Observador. The
editorial line of Russian state media
content dovetails with that of
Telesur, the Spanish-language
network inspired by the late
Venezuelan strongman Hugo
Chavez, enabling the Kremlin
content to more intensively
reverberate across the region.

The Russian-state-backed
information sources, like those of the
Chinese, take a sophisticated
approach to their audiences and are
differentiated by country with the
goal of influencing specific
demographics.

Sputnik, a Russian state online
and radio service, produces content
in 30 languages, feeding Russian

state spin into the global information
ecosystem. For its part, the Islamic
Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB)
has expanded its reach in recent
years. Its international branch, which
in March 2016 changed its name to
Pars Today, now broadcasts in 32
languages.

The Chinese government has
placed enormous resources into
relationship and network building,
undertaking extensive people-to-
people programs in Latin America,
sub-Saharan Africa and Central and
Eastern Europe. Through such
efforts, many hundreds of students,
media professionals and
policymakers each year are brought
to China, often full-freight paid by the
Chinese hosts. Emblematic of these
wide-ranging efforts are initiatives
such as the June 2016 “Forum on
China-Africa Media Cooperation”
and the December 2013 “High-Level
Symposium of Think Tanks of China

and Central and Eastern European
Countries,” which convened
hundreds of media and think tank
professionals in China. Chinese
state-backed Confucius Institutes
operate a vast network of cultural
influence embedded in universities
and schools—more than 1,000
institutes and classrooms
operating worldwide. Iran spreads
its ideas and influence through
international educational
exchanges with universities in the
Middle East and Eurasia.

Why should we care about this
dramatic influence buildup? After all,
aren’t China, Iran and Russia simply
pursuing their own interests? They
are, to be sure. But such interests
are animated by authoritarian
political preferences, which privilege
state control above all else,
something that is abundantly clear
from the way they treat their own
media and civil society.

“With recent unrest and
concern throughout the nation
this can get people emotionally
involved, especially when (the
crime) is directed at a person for
how they live, how they look,”
Kasner said

The incident is the latest in a
series of troubling cases where
members of the Indian
community have been targeted
in apparent hate crimes.

It comes close on the heels
of the tragic shooting in Kansas
last month in which 32-year-old
Indian engineer Srinivas
Kuchibhotla was killed when 51-
year old US Navy veteran Adam
Purinton opened fire at him and
his friend Alok Madasani, yelling
“get out of my country”.

Earlier this week, Indian-
origin convenience store owner
Harnish Patel, 43, of Lancaster
in South Carolina was found
dead of gun shot wounds in his
yard. However, police said in
Patel’s killing his Indian ethnicity
does not appear to be a factor.

Jasmit Singh, a leader of the
Sikh community in Renton, said
he had been told that the Sikh
man injured in Friday’s incident
has been released from hospital.

He said the victim and his
family are “very shaken up”.

“We’re all kind of at a loss in
terms of what’s going on right
now, this is just bringing it home.
The climate of hate that has been
created doesn’t distinguish
between anyone,” he said.

Singh said that men from his
community have reported a

rise in incidents of verbal
abuse, “a kind of prejudice, a kind
of xenophobia that is nothing that
we’ve seen in the recent past.”

He said the number of

incidents targeting members of
the Sikh religion, are reminiscent
of the aftermath of the September
11 terror attacks.

“But at that time, it felt like
the (presidential) administration
was actively working to allay
those fears,” Jasmit Singh said,
adding that “now it’s a very
different dimension.”

Advocacy group The Sikh
Coalition said it calls upon local
law enforcement officials to
investigate this shooting as a
possible hate crime.

Various rights groups and
ethnic Indian organisations are
reaching out to people of the
community asking them not to
succumb to fear and
immediately report any incident
of hate crime or violence to law
enforcement authorities.

The Indo-American
Democratic Organisation
strongly condemned
Kuchibhotla’s tragic killing,
saying “the circumstances
around this horrible crime are
incredibly troubling which
includes but not limited to:
unprovoked violence in a public
venue, racial slurs, and a
senseless attack against
innocent members of the
public.”It also called on local
elected leaders to express
outrage over the “unacceptable
and appalling” situation and
publicly commit to doing what
they can to prevent and call out
hate crimes across
communities.

It said it will continue to
“represent the best interests of
the local South Asian American

community against the rise of
any and all hate crimes and we
join in partnership with many
other organisations and civic
leaders who stand for a more
just, safe and equitable country.”

India Civil Watch, a collective
of Indian-American activists and
professionals, called on Indian-
Americans to not succumb to
fear in the wake of incidents like
Kuchibotla’s murder.

The community must get
organised in broad coalitions
with others who intend to defend
immigrant and minority rights, it
said. “This is also a moment for
Indian communities in the US to
reflect, take stock, and prepare
for the oncoming weeks and
months of struggle against a
rising tide of racism and
xenophobia,” it added.

US: Attacker Yells ‘Go Back To Your Country’ Before Shooting Sikh Man

US suspends expedited
processing of H-1B visas

The new ban will exclude existing visa
holders, sources familiar with the plan have
told CNN.The H-1B visa program is the main
pathway for highly skilled foreigners to work
at  US companies.  Var ious indust r ies ,
including tech, engineering, journalism,
medicine and academia, vie each year for the
program’s 85,000 visas.

The visas are doled out by a lottery, and
the number of applicants continues to swell
each year. Last year, the demand was three
times greater than the quota.

Outsourcing firms flood the system with
applicants, obtaining visas for foreign workers and
then farming them out to tech companies. They
take a sizable cut of the salary.

While the visas are used to fill the US skills
gap, Trump has spoken out about abuse of the

program.A bipartisan bill introduced this week in
Congress calls for reform of visas for highly skilled
workers.

Lawmakers for years have debated proposals
to change the popular H-1B visa program, with
suggestions for how to fix it a highly contentious
topic.

The proposed legislation would eliminate the
lottery system in favor of a “preference system”
created by USCIS to give priority to foreign
students educated in the US. In doing so, it
would aim to weed out foreign outsourcing
firms, which are said to exploit the system.

It would also require employers to make a
“good faith effort” to recruit American workers
over  fore igners ,  as  wel l  as  g ive  the
departments of Homeland Security and Labor
more authority to investigate fraud and abuse.
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‘Authentic’ Fake On Sale
That is exactly the kind of

error that seven education
racketeers in West Delhi were
relying upon. The genuine ICSE
is a certification granted by
2,100-plus schools in the
country. In February 2016, Delhi
Police busted a racket that was
operating a website called
IndianICSE.in.

The police say the racket
offered fake degrees for
everything from Class X to an
MBBS. The website still exists
and lists a Bachelor of Law
degree as well as degree is
education, science, commerce,
business studies and several
diplomas in technical and
vocational training.

Apart from the obvious
problem with fake medical, law
and other degrees, the existence
and operation of such rackets has
a direct bearing on dubious bar

enrolments. The police also
seized a large number of degree
certificates from them, adding
these were all fake. (These
include the Tilka Manjhi
Bhagalpur University of Bihar,
whose graduation certificate
former Delhi law minister Jitender
Singh Tomar had shown.) Such
bachelor’s degrees—especially
since they are backdated—can
be easily coupled with fake or
genuine law degrees to obtain an
enrolment with a state bar
council.

The ‘education consultancy’
firm used to advertise offering
help on any form of educational
certification. ‘Students’
approaching them would be
promised and deliver a
backdated degree on a certificate
that would look very convincing.
After enrolments, they would
upload first the admit cards and

then the marks on the websites,
then deliver the ‘degrees’. The
cost would range between Rs
10,000 and Rs 2 lakh per
certificate.

The website promises a
‘temper (read: tamper)-free’
hologram and ‘special security
features’. A large number of
private employers now employ
the services of forensic
consultants who verify degrees
and antecedents of potential
employees. To beat such
intrusion, IndianICSE website
has a section that ‘verifies’ the
degree awarded to the ‘scholars’.
The portal even urges a word of
caution to those claiming fraud,
“Persons coming across and
such publications/ information/
back dated dmc/ and in receipt
of letters or emails containing
such allegations are requested
to ignore the same and bring
them to the notice of
undersigned”.

Many developed countries

offer migration to those with
technical skills. Since it offers
diplomas in technical education,
the IndianICSE website has
published a circular directed to
embassies and government
departments as well. The
verification charge for the
government and embassies is
set at Rs 2,000. Anyone looking
to affiliate their study centre with
IndianICSE need only send a
letter of application with a
demand draft for Rs 20,000.

The police say the racket was
busted in 2014. The operation
conducted by the West District
of Delhi Police was indeed
impressive, except for one thing:
the same racket, operated by the
same people, had existed in
East Delhi till the police of that
district had busted it in 2014.
That was called ICS Education
at Jalandhar. During the 2014
bust, the racketeers were found
distributing fake Class 10
degrees for Rs 42,000 from the

ICSE that has now been busted.
The arrested were released on
bail and seem to have gone back
to the trade, albeit in changed
locations.

Another website—not yet
busted—runs under the name of
The Council of Basic And
Technical Education (CBTE),
Punjab, and offers the same
phone number as IndianICSE.
CBTE’s website
(technicalcouncil.ac.in) even
claims to follow the NCERT
syllabus. A ‘Whois Lookup’
reveals that the website’s owner
is Pawiter Singh, who the Delhi
Police (East District) had
arrested for the same scam in
2014. Pawiter is registered as a
resident of Phillaur in Jalandhar
and his phone number (registered
with the domain host) went
unanswered. Surprisingly, the
website had been updated: it was
renewed last on October 2016.
This means that the scam is still
running.

Arts save young Mexicans from crime

MEXICO CITY
 Ex-drug addict Fernando Rivera
lived through hell as a youth from
a poor and violent suburb of
Mexico City - until art saved him.
Now, aged 24, he smiles as he
shows the mask with a skull
design that he wears when he
creates paintings with a spray-
can. After spending time in a
rehab clinic, he ended up at the
Arts and Crafts Factory (FARO),
a network of municipal centers
that have saved thousands like
him from lives of drugs and
violence.
 “It is like being shipwrecked and
then finding a place of refuge,” he
tells AFP. The dead bodies of
crime victims used to be found
at dawn on the spot where the
vast warehouses housing the
FARO now stand, on the outskirts
of the capital. The spot is home
to the Eastern FARO, offering free
workshops in art, crafts, drama,
literature and more to 2,000 locals.
Rivera started off at the center six
years ago on a photography
course and traveled the country
taking pictures of folk customs.
That led to an interest in social
anthropology, a subject he is now
studying at university level.

Without the center, he says, “my
life would have been totally
different.”“We are at war here
against the gangs to see how you
can recruit more young people -
with culture or with drugs,” says
award-winning photojournalist
Jesus Villaseca, who teaches at
the center.He says authorities
have neglected the surrounding
Santa Martha Acatitla district.
Cracks run through the walls of
the nearby houses and the
ground, unrepaired following an
earthquake. There are two jails in
the neighborhood but no university.

That is where the FARO - the
acronym means “Lighthouse” in
Spanish - comes in.It started 18
years ago and has since spawned
three other similar centers in other
troubled neighborhoods.One of
Villaseca’s students, Emiliano
Lopez, aged just 12, has been
taking photographs since he was
six. He specializes in pictures of
demons-trations.“Photographing
protests is a way to give a voice
to people,” he says, “and also to
express my own
complaints.”Alam Yael Bernal
recalls that his aunt brought him
to the center “almost by force”
when he was a child.He was living
with relatives after seeing his
mother killed in a shoot-out that
landed his father in jail when Alam
was 11.Many of his old
schoolmates are either dead,
jobless or in gangs. But Bernal,
now 23, is studying politics at
FARO. He wants to study to
become a journalist to report on
politics and social justice.On
arriving, “I believed in nothing.

I got rape threats for opposing ABVP, says Kargil martyr’s daughter
New Delhi

The Delhi University student, whose social
media campaign against ABVP recently
went viral, alleged
on?Sunday to have
received “rape
threats”.Lady Sri
Ram Ram College
student Gurmehar
Kaur, daughter of
Kargil martyr Captain
Mandeep Singh, said
she has attracted a barrage of hate
messages over her stand on the issue.
“I have been getting a lot of threats on social

media. I think it is very scary when people
threaten you with violence or with rape,” she
told NDTV.

Giving rape threats “in the
name of nationalism” is
not right, she added.
Her comments received
widespread support
including from Delhi chief
minister Arvind Kejriwal.
“Just listen to this. THIS
is BJP. They will destroy

our country. Everyone must rise against their
goondaism,” he tweeted while sharing her
statement. After the North Campus clash,

Kaur had changed her Facebook profile
picture holding a placard which read “I am a
student from Delhi University. I am not afraid
of ABVP. I am not alone. Every student of
India is with me. #StudentsAgainstABVP”.

Delh i  Univers i ty ’s  Ramjas
College had on Wednesday witnessed
large-scale violence between members
of AISA and ABVP workers. The genesis
of the clash was an invi te to JNU
students Umar Khalid and Shehla Rashid
to address a seminar on ‘Culture of
Protests’ which was withdrawn by the
college authorities following opposition
by the ABVP.

Canadian PM Justin Trudeau
expected to visit India later this year

New Delhi
Canadian Prime
Min is ter  Just in
Trudeau is
expected to make
a s tate v is i t  to
Ind ia la ter  th is
year,  External
A f f a i r s
s p o k e s p e r s o n
Vikas Swarup

said in New Delhi. “We expect the Canadian Prime Minister
to visit India sometime later this year,” Swarup said.
Swarup was speaking at a party organised to bid farewell as
he leaves the office of the spokesperson of the Indian External
Affairs Ministry. Swarup is headed to Canada where he will
take up the position of India’s High Commissioner to the
country.Prime Minister Narendra Modi has already visited
Canada, becoming the first prime minister in 42 years to visit
the North American country while still in office.During Modi’s
trip, India inked a multi-million-dollar deal for uranium to power
its civilian nuclear programme for five years and also inked 13
agreements, including on skill development, following talks
with then Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper.
Justin Trudeau, the son of former Canadian Prime Minister
Pierre Trudeau, assumed office in November 2015. Canada’s
population of over 35 million, includes 1.3 million people of
Indian origin.
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Zara Shahjahan, the creative
head for, Zara ShahJahan brand
, ZSJ is known for bringing back
the royal motifs and designs in
textile industry of Pakistan,
which is in conformity, with the
royal name of the brand. They
have successfully positioned
their brand in high street pret col-
lection "COCO by Zara
Shahjahan".   We got an oppor-
tunity ,to know the designer and
her work.

How did ZSJ brand come
into existence ? What was the
focal vision?

When we established in
2004, the idea was to make state
of art fashion, that makes per-

An Interview with the creative head of Zara Shahjahan

fect sense, to the needs of today’s
woman. However, as the years
have passed by, I feel as though
we have grown
in many ways,
to try and also
emulate, our
heritage and
traditions in our clothing. Our fo-
cus now, is to try and keep, our
heritage and make luxury fashion,
that can be identified as Zara
Shahjahan.

 What differentiates ZSJ
brand from the rest in the in-
dustry? Buzz word's associ-
ated with ZSJ muse.

As I said earlier, our idea is to
echo our Asian heritage and val-

ues, something I believe not many
designers are doing now. When
people think of Zara Shahjahan

they should think of
luxury, heritage,
handcrafted, ethnic
and tradition.

 S/S 17 Lawn
Collection's are out in full steam.
Where did you draw the inspira-
tion for your upcoming lawn col-
lection 2017 ?

We stayed true to our brand
identity and created this entire col-
lection around our Asian heritage.
From our Mughal fore fathers to
modern miniature paintings we tried
to embody our sub continental cul-
ture. You will see that represented
in each of our garments, there is
piece of art history behind them.
It’s important to us to re-iterate, that
we want to promote our culture, as
it is rich and very beautiful. This
lawn, manufactured by Ittehad tex-
tiles is something we are very proud
of this year.

Why did you select an ori-
ental location  like "Vietnam",
for the S/S 2017 collection ?
How does it, influence your col-
lection in terms of designs,
themes and visuals ?

We debated about this a lot,
what Asian location would do jus-
tice to our garments. Eventually,
we landed in Vietnam, a location

whose artistic culture has ties to
ours. Not only was its boundless
beauty perfect as the backdrop for
our lawn, but also it’s interesting
cultural representation emulated
that of our lawns. Certain, design
elements, came from Vietnam for
example, we took their symbolism
of what cranes and different ani-
mals meant for them, and tied it
back to our design elements. We
want to focus the attention of our
audience to Asia and its history.

How have you re-interpreted
the unstitched lawn collection
for the modern audience ?

We decided, that we would go
back to older roots, and you’ll be
able to see that, with the way we
have decided to style our lawn.

From shalwars to sharrarahs, we
want, the modern woman to be
reminded of our ethic culture and
be proud to wear it.

One major Lawn trend for
2017 which every woman
can wear ?

shalwars and ghararas.
 Does you company take

any measures to preserve the
original lawn material and
designs from being repli-
cated or counterfeited ?

 We try, every year,to
make sure that our embroider-
ies are as intricate as pos-
sible, so as to avoid being
replicated, however people
are persistent and will always
try none the less!

The Lawn Muse
Mohali

(Komal Minhas Bindra)
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