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Indian-Americans Urge US Congressman Ro Khanna To Leave Pakistan Caucus
Ro Khanna, 42, became the first Indian-American to have joined the
Congressional Pakistan Caucus last month. He is also the member
Congressional Caucus on India and Indian-Americans, which is the

largest country-specific caucus in the House of Representatives.
(News Agencies)

WASHINGTON: A record
number of 230 Indian-Ameri-
can organisations in the
United States have urged
Democratic Congressman
Ro Khanna to withdraw from
the Congressional Caucus
on Pakistan, saying it was
contrary to both American

principles and India's geo-
strategic interests.

Mr Khanna, 42, became
the first Indian-American to
have joined the Congres-
sional Pakistan Caucus last
month. He is also the mem-
ber Congressional Caucus
on India and Indian-Ameri-
cans, which is the largest

country-specific caucus in
the House of Representa-
tives.

In a letter submitted to
the Indian-American law-
maker on Monday, Indian-
American organisations, pro-
fessional associations and
community leaders urged Mr
Khanna to withdraw from the

Congressional Pakistan
Caucus.

A copy of the letter was
released by the Hindu Ameri-
can Foundation (HAF).

"As a leading member of
the House India Caucus, For-
eign Affairs Committee, and
a champion of human rights,
we are deeply troubled that you joined the Congressional

Pakistan Caucus," the letter
stated.

The letter alleged that Pa-
kistan continues to utilise
terror to attack US interests
in Afghanistan and wage a
proxy war against India.

Pakistan has shown a
complete and utter disregard
for human rights and reli-
gious freedom and was re-
cently labelled as a Country
of Particular Concern by the
US State Department for its
"systematic, ongoing, [and]
egregious violations of reli-
gious freedom" against Hin-
dus, Sikhs, Christians, Shia
and Ahmadiyya Muslims,
they said.

"We believe that your
membership in this Caucus
is contrary to both American
principles and our geo-stra-
tegic interests in the Indian
Subcontinent and the
broader South Asian region,"
the letter said.

"Accordingly, we urge
you to withdraw from the Con-
gressional Pakistan Cau-
cus. We further urge you to
write directly to Pakistani
Prime Minister Imran Khan
and meet with (Pakistan)
Ambassador Asad Majeed
Khan to address Pakistan's
ongoing use of terrorism to
destabilise the region and its
rampant and severe human
rights violations," it said.

NYC Comptroller Scott Stringer's Open Letter to Workers

New Yorker :
As many of you may know, my

office enforces state and local prevail-
ing wage laws. That means that if you
have done construction work on a New
York City public work project or have
been employed in a building service
job through a city contract or in a build-
ing with an affordable housing prop-
erty tax exemption, then you may be
entitled to prevailing wages and ben-
efits, regardless of your immigration
status. Often, workers are unaware
that our office has collected money on
their behalf. Other times, the workers
are afraid to come forward because of
fear of retaliation by their employer or

because of their immigration status. If
you believe you were underpaid on a
City-funded job – no matter who you
are, or where you’re from – let us know.
We work to recoup unpaid wages with
interest, and we collect money for
workers regardless of their immigra-
tion status or whether they still live in
New York City or have moved to an-
other state or country. Because in-
formed workers are their own best ad-
vocates, my office has started a new
initiative to fine contractors that fail to
provide written notice to their employ-
ees of their right to receive prevailing
wages and benefits.  Workers that
know their rights are less likely to be

exploited by unscrupulous employers.
Since taking office in 2014, we

have assessed more than $28 million
against City contractors in unpaid pre-
vailing wages with interest and penal-
ties, returned more than $13.5 million
to workers, and barred over 50 con-
tractors who took advantage of work-
ers from State and City public work
contracts. And we’ve done it because
people came forward. No New Yorker
should be exploited, and no New
Yorker should be illegally underpaid,
regardless of their immigration status.
Together, we can make an honest
day’s pay for an honest day’s work a
reality on City-funded jobs.

You Have Labor Rights Regardless of Immigration Status
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‘Namaste... and sorry’: Tulsi Gabbard’s
message to PM Modi ahead of Houston event

While warmly welcoming the prime minister, Gabbard apologised for not being able to
attend the event due to prior commitments related to her presidential campaigns in Iowa.

(News Agencies) US
congresswoman Tulsi
Gabbard released a video
message Thursday wel-
coming Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to the
United States but said she
won’t be able to make it to
the Howdy, Modi! outreach
because of her presidential
campaign obligations.

“Namaste! I would like
to extend a warm welcome
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on his latest visit to
the US,” Gabbard said,
adding, “and I am sorry
that I will not be able to join
there in person due to pre-
viously scheduled presi-
dential campaign
events.”Gabbard is the first
Hindu elected to US con-
gress and has been close
to Prime Minister Modi,
who had sent her gifts on
her wedding in 2015 and
she attended both his pre-
vious diaspora outreach
events in New York and

San Jose.“I’m very happy
to see that Howdy Modi is
bringing together Indian
Americans and Hindu
Americans from across
our country, including
many of my colleagues
in the U.S. Congress.”
said Gabbard. “India is
the world’s oldest and
largest democracy, and
one of the United States
most important all ies.
The Unites States and
India must work closely
together if we are to ad-
dress the pressing is-
sues that impact our na-
tions, our countries, and
the entire world—such as
combating climate
change, preventing nuclear
war and nuclear prolifera-
tion, and improving the eco-
nomic well-being of our
people.”

As a candidate for the
Democratic party’s presi-
dential nomination she has
faced scrutiny of those ties

and campaign contribu-
tions from Hindu-Ameri-
cans. And she has sought
to distance herself from
him. In May she told Th
Intercept,  “There are

things that are happen-
ing within the Indian gov-
ernment that I disagree
with. I don’t pretend to
support or approve or
endorse all the practices

of the rul ing party in
India.”Gabbard said in
the video message she will
be campaigning in Iowa at
the time of the Houston out-
reach, trying to stay in the

race. She failed to qualify
for the last presidential de-
bate and if she is unable to
make it to the next one, her
candidature will be in serious
jeopardy.

DHS walks back decision to halt medical deportation relief
(News Agencies) Acting Home-

land Security Department Secretary
Kevin McAleenan has directed fed-
eral immigration officials to resume
processing deportation relief requests
for people receiving treatment for se-
rious medical conditions. The deci-
sion reverses an earlier move by U.S.
Citizenship and Immigration Services
to put a freeze on the requests, known
as “deferred action.” The earlier deci-
sion made an exception for military
members and their families, but
sought to deny relief to other
applicants."At the direction of Acting
Secretary McAleenan, USCIS is re-
suming its consideration of non-mili-
tary deferred action requests on a dis-
cretionary, case-by-case basis, ex-
cept as otherwise required by an ap-
plicable statute, regulation, or court

order,” a USCIS spokesperson said
in a written statement. USCIS quietly
changed its policy around deferred
action last month. The agency sent
letters to roughly 400 applicants that
told them the requests would not be
processed and that they should de-
part the country within 33 days.
Democrats and pro-migrant advo-
cates blasted the move. A House
Oversight subcommittee held a hear-
ing on the issue last week that fea-
tured testimony from two undocu-
mented immigrants with serious
medical conditions. Both witnesses
had received letters informing them
their deferred action requests would
not be considered. “It should not take
an emergency hearing by Congress
— and threats for more — to force
the Trump administration to do the

right thing,” said Oversight Chairman
Elijah Cummings (D-Md.) in a written
statement. “Our committee will con-
tinue to seek answers about who was
responsible for this cruel policy in the
first place.”

An internal USCIS memo ob-
tained by POLITICO and published
last week showed that the agency
urged McAleenan to rescind its de-
ferred action authority altogether. The
memo was prepared by USCIS Policy
and Strategy Chief Kathy Nuebel
Kovarik for a Sept. 9 meeting to be
led by acting USCIS Director Ken
Cuccinelli. In the document, Nuebel
Kovarik wrote that if McAleenan de-
clined to remove the authority alto-
gether, he should at least keep the
current guidance halting any future
requests for relief.
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'Storm Area 51' has Nevada desert towns on edge
as they brace themselves for flood of visitors

(News Agencies)LAS
VEGAS – In an area known
for mystery and intrigue, the
biggest unknown lies in the
days ahead.

The tiny Nevada towns
that dot the landscape of
the high desert areas about
100 miles north of bustling
Las Vegas are preparing for
a possible influx of thou-
sands of people over the
next several days due to
the viral "Storm Area 51"
and the related festivals
that have sprung up.

Thousands of alien-ob-
sessed visitors, and just a
pair of gas stations along a
lone two-lane road."If there
happens to be any prob-
lem, people could be
trapped out here," Ken Sig,
a tour guide at Las Vegas
Adventure Tours, told Fox
News Wednesday during a
lengthy 10-hour tour of the
area. "It could be like

Woodstock in the
desert."Area 51 is popularly
known as the site of ru-
mored government studies
of outer space aliens. The
"Storm Area 51" Facebook
event went viral in July as
people pledged to crash the
secret military base in an
attempt to "see them
aliens." More than 2 million
Facebook users have now
said they are going, with
over 1.4 million replying
they were interested.The
Internet joke that went viral
has spurred two rural Ne-
vada counties to draft an
emergency declaration,
with local law enforcement
planning to team resources
with the state and neighbor-
ing counties ahead of Sept.
20-22 events. During the
day on Wednesday, numer-
ous emergency vehicles
could be seen heading north
along U.S. 93 toward the

site, and staging areas
could be seen with fire and
rescue personnel.

Flight restrictions have
been issued for the area
surrounding Area 51 from
Thursday through Sunday,
according to the Federal
Aviation Administration. The
FAA's "notice to airmen"
states that pilots are not
allowed to operate aircraft
near the Nevada National
Security Site from 7 a.m.
on Thursday through the
same time on Sunday for
"special security reasons,"
the FAA's note states.

Sig, who has lived in the
Vegas area for nearly 30
years and worked for Ad-
venture Tours for about
seven months, told Fox
News on Wednesday he's
given about 100 tours to the
area but in recent weeks
there's been a notable
uptick in security that's

made things "very fluid." On
a recent tour, he was con-
fronted by dozens of armed
guards on the side road to
Area 51's popular main
gate, causing him to turn
back.

The road that leads to the
main gate of Area 51 inter-
sects other dirt and gravel
roads, making it easy to acci-
dentally end up on private prop-
erty. Those trekking to the
area relying on basic GPS
without a professional tour
guide may risk facing hefty
fines, jail time, or worse.

"If you don't know the ar-
eas, you aren't going to know

the spots," Sig told Fox
News.Traveling through the
area, dotted by Joshua trees
and occasional wildlife, distant
swirls of dust can occasion-
ally be seen that, on a closer
look, are stirred up by a ve-
hicle. On the road to what's
known as Area 51's so-called
"back gate," a white un-
marked truck appeared on a
side road before turning off in
a direction as other vehicles
could be seen lurking further
away on distant hills."Nobody
for sure knows what's going
to happen in the next few days
here," he told Fox News. "It's
one of those things that time

will tell."
The owner of Las Vegas

Adventure Tours and opera-
tor of GetYourGuide's Area
51 tour, Will Tryon, previ-
ously told Fox News his
company won't be taking
customers out into the area
from Sept. 19 to 22 out of
concerns that things could
"get difficult," including the
possibility that the few gas
stations in the area may run
out of fuel. "We have to
think first of the safety of
their customers," he said.
"I don't think putting a cus-
tomer in that kind of situa-
tion is a safe choice."

The Surreal Reason This Woman Can't Sue
Massage Envy Over Her Sexual Assault
(News Agencies) Lilly

just wanted to cancel her
membership with Massage
Envy.  The 49-year-old Cali-
fornia woman, who is only giv-
ing her first name to protect
her identity, says she was
sexually assaulted by a mas-
sage therapist at one of the
company’s spas in 2016. She
is one of more than 180
women who filed sexual as-
sault complaints against the
company.  Lilly, for her part,
complained to the police, the
state licensing board and the
company. A year and a half
later, she realized Massage
Envy was still billing her every
month for her spa member-
ship. Frustrated and angry,
she downloaded the
company’s app hoping that
she could use it to cancel.

That’s when things got
even worse. When Lilly
clicked to agree to the app’s
terms and conditions, she
also agreed to take any com-
plaints about the company to
arbitration, a secret court
where she would have no right
to a jury trial and where the
deck is often stacked against
victims of sexual assault and
harassment.

Lilly’s case, though ex-
treme, is not unusual. Hun-
dreds of millions of Americans
have unwittingly signed away
their right to go to court against
most of the biggest compa-
nies in the world through the
practice that’s known as
forced arbitration. These
agreements are tucked into
online terms of service or bur-
ied in cellphone or credit card
agreements. They’re even
slapped onto stickers placed
on washing machines.

This Friday, the House is
expected to vote on a bill, the
Forced Arbitration Injustice
Repeal Act, that would ban
forced arbitration. The FAIR Act
would prohibit so-called pre-
dispute arbitration agree-
ments in all employment, civil
rights, consumer and antitrust
cases.

If the law passes, Ameri-
cans could still choose to take
a dispute to arbitration but no
one would be forced to give up
their right to go to court. The
bill is expected to pass in the
House, with wide Democratic
support. At least one Republi-
can, Rep. Matt Gaetz (Fla.),
also backs the Fair Act.

The vote Friday would

mark the first time an arbitra-
tion bill has even made it out
of committee. Though, it isn’t
expected to pass the Repub-
lican-controlled Senate. In
floor debates at the House
on Wednesday, one Re-
publican congresswoman,
Rep. Debbie Lesko of Ari-
zona, summarized the op-
position, saying the bill
would be a boon to trial law-
yers ? and flood the courts
with class-action lawsuits.
She contended arbitration is
faster for victims and less
costly. Lawyers and victims
who’ve gone through the
process say those claims
have little grounding in re-
ality.

Still, even though the bill
might not become law, ac-
tivists and arbitration oppo-
nents are celebrating a vic-
tory.

“The fact this is coming
to the house floor for a vote
is a pretty monumental de-
velopment,” said Karla
Gilbride, a senior attorney
at Public Justice, who rep-
resents workers and con-
sumers in cases against
corporations that involved
forced arbitration.

Don't take CBD products into the UAE,
UK government warns travelers

(News Agencies) Your body lotion or
e-cigarette could get you into serious
trouble in the United Arab Emirates
(UAE). This was the British government's
message to travelers to the Emirates -- a
country with a policy of zero tolerance
for bringing drugs to the country.While the
UAE's strict views on drug trafficking are
well known, the UK's Foreign and Com-
monwealth Office (FCO) this week re-
minded travelers that even if they don't
see the drug, it doesn't mean it's not there.

In particular, the FCO warns that
"some skincare products and E-cigarette
refills may contain ingredients that are
illegal in the UAE, such as CBD oil." CBD
oil contains cannabidiol, a substance
found in the marijuana plant and some-
times used for pain management.It can
be bought legally in most European coun-

tries, provided it has a limited amount of
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the psycho-
active substance in cannabis -- ie, the
one that gets users high.

CBD oil without THC has gained popu-
larity as an ingredient in cosmetics,
thanks to claims it has anti-inflammatory
properties.

Products containing CBD include
soaps, moisturizers, eyeliners and lip-
sticks and are legally sold in most Euro-
pean countries and the United States.

However, the Foreign Office warns that
bringing even the smallest amount of an
illegal drug into the UAE can lead to a
jail sentence of at least four years.

And it's not just carrying drugs that is
illegal. According to the FCO, Emirati au-
thorities count the presence of drugs in
the blood stream as possession.
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Trump sues to try to stop tax returns from being sent to NY prosecutor
(News Agencies) Presi-

dent Donald Trump is su-
ing his long-time account-
ing firm Mazars USA and
New York district attorney
Cyrus Vance to attempt to
stop his accounting records
and tax returns from being
sent to the local prosecu-
tor, arguing he can't be
prosecuted while in the
White House.

The suit is the boldest
broadside yet against any
local or state prosecutors
who may want to investi-
gate Trump while he serves
in the White House. For the
first time, Trump's private
legal team pushes an argu-
ment into federal court that
the President should be
immune from criminal in-
vestigation while in office.

"Virtually 'all legal
commenters agree' that a
sitting President of the
United States is not 'sub-
ject to the criminal process'
while he is in office," his
attorneys write at the start
of the complaint, citing a
legal memo and a Yale Law

Journal article. "Yet a
county prosecutor in New
York, for what appears to be
the first time in our nation's
history, is attempting to do
just that."Trump's lawsuit
says Vance's actions are
politically motivated to "ha-
rass" him and hurt the
President during his reelec-
tion campaign, and it says
Vance's subpoenas are un-
constitutional because
they're part of an attempt to
investigate a sitting Presi-
dent.

Trump's team, however,
acknowledges that "no
court has had to squarely
consider the question" of
whether a sitting President
can be criminally pros-
ecuted or investigated.

In this case, Trump is
asking a federal judge to bar
Vance and Mazars from
making any moves to fulfill
or enforce the subpoena
until Trump has left office.

Vance subpoenaed
eight years of Trump's tax
returns from Mazars, which
had done accounting for

both Trump and the Trump
Organization, as part of an
investigation into hush
money payments, CNN re-
ported on Monday.

The subpoena, sent Au-
gust 29, asked the account-
ing firm for tax returns, other
financial statements and
communications related to
several Trump companies,
the Trump Foundation, the
Donald J. Trump Revocable
Trust and Trump himself.

Vance also in early Au-
gust used a grand jury in
New York to subpoena
Trump's business for
records related to him. That
subpoena asked the com-
pany for documents and
communications about
Michael Cohen, the tabloid
publisher American Media
Inc and two women, Stormy
Daniels and Karen
McDougal, from 2015 to
September 2018, according
to Thursday's lawsuit. The
two women alleged affairs
with Trump, which he has
denied, and the grand jury
was looking into Trump Or-

ganization accounting of
reimbursements for hush
money payments related to
the women's
accusations.The topic of
indicting a president was a
significant question during
the Mueller investigation --
since the special counsel
investigated whether the
President obstructed jus-
tice by attempting to thwart
the Russia investigation.
But the topic never ended
up in court, after Mueller
acknowledged a Justice
Department policy that
said a sitting President
couldn't be charged with a
federal crime, and Mueller
left the prosecution decision
up to Justice Department
leadership. The Attorney
General and Deputy Attor-
ney General declined to
bring a case. The President
was also never subpoenaed
in that investigation.

The Vance subpoena
case joins about a half
dozen other ongoing federal
lawsuits where Trump's po-
litical critics seek his tax

returns or other financial
records and Trump is try-
ing to stop them.

In some ways, the
Vance subpoena matter
mirrors another court fight
over whether Trump's ac-
countants must respond to
subpoenas for Trump's fi-
nancial records earlier this
year. In that case, Trump
sued a US House commit-
tee and Mazars after the
committee subpoenaed
eight years of accounting
records earlier this spring.
Trump lost before a trial
court in that case but is now
waiting for a decision from
the federal appeals court in
Washington. Congress has
so far successfully argued

it can pursue subpoenas
like those related to Trump,
but Trump's lawyers claim
the House has no valid leg-
islative reason to collect the
information.

In this and other cases,
House Democrats and
Vance have yet to obtain
Trump's financial records.

Vance subpoenaed eight
years of Trump's tax returns
from Mazars, which had done
accounting for both Trump and
the Trump Organization, as
part of an investigation into
hush money payments, CNN
reported on Monday. In re-
sponse to both the House and
the Vance subpoenas,
Mazars has said it would com-
ply with legal obligations it has.
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The adverse impact of climate change
The human cost of climate change is

increasing every year. According to a re-
port in the Hindustan Times, this year’s
June 1-September 14
monsoon saw the
highest number of
extreme rainfall
events (1,800), and
the most people
(1,422) killed in the
season, since data
started being re-
corded in 2010. Data
also showed that
monsoon- re la ted
deaths were more widespread across
India than in any previous year with the
highest toll of 317 in Maharashtra, fol-
lowed by 203 in West Bengal and 200 in
Madhya Pradesh. It’s not just rain-re-
lated deaths; other extreme weather-re-
lated events such as heat waves or cy-
clonic storms, are also having huge im-
pact on the people, especially the poor.
On July 9, the government informed the
Lok Sabha that over 2,400 people died
due to extreme weather events in the last
one year. Between 1980 and 2010, the
government added, India experienced
431 major natural disasters. Unfortu-
nately, minister of state for environment
Babul Supriyo, added that “direct attri-
bution to climate change [to the extreme
weather events] has not been indicated”.
But United Nations reports have said that
over the last 40 years there has been a
doubling of extreme weather events,
causing huge loss of life, disrupted bil-
lions of lives and caused staggering eco-
nomic losses.

To reduce climate-related deaths,
mitigation and resilience, which the

Paris Climate Agreement talks about,
every policy decision needs to be
evaluated from the climate angle. In

addition, India’s governments and
people must recognise the protective
value of forests, and strictly enforce
regulations that protect them. Second,
stop building infrastructure on danger
zones such as flood plains or at the
foot of unstable hills. Third, alleviate
poverty and strength public institutions
to reduce the risk. Fourth, improve
forecasts and multi-hazard early warn-
ings, be it on heat waves or floods.

While the central governments
have been pushing the states to im-
prove their climate action, the perfor-
mance of the states has been varied
across the country, says Driving cli-
mate action: State leadership in India,
a May 2019 report by the Climate
Group. This is unfortunate because the
climate-laggard states must realise,
as the data-rich report also shows, that
along with saving lives, economic gain
and climate action can go hand in
hand. This is borne out by the fact that
the top 10 performing climate action
states align almost identically with the
10 highest per capita income states.

How US policy in Af-Pak
has hurt Indian interests
When United States (US) President

Donald Trump joins Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s 50,000-strong public rally
in Houston next week, it will showcase
the strength of the US-India relationship.
But the powerful symbolism should not
blind us to the divergent US and Indian
interests in India’s neighbourhood, espe-
cially the Afghanistan-Pakistan (Af-Pak)
region. Indeed, before the rally, Trump will
likely get the India trade deal that he has
sought.

The collapse of the deal between the
chief US negotiator, Zalmay Khalilzad, and
the Afghan Taliban is unlikely to compel
the US to adopt a long-term approach to
the Af-Pak region so that it ceases to be
the global hotbed of terrorism. Even if
Trump had signed off on the deal, it would
not have brought peace to Afghanistan.
Indeed, it would have only triggered a new
war between Afghan nationalists and
Pakistan’s proxies.

Successive US presidents’ short-range
approach to the Af-Pak region has fos-
tered Afghanistan’s destabilisation, ce-
mented the Pakistan military’s grip within
the country, and meant enduring security
costs for India.

How the Af-Pak situation directly im-
pinges on Indian security has been ap-
parent since the 1980s, when the US used
Islam as an ideological tool to spur jihad
against the Soviet military intervention in
Afghanistan. Portions of the US Central
Intelligence Agency’s (CIA) multibillion-
dollar military aid to the anti-Soviet guer-
rillas (out of whom al Qaeda evolved) were
siphoned off by the conduit, Pakistan’s
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI), to ignite
an Islamist insurrection in the Indian state
of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K). The Islam-
ists demographically transformed the
Kashmir Valley by expelling virtually all
Kashmiri Pandits but not before kidnap-
ping and murdering hundreds of them, in-
cluding gouging out their victims’ eyes and
gangraping women.

It was America’s Af-Pak policy —
centred on rewards to Pakistan — that
helped bring terrorism to India, including
a vicious jihad culture to the Kashmir Val-
ley. To undermine India’s internal secu-
rity, the Inter-Services Intelligence just
copied the CIA’s playbook against the
Soviets in Afghanistan. The US’ relation-
ship with the Pakistan army and ISI, de-
spite ups and downs, remains cosy,
emboldening their death-by-a-thousand-
cuts strategy against India. Nothing can
be more galling for New Delhi than the
perverse equivalence Trump draws be-
tween India and Pakistan.

The now-scuttled US deal with the
Taliban was proof that America not only
negotiates with terrorists, but is also will-
ing to get in bed with the killers of US
soldiers. Trump’s plan to host Taliban and
felicitate them as “peace makers” at Camp
David was redolent of a 1985 White House
ceremony where Ronald Reagan gestured
towards several Afghan mujahideen and

declared, “These gentlemen are the
moral equivalent of America’s founding
fathers.”Like their procreator, Pakistan,
the Taliban use terrorism as their main
leverage. Pakistan’s investment in ter-
rorism has been paying rich dividends
to it and its proxies. The Taliban has
forced the Americans to seek Pakistani
support for a face-saving exit. The divi-
dends are also apparent from the re-
newed US courtship of Pakistan.

The US, meanwhile, has increas-
ingly turned its global war on terrorism
into a geopolitical tool. The result is
greater jihadism and terrorism. Last
week, marking the anniversary of the
9/11 terror attacks, the US added more
individuals and groups to its terrorism
lists, including Noor Wali, the new head
of the Pakistani Taliban. This outfit is
the nemesis of the Pakistan military but
poses no threat to the Afghanistan-
based US forces, whose battlefield foe
is the Afghan Taliban. Yet conspicu-
ously missing from the US terrorism list
is the Afghan Taliban or any ISI or other
Pakistani military official. By contrast,
the US has imposed terrorism sanc-
tions on Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary
Guards Corps and individuals with ties
to it.

Three successive Pakistani Taliban
chiefs have been assassinated in US
strikes, with each killing designed to
win Pakistan’s cooperation in Afghani-
stan. But, despite all i ts talk of
counterterrorism cooperation with India,
the US will not kill any of the India-
wanted, Pakistan-based terrorists, also
on the US terrorism lists. The $10 mil-
lion US bounty on Hafiz Saeed since
2012, for example, is all for show.

In Afghanistan, a war-weary US is
justifiably seeking to cut its losses.
Ending the longest war in US history
is integral to rolling back America’s
“imperial overstretch” — a Trump goal.
But to prevent the Taliban from recap-
turing power in Kabul, the US will have
to keep a residual force. It can draw
down its forces without making con-
cessions to the Taliban and Pakistan.
Its endless search for a Faustian bar-
gain with the Taliban is engendering
growing bloodshed in Afghanistan and
imposing ever greater costs on Af-
Pak’s neighbours.

For too long, India has taken a cau-
tious and reactive approach to regional
security issues. If it is not to be weighed
down by the Af-Pak region, it must take
a long-term view and become proactive.
It should capitalise on the remarkable
goodwill it enjoys in Afghanistan, where
it is the favourite of the patriots in their
fight against Pakistan’s proxies. With-
out putting boots on the ground, India
must play a much bigger role in Afghani-
stan, including to safeguard the
multibillion-dollar assistance it has pro-
vided that country, and to checkmate
Pakistan.
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PM Narendra Modi in the US: What are the stakes?
He will seek new economic alliances and reassure stakeholders that the slowdown in India is temporary

(News Agencies) Later
this month, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will visit the
United States (US) to address
the United Nations General
Assembly in New York. Dur-
ing the trip, Modi will also visit
Houston to engage the Indian
diaspora and boost India’s
economic ties with the US.

The significance of the
Houston visit has been
heightened by the fact the
White House has announced
that US President Donald
Trump will participate in a
major diaspora event to be
held there. The White House
press release states the
President will be joining Modi
because, “It will be a great
opportunity to emphasise the
strong ties between the people
of the United States and
India... and to discuss ways
to deepen their energy and
trade relationship.”

President Trump might
also be coming to Houston
because he likes to be in front
of large audiences and in this
US presidential campaign
season there may be some
Trump supporters and
prospective donors at this
event. The nature of the Texas
economy and the size of the
Indian diaspora in the state
give it great potential for Modi
and India.

With a GDP of $1.8 trillion,
the state of Texas is America’s
second largest economy with
an economy bigger than
those of Canada and Russia.
India is currently Houston’s
fourth-largest trading partner.
Last year, the bilateral trade
exceeded $7 billion, nearly a
tenth of India-US bilateral
trade.

While this is a large
amount, there is a significant
opportunity to increase trade
with Texas substantially —
especially in the energy
sector. As India progresses
toward becoming a $5 trillion
economy over the next few
years, its energy needs will
increase dramatically. The
Middle East and Russia will
not be able to satisfy those
needs. Texas has the
resources to help do so.

The Lone Star state is a
leader in crude oil production
and its refineries process more
than a fourth of all the US oil
refining.

It’s not just the natural and
business resources of Texas
that make the Houston visit
appealing, it is the human

resources as well. Texas is
home to a quarter million
Indian-Americans, having the
fourth-largest Indian-
American population in the
US after California, New York
and New Jersey.

The Modi government is
well aware of this and that is
why on September 22, Prime
Minister Modi will address a
Texas-sized audience of
50,000 Indian Americans in
the NRG Stadium in Houston
at a gathering named “Howdy,
Modi!” — notice the Texan
twang. This will be by far the
largest crowd Modi has
addressed in the United
States.

On his first visit to the US
in 2014, he spoke to nearly
18,000 Indian Americans at
Madison Square Garden in
New York City, two years later
he addressed a crowd of a
similar size in San Jose in the
Silicon Valley of California.
Having covered the two U.S.
coasts in 2014 and 2016,
selecting Houston as the
venue for this visit is a solid

strategic choice for these
pivotal times.

Unlike their compatriots
on the two coasts and in the
Midwest, who tend to be more
liberal, Indian Americans in the
South tend to be more
conservative in their political
ideology and thus more
aligned with Modi’s politics.

Given this, one can
expect Modi to make a big
investment pitch to those in
the stadium, especially given
India’s recent economic
downturn. Over the past
several months, as economic
growth has slowed down, a
number of foreign institutional
investors have either pulled
their money out of India or
stopped additional
investment. The Indian
diaspora in this country could
step up and help fill this gap
by committing financial
support to India.

Modi, in return, might
announce a direct flight
connecting Houston and
India. The South is the only
region in the United States

that does not have direct flights
to India.

On the whole, the event
billed “Howdy, Modi! Shared
Dreams, Bright Futures” will
feature a series of
entertainment and cultural
programs, reflecting bilateral
cultural ties and Indian
American heritage, can be
expected to play out as an
Indian-American love-fest.
And, the Prime Minister will
undoubtedly, as he does on
all these occasions, perform
exceptionally well and
generate great enthusiasm
from those in attendance

After Houston, Modi will
travel to New York where he
will not be the main act but
one of many speakers at the
annual Bloomberg Global
Business Forum. Other
notable speakers at this
year’s Forum include global
business and government
leaders such as former
Presidents Bill Clinton and
George W Bush and Christine
LaGarde, former managing
director of the International

Monetary Fund and incoming
president of the European
Central Bank. PM Modi will
certainly be well received and
his remarks will be listened
closely as corporate leaders
and investors from the US and
around the world take the
measure of India’s current
economic conditions and
plans for the future. No
decisions will be made at this
event but it does provide the
opportunity to assuage any
concerns or misgivings that
those in the business
community might have
regarding India’s current
state. The Kashmir situation
will get some media attention

during Modi’s trip and attract
some protesters but it is
unlikely to dominate the
coverage either in the US or
India or to be a centerpiece
for Modi’s conversations. As
a result, what is at stake on
Modi’s September visit to the
United States is increasing
the financial support from
those in the Indian
American diaspora for
India; forging some new
economic alliances; and
reassuring corporate and
government leaders that
the economic setbacks
have been only temporary
and that India will soon return
to a fast growth path.

A tale of colliding motivations, expectations and aims
Taliban, Rawalpindi declared victory too soon. The game now depends on Trump’s calculations

United States President Donald
Trump has failed to meet his deadline
of September 1 for a peace
agreement with the Taliban. He has
also cancelled his planned meeting
with the leaders of the extremist
militia. There were many reasons for
this. In part, the Taliban began
celebrating too early and began to
give the perception of a government-
in-waiting, negotiating a transfer of
power. The Pakistan military,
intermediaries on behalf of the
Taliban, were similarly exultant. A
pushback was inevitable. Taliban-
backed terror attacks only helped.

The rush towards a deal with the
Taliban risked completely
marginalising the formally-elected
government in Kabul. That
government has its limitations and
Afghan democracy is far from perfect.
Yet, in the past 18 years, since the
removal of the Taliban in 2001,
Afghanistan has seen gains in social
and gender reforms, development and
capacity building, and political and
economic evolution. This has come
at a great price. In the United States,
there is a sense of sacrifice of blood
and treasure.

To walk away with no guarantee
of the gains being sustained — and
with the Taliban giving no assurances
of mending its ways, sharing power,
or even ceasing to harbour terrorists
— was always foolhardy. The bet in
Rawalpindi, and among the Taliban,
has been that Trump is essentially

an isolationist whose constituency is
fatigued by war; and he wants to
withdraw from global security
responsibilities. That is why the
Taliban played hardball. It was
convinced the White House would
agree to just about anything, if only
to ensure substantial troop
withdrawals before the 2020 US
presidential election.

Trump is never consistent; his last
decision is only as final as his last
tweet. In the months ahead, he will
continue to seek an exit strategy. The
“remainers” — those in the American
system who worry about a hasty
departure — will continue to seek to
tire him out. Already, they have
succeeded in moderating his initial
rhetoric of bringing back every single
soldier. The cat-and-mouse game will
continue till Trump is convinced that
an Afghanistan withdrawal is no longer
a factor in his re-election campaign.
When (and if) that point arrives is
anybody’s guess.

What is holding back Trump —
and may even have spooked him —
is the idea of an immediate collapse
of the political arrangement in Kabul
if the US announces a “we’re going
home” timetable. A return to a full-
fledged Taliban/Taliban-style regime
will make for messy media headlines.
It will also raise questions from military
families about how their contributions
have been insulted.The media doesn’t
bother Trump but misgivings among
the military community — many of

whom are drawn from patriotic, blue-
collar heartland constituencies on
which the US president depends —
would be serious. This sentiment will
harden if a US withdrawal is followed
by any terror attack on American
territory or assets that can be traced
back to Afghanistan. If this were to
happen before the November vote in
the US, it would jeopardise Trump.

On their part, the military and the
department of defence have been
doing their utmost to oppose, delay
and sabotage their president’s Afghan
departure programme. They worry
that whatever the circumstances, and
whichever the pieces of paper the
Taliban signs, a US withdrawal will
be read as surrender.

From counter-insurgency and
nation building, the US mission in
Afghanistan is now restricted to a
narrower counterterrorism and
containment. Frankly, it is not
losing lives the way it was. In every
year from 2016 to 2019 (so far),
fewer than 20 American troops
have been killed in action in
Afghanistan. This number used to
be in the hundreds – 710 body
bags in 2010 and 563 in 2011, to
pick two examples.

The military is also clear that once
it goes, it can never come back. It will
have to destroy or write-off billions of
dollars of equipment in Afghanistan,
carefully put in place over 18 years.
Absence of sea access makes it
logistically impossible to bring back

that equipment. The write-off the US
military will incur will, by itself, be
larger than the GDP of most
countries. Anyone who Trump
appoints to the job of Secretary of
Defence, even his most ardent
loyalist, will appreciate the
Pentagon’s arguments. No wonder
the previous incumbent, James
Mattis, was the face of “remain” in
Washington, DC.

The implications of a possible
US withdrawal are also
reshaping approaches in the
neighbourhood of Afghanistan.
For their own reasons, Pakistan,
China, Russia and Iran al l
initially welcomed the prospect
of American humiliation. Iran has
done tactical business with the
Taliban in the past decade to
embarrass and weaken
American presence. Such a
partnership is not sustainable,
and Iran will sooner or later be
sucked into a post-withdrawal
civil war, aiding anti-Taliban
groups.

Russia is also beginning to
hedge its bets. It is dawning on
the Kremlin that what benefits
Beijing does not automatically
benefit Moscow. A Taliban
takeover will endanger the
countries of Central Asia and
threaten them with Islamist
insurgencies. These countries
were, and substantially still
remain, Russia’s backyard.
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Narendra Modi is a multi-faceted personality
He is transforming India with his fortitude, politics of development, and firm decisions

By Amit Shah
Today is the 69th birthday of

our Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi. Since his early childhood,
Modiji has devoted himself to the
service of the nation. As a young
man, he showed a strong incli-
nation towards working for the
uplift of the downtrodden. Born
into a poor family, Modiji had a
tough childhood, which motivated
him to work for the poor and help
them break the shackles of pov-
erty.

Apart from his devotion to-
wards helping one and all, and
serving humanity passionately,
Modiji is also known for his
organisational abilities and politi-
cal fortitude. In 1987, when he
was made the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP)’s organisation sec-
retary for Gujarat, the party had
only 12 Members of Legislative
Assembly (MLAs) in the state.
But Modiji’s organisational skills
and political deftness made it
possible for the party to capture
67 seats in the 1990 assembly
elections. Then, in 1995, the BJP
won 121 seats in Gujarat and
formed the government in the

state. Since then, the BJP has
remained undefeated and its lead-
ers have been continuously serv-
ing the people of Gujarat. Today,
the party is a force to reckon with
in Gujarat, and this has been
made possible only due to the
organisational base created by
Modiji in the state and the devel-
opment work he initiated during
his chief ministership.

Modiji also worked as the
BJP’s national general secretary
and had then sowed the seeds
of the party’s pan-India growth.
Today, the BJP is the world’s larg-
est political party, and it is all due
to the vision of Modiji.

During the 1990s, I got the
chance to work for the BJP un-
der Modiji’s leadership in Gujarat.
I remember that there was an
exhaustive and elaborate party
membership campaign being run
in Gujarat. The way Modiji used
to organise membership drives
down to the grassroots level was
not just a learning experience for
the party workers, but it was en-
lightening for me as well.

When Modiji became the chief
minister of Gujarat in 2001, it

paved the way for changing the
development paradigm in the
state. During that time, he initi-
ated several programmes, which
were considered
“unimplementable”. When he de-
cided to provide 24x7 power sup-
ply to every household in Gujarat,
the idea had very few buyers. But
through his political fortitude,
strong determination and passion
to work for the people, Modiji
achieved this dream and showed
the world that when there is a will,
there is a way. There are numer-
ous examples of how Modiji’s
image as a go-getter transformed
Gujarat.

It was the Modiji-led Gujarat
model of development that
worked in favour of the BJP
across India. It gave a clear mes-
sage to the masses that if the
leadership is committed, then a
true welfare State is possible.
Gujarat’s growth story built a si-
lent appreciation for the BJP
across the country, which led to
people showing the door to the
corrupt, indifferent and inefficient
Congress-led United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) government and

gave a decisive mandate to
Modiji.With the motto — ‘sabka
saath, sabka vikas’ — Modiji
started many initiatives for pov-
erty alleviation, resulting in a
qualitative change in the living
conditions of the poor. It would
not be far-fetched to say that af-
ter Modiji became the prime min-
ister, the poor have begun to be-
lieve that the government is sen-
sitive towards their needs, hopes
and aspirations. Another impor-
tant thing to take note of is that,
despite the heavy public expen-
diture on various developmental
schemes by the government, not
one charge of corruption has been
levelled against the Modi govern-
ment.

The chains of nepotism,
casteism and the politics of ap-
peasement, which had gripped
India’s politics for long, have been
broken under Modiji’s leadership.
It has also broken one political
myth. It is surprising that Modiji’s
caste accounts for less than 1%
of Gujarat’s population. But the
reason for his victories in the
state, and now across India, is
due to his politics of development
and commitment towards the
poor and downtrodden.

Under Modiji’s leadership, not
only is the country working to-
wards a developed society, but
India’s profile has also risen con-
siderably on the global platform.
The strongest proof of this is the
world upholding India’s position
on Article 370 and denouncing
Pakistan’s stand. Pakistan has
been left high and dry in its ef-
forts to put India down internation-
ally. Similarly, member states of
the United Nations giving a green
light to Modiji’s proposal of ac-
cording international recognition
to Yoga Diwas is also a sign
of India’s growing clout glo-
bally. Modiji believes in shak-
ing things up to get the desired
results. Keeping in mind the
ills of vote bank politics, who
would have thought that any

party would dare to bring a law
on triple talaq to liberate Muslim
women or remove Article 370 to
ensure the complete integration
of Jammu and Kashmir into the
national mainstream?

Modiji has always stressed
on involving citizens in nation-
building. The very first thing he
did after assuming office as prime
minister in 2014 was to hit the
streets with a broom to promote
cleanliness. Today, Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan has become a
national movement. Now, Modiji
has appealed to all of us to make
India plastic-free, and I am sure
we will achieve this very soon.
One of the hallmarks of his style
of governance is his ability to
connect with the masses. Un-
doubtedly, people not only listen
carefully to whatever he says, but
also believe him and follow him.

To uplift the lives of people,
particularly the needy and those
from the weaker sections, Modiji
is always ready to walk that ex-
tra mile. He has the ability to
understand and utilise the capa-
bilities and expertise of his team
members. He delegates work by
aptly gauging the understanding
and capabilities of his team mem-
bers, which ultimately helps in
more efficient implementation of
programmes.

Our prime minister has an
unflinching resolve and unwaver-
ing patience; he is firm in deci-
sion-making; he does not let any
obstacle come in the path of
achieving the task; and he is a
man of consensus who believes
in the natural flow of ideas to get
things done. It is a matter of great
pride for us that today we work
under a leader who is working
relentlessly to re-establish
India’s cultural heritage and
make it an egalitarian society.
I extend Modiji my best wishes
on his birthday and pray to
God to bless him and give him
more strength to serve his moth-
erland and humanity.

India must plan for an oil crisis

Incidents like the Abqaiq fire in the Gulf can have
instant fallout Uncertainty is the primary additive to
global crude these days. India, the world’s fastest
growing oil importer, needs to prepare for the possibil-
ity of oil prices and supplies going awry. The recent
attack on the massive Abqaiq oil complex in Saudi
Arabia is a reminder of India’s over-dependence on
the world’s most unstable region. But, the Persian
Gulf is still a distance away from war, and the oil prices
are unlikely to superspike.

The attack fits in a pattern of Tehran targeting Saudi
oil exports. The message: Iran may not be able to
export oil, but do not assume you will be able to do so
without hindrance. What has encouraged Iran to up
the ante is the increasing evidence that the United
States (US) is no longer as wholehearted in support-
ing the Arab monarchies as it was three years ago.
The dismissal of anti-Iran hawk, National Security Ad-
visor John Bolton, President Donald Trump’s tepid
response to the downing of a US drone by Iran, and
the president’s desire for a US-Iran summit are evi-

dences Riyadh can no longer be sure the US will
have its back. The result is a game of shadows in
which Iran tries to force Saudi Arabia to seek an ac-
commodation that would include the easing of oil
sanctions.Fortunately, for importers like India, there
is a global surplus of black gold. The Abqaiq attack
saw prices rise sharply, but only to the levels they
were less than a fortnight ago. The impact of a slow-
ing world economy and expectations of reduced crude
demand on oil prices far outweighs the impact of the
fireworks in the Gulf. There is still a lot of crude avail-
able and prices have remained in the $50 to $60 range.
However, New Delhi still has little ability to influence
the geopolitics of the Gulf, and should buffer itself for
further bad news in that part of the world. India should
do much more at home in terms of diversifying its
energy sources, gasifying its baseload power and
increasing its strategic oil reserves — the latter re-
main at criminally low levels. The Persian Gulf is in a
slow-motion war, but in certain scenarios, its fallout
on India would be instant.
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Don’t change existing arrangements. Encourage linguistic diversity
The language question

Home Minister and Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) president Amit
Shah’s comments on Saturday,
on Hindi and Indian languages,
have sparked a controversy. On
the occasion of Hindi Diwas,
Shah recognised that India was
a land of many languages. But
he underlined that it was crucial
to have one language which be-
came India’s identity globally.
Shah said that this language can
be Hindi. He encouraged the use
of mother-tongues, but also ap-
pealed to citizens to use Hindi.
Shah’s comments have drawn
fierce criticism, particularly from

the south.
One of Independent India’s

foremost challenges was manag-
ing the question of language. The
Constituent Assembly decided
not to have any single national
language. When discussions
began over the federal structure,
Jawaharlal Nehru was not com-
fortable with the idea of identity-
based states. But the power of
language-based movements
compelled him to change his
mind. The State Reorganisation
Committee recognised language
as a principle for state-formation.
The language question resur-

faced in the 1960s, over making
Hindi the sole official language.
Tamil Nadu erupted in fury. And
the Centre had to backtrack. In-
dia eventually arrived at the three-
language formula - of the use of
English, Hindi, and a regional lan-
guage.

The existing linguistic ar-
rangements are best left intact.
One, India’s success as a united,
vibrant democracy has come
from recognising linguistic diver-
sity. In contrast, Pakistan’s efforts
to impose Urdu over its Bengali-
speaking citizens in the east led
to the creation of Bangladesh.

There is an increasing political
divide between north and south
India today. It is important not to
add a linguistic divide to the mix.
Two, concerns that India needs
one language to become united
may be misplaced. With migra-
tion, media, technology, in-
creased economic and social in-
teractions beyond one’s own re-
gion, Indians are forging bonds

with each other in unprecedented
ways. And finally, the BJP should
act in its own self-interest. It was
earlier seen as a north-Indian,
Hindi-speaking party. Its expan-
sion in recent years has come
from recognising cultural and lin-
guistic distinctiveness. Any effort to
impose a degree of linguistic homo-
geneity may draw political backlash
and harm its own prospects.

In family businesses, identify issues and address discord
A family in business must have a vision and a governance structure to facilitate conversations on sensitive topics

Institutions required to run a
business are well-established
and are statutorily required in
most countries.

Often, the securities regula-
tor specifies the structure — the
board of directors and the sub-
committees below it. Boards of
companies have the responsibil-
ity to ensure both performance
and conformance (with the rules
of the land) of the company. In
addition, company manage-
ments of most businesses set
up overlay and authority struc-
tures within the organisation
termed either as the manage-
ment committee or the operat-
ing committee to monitor busi-
ness, agree on tactics, and cre-
ate alignment within the com-
pany on different aspects of the
business. Managers in addition
have clearly defined key perfor-
mance indicators (KPI) to mea-
sure how they are doing against
their mandates.

In businesses owned and
managed by families, we intro-
duce an additional layer of com-
plexity. We need not only to man-
age the business but also have
to manage the family. The un-
derlying basis for a family is dif-

ferent from a business. It is
based on love and fairness, and
not performance. Family mem-
bers are both owners and man-
agers of the business. As own-
ers, they have a right to the busi-
ness but, as managers, they are
accountable to deliver perfor-
mance to their owners (within or
outside the family).

It is often much harder to
manage a family than a busi-
ness, for none of the structures
mandated for a business are au-
tomatically present in families.
So it is much more complicated
to manage the family in business
than the business itself. The
complexity increases with every
succeeding generation.

The obvious institutions in the
family are typically implicit and
are based on love, respect, fair-
ness, and continuing traditions.
Every family has its own tradi-
tions and unique sets of rules.
Mostly, these tend to be implic-
itly understood and are rarely
formalised (especially in com-
parison to corporate governance
standards for companies), other
than perhaps in a will or a tax
saving trust. After all, everyone
deals (well or otherwise) with

one’s parents and siblings. But
when families own and manage
a business, absence of agreed
rules and structures are a recipe
for trouble.

The philosopher John Rawls,
in his theory of justice, talks
about the need for a “veil of igno-
rance” as the method of deter-
mining the morality of issues. It
asks a decision-maker to make
a choice about a moral issue,
and assumes that they have
enough information to know the
consequences of their possible
decisions for everyone con-
cerned. But in this process, they
would not know, or would not take
into account, the background of
the individual. Not knowing the
other person’s position in soci-
ety would lead to the creation of
a just system. So too in a fam-
ily.

Defining explicit structures in
families is neither trivial nor
straightforward. It requires deep
introspection, careful thought
and agreement within the fam-
ily. Family elders must anticipate
and prepare. In addition, families
need statesmanship, compas-
sion, generosity and wisdom.
They also need to create forums
that can facilitate awkward con-
versations on sensitive topics
with openness and without
rancour.

Typically, the family must
have a vision for itself, a gover-
nance structure and the ability
of its members to operate the
governing structure with ad-
equate transparency, fairness,
respect and stewardship. The
first of these activities is for fami-
lies in business to anticipate

what their vision should encom-
pass, and what topics need to
be covered in their governance
structures. The values are nor-
mally spoken about and im-
bibed. The topics that could cre-
ate contention are not hard to
anticipate and typically are
around — entry and exit from the
business, succession, dividend
policy, capital allocation, and
role allocation among many fam-
ily members (both junior and
senior), performance evaluation
and retirement. There are
wrinkles to each of these too. But
it is not difficult to anticipate the
issues.

Once identified, the next step
is for the governance forums to
be set up. How formal these are
depends upon the family, but
typically, there is a need for a
fully representative family as-
sembly. In succeeding genera-
tions, this group can grow quite
large and a smaller group
elected by the assembly might
form a smaller family council that
is a more active decision-mak-
ing body.

The decision rights of the
family council are granted by the
family assembly, which often
retains the right to decide on
exits and dividends. The family
council has representative mem-
bers of the family, often a few
outside members, and very
clearly defined decision rights on
a wide range of issues that re-
late to the family in business.
Succession, role allocation, per-
formance measurement, entry
level, compensation, conflict
management, capital allocation
all get discussed here. The in-

teraction of the Family Council
with the business has also to be
managed. This is often done by
Board representation or by iden-
tifying Board members that rep-
resent the family.

The structure of both these
forums, the membership, the
topics for discussion, the peri-
odicity of meetings, the decision
rights and decision mecha-
nisms, the duration of the deci-
sions, conflict resolution mecha-
nisms, and the family code of
conduct have to be discussed
and decided. The families must
define the actual process to be
followed when each topic comes
up for discussion. This involves
laying out both “hard” and “soft”
elements. Hard elements refer to
incontrovertible, formal steps of
the process. Once finalised,
documented, and put together,
along with the rules from the pre-
vious step, these processes be-
come the structure for families
to officially refer to whenever the
associated topic needs to be dis-
cussed. But without paying at-
tention to the softer aspects,
demonstrating empathy and re-
spect, and recognising the im-
pact of conversations on feelings
of specific family members, dis-
cussions can rarely be effective
or fruitful.

Families need to anticipate and
prepare for discord without fear. The
longevity of their business is not a
result of absence of conflict, but
rather how they learn to manage
these fairly, respectfully, with gen-
erosity and statesmanship. The
path they decide to take makes all
the difference for the business to
continue together as a family.
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2019 shows why achieving 1.5 degree C, not 2 C, is must to fight climate change
That 2019 has not been a good weather year is an understatement. If the present trend continues, the year is

heading to become one of the most disastrous, at least in the past two decades, in affecting people.
The United Nations
climate action summit in
New York on September
23 provides a unique
opportunity to global
leaders to enhance
their commitments
under the 2015 Paris
Agreement. A lot has
changed since the
agreement was signed
as the ferocity of
cl imate change-
induced weather
events are much more
visible now than before.
That 2019 has not been
a good weather year is
an understatement. If
the present trend
continues, the year is
heading to become one
of the most disastrous,
at least in the past two
decades, in affecting
people. The World
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Organisat ion’s long-
term data shows that
the world is warming at
a much faster pace than
earlier anticipated and
rainstorm fury has
intensified manifold.
According to the
Internal Displacement
Monitoring Centre in
Geneva, extreme
weather events
displaced a record

seven mill ion people
globally in the first six
months of this year.
Close to 5,000 people
have died due to floods,
heat waves and storms
till end of August, shows
ourworldindata.org, a
website that monitors
disasters across the
world.
Cyclone Fani in May in
Bangladesh and India
led to the displacement
of 3.4 million people;
Cyclone Idai in
southern Africa in March
killed more than 1,000
people; and there was
flooding in Iran in March
and April that affected
90% of the country, the
centre said, mentioning
just few of the major
extreme weather
events this year. The
centre estimates that by
end of this year around
22 mil l ion people
(excluding India) may
get displaced because
of the disasters
inducted by cl imate
change.
In India, the estimate
derived from
government data
indicates that more
than 1,500 people have
died because of floods

and heat waves and
close to 5 million have
been displaced till mid-
September. Every part
of the country has been
affected. Extreme cold
in January and
February hi t  the
Himalayan region,
fol lowed by
temperatures soaring
to about 50 degree
Celsius in the plains of
northern and central
India in May and June,
and then ravaging
f loods in July and
August than hit 12 big
states affecting over
100 million people in
some way. To make the
matters worse, the
extreme rain events in
2019 doubled as
compared to 2018.
The data clearly shows
that the Paris climate
treaty’s modest goal of
limiting the temperature
rise to below 2 degrees
Celsius of pre-industrial
levels by 2100 will help
fight the crisis. The 1.5
degree Celsius is just
an aspirational goal in
the Paris Agreement. A
plethora of scientif ic
studies have shown
that the world needs to
target temperature rise

to 1.5 degree Celsius or
less to keep the ferocity
of these extreme
weather events under
control .  There is
enough science
available to show how a
high temperature rise
can devastate the
planet and its people
but policymakers and
pol i t ic ians have
conveniently ignored
the warning, with some
saying climate change
is not real.
Vouching for 1.5 degree
target does not mean
additional economic or
social burden on the
developing world. The
richer and the more
developed nat ions
need to bear the
f inancial  burden for
historical contribution to
80% of accumulated
carbon emissions and
fol low the United
Nations pr inciple of
Common But
D i f f e r e n t i a t e d
Responsibility (CBDR),
under which all nations
work to combat climate
change but the richer
nations take extra
measures.
So far,  the r icher
nations have tried to

shirk from their
responsibilities. In fact,
the rich countries are
not on track to meet its
Paris commitment of
providing US $100
bil l ion for the Green
Climate Fund by 2020.
The world since 2015
had lost US $382 billion
because of the natural
disasters, half of which
has been caused by
extreme weather
events, says
ourworldindata.org. To
rub it further, the rich
countries are seeking
more assistance from
the emerging
economies saying they
are now the biggest
contr ibutors. In the
climate debate, setting
aside histor ical
responsibility would be
a sin.The agenda for
the world leaders at the
UN cl imate act ion
summit in New York from

September 23 is
clear—they should
agree for better funding
from the developed
world, including
technology transfer,
and urge parties to work
for achieving the 1.5
degree Celsius goal.
The need of the hour is
to stimulate a process
to advance the review
of nat ional ly
d e t e r m i n e d
commitments to
sometime in late 2019
or early 2020 from
2023-24.
The world leaders also
need to f ind a
mechanism to fund
vulnerable countries to
deal with impact of
extreme weather
events (called Loss and
Damage mechanism),
which in 2019 has left
around f ive mil l ion
people in India and
around 10 mil l ion
across the world
homeless. Such
funding wil l  help the
poor and deprived to
cope with the
heightened vagaries of
climate change.
The UN climate summit
is a golden opportunity
for global leaders to set
the agenda for
conference of parties
under United Nations
F r a m e w o r k
Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) in
Chile from December,
and show the people
of the world that the
leaders  are  ser ious
about tackling climate
change. A declaration
at  New York on 1.5
degree Ce ls ius  can
he lp  c l imate
negotiators in Chile to
draw a road map for
achieving the target.

Don’t force job quotas on the private sector

Rajasthan is the latest to
join the bandwagon of
states proposing to
provide job reservations
in the private sector. It
plans to reserve 75% of
jobs for  the local
residents in the private
sector, much as Andhra
Pradesh did earlier this
year through a law.

Madhya Pradesh and
Gujarat  have a lso
promised such
reservations, and poll-
bound Maharashtra and
Haryana may go the
same way. What was
ear l ier  conf ined to
socia l ly  and
economically backward
sect ions needing

affirmative action has now
become a broadbrush
political move.

There is no doubt that
there is a huge need for
job creat ion across
states, but forcing the
private sector’s hand is
not the way to go about
it. As people move out of

the agrarian sector, they
are faced wi th
unemployment and few
skills for the jobs that are
available. The answer
should be to provide the
kind of education and
skills that the job market
demands rather than
impose quotas on the
private sector. And the
answer also should be to
create a business-
environment that attracts
the private sector. The
rest  wi l l  fo l low.  The
private sector is crucial
to the growth and
development of a growing
economy and should not
be hobbled by moves that
are not business-friendly.
There is another aspect
to such quotas — they
prevent free movement of
talent and labour.

The main concerns of
people looking for jobs are
financial security and
better opportunities. And,
for this, they may wish to
move to states where
there are greater
opportunities. Job quotas
are the easy way out, a
band-aid approach to the
problem of
unemployment, which is
largely aimed at political
dividends. A longer term
and lasting solution would
be to match skills with
industry and nudge
indust ry  to  go in  fo r
affirmative action and
inclusiveness as long as
this is not at the risk of
losing i ts competit ive
edge. This is the way
forward, not shortcuts
l i ke  f o r ced  j ob
reservations.
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In an Independence Day speech on August 15, PM Narendra Modi
urged people and government agencies to “take the first big
step” on Oct. 2 towards freeing India of single-use plastic.

Spooked by PM Modi’s plastics ban, India Inc seeks clarity, exemptions

(News Agencies)
Companies in India will
seek exemptions from the
government’s planned ban
on certain plastic items,
fearing the move wil l
disrupt supply chains and
raise costs ahead of a
festive season, according
to sources and an
industry document seen
by Reuters.
India is likely to impose a
nationwide ban on plastic
bags, cups, small bottles,
straws and some types of
sachets next month as
part of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s efforts to
reduce use of pollution-
causing, single-use
plastic.
But the plans have stoked
fears among consumer
firms, which, use plastic in
packaging for everything
from sodas and biscuits to

ketchup and shampoo.
“This has created an
existential issue for
multiple sectors,” said the
Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII), a lobby
group, in a two-page draft
note, seen by Reuters,
which is l ikely to be
finalised and sent to the
government in the coming
days.
The CII wil l  ask the
government to consult
industry executives and
define what wil l  be
categorized as single-use
plastics, while also
pitching for some
exemptions, according to
the note.
It says small-sized plastic
bott les used for
pharmaceutical or health
products should be
exempted as there is no
alternate available.

Sachets made from so-
called mult i- layered
packaging should also not
be banned, as that could
disrupt supplies of key
products such as biscuits,
salt and milk, the CII draft
says.
A senior Indian government
off icial said several
industry representations
were being reviewed, but
the aim was to “get rid of
the menace of plastic
pollution” without causing
disruption.
In an Independence Day
speech on Aug. 15, Modi
urged people and
government agencies to
“take the first big step” on
Oct. 2 towards freeing
India of single-use plastic.
India lacks a system for
management of plastic
waste, but
environmentalists have

hailed Modi’s move,
saying it will help combat
plastic waste that chokes
rivers and drains.
A ban on certain plastics
from Oct. 2, however, will
come just weeks ahead of
big Hindu festivals for
which business plans are
laid out far in advance
because they typically
see a sharp rise in
consumer purchases.
Two industry sources said
Amazon.com Inc, which
uses plastics in i ts
packaging, has been
concerned that a possible
ban could disrupt i ts
operations ahead of
festivities, and during its
mega annual discount
sale that starts Sept. 29.
In recent weeks,
executives from Coca-
Cola Co, PepsiCo and
consumer goods seller

Hindustan Unilever have
been part of industry
delegations that met
government officials to
express concerns and
discuss alternate
packaging solutions,
according to a person with
direct knowledge.
Coca-Cola said in a
statement that al l  i ts
primary packaging does
not consist of single-use
plastic. Pepsi said its
target was to make 100
percent of its packaging
recyclable, compostable,
or biodegradable by 2025.
Hindustan Unilever did not

respond to a request for
comment.
mazon did not respond,
but has previously said that
it plans to replace single-
use plastic in its packaging
by June 2020.
“The ban has ramifications
for all sectors like food
processing, dairy,
garments, toys,” said
Jayesh Rambhia of All
India Plastic
M a n u f a c t u r e r s
Association, which has
22,000 companies as
members. “People, and
companies, are pulling
their hair today.”

Govt trying to remove nationalist leaders: Rahul on Farooq Abdullah detention

(News Agencies) Rahul
Gandhi added that the
move will polarise the rest
of India.
In a sharp attack on the
Centre’s Kashmir move,
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi said on Tuesday
that the government is
trying to remove
“nationalist” leaders like
Farooq Abdullah to create
a polit ical vacuum in
Jammu and Kashmir that
will be filled by terrorists.
On Monday, former chief
minister Farooq Abdullah
was detained under
Jammu and Kashmir’s
stringent public safety law
that gives the
administration the right to
detain a person without
trial for two years. An order
by the state government
said the former chief
minister’s residence will
be treated as a temporary
jail.
The Congress leader also

added that the move will
polarise the rest of India.
It ’s obvious that the
Government is trying to
remove nationalist leaders
like Farooq Abdullah Ji to
create a political vacuum
in Jammu & Kashmir that
will be filled by terrorists,”
tweeted Gandhi.
“Kashmir can then
permanently be used as a
polit ical instrument to
polarise the rest of India,”
added Gandhi.
The former Congress chief
urged the central
government to release all
leaders “ASAP”.
“The Government should
stop creating space for
terrorists in Jammu &
Kashmir and release all
nationalist leaders ASAP,”
said Gandhi in another
tweet.
The government through a
Presidential order on
August 5 scrapped Article
370, which gave Jammu

and Kashmir its special
status. Through the
Jammu and Kashmir
reorganisation bill, the now
former state was divided
into two union territories:
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh.
The state has been under
a security lockdown since
then with all major leaders
of the mainstream political
parties placed under
house arrest.
The leaders from Delhi

have had to knock at the
Supreme Court’s door for
permission to visit
Srinagar. Yesterday, a
three-judge bench of the
Supreme Court allowed
Congress leader and
former chief minister of
Jammu & Kashmir,
Ghulam Nabi Azad, to
travel to four districts in
the region but barred him
from holding any rallies or
giving political speeches.
Azad recently approached

the top court seeking
permission to travel to
Kashmir and raised
concerns about the
condit ion of common
people. Azad was stopped
from visiting Kashmir and
sent back from Srinagar
Airport three times in the
past two months.
The bench, headed by
Chief Justice of India
Ranjan Gogoi, also
allowed Communist Party
of India (Marxist) leader

Mohammad Yousuf
Tarigami, who was
admitted at the All India
Institute of Medical Science
(AIIMS) in New Delhi, to
return to Srinagar.
Tarigami, who was under
detention at his home in
Srinagar, was shifted to
AIIMS following a top court
order on September 5.On
August 28, the SC had
allowed his party colleague
Sitaram Yechury to meet
Tarigami in Srinagar.

Arrest imminent, Swami Chinmayanand behaving like a kid, says UP law student
(News Agencies) The law student
in?Shahjahanpur who alleged former
Union minister Swami Chinmayanand
of rape and blackmail, on Tuesday
questioned the Special Investigation
Team (SIT) why it has not registered
an FIR against him despite her
detailed statement. The 23-years-old
woman recorded her statement before
the judicial magistrate on Monday for
almost four hours. In her statement
than ran for almost 20 pages, she
reportedly accused former minister or
rape and kidnapping. On Tuesday, she
vented her anger at the SIT for neither
arresting Swami Chinmayanand nor
even registering an FIR. “What is SIT
waiting for? I want SIT to explain in 24
hours, why the person has not been
arrested even after the statement under
164 CrPC was recorded,” she said.
“We have not been informed about
anything. A day has passed since I

recorded my statement before a
judicial magistrate. But we are not
aware what the SIT is doing in
connection with rape charges,” the
woman added. She also accused
Chinmayanand of faking an illness.
“He is making an excuse like a kid
when his arrest is imminent,” she
quipped. On Monday evening,
Chinmayanand was attended by a
team of doctors from Shahjahanpur
district hospital and treated for low
blood sugar and diarrhea. He was
advised to take rest, said his lawyer

Om Singh. On Sunday, the SIT had
questioned Chinmayanand for a
second time in a week. A day later
the woman was brought to the
Shahjahanpur court to record the
statement. Now the SIT is examining
the statement and is expected to
lodge a FIR soon. An official, privy to
the probe said, “The woman has
accused Chinmayanand of rape in her
complaint in Delhi. If she testified the
same before the judicial magistrate,
the former minister will be booked
for rape charges.” The woman was
a student of SS Law College run by
the former BJP leader. She was
taken to the sealed portion of
Chinmayanand’s ashram on Friday.
She also recorded her statement
with the investigating officer on the
same day. The woman also handed
over a pen drive to the SIT claiming
that it contained around 43 videos as
evidence.
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Speaking on the occasion, Satheesh Reddy said the technological capabilities existing in DRDO laboratories for
defence applications will be customised to meet the requirements of the human space mission of ISRO.

ISRO inks MoUs with DRDO sign for Gaganyaan project

(News Agencies)  The
Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) on
Tuesday inked MoUs with
the Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) for development of
human centric systems for
the Gaganyaan project, the
Defence Ministry said.

Some of the critical
technologies to be provided
by the DRDO to ISRO in-
clude space food, space
crew health monitoring and
emergency survival kit, ra-
diation measurement and
protection, parachutes for
safe recovery of crew mod-
ule, the ministry said in a

statement.
A delegation of ISRO

scientists, led by Director
of Human Space Flight
Centre (HSFC) Dr S
Unnikrishnan Nair, signed a
set of MoUs with various
DRDO labs here to provide
technologies for human
centric systems and tech-
nologies specific to the
Human Space Mission, it
said.

The MoUs were signed
by directors of the Aerial
Delivery Research & Devel-
opment Establishment
(ADRDE), Defence Food
Research Laboratory
(DFRL), Defence Bio-Engi-

neering & Electro Medical
Laboratory (DEBEL), De-
fence Laboratory (DL) Jodh-
pur, Centre for Fire, Explo-
sive & Environment Safety
(CFEES), Defence Institute
of Physiology & Allied Sci-
ences (DIPAS) and Institute
of Nuclear Medicine & Al-
lied Sciences (INMAS) in

the presence of DRDO
Chairman Dr G Satheesh
Reddy and Scientist & Di-
rector General (Life Sci-
ences), Dr A K Singh.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Satheesh Reddy
said the technological
capabilities existing in
DRDO laboratories for

defence applications will
be customised to meet
the requirements of the
human space mission of
ISRO.

Singh said the DRDO
is committed to provide
all necessary support to
ISRO for  the human
space f l ight  and

customisation of the re-
quired technologies has
already been initiated to
meet  the s t r ingent
timelines.

ISRO aims to demon-
strate human spaceflight
capability before the 75th
anniversary of India’s in-
dependence in 2022.

Government tightens religious conversion rule for NGOs in foreign funding tweaks
The law governs the use of foreign donations and contributions and has been tightened by
the National Democratic Alliance government over the past few years to check violations.

(News Agencies)  The home min-
istry said on Monday those receiv-
ing personal gifts from other coun-
tries with value up to Rs 1 lakh
don’t need to inform the government
under the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act (FCRA), increas-
ing the previous threshold value of
Rs 25,000 in a newly released ga-
zette notification.

The law governs the use of for-
eign donations and contributions
and has been tightened by the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance govern-
ment over the past few years to
check violations. In the latest

amendment to the rules governing
FCRA, the Centre also made other
changes. The rules allowing non-
governmental organisations
(NGOs) to received foreign contri-
bution have been made stricter.
Monday’s notification said it is now
mandatory for every key member
of an NGO – “office bearers and
key functionaries and members” –
to certify that they have not been
“prosecuted or convicted” for “con-
version” from one faith to another
and for creating “communal tension
and disharmony”. The notification
also said that in case of emergent

medical aid needed during a visit
to another country, the acceptance
of foreign hospitality has to be inti-
mated to the government within a
month of such receipt. It also re-
duced the time frame for informing
the government about the source,
approximate value and purpose of
such receipts from two months to
one month. The notification said that
every member of an NGO must also
certify under oath that they have never
been involved in “diverting” foreign funds
or “advocating violent means”. Earlier,
this declaration was to be given by only
key members of NGOs.
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In a hard-hitting opinion piece in The New York Times, Shringla said Pakistan has a “vested interest in preventing prosperity in
Jammu and Kashmir, and in the Ladakh area of Kashmir, because a weak economy fuels separatist sentiments in some quarters.”

Pak PM finds difficult to accept that Kashmir is now back on road to progress: Indian envoy to US

(News Agencies)  Little
more than a month after
Article 370 has been re-
voked, the prospects of a
growing Jammu and Kash-
mir, and Ladakh region
“cuts the ground under the
feet of Pakistan”, whose
“fingerprints” are on terror-
ist strikes across the globe,
Indian Ambassador to the
US Harsh Vardhan Shringla
said on Thursday.

Striking at Pakistan
Prime Minister Imran Khan,
Shringla, in an opinion
piece in The New York
Times, said Pakistan has
a “vested interest in prevent-
ing prosperity in Jammu
and Kashmir, and in the
Ladakh area of Kashmir,

because a weak economy
fuels separatist sentiments
in some quarters.”

“This fits into Pakistan’s
larger strategy of using ter-
rorism as a political tool.
This is a country whose fin-
gerprints are on terrorist
strikes across the world
and that was home to
Osama bin Laden in his
last days. So it also op-
poses the repeal of Article
370, which legitimized dis-
crimination and hindered
economic progress,”
Shringla said reverted to an
op-ed published by Paki-
stan Prime Minister Imran
Khan in the American daily.

The senior Indian diplo-
mat, in the past weeks,

has said that the world has
seen a “plethora of com-
ments” from PM Khan and
senior officials of his gov-
ernment painting an apoca-
lyptic picture of India’s
reorganisation of its prov-
ince of Jammu and Kash-
mir - and raising the threat

of conflict, including
nuclear war, with India.

“Clearly, this prospect
for a more prosperous
Jammu and Kashmir, and
Ladakh, cuts the ground
under the feet of Pakistan.
Its prime minister claims
that he offered to work for

peace, progress and pros-
perity with India. What he
does not say is that the
assembly line of terrorists
that is a major industry of
his country continues with-
out pause,” he said.

Shringla pointed out
that Khan finds it difficult

to accept that the Kash-
mir region is now back on
the road to progress and
prosperity because the In-
dian government has re-
pealed an “anachronistic
and temporary” provision of
law that has hindered de-
velopment there.

A mother or newborn dies every 11 seconds
(News Agencies)  Child and ma-

ternal mortality rates may have seen
a decline over the years, yet a mother
or a newborn dies every 11 seconds
during child birth globally. Statistics
released by the United Nations on
Thursday show that since 2000, child
deaths have reduced by nearly half
and maternal deaths by over one-
third, mostly due to improved access
to affordable, quality health services.

The number of women dying due
to complications during pregnancy
and childbirth dropped by more than
a third to around 295,000 in 2017, in
comparison to 451,000 in 2000.

“In countries that provide safe,
affordable, high-quality health ser-
vices, women and babies survive and
thrive,” World Health Organisation
chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus

said in a statement.
Since the turn of the century, the

number of deaths among children
under the age of five has also been
cut almost in half to 5.3 million world-
wide last year. While this marks an
improvement, almost half of those
deaths occurred during the first
month of life, meaning that around
7,000 newborns still died every single
day last year. Also, 800 women died
each day from complications in preg-
nancy and childbirth in 2017, the UN
numbers showed.

In all, the statistics reveal that an
estimated 2.8 million women and
newborns die every year, mostly from
preventable causes.

In India, the overall infant mor-
tality rate (IMR) and maternal
mortality rate (MMR) have also

come down over the years but the
country is still losing new moth-
ers and newborns annually. The
current IMR of India is 33 per
1000 live births, having come
down from 68 per 1000 live since
2000. Malnutrition is still the un-
derlying risk factor for 68% of the
deaths in under-five children in
India, and is the leading risk fac-
tor for disease burden in persons
of all ages considered together
contributing 17% of the total dis-
ability adjusted life years. “We
need to better focus on tackling
malnutrition in India as it is one
of the leading risk factors for
death in children. We have made
great strides but we need to do
better,” said Save the Children
India CEO Bidisha Pillai.

OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR, UNLAWFUL ACTIVITIES (PREVENTION) TRIBUNAL,
ROOM NO. 104, FIRST FLOOR, BLOCK ‘A’, DELHI HIGH COURT, NEW DELHI — 110503

RE: Notification No. S.O. 2469(E) dated 10th July, 2019, issued by the Central Government, under sub-Section (1) and (3) of Section 3 of the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, declaring  the Sikhs For Justice (SFJ) as an Unlawful Association.

To,
Sikhs For Justice,
having its registered office at
Empire State Building,
350'h Avenue, 59th Floor
New Yori‹ 10118, USA

WHEREAS the Central Government in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-sections (1) and f3) of Section 3 of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1957 (37 of 1967) (hereinafter referred to as “the Act”) has declared Sikhs For Justice (for short ‘SFJ’) to be an “Unlawful
Association” vide Notification No. S.O. 2469(E) dated 10t’ July, 2019 [published in the Gazette of India: Extraordinary Part II, Secticn 3 (ii)].

AND WHEREAS by Gazette Notification No. S.O. 2856(E) dated 7'h August, 2019 [published :n the Gazette of India: Extraordinary Part II,
Section 3 (ii)], in exercise of poweis under sub-section (1) of Section 5 of the Act, the Central Government has constituted a Tribunal comprising
Hon’ble Mr. Justice D. N. Patel, Chief Justice, High Court of Delhi, for adjudicating as to whether there is sufficient cause for declaring Sikhs For
Justice (‘SFJ’) as an “Unlawful Association” as requireo• f›v sub-section (1) of Section 4 of the said Act.

NOW TUE.REFORM, a notice is hereby given under sub-section (2) of Section 4 of the Act anr! yo are hereby called upon to show
cause, within 30 days from the date of service ot notice, as to why your Association, declared as unlawful, be not adjuri cated to be so and why
an order confirming such declaration be not made under section 4 (3) of the Act.

The objections/reply affidavits, if any, may be filed/delivered, before the next date of hearing of the Tribunal, to the undersigned at his office
in  Room No. 104, First Floor, ’A’ Block, Delhi High Court, Sher Shah Road, New Delhi- 110503. In case the objections/reply and the documents
are in regional language, true English Translation thereof be also attached.

You may appear through a duly authorized person before  the Tribunal on 20.09.2019 at 9:30 a.m. in Court Room No. 01, “A” Block,
Second Floor, Delhi High Court, Sher Shah Road, New Delhi-110503 for further proceedings.
Given under my hand and the seal of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Tribunal, High Court of Delhi, New Delhi this the 13'h August, 2019.

Sd/-
(Lorren Bamniyal)

Unlawful Ac ivities (Prevention) Tribunal

PUBLIC NOTICE
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(SAI Bureau) New York:
Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is scheduled
to travel to the United States
this weekend for his first U.S.
visit since winning reelection
in a landslide victory last
May. His itinerary include a
high-profile address to the
United Nations General As-
sembly and meetings with top
business leaders in New York.

But the centerpiece of his
trip will not be in New York but
rather in Texas: a massive
rally in Houston where Modi
is slated to speak to more
than 50,000 attendees who
registered for the now sold-
out event. Although the ma-
jority of the audience will be
comprised of members of the
Indian diaspora, dozens of
U.S. elected officials, includ-
ing local and state officials,
Members of Congress and
several U.S. governors will
also be present. Days ago,
the White House announced
that President Trump will join
Modi on stage in Houston “to
underscore the important
partnerships between the
United States and India.”

On the surface, Houston
appears to be an unconven-
t ional choice to hold the
event. Washington, New York
City and San Francisco have
historically hosted Indian
leaders in the past, given
their importance as the po-
litical, financial and tech cen-
ters of the country, respec-
tively.

While the planning for pro-
posed the Houston event is
yet to kick off, community
leaders are looking at multi-
purpose NRG Stadium, which
has a seating capacity of
70,000 people. Houston has
one of the largest concentra-
tions of the Indian American
community in the US. The
Texas Governor and Mayor of
Houston had visited India last
year.

  Around 40,000 people
have registered themselves
for Indian-American commu-
nity summit "Howdy, Modi!",
which will be addressed by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on September 22 during his
visit to the US for the UN Gen-

Why Modi Is Visiting Texas ?

eral Assembly session,
organisers of the event said.

"Howdy", short for 'How do
you do?', is a friendly greet-
ing commonly used in the
southwestern United States.

Attendance to the summit
is free, but passes have to
be obtained which is now
open for public, said the host
Texas India Forum, a Hous-
ton-based non-profit body,
which expects around 50,000
people to attend the prime
minister's address to the In-
dian diaspora at the sprawl-
ing NRG football stadium in
the US' fourth most populous
city.

Houston, which has one of
the largest concentration of
over 5,00,000 Indian-Ameri-
can community in the US, is
the energy capital of the
world. Energy security is a
priority area for the prime
minister.

Houston Mayor Sylvester
Turner said, "I look forward
to welcoming PM Modi to
Houston, home to one of the
biggest and most vibrant In-
dian communities in the US."

"This historic visit wil l
strengthen the already ro-
bust bonds between Houston
and India on trade, culture
and tourism -- all of which
benefit every Houstonian."

According to the con-
vener of the organizing com-
mittee Jugal Malani, before
the prime minister's address,
the event, with the tagline
'Shared Dreams, Bright Fu-
tures', will include a cultural
programme that puts a spot-
light on Indian-American con-

tr ibutions to the United
States.

"We want the entire city of
Houston to come to enjoy the
festivities and learn about In-
dian-Texan relations," he
said.

This will be Modi's third
major address to the Indian-
American community after he
became the prime minister in
2014 and the first after his re-
election in May.

The previous two were at
the Madison Square Garden
in New York in 2014 and the
Silicon Valley in 2016. Both
the events were attended by
more than 20,000 people.

US Senator John Cornyn
said, "On behalf of the hun-
dreds of thousands of Indian-
Americans in Texas, and as
co-chair of the Senate India
Caucus, I welcome Prime
Minister Modi to Houston."

"India continues to be a
key security and economic
partner of the United States,
and I look forward to seeing
that relationship strengthen
with his visit to Texas," he
said.

A number group of
organisations from a wide
spectrum of the Indian
diaspora in the United States
has mobilized support for the
"Howdy, Modi!" event.

The future of Texas is in-
extricably tied to global trade
and strategic relations. As a
Texas-wide leadership group
focused on civil discourse on
the important policy issues
facing our state, we
recognise that this visit will be
a giant step in further

strengthening Texas- India
relat ions on numerous
fronts."

According to
WISERTrade, the US Census
Bureau, and the Foreign
Trade Division, in 2019 (year
to date), India is Houston's
fourth largest trading partner
just behind Brazil, China and
Mexico.

But the location of Modi’s
latest visit is revealing. A joint
appearance by Modi and
Trump in America’s oil and
gas capital reflects a desire
by Washington and New
Delhi to deepen their bilateral
energy cooperation. Last
year, Washington and Delhi
signed a U.S.-India Strategic
Energy Partnership to en-
hance collaboration in this
arena. Both countries be-
lieve the full promise of en-
ergy trade remains unfulfilled
and want to increase coop-
eration, particularly with re-
spect to shale and liquefied
natural (LNG) gas.

India’s massive energy
demand coupled with its lim-
ited domestic supply makes
it a huge potential market for
American oil and gas export-
ers. Rising tensions else-
where around the world have
also created conditions fa-
vorable for greater U.S.-India
energy trade. American sanc-
tions against Iran have forced
New Delhi to stop importing
oil from Tehran, traditionally
one of its biggest suppliers.
China has ceased purchases
of American oil in February
as a result of an ongoing
trade war between Washing-

ton and Beijing.
As a result, circumstances

appear ripe for greater coop-
eration. Unsurprisingly, a ma-
jor component of Modi’s
agenda are meetings with
several energy companies
eyeing deals toward this end.

Beyond just oil and gas,
Houston enjoys i ts own
unique relationship with In-
dia. According to data com-
piled by the city, more than
28 Houston-based compa-
nies operate 69 subsidiaries
in India. Houston is also the
fourth-largest gateway for bi-
lateral trade between the two
countries. The South Asian
giant is Houston’s 10th larg-
est trading partner, with trade
valued at over $4.3 billion, a
36% increase from the pre-
vious year. The figure is an
impressive one, particularly
when one considers the on-
going trade irritants testing
the broader U.S.-India eco-
nomic relationship.

Houston also shares
close cultural ties with India.
More than 150,000 Houston
residents identify as Indian
American. More than half this
figure were born in India. The
presence of such a large
diaspora community helps
explain why Houston was
chosen to host the Modi
event.

Like other similar
diaspora-focused ral l ies,
Modi has headlined in New
York City and San Francisco
in the past, the event is a cel-
ebration not just of the U.S.-
India strategic partnership,
but of the Indian-American
community and its myriad
contributions to the United
States. Cultivating the Indian
diaspora has been a major
objective of Modi since he
took office more than 5 years
ago. The Indian premier is
unique amongst his prede-
cessors in not just recogniz-
ing the value of the millions
of Indians living abroad, but
actively courting them as
well. Modi views the global
Indian community as citizen
ambassadors of India, suc-
ceeding in their home coun-
tries, but also contributing to
India’s growth and develop-
ment agenda.
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100 Days Of Decisive Action
History will -remember Modi as reformer-in-chief

What will Modi do in USA ?

While the first 100 days are
an important -milestone for any
government, it is never easy to
comprehensively evaluate its per-
formance. Modi 2.0 is an -excep-
tion to this norm because of its
penchant for taking tough deci-
sions. Its first 100 days have been
a blockbuster and the media has
had its own share of never-end-
ing news cycles since the time
Narendra Modi took over. A hall-
mark of this period has been the
Modi government’s politically
sensitive and crucial decisions,
making it by far one of the most
decisive periods in the history of
governance in India. Be it -amend-
ments to the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act or changes in
the insolvency and bankruptcy
code, we have seen a government
trying to solve problems at an-
-unprecedented pace. This was
also manifested in the -decision
to abrogate Article 370 and recon-
stitute the state of Jammu and
Kashmir into two separate Union
territories.

There is a commitment to-
wards identification of -problems
in our economy, governance
structure or national security and
their potential solutions. While
many strides have been made on
the national security front, includ-
ing creation of the post of joint
chief of staff, PM Modi’s second
tenure started with several eco-
nomic challenges. These chal-
lenges got compounded due to
surcharges on foreign portfolio -in-
vestors (FPIs) announced in the
budget, which resulted in a com-
plete reversal of the economic
sentiment.

We have come a long way
since and the finance ministry has
rolled back the FPI surcharges,
while announcing a slew of -mea-
sures to revive the economy. For
example, as many small traders
and big businesses demanded
timely GST refunds, the govern-
ment declared that the refunds
would be cleared within 60 days.
This shows PM Modi’s -adminis-
tration continues to be as respon-

sive as it was in its first tenure.
Add to this the front-loading of
bank recapitalisation -combined
with the pending consolidation of
public sector banks, and the gov-
ernment has shifted the gears on
fixing our banking system. This
combined with bank governance
-reforms ensures that we not just
fix the system but also leverage
on it as we move towards a $5-
trillion economy. If we can see
10 banks merged into four within
45 minutes, then everything, also
big-ticket -privatisation is well on
the cards. Nobody can deny that
our growth has slowed, but the
speed and magnitude of its de-
cisions so far give us the confi-
dence that this government won’t
shy away from taking bold policy
measures. If we can see 10
banks merged into four within 45
minutes, then everything, -includ-
ing big-ticket privatisation, is well
on the cards. Growth too will re-
vive from the third quarter on-
wards and the government has
done its part, but we are waiting

to see whether the monetary
policy committee plays its part
or not.

There is also a sense of
-policy continuity since Modi’s
first -tenure as prime minister,
where the focus was on -sanita-
tion, financial inclusion, houses,
-electricity and clean fuel. In his
second stint, the focus is on en-
suring piped water to all and fur-
ther -expansion of the State’s
social security net to improve
quality of life.

Be it the issue of triple talaq,
Article 370 or the new Motor Ve-
hicle Act, the government has
taken bold steps aimed at build-
ing a ‘New India’, where every citi-
zen is empowered with the same
set of right and has access to a
decent quality of life, while the
society complies with the local
rules and regulations. Modi 2.0
is an extension of Modi 1.0, which
laid a strong foundation of a mod-
ern economy.

The clean-up of the system,
especially of crony capitalism, is

largely over, and, in its second
avatar, we see the -gov-ernment
fix the system further to build a
transparent, -robust and compli-
ant economy that fulfils the aspi-
rations of a billion people.

The government has been in
an action mode since its first day.
With Article 370 gone and triple
talaq banned, we may soon have
the much-awaited Uniform Civil
Code. Due to the ongoing trade
war and likelihood of Brexit, the
global environment demands a
decisive government at the helm
to help navigate us through. In
Narendra Modi, we have found
something better as he is work-
ing to resolve most of our
-dom-estic problems even while
he -continues to -consolidate on
the benefits of his brilliant out-
reach efforts made previously on
the -international front.

Definitive action defines the
first 100 days are and, in all like-
lihood, will define PM Modi’s sec-
ond stint as he goes down in his-
tory as India’s reformer-in-chief.

On His 69th Birthday, PM Modi
Meets His Mother In Gandhinagar Indian PM Modi to visit US

from Sep 21-27; will meet Trump,
address UNGA session. US
President Donald Trump would
join him in addressing the mega
'Howdy Modi' rally, to be attended
by the members of the Indian-
American community. India's
Prime Minister Narendra Modi will
visit the United States from Sep-
tember 21-27, during which he will
meet President Donald Trump
and address the annual United
Nations General Assembly
(UNGA) session, Foreign Secre-
tary Vijay Gokhale said on Thurs-
day.

Modi is scheduled to arrive in
Houston on Saturday. A day later,
Trump would join him in address-
ing the mega 'Howdy Modi' rally,
to be attended by the members
of the Indian-American commu-
nity. "Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will make a visit to the US
from the late afternoon of 21 Sep-
tember until the forenoon of 27
September. And the two cities on
his itinerary are Houston in Texas
and then New York," Gokhale
said. The prime minister will ad-
dress the UN General Assembly
session on the morning of Sep-
tember 27, he said.

As the world commemorates

Mahatma Gandhi's 150th birth
anniversary, Modi will also host
a special event 'Leadership Mat-
ters: Relevance of Gandhi in the
Contemporary World' on Sep-
tember 24. He will be joined with
leaders of a few countries at this
event.

Trump set to join Modi at
Houston event

In a big diplomatic coup for
India, the White House on Mon-
day confirmed that US President
Donald Trump will be joining
Prime Minister Narendra Modi at
an event organized by the Indian
community in Houston, Texas,
next week. Christened, ‘Howdy
Modi’, the event has already gar-
nered 50,000 regist rat ions
online, with many more on the
waiting list. The White House
said the event will be a “great
opportunity to emphasize the
strong ties between the people
of the US and India, to reaffirm
the strategic partnership be-
tween the world’s oldest and
largest democracies, and to
discuss ways to deepen their
energy and trade relat ion-
ship".  Analysts in India said
it would be a major boost for
Modi, and the Indian commu-
nity in the US.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday met his mother in
Gandhinagar on the occasion of
his birthday. PM Modi, who ar-
rived in Gujarat post-midnight,
landed in Kevadiya in Narmada
District early morning today.

 From taking a stroll along the
Sardar Sarovar Dam site, visiting
a cactus garden, to releasing a
basket full of fluttering butterflies
while visiting Butterfly Garden,
the PM took part in various ac-
tivities throughout the day. PM
Modi performed a pooja at the
Sardar Sarovar Dam site, the
venue of which was decorated
ahead of the Prime Minister's
visit. He also visited the Khalvani

Eco-Tourism site in Kevadiya, a
Cactus Garden and he also took
a safari ride on a special jeep with
zebra-patterns at the Jungle Sa-
fari Tourist Park. At the Butter-
fly Garden, the Prime Minister
smiled as he released a large
basket full of butterflies into the
park. He also visited the Ekta
Nursery, situated in the vicin-
ity of the Statue of Unity. The
nursery manufactures various
traditional eco-friendly prod-
ucts and offer a live demonstra-
tion of the manufacturing pro-
cess to visitors. On his 68th
birthday last year, Modi was in
his Lok Sabha constituency of
Varanasi with school children.

The Pr ime Min is ter  was
greeted by leaders across politi-
cal boundaries including Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh, BJP
president and Home Minister
Amit Shah, West Bengal CM
Mamata Banerjee and Delhi CM
Arvind Kejriwal. Shah described
Modi as a leader with strong will-
power and a symbol of decisive
leadership and hard work. "Un-
der your leadership, an emerg-
ing India has made a mark in the
world as a strong, safe and reli-
able nation," Shah said on Twit-
ter. Singh said the prime minis-
ter has been instrumental in
building and strengthening
India's position in the comity of
nations. "His visionary leadership
has helped India in scaling new
heights of glory. I pray for his
good health and long life," the
defence ministry tweeted.

Banerjee, who is likely to
meet the prime minister in New
Delhi on Wednesday for discus-
sions on administrative issues,
wrote on her Twitter handle,
"Birthday greetings to Prime Min-
ister @narendramodi ji." "Happy
birthday to Hon'ble PM Shri
@narendramodi ji. We wish him
a long and healthy life," Kejriwal
said.
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Iran’s Foreign Minister Vows ‘All-Out War’ if U.S. or Saudis Strike
A military strike against Iran by
the United States or Saudi Arabia
would result in “an all-out war,”
the Iranian foreign minister,
Mohammad Javad Zarif, said on
Thursday, repeating his
government’s denial of
responsibility for an attack last
week that damaged Saudi oil
facilities and hampered the global
flow of oil.
The Houthi rebels in Yemen, who
are supported by Iran in their fight
against a Saudi-led coalition,
claimed responsibility for the
attack on Saturday, but top
American officials blamed Iran,
and some within the Trump
administration are advocating
military retaliation.
The administration is stil l
weighing how to react, but
President Trump has appeared
reluctant to order military action.
Asked on Thursday about Mr.
Zarif’s comments, Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo said that Mr.
Trump wanted to find a peaceful
path forward.
“We’d like a peaceful resolution,
indeed,” he told reporters
traveling with him in the United
Arab Emirates before flying back
to Washington after a two-day
emergency trip. “We’re still
striving to build out a coalition. I
was here in an act of diplomacy
while the foreign minister of Iran
is threatening all-out war to fight
to the last American.”
Mr. Pompeo said the United
States, which withdrew last year
from a nuclear agreement with
Iran, planned to impose more
sanctions, as Mr. Trump
announced on Wednesday. “We
have set about a course of action
to deny Iran the capacity and the
wealth to prevent them from
conducting their terror
campaigns,” Mr. Pompeo said.
“And you can see from the events
of last week there’s more work
to do.”
On Wednesday, Mr. Pompeo
accused Iran of committing an
“act of war” with the aerial
attacks. Saudi officials also
displayed debris from drones and
missiles that they said had been
used in the attack, citing it as
evidence of Iranian complicity
while stopping short of directly
blaming Tehran.
In an interview with CNN on
Thursday, Mr. Zarif said, “This is
agitation for war, because it’s
based on lies; it’s based on
deception.” He did not specify
what statements about the
attacks had been untrue.
“I’m making a very serious
statement that we don’t want war;
we don’t want to engage in a
military confrontation,” he added.
“But we won’t blink to defend our
territory.”

As for the Houthis, Mr. Zarif said:
“I cannot have any confidence
that they did it, because we just
had their statement. I know that
we didn’t do it.” Analysts for the
United Nations and Western
governments have said that Iran
supplies weapons to the Houthis,
including sophisticated missiles
and drones that have expanded
the rebels’ offensive capabilities.
But Mr. Pompeo said on
Wednesday that intelligence
gathered by the United States
over the years did not show that
Iran had supplied the Houthis
with the kinds of weapons used
in the Sept. 14 attack, which
meant, he said, that the Houthis’
claim of responsibility was a
misdirection effort.
“The intelligence community has
high confidence that these were
not weapons that would have
been in the possession of the
Houthis,” he said.American and
Saudi officials have said that the
strikes came from the north or
northwest — in the direction of
Iran or Iraq — and not from
Yemen, which is to the south,
though they have not provided
clear evidence for that claim. Mr.
Pompeo and the Iraqi
government have said the strikes
did not originate in Iraq, which
has Shiite militias with ties to
Iran.
On Wednesday, Mr. Pompeo
met the Saudi crown prince,
Mohammed bin Salman, in
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. He flew to
Abu Dhabi on Thursday to meet
with the de facto ruler of the
United Arab Emirates, Prince
Mohammed bin Zayed.
The Emirates is a close partner
of Saudi Arabia’s, and the two
nations have been leading a
coalition in the war against the
Houthis in Yemen, though the
Emirates has been withdrawing
most of its forces from that
campaign in recent months. The
yearslong war has resulted in
thousands of civilian deaths and
what the United Nations calls the
world’s worst  humanitarian
crisis. A bipartisan group of
lawmakers in the United States
has tried to force Mr. Trump to
end American military and arms
support for the coalition.
Before departing Abu Dhabi, Mr.
Pompeo said that as a result of
his meetings in the two Gulf
nations, “I think I’ll be able to give
the president some important
information about how it is we
should think about proceeding.”“I
think it’s abundantly clear and
there’s an enormous consensus
in the region that we know
precisely who conducted these
attacks,” he added. “It was Iran.
I didn’t hear anybody in the region
who doubted that for a single

moment.”
On Wednesday, Mr. Pompeo
and the Saudi prince remained
at a working dinner in Jeddah
until 11:30 p.m. The State
Department said the two
“discussed the need for the
international community to come
together to counter the continued
threat of the Iranian regime and
agreed that the Iranian regime
must be held accountable for its
continued aggressive, reckless
and threatening behavior.”
Mr. Pompeo told reporters he
expected the United States and
Saudi Arabia to bring up the
Iranian aggression at the United
Nations next week, when foreign
leaders will gather for the annual
General Assembly.
Before the attack, top Iranian
officials, including President
Hassan Rouhani, were expected
to attend the conclave. There had
been speculation about whether
Mr. Trump would meet with Mr.
Rouhani to discuss the
continuing tensions among the
United States, Iran, the Gulf
nations and Europe, which have
been punctuated by violence this
past summer — including
attacks on international oil

tankers for which American
officials blamed Iran and the
downing of an American drone by
the Islamic Revolutionary Guards
Corps, part of the Iranian military.
A senior Trump administration
official said on Wednesday that
Iran had sought visas for 124
people to assist its delegation to
the United Nations conference,
and that the State Department
had denied around 40 for people
with connections to the
Revolutionary Guards, which the
administration designated as a
terrorist organization in April.
American and Saudi officials will
probab ly  f ind  i t  hard  to
persuade other nations to take
strong action on Iran, whose
economy is suffering under
severe sanctions imposed by
Mr. Trump. Other governments
say that Mr. Trump set off the
current conflict by withdrawing
the United States from a 2015
agreement to prevent Iran from
developing a nuclear weapon,
and by reimposing sanctions.
The Trump administration took
its harshest actions involving
sanctions in May, when i t
ended except ions i t  had
granted eight governments to

buy Iranian oil. That meant
China, India, Japan, South
Korea and Turkey — the five
governments that used the
exceptions — had to comply
with oil sanctions. Though
China still imports some oil
f rom Iran,  the end of  the
exceptions led to a sharp drop
in revenue for Iran.
ran responded by breaching limits
on its nuclear program set by the
2015 agreement, even though
American intelligence officials
and foreign officials had said
Tehran was adhering to the terms
of the agreement. Analysts say
the violence of the summer in the
Gulf of Oman and the Persian
Gulf, along with the Sept. 14
attack in Saudi Arabia, were also
direct results of the American
actions. “Iran is fighting back, and
now we have a major threat to
global oil markets, not to mention
Iran’s walk back from nuclear
commitments,” said Dalia Dassa
Kaye, an Iran expert at the RAND
Corporation, a research group
based in the United States. “It’s
at times like these when the
United States needs allies, but
Trump’s policies have left us with
few good options.”

Eight Defendants Arrested for Distributing
Millions of Opioid Pills Imported from India
This Office and our law enforce-
ment partners will continue to vig-
orously investigate and prosecute
those who profit from the suffer-
ing wrought by opioid distribution
in the United States.”  Mr.
Donoghue expressed his appre-
ciation to the United States At-
torneys’ Offices for the District of
Maryland, the District of Massa-
chusetts and the Southern Dis-
trict of Ohio for their assistance
in the case.

“The illegal manufacture
and distribution of opioids can
result in overdoses and deaths,
further fueling the national crisis,”
stated FDA Special Agent-in-
Charge McCormack.  “The FDA
is committed to disrupting and
dismantling illegal prescription
drug distribution networks, in-
cluding those that import unap-
proved drugs from overseas, and
distribute those drugs with reck-
less disregard of the risk to pub-
lic health.” “The importation of
mislabeled drugs is both danger-
ous and illegal,” stated FBI Spe-
cial Agent-in-Charge Wickerham.
“It contributes to the ongoing
opioid crisis in our nation and
causes harm to our communi-
ties.”

“Postal Inspectors are
always at the forefront in protect-

ing communities from the scourge
of illegal drugs, no matter how
they enter this country, and
today’s arrests are a shining ex-
ample of our commitment to keep
the public safe,” stated USPIS In-
spector-in-Charge Bartlett.
“These individuals chose greed
and profit at the cost of human
lives. HSI is committed to inves-
tigating and ending these kinds
of drug trafficking schemes to
keep opioids off our streets,”
stated HSI Special Agent-in-
Charge Eisert. “American com-
munities continue to be plagued
by synthetic opioids, often at the
hands of dealers like those ac-
cused in this investigation,” stated
HSI Special Agent-in-Charge
Fitzhugh.  “HSI is committed to
aggressively targeting every level
of the opioid supply chain, from
the overseas vendors to the
street-level dealers, in an effort to
end this crisis.”

“This case serves as a
great example of collaborative law
enforcement efforts to combat in-
ternational opioid trafficking con-
spirators.  U.S. Customs and
Border Protection thanks our part-
ners at FBI, FDA, USPIS, HSI
and DEA for their continued co-
operation,” stated CBP Director
of Field Operations Miller.“DEA is

addressing the threat of opioids,
both internationally and domes-
tically.  We prioritize our re-
sources by identifying and tar-
geting the world’s biggest and
most powerful drug traffickers and
their organizations,” stated DEA
Special Agent-in-Charge Boyle.
“The diversion of prescription pain
killers contribute to the wide-
spread abuse of opioids which is
a gateway to addiction and is
devastating our communities.
DEA will continue to collaborate
with our federal, state and local
law enforcement partners to hold
accountable those who are fuel-
ing this epidemic.” The charges
in the complaint are allegations,
and the defendants are presumed
innocent unless and until proven
guilty.  If convicted, Ezhil Sezhian
Kamaldoss faces up to 25 years’
imprisonment.  The remaining
defendants each face up to five
years’ imprisonment. First Assis-
tant United States Attorney Mark
Lesko and Assistant United
States Attorneys Nicholas J.
Moscow, Temidayo Aganga-Wil-
liams and Andrew D. Grubin are
in charge of the prosecution.
Assistant United States Attorney
Karin Orenstein of the Office’s
Civil Division is handling forfeiture
matters.
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We meet criteria for preferential trade status, India tells US ahead of PM Modi’s visit
In June this year, the US
has removed India from the
removed India from the list
of beneficiaries under the
GSP which allowed duty-
free entry of Indian goods
to US. India sold an esti-
mated $6.3 billion worth of
goods to the US under this
programme in 2018. Wash-
ington had cited lack of re-
ciprocal market access by

New Delhi as the reason for
doing so.In a letter to US
Trade Representative Rob-
ert Lighthizer, a group of US
House members said end-
ing the preferential status
for India is costing their
constituents every day. The
support for India was bipar-
tisan with 26 Democrats
and 18 Republicans sign-
ing the letter. The group of

lawmakers was led by Con-
gressmen Jim Himes and
Ron Estes.
The policies, the lawmak-
ers observed, negatively
affect US companies which
were trying to access the
Indian market. “Several US
industries filed petitions un-
der GSP’s market access
criterion, which were ac-
cepted for review in April

2018. Ultimately, failure to
make sufficient progress on
the issues led to termina-
tion of India’s GSP eligibil-
ity on June 5, 2019,” the US
lawmakers said in the let-
ter. Latest data by the Coa-
lition for GSP shows that
India losing the trade pref-
erential status meant that
American companies lost
about $30 million in July.

New Delhi has been one of
the biggest beneficiaries of
the Generalised System of
Preferences scheme that
allowed zero tariff entry to
some imports from 120
countries.
The GSP is the largest and
oldest US trade preference
programme and meant to
promote economic devel-
opment by allowing duty-

free entry for products from
the beneficiary countries.
From September 21-27,
PM Modi will visit the US.
He will address the UN
general assembly in New
York and meet US presi-
dent Donald Trump. The
Prime Minister will address
a rally of Indian Ameri-
cans—‘Howdy Modi!’— at
Houston on Sunday.

Top Politicians, IAS Officers Among Madhya Pradesh Honeytrap Victims While Cong & BJP Trade Charges
According to sources, one
of the women was em-
ployed with the Congress
social media cell. The male
accused is allegedly her
husband and earlier worked
with her before being ex-
pelled by the party.
A court on Thursday sent
all the accused in police

remand for three days.
Superintendent of police
(Govinpdura) Amit Kumar
told the media that the anti-
terrorism squad (ATS) had
been interrogating the
women. He confirmed that
some gadgets found with
the accused had “objection-
able content” stored in

them. However, he declined
to reveal more about the
case. Madhya Pradesh
minister Govind Singh was
quick to blame the BJP for
the crimes. “The involve-
ment of a woman leader of
the BJP in a racket which
blackmailed hundreds of
men is a testimony to the

character of the party,” he
claimed. Leader of opposi-
tion in the assembly Gopal
Bhargava, however, said
that the matter should not
be politicised and law
should take its own course.
“Being a member of any
party isn’t a certificate of
criminality or innocence,”
he said, contesting the
minister’s charge.
Bhargava also said that
seeking character certifi-
cates wasn’t the responsi-
bility of political parties
while extending member-
ship to anyone. State home

minister Bala Bachchan
told the media that the
matter came to light during
a probe sparked by a com-
plaint lodged with Indore
police. He declined from
naming the people who
were allegedly black-
mailed, saying the matter
was being investigated. The
minister assured that the
probe would not be politi-
cally motivated and anyone
found guilty would be pun-
ished irrespective of their
clout. Sources told News18
that the gang honey-
trapped several IAS and

IPS officers apart from poli-
ticians, including some
present and erstwhile min-
isters. The racket was ac-
tive since 2013 and had
extorted large sums of
money from several victims,
including leading builders,
they claimed. The develop-
ments come close on the
heels of a lewd video featuring
a senior IAS officer going viral
in Bhopal. Following this, po-
lice reportedly intensified a
probe into the activities of the
racket despite the fact that the
officer and other victims hadn’t
filed any complaints.

Trump sues to stop New York
prosecutors from getting his taxes

The lawsuit is a response to a subpoena the New York
District Attorney filed last month seeking eight years of

Trump's personal and corporate tax returns.

(News Agencies) Just
hours after President
Donald Trump sued to
block a subpoena seeking
his tax returns, he secured
a temporary reprieve.
Manhattan’s top prosecu-
tor agreed Thursday to at
least briefly suspend the
subpoena, pending the re-
sults of a court
hearing.With the sub-
poena, District Attorney
Cyrus Vance had been
seeking eight years of
Trump's personal and cor-
porate tax returns as part
of a wide-ranging investiga-
tion into hush-money pay-
ments during the 2016
presidential campaign.
The subpoena was initially
filed late last month.
Attorneys for Vance and
Trump met Thursday with
a clerk for U.S. District
Court Judge Victor

Marrero, the Bill Clinton-
appointee assigned the
case, to go over logistics
in the new lawsuit. There,
they agreed to a rapid-fire
briefing schedule that will
culminate with oral argu-
ments Wednesday morn-
ing.
In the meantime, Vance
consented to stay enforce-
ment and compliance with
the subpoena until after
next week’s court hearing.
“We are pleased that the
constitutional issues at
stake in this case will re-
ceive the appropriate re-
view from the District
Court,” said Trump per-
sonal attorney Jay
Sekulow.
The Trump lawsuit opens
by arguing that “virtually all
legal commenters agree” a
sitting president can’t be
subject to a criminal pro-

cess while in office. “Yet a
county prosecutor in New
York, for what appears to
be the first time in our
nation’s history, is at-
tempting to do just that,”
the president’s lawyers ar-
gue, naming both Vance
and Trump accounting firm
Mazars as
defendants.Trump’s attor-
neys urged the judge to
declare the Vance sub-
poena unconstitutional.
But they did allow that
Trump might later face off
against the New York
prosecutor when the presi-
dent is no longer in the
White House.
“This court should declare
it invalid and enjoin its en-
forcement until the Presi-
dent is no longer in office,”
they wrote.
Vance spokesman Danny
Frost earlier Thursday ac-
knowledged in a statement
receiving Trump’s lawsuit
and said the district attorney
“will respond as appropriate in
court.”Vance’s subpoena for
the president’s tax returns,
first reported earlier this
week by The New York
Times, came after the Jus-
tice Department's decision
earlier this summer to con-
clude its own investigation into
some of the same issues.
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Scrapping blacklist a welcome closure, redresses pain point of Sikh diaspora
Coming two months before the 550th anniversary of Sikhism founder Guru Nanak Dev and opening of the Kartarpur

Sahib corridor to Pakistan, it is a goodwill gesture with immediate resonance and long-term repercussions.

(News Agencies)  It’s never
too late to undo the wrongs of
the past for the sake of a better
future.

That’s precisely the message
in the Narendra Modi
government’s decision to scrap
the entire blacklist of 314 expa-
triate Sikhs, save two, who had
for long been denied the Indian
visa due to their alleged links with
the Khalistan movement.

The symbolism and signifi-
cance of Friday’s announcement
hasn’t been lost on anyone – as
is evident from a wave of lauda-
tory responses it has evoked
from the overseas Sikhs, and
political parties and even radical
fringe in Punjab.

To be fair, the previous dis-
pensations, notably the

Manmohan Singh-led Congress
government (2004-14), had also
periodically pruned the blacklist,
albeit in bits and pieces. Yet, the
notoriously enigmatic catalogue,
tagging a number of Punjab-ori-
gin NRI Sikhs as persona non
grata, continued in the records of
home ministry and Indian mis-
sions abroad.

But, it’s the Modi government
which has, in a single stroke,
done away with what was a pain-
ful and lingering legacy of the
Sikh tumult of the 1980s.

GOODWILL GESTURE
Coming two months before the

550th anniversary of Sikhism
founder Guru Nanak Dev and
opening of the Kartarpur Sahib
corridor to Pakistan, it is a good-
will gesture with immediate reso-

nance and long-term repercus-
sions.

The bold move implies the In-
dian state turning a new leaf on
its outreach to the Sikh diaspora,
widely recognised for its rising
influence in power politics, par-
ticularly in Canada and Britain.

Home to a majority of those
figuring in the ‘adverse list’, as the
blacklist was officially called,
both countries also figure high on
the Indian security
establishment’s radar as the fo-
cal centres of a surviving pro-
Khalistan rump and its sinister
attempts to stoke Sikh separat-
ism and fund the random terror
modules in Punjab.

THE KASHMIR FACTOR
At another level, the Kashmir

factor also apparently weighed in
the Centre’s swift action on the
blacklist that has for long lent
grist to the foreign-based
Khalistani lobby’s anti-India spiel.

Post-August 5, two strands
are discernible in Pakistan’s strat-
egy to up the ante on Kashmir.
First, rope in the Khalistani lobby
to orchestrate the Kashmir ten-
sions on the global stage. That
has since been illustrated by two
major protests in London where
Pakistanis and pro-Khalistan

Sikhs made a common cause in
vandalising the Indian high com-
mission.

It prompted New Delhi to con-
vey its strong concern over vio-
lent protests by “Pakistan-incited
elements”. More such spectacles
are expected in New York later
this month as India and Pakistan
brace for a showdown in the UN
General Assembly.

The second piece is to paint
Narendra Modi and ideological
godfather RSS as “anti-minori-
ties”, as Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan has done so bel-
licosely in his fire-spitting
speeches.
TWO-PRONGED STRATEGY

In that sense, the Modi
government’s pragmatic gesture
on the blacklist is aimed as much
at blunting Pakistan’s propa-
ganda as earning the goodwill of
a globally vibrant and visible Sikh
community.

After all, the arcane ‘kaali
soochi’ had long come to be
seen as an unwarranted legacy
of Punjab’s violent and forgettable
past. The state has long moved
on; so have those figuring in the
‘no Indian visa’ list because of
their one-time sympathies for the
Sikh separatist cause.

Over the years, the blacklist
had become a cause célèbre for
radical elements who not only
magnified the numbers, but also
stridently harped on it to whip up
a “discrimination against the
Sikhs” narrative from foreign
shores. “The so-called blacklist
has been a major obstacle in the
way India has been combating the
Sikh separatism in the western
countries. Doing away with it au-
gurs well as it denies the
Khalistanis a whipping boy to
arouse the Sikh sentiments”,
says Ujjal Dosanjh,Vancouver-
based former premier of British
Columbia and a respectable face
of the Sikhs in Canada.

That is why scrapping the
blacklist marks a welcome clo-
sure on the most-voiced grouse
of the Sikh diaspora. As Punjab
director general of police Dinkar
Gupta puts it perceptively, “This
redresses one of the pain points
of Punjab-origin people abroad.
We welcome them to come to
Punjab, reconnect with their
roots and see for themselves the
ground realities here.” Such a
magnanimous gesture, after all,
is sign of a mature and confident
democracy. India’s spirit of rec-
onciliation demands nothing less.

In LA's homelessness crisis, the Skid Row is everywhere
(News Agencies)  LA spent

nearly $620 million in tax dollars
last year to address the issue,
and yet the number of homeless
people increased by 16%, reach-
ing nearly 60,000 people.

As a Los Angeles resident, I
am among those who wonder
what the mayor's office is doing.
When I lived downtown it was vir-
tually impossible to walk a full
block in any direction without see-
ing a homeless person. In Silver
Lake where I live now, there are
tent cities. On my drive to work I
see people living underneath the
highway overpasses. It's no
longer Skid Row here. The skid
is everywhere.But you know what
else is everywhere? Churches --
and therein lies the rub.

Earlier this spring, results from
the 2018 General Social Survey
revealed something that many
found rather shocking. For the
first time in the survey's nearly 50-
year history, the No. 1 religion
Americans identified as being was
none, edging Catholic and Evan-
gelical.

Now, I'm sure some religious
conservatives would read this and
ask, "well, who did the survey?"
The answer is Ryan Burge, a po-
litical scientist at Eastern Illinois
University and a Baptist pastor.
Next would likely be the finger
pointing as to why Americans are
losing religion -- the rise of secu-
larism, acceptance of abortion, the
gays, and so on.

To that I would simply point my
finger at the other national story
that has unfolded within the week.

It was about an interview con-
ducted by journalist Lisa Guerrero
with famed Christian televangelist
-- and prosperity gospel adherent
-- Kenneth Copeland. When asked
about what he paid for his private
plane, Copeland replied "that's
none of your business." He also
said the private plane he pur-
chased from producer Tyler Perry
was "so cheap for me I couldn't
help but buy it."

I'm not against buying the finer
things in life, but I'm uncomfortable
with Copeland positioning himself
as some sort of helpless victim as

he acquires those things. Espe-
cially since we all know he's do-
ing it tax free.

There's not a city I've lived in
that didn't have people you learn
to unsee. Sometimes I give di-
rectly to someone who asks.
Sometimes I buy a meal. But
most times I force myself not to
care enough to stop because to
stop is to admit there's something
I can do.

Instead, I ask myself, "where
are my tax dollars going and what
are our politicians doing with it?" I
pay taxes so that the people I
voted for can handle it. Then I'm
reminded that homelessness, like
most socioeconomic issues, is
complicated. There isn't a single
answer because there isn't a
single reason why someone is liv-
ing on the streets.

They're not all drug addicts.
They're not all lazy. They all
didn't choose to be without a
home. Brokenness comes in
many forms -- like mental ill-
ness, a disenfranchised vet-
eran, a transgender woman

fleeing a violent environment.
These are not random hypoth-

eses, these are the stories I have
been told when I do stop and ask
them about themselves in an ef-
fort to try to help. For example, in
Chicago, there was a homeless
man I would occasionally buy food
for because medical bills forced
him out of his home. And yeah,
some are drug addicts... but that
doesn't mean they are not worthy
of compassion. Worthy of being
treated like a human being.

All of which brings me back to
the decline of religious identity.
While it is fair to wonder what our
elected officials are doing with our
tax dollars to solve the issue, I do
wonder what our religious figures
are doing with their tax-exempt
status regarding the issue. There
are several mega churches within
Los Angeles County alone with
weekly attendance well over
5,000, which begs the question:
How is it possible that 60,000 are
living in the streets, while so many
self-identified Christian
Evangelicals are worshipping in

buildings large enough to house
that many parishioners?

When you watch the video of
a man like Copeland justifying his
lavish lifestyle juxtaposed against
the story of rampant
homelessness, it becomes a bit
easier to understand why so
many Americans have decided
not to be a part of organized reli-
gion. Perhaps instead of looking
outward for reasons why people's
hearts have moved away from the
church, maybe the church should
spend time looking inward. This
week, the issue of homelessness
is about what's going on in Los
Angeles, but isn't it a problem all
around the country?

There also isn't a major urban
hub without a church resting on
prime real estate, collecting thou-
sands in non-taxed donations and
tithes each week. The government
needs to be a better steward of
our taxes. I can stop to help more
as well. But I would argue that the
self-proclaimed body of Christ has
leaders who could use a serious
tune-up as well.

Many are angry and wondering why government officials have been unable to solve the homelessness crisis in Los Angeles.
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(News Agencies)  President
Donald Trump’s resurgent obses-
sion with California and its policy
machinations boils down to
money — specifically, raising as
much cash as possible from the
state’s under-the-radar Republi-
can base.

The president keeps talking
up California’s problems like en-
vironmental regulations and
homelessness to show the West
Coast’s well-heeled donors that
he is engaged on problems that
affect their businesses and fami-
lies, according to two sources
familiar with the Trump reelection
campaign.Trump aides are real-
istic enough to know they can-
not flip the state red in 2020, but
they still want dollars flowing from
California conservatives during
the election that they can redi-
rect toward efforts in states like
Wisconsin, Michigan or Penn-
sylvania. Trump narrowly won
these states in 2016 — and they
will be crucial for his path to win-
ning a second term.

“The president does not be-
lieve California is in play, but
there is surprisingly a decent pot
of money in fundraising in the
state,” said one close White
House adviser. “The same people
who gave to his campaign have
a list of problems they have with

the state, and they’re running up
against a Democratic state leg-
islature while looking for creative
solutions.”

Trump is more than happy to
listen to their concerns at
roundtables and private dinners
and lunches. Trump supporter and
California attorney Harmeet
Dhillon said the president’s mes-
sage to California-based donors
this week behind closed doors
included discussions of rising
property crime, immigration and
homelessness in San Francisco.

The four fundraisers Trump
attended in Los Angeles, San Di-
ego, Beverly Hills and the San
Francisco area netted $15 million
for Trump Victory, a joint
fundraising committee made up
of the Trump campaign and the
Republican National Committee,
said one Republican official famil-
iar with the events.

Trump’s donor base in Califor-
nia is bigger than one would pre-
sume for a blue state, even if
many of its donors would prefer
to remain under-the-radar given
Trump’s divisiveness. In 2016,
between May and the November
election, the Trump campaign and
the RNC took in roughly $11.2
million in donations of at least
$5,000 or more from California
residents, according to data from

the Federal Election Commis-
sion.

That included donations from
Steven Mnuchin, who worked on
the Trump campaign and later
became Treasury Secretary, and
Tom Barrack, Trump’s longtime
billionaire friend currently under
investigation by federal prosecu-
tors.

In late 2018 and 2019,
Trump’s support from California
Republicans comes from real es-
tate industry executives, players
in California’s huge agricultural
sector — long a supporter of and
geographic home to California
Republicans — and technology
executives who have broken with
the industry’s generally liberal
bent.

This includes Peter Thiel, the
co-founder of PayPal and an en-
trepreneur, as well as donors who
are not household names, includ-
ing: Geoffrey H. Palmer, a real
estate developer; Barbara M.
Grimm-Marshall, owner of
Grimmway Farms; entrepreneur
Jarrett Streebin; and Oculus
founder Palmer Luckey, accord-
ing to Federal Election Commis-
sion records.

Two close advisers to the
White House said the Trump
campaign always raises the ma-
jority of its money from donors in

California, New York, Texas, and
Florida, given the wealth in the
four states.

Trump's attention to Califor-
nia-specific issues helps make
donors feel heard, they added,
especially since Trump has never
been able to tap into establish-
ment Republican money in any
meaningful way in states like
Connecticut, Massachusetts or
New Jersey.

The Trump campaign also in-
tends to continue to elevate the
state as a cautionary example for
what it considers an overly liberal
government run amok, compared
to the #MAGA worldview Trump
has created. The campaign is
casting California as socialism on
steroids, with the state suddenly
the president’s favorite political
foil.

Democrats control more than
two-thirds of the California Legis-
lature while Republicans have
fallen to third in voter registration,
trailing independents. Even long-
time GOP bastions such as Or-
ange County have turned blue, a
major reason Republicans hold
only seven of the state's 53 seats
in Congress.

“There is a growing sense that
California is just out of control,”
said Newt Gingrich, former
Speaker of the House and a long-
time friend of Trump’s who serves
as an informal political adviser.
“The president is ultimately go-
ing to run a campaign of con-
trasts. The party that cannot fix
Baltimore also cannot fix San
Francisco and cannot fix the
homeless problem there. He is
looking for opportunities to draw
the contrast between the two
Americas, and I think it is greatly
to the left’s disadvantage.” Trump
certainly played up that theme
during his visit. On Air Force One
during the ride back to Washing-
ton D.C., he announced the En-
vironmental Protection Agency
would soon give San Francisco
a notice of environmental viola-

tions related to its homelessness
problem. The president said pol-
lution was flowing into the ocean
in California because of waste in
storm sewers caused by objects
like used needles.

“It’s a terrible situation —
that’s in Los Angeles and in San
Francisco,” he said on the plane.
“We can’t have our cities going
to hell.”

“The President is underlining
the failure of liberal leadership in
major cities, in California and
elsewhere, to draw a contrast with
the success of his own policies.
And the success of his
fundraising in California is evi-
dence that there are millions of
Golden State residents who en-
thusiastically support his re-elec-
tion,” said Tim Murtaugh, direc-
tor of communications for the
president’s re-election campaign.
“It is also important for California
Republicans to stay engaged,
because there are a number of
House seats we can regain with
President Trump’s help at the top
of the ticket,” Murtaugh added.
Attorney Dhillon, who rode with
Trump in his motorcade in Cali-
fornia and had previously at-
tended a White House social
media summit enlisting conser-
vative voices, rejected the notion
that Trump was “retaliating”
against California’s Democratic
leaders. “I think there’s a lot of
interest here despite the one-
party rule” in what the president
has to say, added Dhillon.

The president also always loves
a good foil — from the New York
Times to House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi to state political figures and
business leaders in the nation’s most
populous and arguably bluest state.
“There are a lot of bogeyman who
reside in California,” joked one
source close to the campaign about
the president’s most recent visit.
“You have Big Tech and Hollywood,”
giving the president ammunition for
Twitter, rallies, and his 2020 re-elec-
tion bid.

Trump's obsession
with California has

cash benefits
Four fundraisers in the state netted a Trump

fundraising committee $15 million.
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He was a Yale graduate, Wall Street banker and entrepreneur. Today he's homeless in Los Angeles

(News Agencies) Shawn
Pleasants has the kind of re-
sume that would attract the at-
tention of any job recruiter: high
school valedictorian, economics
major from Yale University, Wall
Street banking jobs, small busi-
ness entrepreneur. But a few
wrong turns in life 10 years ago
left him homeless, and today he's
living underneath a tarp in the
Koreatown section of Los Ange-
les.

He's been told before that a
smart and capable person like
him should not be in this situa-
tion.

"But I'm like, should anybody
be here? Who should, then?"
Pleasants said.

Last week, Trump administra-
tion officials came to Los Ange-
les to examine the
homelessness crisis. The Presi-
dent, who clashes with Califor-
nia politicians on a number of
issues, has made frequent refer-
ence to the state's failure to solve
the problem.

Trump is visiting the West
Coast this week, amid reports
that his administration is about
to launch a crackdown on
homelessness -- potentially in-
volving dismantling encamp-
ments and moving the homeless
en masse into a government fa-
cility, according to the Washing-
ton Post. (It's not clear how this
would work or whether the Presi-
dent has the authority to order
this kind of action.)

Against that backdrop,
Pleasants' story is a reminder of
how complex the problem of
homelessness can be. "It means
it can happen to anybody. It's a
problem we all could face,"
Pleasants said, standing on a
sidewalk in front of his weathered
belongings. A couple of unopened
cereal boxes that he just col-
lected from a food pantry sit atop
his things."I am responsible for my
own choices. I own all my deci-
sions," he said plainly before tell-
ing his story.

Pleasants, 52, is one of
60,000 people living on the streets
of Los Angeles County. The situ-
ation has been worsening in re-
cent years -- between 2018 and
2019, the number of homeless
people went up 12% in the county
and 16% in the city, according to
the Greater Los Angeles Home-
less Count. Along LA's skid row
downtown, tents line entire
blocks, and encampments in
other neighborhoods have been
growing.

Mike Dickerson, an organizer
for the homeless advocacy group
Ktown for All, says the stories of
many people living on the streets
might surprise you."I think a lot
of people have this perception that
danger lurks in the encamp-
ments," he said. "And for myself
and for other volunteers, what we
found is people who are just
people like everyone else, who
have fallen into hard times,
whether that's because of their

own personal issues of because
their landlord evicted them or be-
cause the rent rose in a way they
could no longer pay."Pleasants
grew up in San Antonio, Texas,
the product of a stable, loving fam-
ily who always excelled in school,
according to his younger brother,
Michael.

Their mother was a teacher,
while their father made a career
in the Air Force.

"He was always as a young
child taking things apart and put-
ting them back together," said
Michael Pleasants, who followed
his brother's footsteps to Yale.
"He was a whiz kid."

"He (Shawn) played trombone
and won several civic awards
around the city."Pleasants also
overcame a physical disability. He
was born with a club foot and wore
leg braces throughout his child-
hood, his brother said. His doc-
tor joked he would never run a
marathon. In fact, his brother
said, he's run several, and was
in peak physical condition
through his 20s.

Pleasants was a high school
valedictorian, who had offers from
multiple colleges, according to his
brother.

Shawn chose Yale and said
he received grants and several
academic scholarships, which
covered most of his tuition. CNN
has verified that he graduated
from the university.He majored in
economics, and after a few years
toiling on Wall Street, including

jobs at Morgan Stanley, he
landed in California. Trying to ful-
fill a Hollywood dream, he started
a photography and filmmaking
company.

It was the mid-'90s, and as
the DVD industry soon exploded,
his company got involved in the
then-lucrative world of the adult
film industry. They made so
much money that Pleasants
wound up buying a large home in
the Silver Lake neighborhood of
Los Angeles.

"It was a beautiful house,
something you'd see on MTV,"
said his brother.But amid
squabbles with his co-founders,
the income dried up.

"By the time it was all sorted
out, there was no business,"
Shawn Pleasants said.

About 10 years ago, around
the same time, he also lost his
mother to cancer, and her death
sent him into an emotional and
physical tailspin.

He went from l iving one
place to another, eventually liv-
ing out of his car before he lost
that as well, his brother said.

Pleasants is gay, and con-
siders himself to be married to
another homeless man he's
been with for 10 years, since
before they were on the
streets.

They live on the streets to-
gether, acting as a sort of
team. They've held court on the
same Koreatown sidewalks for
six years.

"We' re actual ly  in  the
middle of a move," he said,
explaining that some of their
things are few blocks away.

He grimaced at the notion of
ever going to a shelter.

"They're always set up with
such rigid protocols. I would leave
the place immediately," he said.

Pleasants believes a shelter
would restrict his freedom and is
concerned he wouldn't be able to
keep all of his things due to a lack
of space.

"I would prefer to be some-
where where I can still go to the
library and do the things I need
to do when I need to do
them."Like many of the nation's
homeless, drugs, specifically
meth, are a part of Pleasants' life.

He said he began using the
drug before he became home-
less, but insists it's not what led
him to the streets.

His brother says his path to-
ward addiction began while he
was recovering from a back in-
jury before he was homeless. "It
started with pain killers, and then
when they were too expensive or
not accessible he medicated with
other things."

Shawn Pleasants said he
takes meth a few times a week
as both an escape and to help
him stay awake at night.

"Every time you sleep, that's
when you lose and when people
come and take your things," he
said. "I'm a heavy sleeper. I lose
a lot."
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Tata Power exits South African wind power projects
The move is in line with the Tata Group company’s aim to sell sub-optimal international assets. The two wind power farms have about 230 MW of generation capacity

(News Agencies) Tata
Power has exited its invest-
ments in two wind power
farms of about 230-MW
generation capacity in
South Africa for $106 mil-
lion. The move was in line
with the company’s aim to
sell sub-optimal interna-

tional assets, the company
said in a statement.

Khopoli Investments Ltd
(a 100% subsidiary of Tata
Power) announced the ex-
ecution of a share purchase
agreement with Exxaro
Resources Ltd for the di-
vestment of the company’s

entire 50% stake in
Cennergi, a South African
joint venture, for an amount
of ZAR 1,550 million ($106
million), subject to normal
working capital and other
adjustments.

Cennergi (Pty) Ltd is a
50:50 joint venture between
Exxaro Resources Ltd, a
leading South African coal
producer, and Khopoli In-
vestments Ltd. The agree-
ment is likely to be com-
pleted by the third quarter
of FY20. Post this transac-
tion, Exxaro will have
100% ownership of
Cennergi.

Cennergi owns two wind

farms in South Africa —
Amakhala Emoyeni (with a
generation capacity of
134.4 MW and 95%
shareholding) and
Tsitsikamma Community
Wind Farm (with a genera-
tion capacity of 95.3 MW
and 75% shareholding).
Each project has a 20-year
power purchase agreement
with state power utility
Eskom.

“The decision to
monetise this South African
asset is in alignment with
our stated strategy to
deleverage the balance
sheet by divesting sub-op-
timal size international as-

sets,” said Praveer Sinha,
CEO and managing direc-
tor, Tata Power. “The pro-
ceeds from such sale
would be re-invested in
emerging areas where there
is a huge growth opportu-
nity. The company will fo-
cus on renewable power,
power distribution and ser-
vice-led businesses in India
which will bring in greater
value and help us align with
the emerging consumer
needs”, he added.

ABSA Bank was the
sole advisor to Khopoli for
the transaction. “The col-
laboration between Exxaro
and Tata Power over the

past seven years to develop
these projects to their cur-
rent status has been com-
mendable and an outstand-
ing success in South
Africa’s implementation of
its energy strategy. As a
South African-based com-
pany, Exxaro is pleased
with this opportunity to con-
solidate its interest in this
renewable energy asset at
a time in South Africa
where we need energy se-
curity as we respond to in-
creasing negative senti-
ment towards coal-based
electricity generation,” said
Mxolisi Mgojo, CEO of
Exxaro Resources.

Rupee weak as Saudi attack spurs demand for safe haven assets
The yield on the 10-year Indian government bond was at 6.708%, compared with its previous close of 6.714%. In the year so far, the

rupee has weakened 2.8%, while foreign investors have bought nearly $6.79 billion in Indian equities and $4.65 billion in debt

(News Agencies) The Indian ru-
pee was weaker against the US dol-
lar tracking emerging market curren-
cies as the attack on Saudi Arabia’s
oil facilities lifted demand for safe
haven assets such as the green-
back.

At 12.12 pm, the domestic cur-
rency was trading at 71.83 a dollar,
down 0.32%, from Monday’s close
of 71.60. The local currency opened

at 71.83. The yield on the 10-year
Indian government bond was at
6.708%, compared with its previous
close of 6.714%.

The Sensex was down 0.88% at
36,796.71 points. So far this year,
the index has risen 3%.

In the year so far, the rupee has
weakened 2.8%, while foreign inves-
tors have bought nearly $6.79 billion
in Indian equities and $4.65 billion in
debt. Asian currencies were trading

lower. South Korean won was down
0.6%, Indonesian rupiah fell 0.5%,
Malaysian ringgit, China Offshore
0.3% and China renminbi declined
0.3% each, Philippines peso lost
0.2%, and Taiwan dollar, Thai Baht
and Singapore dollar fell around 0.1%
each,. The dollar index, which mea-
sures the US currency’s strength
against a basket of major currencies,
was at 98.60, down marginally from
its previous close of 98.61.

Goldman Sachs says the market
is about to get wild in October

(News Agencies) For
investors taking a breather
from the chaos in August,
buckle up as the market is
about to go crazy again,
Goldman Sachs warned.

Wall Street is now
inches away from reclaim-
ing its record highs, but a
rockier ride could be around
the corner as stock volatil-
ity has been 25% higher in
October on average since
1928, according to
Goldman. Big price swings
have been seen in each
major stock benchmark
and sector in October over
the past 30 years, with tech-

nology and health care be-
ing the most volatile
groups, Goldman said.

“We believe high Octo-
ber volatility is more than
just a coincidence,” John
Marshall, equity derivatives
strategist at Goldman, said
in a note Friday. “We be-
lieve it is a critical period
for many investors and com-
panies that manage perfor-
mance to calendar year-
end.”

The Cboe Volatility In-
dex, a measure of the 30-
day implied volatility of U.S.
stocks also known as the
VIX or “fear gauge,” has

been tame this month as
trade tensions between the
U.S. and China eased and
Treasury yields bounced
back from their historic
lows.But things could get
chaotic again as earnings
season kicks off, which
should exacerbate a shift in
investor sentiment.“Such
pressures boost volumes
and volatility as investors
observe earnings reports,
analyst days and manage-
ment gives guidance for the
following year,” Marshall
said. Seasonality is also
strong in single stock vola-
tility as earnings and other
events tend to lead to big-
ger moves, the strategist
noted. “Not only are earn-
ings day moves rising rela-
tive to average daily moves,
but October tends to be the
quarter with the largest ab-
solute earnings day moves
for U.S. stocks,” Marshall
said.

Cash-starved Air India to put
its crew on low-fat diet

Dhananjay Kumar, the state-run airline’s spokesman, said
Wednesday that the objective is to provide healthy and cost-

effective meals to crews on domestic and international flights.

(News Agencies)  Cash-
starved Air India is putting
its crew on a diet, chang-
ing their inflight menu to
special low-fat meals.
Dhananjay Kumar, the
state-run airline’s spokes-
man, said Wednesday that
the objective is to provide
healthy and cost-effective
meals to crews on domes-
tic and international flights.
Kumar declined comment

on media reports that the
cost per meal, mostly veg-
etarian, will fall to one-
third of the current 500-800
rupees (up to $11) per meal.
The new menu was intro-
duced Monday on flights
originating from New Delhi
and Mumbai and will be
extended to other routes
soon. “Special low-fat diet
meals have been worked
out on a day-wise basis in

order to provide light and
healthy meal with a home
(Indian) touch,” an airline
statement said.

The decision comes at
a time when the Indian gov-
ernment is trying to divest
from Air India, which has
debts of nearly 580 billion
rupees ($8 billion).

After an earlier failed
attempt to sell the airline off
last year, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s govern-
ment is expected to try
again in October.

In 2009, the airline fired
10 air hostesses for being
overweight after they failed
to get back in shape three
years after they were
switched to ground crew
jobs.
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Coffee before sex?
More than half of Americans

prefer their morning caffeine fix
to wake up sex, according to poll

(Agencies)  Most people pre-
fer waking up to coffee over
morning sex, according to a
recent survey.

The caf fe ine addic ted
masses beat out the randy ris-
ers in a study conducted by
Le Meridien Hotels & Resorts.
An eye opening 53 per cent of
frequent travelers asked by the
chain preferred their caffeine

fix to satisfying that other crav-
ing.

Even more amazing – over
three quarters of respondents
were willing to go without al-
cohol, switch off social media
or endure a year of celibacy
instead of having to kick the
coffee habit over that same
time frame.

The product of surveying
Le Meridien guests across
Ch ina ,  Ind ia ,  the  Un i ted

A r a b  E m i r a t e s  a n d  t h e
Uni ted States ear l ier  th is

year, the survey
also showed that
5 1  p e r  c e n t  o f
people can hold
out on sex longer
than going with-
out a cup of that
heavenly coffee.

W i t h  7 8  p e r
cent  o f  respon-
dents  w i l l i ng  to
give up drinking,
soc ia l  media  or
s e x  f o r  y e a r
r a t h e r  t h a n  g o
w i t h o u t  c o f f e e ,
and 16 per cent
saying ‘ they are
not able to talk to
o t h e r  p e o p l e ’
without coffee in
t h e  m o r n i n g ,  i t
should be no sur-

prise that 81 per cent need
it to last through long meet-
ings.

A further 28 per cent of
peop le  fe l t  l ess  c rea t i ve
without their favourite brew
and another 22 per cent are
physically unable to crawl
out of bed without coffee, ac-
cording to the survey. As far
as travelers, it may not be
too much of a surprise that
73 per cent of respondents
would cede in-room internet
access or televisions for a
perfect cup of coffee while
on the road. A further 36 per
cent would rather kick back
with a cup of joe before having
alcohol while staying at a ho-
tel, said the survey, which was
spotted by News.com.au.

Of the 7,455 people who
responded to the survey, 55
per cent were women.

How your parents can break your heart
Children starved of warmth and affection suffer lifelong health problems

(Agencies)  The effects of
childhood abuse and lack of
parental affection can last a life-
time, taking a toll both emotion-
ally and physically, reveals a
new study.

A new UCLA-led study for
the first time examines the ef-
fects of abuse and lack of pa-
rental affection across the
body's entire regulatory system.

The study, published online
by the Proceedings of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences,
found a strong biological link for
how negative early life experi-
ences affect physical health
and can even lead to cardiovas-
cular disease.

However, it's not all bad
news. 'Our findings suggest
that there may be a way to re-
duce the impact abuse has, at
least in terms of physical
health," said Judith E. Carroll,

a research scientist at the Cous-
ins Center for
Psychoneuroimmunology at
UCLA, and the study's lead au-
thor.

'If the child has love from pa-
rental figures they may be more
protected from the impact of
abuse on adult biological risk for
health problems than those who
don't have that loving adult in their
life.'

The researchers studied 756
adults who had participated in a
study called Coronary Artery Risk
Development in Young Adults
(CARDIA).

They measured 18 biological
markers of health risk, such as
blood pressure, heart rate, stress
hormone, cholesterol, waist cir-
cumference, inflammation, and
blood sugar regulation, and
analysed if they were at higher
biological risk for disease.

To determine the study sub-
jects' childhood stress the re-
searchers used a self-report
scale called the Risky Families
Questionnaire.

They found a significant link
between reports of childhood
abuse and multisystem health
risks, but those who reported
higher amounts of parental

warmth and affection in their child-
hood had lower multisystem
health risks. The researchers
also found a significant interac-
tion of abuse and warmth, so that
individuals reporting low levels of
love and affection and high levels
of abuse in childhood had the
highest multisystem risk in adult-
hood. 'Our findings highlight the
extent to which these early child-

hood experiences are associ-
ated with evidence of increased
biological risks across nearly all
of the body's major regulatory
systems,' said Teresa Seeman,
professor of medicine in the divi-
sion of geriatrics at the David
Geffen School of Medicine and
of epidemiology at the Fielding
School of Public Health at UCLA,
and the paper's senior author.

'If we only look at individual
biological parameters such as
blood pressure or cholesterol,
we would miss the fact that the
early childhood experiences are
related to a much broader set of
biological risk indicators - sug-
gesting the range of health risks
that may result from such ad-
verse childhood exposures.'

The authors note that the find-
ings used information provided
by the participants, so there may
be some recall bias.
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The air quality in your
home tells a different story

Think you’re house is clean ?Think you’re house is clean ?
The air quality in your

home tells a different story
University of Utah engineers from both the School of

Computing and the Department of Electrical and Computer
Engineering built a series of portable air quality monitors

with Wi-Fi and connected them to a university server.

(News Agencies) What if you
could see the microscopic air
pollutants in your home? In a new
study, engineers have
discovered that visualising how
bad air quality is in your home
can help mitigate pollution. They
conducted a study to determine
if homeowners change the way
they live if they could visualise
the air quality in their house. It
turns out, their behaviour
changes a lot. Lead author
Jason Wiese said, “The idea
behind this study was to help

people understand something
about this invisible air quality in
their home.” During the day, the
air pollution inside your home can
be worse than outside due to
activities such as vacuuming,
cooking, dusting or running the
clothes dryer. The results can
cause health problems,
especially for the young and
elderly with asthma. University
of Utah engineers from both the
School of Computing and the
Department of Electrical and
Computer Engineering built a

series of portable air quality
monitors with Wi-Fi and
connected them to a university
server. To help identify when
there might be spikes in the air
pollution, homeowners were
given a voice-activated Google
Home speaker so they could tell
the server to label a particular
moment in time when the air
quality was being measured,
such as when a person was
cooking or vacuuming.
Participants also were sent an
SMS text message warning

them whenever the indoor air
quality changed rapidly. During
the study, researchers
discovered some interesting
trends from their system of
sensors, which they called
MAAV (Measure Air quality,
Annotate data streams, and
Visualize real-time PM2.5
levels).Researchers also learned
that circumstances that made
the air pollution worse differed in
each home. Vacuuming in the
home, for example, would cause
different reactions to the air

quality. They also learned that if
homeowners could visualize the
air quality in their home, they
always stayed on top of labelling
and looking at the data. The
study involves engineering in
co l laborat ion wi th  o ther
University of Utah scientists,
inc lud ing b iomedica l
in format ics  and c l in ica l
asthma researchers. The full
f indings are present in
Proceedings of the ACM on
Interactive, Mobile, Wearable
and Ubiquitous Tech.

Pop an aspirin
to lower risk of
ovarian cancer

Taking a low-dose
aspirin daily may help

women lower their risk
of developing ovarian

cancer by 23%,
suggests a new study.

 Taking a low-dose of aspirin
daily may help women lower
their risk of developing ovarian
cancer by 23%, suggests a
new study. Ovarian cancer is
the most fatal gynaecological
cancer, largely due to lack
of early detection strategies
and is believed that the
inflammation that occurs
during ovulation plays a role
in the development of this
cancer. Aspirin is thought to
lower cancer risk by
reducing inflammation. The
findings, led by researchers
from H. Lee Moffitt Cancer
Centre and Research
Institute in the US, showed
that low-dose aspirin use was
associated with a lower risk
of ovarian cancer while
standard-dose aspirin use
increased the risk, their
findings revealed. Conversely,
women who took non-aspirin
anti-inflammatory drugs
(NSAIDs), such as ibuprofen
(Advil) or naproxen (Aleve) —

at least 10 tablets per week
for many years, had an
increased risk of
developing the disease.
“We’re not quite at the
stage where we could
make the recommendation
that daily aspirin use lowers
ovarian cancer risk. We need
to do more research. But it
is definitely something
women should discuss with
their physician,” said
Shelley Tworoger, Associate

Centre Director from the
varsity. For this study,
published in the journal
JAMA Oncology, the team
analysed data on more than
2,00,000 women among
which 1,054 developed
ovarian cancer. In addition,
researchers looked at the
participants’ use of aspirin
(325 milligrams), low-dose
aspirin (100 milligrams or
less), non-aspirin NSAIDs
and acetaminophen.

World Smile Day: 5 mood-boosting foods to make you smile
(News Agencies)  You may think
a slice of pizza or a bowl of chips
will cheer you up. But the truth is
that if you’re looking for more
sustainable boosts to your
emotional well-being, there are
better ways to eat yourself happy.
There are food items that have been
clinically proven to fight depression,
lift energy, ease anxiety and
generally make you feel good. On
World Smile Day, October 5, here

are five mood-boosting foods that
can influence your brain in a
consistent, positive way and help
cheer you up: Chocolate There’s
a very good reason we feel a bit
happier after indulging in a piece or
two. Chocolate releases mood-
elevating chemicals, like
theobromine, tyrosine, and
tryptophan (serotonin), according to
a study in National Center for
Biotechnology Information (NCBI).

Banana Aside from their many
health benefits, bananas can be
eaten to treat PMS (premenstrual
syndrome) symptoms or
depression. The yellow fruit is high
in tryptophan, which converts to
serotonin — the mood lifting
neurotransmitter — according to a
study by the University of Maryland
Medical Center. And, can also
stablilise blood sugar and help you
to relax. Yoghurt The probiotics

found in yoghurt, aren’t just great
for the stomach and immune health.
They can also affect your brain
functioning, increasing the mood-
boosting neurotransmitters, says a
study by NCBI Green tea Taking
a sip of green tea will instantly give
you that “ahh” feeling. Its L-theanine
(amino acids) properties will help to calm
and relax you. It can also help to improve
mental fog. So if you’re feeling a little
low today, it’s time to unwind.

Sleep is good for brain health, helps
your brain organise memories

Sleep is integral to good health. A new study shows that
during your sleep, the brain reactivates memories.

(News Agencies) Sleep
helps to consolidate
memories, as per a new
study. Researchers from Ruhr-
Universitat Bochum and the
University of Bonn have
investigated the activity
patterns that occur in the brain
when people remember or
forget things. They were
interested in how the brain
replays and stores during

sleep what it had learned
before. The team recorded the
brain activity of epilepsy
patients who had electrodes
implanted into their brain for the
purpose of surgical planning.
One result: During sleep, the
brain even reactivates memory
traces that it can no longer
remember later on. For the
experiment, the test
participants were given a

series of pictures to memorise.
They then took an afternoon
nap. When looking at a
picture, the activity in the brain
shows a pattern that differs
somewhat from picture to
picture. The researchers were
able to measure these
differences in high-frequency
activity fluctuations — called
gamma band activity. They
analysed brain activity not only
during the learning task but
also during sleep. They then
tested which images the
participants could
remember after sleep and
which they could not. The
gamma band activity that
was typical of certain motifs
occurred not only when
looking at the images, but also
during sleep.
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Is the cure for cocaine addiction in the gut?
Bile may break up the reward system that makes users feel high, study suggests

(Agencies)  Bile acids could prove
an unusual tool in the battle to prevent
cocaine addiction. Researchers found
that the unlikely substance, released
by the liver to aid in fat absorption,
also alters the brain's reward system
and can reduce the high addicts get
from the addictive drug. Giving lab
mice surgery to ramp up their bile acid
production lowered the amount of
dopamine they produced in response
to cocaine, the study revealed.

And it also left mice less likely to
return to their cocaine-associated lab
chamber, which indicated to the

researchers that  cocaine was
'probably less rewarding.'

Study co-author Dr Aurelio Galli, a
biologist at the University of Alabama
said: 'These findings redefine the
physiological significance of bile acid
signalling.

'They highlight the importance of
determining whether b i le  ac id
analogues represent  a v iable
pharmacological treatment for cocaine
abuse.' Some four million people in
the US use cocaine a year, and in 2016
the stimulant was involved in 10,375
deaths in 2016.

There are no medications currently
approved by the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) to treat cocaine
addiction. People addicted to the drug
must  qui t  cold turkey.   But  the
University of Alabama researchers'
discovery could change that.

The team carried out the study
using an experimental treatment
called bile diversion surgery, which is

typically used for weight loss. Bile is
released at the end of the small
intestine, increasing the amount of
bile acids that enter the general
circulation.

Mice treated with this surgery have
less appetite for high-fat foods, which
suggests that bile acids affect brain
reward pathways. The study revealed
the surgery also produced an elevation
of bile acids in the brain, resulting in
a reduction in dopamine release in
response to cocaine. The team also
gave the mice a drug, called OCA, that
mimics the effect of bile at its receptor
in the brain (TGR5 receptor). I t
showed OCA mimicked the cocaine-
related results of bile diversion surgery
in untreated mice, bolstering the
theory the drug's effects were reduced
with elevated levels of bile acids. Dr
Galli added: 'Knocking out TGR5 from
the brain's nucleus accumbens – a
central reward region – prevented bile
acids from reducing cocaine's effects,

confirming that signalling through this
receptor was responsible for the
cocaine-related results of bile acid
elevation.' Bile acids are normally
released from the gall bladder into the
upper part of the small intestine.
There,  they emuls i fy  fats for
absorption, before being recycled
further down the small intestine.

The drug OCA, which affects the
bile acid receptor, is already approved
for the treatment of primary biliary
c i r rhosis,  an auto immune l iver
disease.

The researchers said this offers
'fast translational opportunities' for the
drug to be used for other treatments.

Dr Galli said: 'This study also
contributes to a greater understanding
of how gut-based signalling influences
higher order central functions such as
reward.' The researchers said further
research can now determine whether
bile acid is a viable treatment for
cocaine abuse.

Why cuts in your mouth
heal 10 times faster

Scientists discover oral cells are on standby to repair
wounds but do not act the same way on skin in

discovery that could pave the way for new treatments
(News Agencies) Wounds in your

mouth can heal up to 10 times faster than
skin cuts, a study has revealed.

Injuries inside the mouth recover
quicker because the tissue in the mouth
is constantly ready to regenerate itself,
research found.

Mouth wounds also close up without
leaving a scar, which has led scientists
to look at a way of mimicking the process
to improve the treatment of skin wound
healing.

Researchers discovered the mouth
has more activitity in proteins which
reduce inflammation and fire up the cells

needed to close wounds.
Boosting the amount of this protein in

mice's skin quickens skin healing time
by a third – the scientists hope their
findings can improve medics' ability to
treat damaged skin.

Researchers from the University of
California in San Diego tested the
difference in healing speed by making
cuts on 30 volunteers' arms and inside
their mouths.

While the arm injuries closed up at a
rate of around 0.1 millimetres a day, those
in the mouth healed three times faster, at
an average of 0.3 millimetres a day.

And the difference is because there
are proteins controlling the healing
process in the mouth which are not
present in arm skin. These proteins mean
skin cells are constantly repairing or on
standby to fix the lining of the mouth, but
the same thing does not happen on the
outside of the body.

Mouth injuries heal quickly – in as little
as six days without leaving a scar, in the
study – whereas arm wounds often take
longer than two weeks to fully recover.

The oral wounds healed approximately
five to 10 times faster than skin wounds,'
researcher Silvio Gutkind told the New

Scientist.The researchers now suggest
the mouth could hold clues to how to
make skin heal faster all over the body,
after boosting the levels of one of the
proteins in mice shortened skin healing
time from nine days to three. One expert
suggests moist membranes in the body
may heal better because we evolved from
underwater creatures. Luis Garza, a skin
researcher and dermatologist at Johns
Hopkins School of Medicine told Science
News: 'We spent most of our time
learning how to repair wounds underwater.
So it makes sense that we repair wounds
really well on our moist mucosa.'

US named the 'most dangerous place to give birth' in the developed world by in-depth report
(News Agencies)  Women face a

higher risk of life-threatening
complications during childbirth in the US
than in any other 'developed' nation, a
USA Today investigation claims.

The number of women who die in
childbirth has risen dramatically in the
US since 1999 while these fatalities have
dropped in every other wealthy nation,
including the UK, France, Japan,
Germany and the UK.

For its investigation, USA Today
spent four years examining hospital
records and interviewing women who had
survived dangerous childbirth
complications across the country.

These women are among the 50,000

who sustain serious injuries during labor
and delivery, and that only stands to grow
unless doctors and hospital employees
are given better training in the future.

Historically childbirth has always
been a dangerous endeavor.

But medical advances - especially
those made in the last couple of decades
- have changed that for most countries
in the world.

'Instead, the US continues to watch
other countries improve as it falls behind.
Today, this is the most dangerous place
in the developed world to give birth,' the
report says.

However simply not diagnosing
common problems during childbirth is

leading to an alarming number of deaths
in the US, where 26.4 women per every
100,000 that give birth do not survive the
process - a sharp increase from the rate
in 1990.

USA Today combed through hundreds
of thousands of pages of internal records
from hospitals looking for patterns in the
childbirth-related complications that their
patients experienced.

The most common problems were
excessive blood loss and severely high
blood pressure - simple problems that
can easily be treated if doctors catch
them in time.

Worldwide, about five women die
every hour of preeclampsia, or high blood

pressure during or immediately following
pregnancy.

USA Today investigated the death of
Yolanda Mention, who died due to the
common complication.

After giving birth to a daughter,
Serenity, at a South Carolina hospital  in
2015, Mention was sent home. Neither
she nor her doctors seemed to realize
that her blood pressure was dangerously
high.  She returned to the hospital the
days later with classic symptoms of
severe postpartum preeclampsia: high
blood pressure and a splitting headache.
But during the hours she was left uncared
for in the waiting room, Mention had a
stroke and died at age 38.
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(News Agencies)  Dream
Girl, which stars Ayushmann
Khurrana in the lead role,
crossed the 50-crore-mark
within 4 days of its release,
reports Bollywood trade ana-
lyst Taran Adarsh. The film
collected Rs. 7.43 crore on
Monday, which is relatively
less than the amount that it
collected over the weekend.
In his tweet, Taran Adarsh
descr ibed the f i lm as a
"bonafide success." The film
has garnered Rs. 52 crore as
of now. Sharing the film's box
office report so far, Taran
Adarsh tweeted: "Dream Girl
consolidates and cements
its status ... Is a bonafide
success, with Day 4 [work-

Dimple Kapadia Films Tenet With Christopher
Nolan And John David Washington In Mumbai
(News Agencies) Hollywood

director Christopher Nolan, who
arrived in Mumbai this weekend,
started shooting for his drama
Tenet in the city. The filmmaker,
along with the film's stars John
David Washington and Dimple
Kapadia, was spotted prepping
for the shoot at the Gateway of
India on Monday. In the pictures
from the sets, Christopher Nolan
can be seen walking around on
the set in a blue shirt and black
trousers while Dimple can be
seen dressed in an orange-
coloured salwar suit, which she
paired with a red shawl. She was
also photographed talking to John
David, a former footballer, who
has earned a Golden Globe nomi-
nation for his work in 2018 drama-
crime BlacKkKlansman. Son of
veteran actor Denzel Washing-
ton, John David is also known for
his work on HBO's Ballers. On
Monday, he was spotted on the
sets dressed a black shirt and
grey-coloured blazer and trou-
sers.

Christopher Nolan is best-
known for directing critically ac-
claimed films like The Prestige,
Batman Begins, The Dark Knight
series, Interstellar and Memento.
His film Tenet also features Rob-
ert Pattinson, Elizabeth Debicki,

Aaron Taylor-Johnson, Clemence
Poesy, Michael Caine, Kenneth
Branagh and Himesh Patel.

Take a look at the pictures of
Dimple Kapadia, Christopher
Nolan and John David Washing-
ton from the sets of Tenet.It has
been reported that the cast and

crew of Tenet  will shoot the film
in South Mumbai for 10 days.
Last year, Christopher Nolan had
visited India in March to create
awareness about celluloid films
in the digital era and to "engage
with people from one of the great-
est film cultures in the world." He

had also met several celebrities
such as Amitabh Bachchan,
Kamal Haasan and Shah Rukh
Khan back then. In an interview
with news agency IANS, the di-
rector revealed his motive be-
hind his three-day visit to India
and said: "One of the reasons

Dream Girl Box Office Collection Day 4
Ayushmann Khurrana's Film Is A 'Bonafide Success' At Rs. 52 Crore

ing day] showing negligible
decline [despite lower ticket
rates on weekdays] . . .  Fr i
10.05 cr, Sat 16.42 cr, Sun
18.10 cr, Mon 7.43 cr. Total:
Rs. 52 cr. India biz."

Dream Girl had a great
opening weekend collection.
On Monday, Taran Adarsh
shared a tweet, wherein he
compared the film's opening
weekend collection with the
other releases of Ayushmann
Khurrana. Dream Girl occupied
the second spot on the list
while the 2018 comedy film
Badhaai Ho ranks first on the
list (with an opening weekend
collection of Rs. 45.70 crore).
The third and the fourth spot
were occupied by Article 15

and AndhaDhun,
respectively.Directed by Raaj
Shaandilyaa and co-produced
by Ekta Kapoor,  Shobha
Kapoor  and Nachiket
Pantva idya,  Dream Gir l

opened in theaters on Friday.
Other  than Ayushmann
Khurrana, the film also fea-
tures Nushrat Bharucha,
Annu Kapoor and Vijay Raaz
in key roles.

why I am here in India, other
than I believe in the cause of
saving celluloid films, is to meet
more people from the Indian
film industry and engage with
the people from one of the
greatest film cultures of the
world... To learn more about it."

BOX OFFICE INSIDER
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Chhichhore Box Office Collection Day 11
Sushant Singh Rajput, Shraddha Kapoor's Film Is A 'Champ' With Rs. 98 Crore

(News Agencies) Shraddha
Kapoor and Sushant Singh
Rajput's movie Chhichhore may
have been joined by new releases
last Friday but it continues its
slow and steady performance at
the box office. Chhichhore, which
hit screens on September 6, has
recorded an impressive score of
over Rs. 98 crore in 11 days in
theatres, reported trade analyst
Taran Adarsh. "Chhichhore is a
box office champ... Inches closer

to Rs. 100 cr mark... Maintains
a strong grip on [second] Mon...
This one's not going to slow down
soon... [Week 2] Fri 5.34 cr, Sat
9.42 cr, Sun 10.47 cr, Mon 4.02
cr. Total: Rs. 98.08 cr. India biz,"
Mr Adarsh wrote in his Instagram
post.

Chhichhore, which took off on
a relatively slow note, has been
consistent with its box office per-
formance, resulting in Rs. 50
crore in five days, Rs. 75 crore in

nine days and now, predictably
Rs. 100 crore in 12 days. "Will
cross Rs. 100 cr mark on Day
12 [second Tue]," wrote Taran
Adarsh and added: "Super-
hit".Chhichhore was joined by
Ayushmann Khurrana's Dream
Girl and Akshaye Khanna's court-
room drama Section 375. In his
earlier box office reports for
Chhichhore, Mr Adarsh had reiter-
ated that Rs 100 crore is not too far
for the movie.

 What Zareen Khan Told The Director Who Asked
Her To 'Rehearse Kissing Scene' With Him

(News Agencies) Actress Zareen
Khan, who is gearing up for the release of
Punjabi film Daaka, recounted her brush
with the casting couch when she was rela-
tively new in the film industry. Speaking
to Pinkvilla, the 32-year-old actress, who
was launched by Salman Khan in Veer,
said that once a director asked her to 're-
hearse a kissing scene' with him so that
she could 'let go off her inhibitions.' "The
person was like, 'you have to let go off
your inhibitions, you have to let go off in-
hibitions' and at that time I was relatively
very new (in the film industry)," Zareen
told Pinkvilla. She added that when the
director asked her to 'rehearse the kiss-

ing scene' with him she told him, "What?
I am not doing any kissing scene as a
rehearsal."

Zareen Khan has earlier featured in
headlines for narrating stories of her
struggle with weight loss and dealing with
bullies and social media trolls, who've
body-shamed her on several occasions.
Recently, Zareen Khan was criticised for
posting a picture showing stretch marks
on her stomach. She shot back saying,
"For people who are very curious to know
about what's wrong with my stomach, this
is the natural stomach of a person who's
lost more than 50 Kg of weight. This is
how it looks when it is not photoshopped

or surgically corrected. I've always been
someone who believes in being real and
embraced my imperfections with
pride rather than covering it up."

Zareen Khan's reply was ap-
plauded by a section of the
Internet and actress
Anushka Sharma, who
also posted an ap-
preciation post for
Zareen, in which she
wrote, "Zareen, you
are beautiful and
brave and strong and
perfect just the way
you are."

'It was the scariest time of my life'
Holly Hagan reveals she was sexually assaulted, fat-shamed and had
food thrown at her by strangers after finding fame on Geordie Shore

(News Agencies) Holly
Hagan has spoken candidly
about the dark side of fame af-
ter becoming a household
name on Geordie Shore.

The reality star was just 18
years old when she made her
debut on the MTV party show
in 2011, and admitted she
wasn't prepared for the fierce
backlash she would receive.

Speaking candidly on BBC
Radio 1’s The Reality Tea
Podcast with Raj and Pilar,
Holly, now 27, revealed that
among many horrific experi-
ences, she was subjected to
assault from fans who would
grope her in nightclubs. Recall-
ing her experience of doing
nightclub appearances, Holly
explained: 'Being in the clubs
again opened me up to a lot of
trolling in person and a lot of
kind of sexual harassment. 'I
would go to club appearances
and people would think be-

cause I've been this person on
TV that they had the god given
right to just turn around and grab
my boob or try and put their
hand up my skirt.

'It was honestly probably
one of the most scariest times
of my life.'The reality star added
that she began to fear wearing
anything other than jeans and
long tops to the appearances
as it would 'put her at risk', and
recalled having to press herself
up against walls so that no one
would try and grope her from
behind.   As well as physical
abuse, Holly was also sub-
jected to cruel taunts that left
her suffering from panic attacks.

She admitted that she
would go out running her daily
errands and members of the
public would scream she was
a 'fat sl*g', or she would over-
hear people discussing her.

As Holly began to retreat
into herself and struggle with

crippling anxiety, she couldn't
even turn to her friends for sup-
port, as they too began to get
targeted by association.

Holly recalled: 'My friends
have had food thrown in their
faces on nights out because
they're with me... And that's
why I just stopped going out, I
stopped going anywhere.'

Reflecting on the experi-
ences she and her co-stars
had, she added: 'Me and
Sophie [Kasaei] for example,
were getting a lot of stick be-
cause we weren't seen as the
pretty ones.  'We weren't seen
as the skinny ones and we
were having much more of a
hard time then say Charlotte
[Crosby] or Vicky [Pattison]
were because they were size
eight and pretty.'The consistent
abuse also lead Holly on a dan-
gerous path of trying to achieve
'perfection' through multiple
cosmetic procedures.
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Iran’s Foreign Minister
Vows ‘All-Out War’ if
U.S. or Saudis Strike
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Eight Defendants Arrested for Distributing
Millions of Opioid Pills Imported from India

Defendants Allegedly Received and Repackaged Misbranded Drugs at a Warehouse in Queens

A complaint was unsealed
in federal court in Brooklyn
charging eight defendants,
Ezhil Sezhian Kamaldoss,
Harpreet Singh, Parthiban
Narayanasamy, Baljeet
Singh, Deepak
Manchanda, Gulab Gulab,

Mukul Chugh and Vikas M.
Verma with conspiring to
possess with intent to dis-
tribute a controlled sub-
stance containing
Tramadol, a synthetic
opioid.  The defendants
were arrested this morning,

and their initial appear-
ances are scheduled for
this afternoon before United
States Magistrate Judge
Lois Bloom. Richard P.
Donoghue, United States
Attorney for the Eastern
District of New York; Mark
McCormack, Special
Agent-in-Charge, Food and
Drug Administration, Office
of Criminal Investigations,
Metro Washington Field
Office (FDA-OCI); Todd A.
Wickerham, Special Agent-
in-Charge, Federal Bureau
of Investigation, Cincinnati
Field Office (FBI);  Philip R.
Bartlett, Inspector-in-
Charge, United States
Postal Inspection Service,
New York Division (USPIS);

John Eisert, Special Agent-
in-Charge, Homeland Se-
curity Investigations (HSI),
Baltimore Field Office; Pe-
ter C. Fitzhugh, Special
Agent-in-Charge, HSI, New
York Field Office; Troy
Miller, Director of Field Op-
erations, U.S. Customs
and Border Protection, New
York Field Office (CBP);
and Brian D. Boyle, Special
Agent-in-Charge, Drug En-
forcement Administration,
New England Field Office
(DEA), announced the
charges.

Since approxi-
mately January 2018, law
enforcement agents with
FDA-OCI,  USPIS, HSI,
CBP, DEA, FBI and other

agencies have been inves-
tigating the large-scale im-
portation of misbranded
controlled substances, in-
cluding Tramadol, into the
United States from India.
As part of the defendants’
scheme, distributors in In-
dia shipped misbranded
Tramadol and other drugs
to individuals and entities in
the United States through
the U.S. mail and other
commercial couriers.  The
defendants primarily oper-
ated out of a warehouse in
Queens where they re-
packaged the pills and
mailed them to customers
throughout the United
States.  The defendants
maintained daily ledgers

detailing the names, ad-
dresses, pill size and pill
amounts ordered by cus-
tomers.  During the course
of the investigation, the de-
fendants distributed mil-
lions of Tramadol pills.
Ezhil Sezhian Kamaldoss
is  a lso charged wi th
money laundering.     “As
alleged, the defendants
participated in a black
marke t  fo r  p resc r ip -
t i o n  m e d i c a t i o n s  b y
d is t r ibu t i n g  m i l l i o n s
o f  o p i o i d  p i l l s  i n
t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s
o f  t ransactions in one
y e a r  a l o ne,”  s ta ted
United States Attorney
Donoghue.  “

(Contd on page 20)

We meet criteria for preferential trade
status, India tells US ahead of PM Modi’s visit

(News Agencies) India on Thursday said that it
meets the criteria for the Generalised System of
Preferences and the US should take a call on re-
instating the trade concessions. New Delhi’s com-
ments came a day after 44 influential US lawmak-
ers called upon the Donald Trump administration
to reinstate India as a beneficiary of the scheme
of duty-free import for developing nations. “Gener-
alized System of Preferences is a unilateral deci-
sion, given by countries to other countries based
on certain criteria. We are a developing country,
we meet those criteria,” said foreign secretary
Vijay Gokhale in a press briefing before Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s US visit.

(Contd on page 21)

Top Politicians, IAS Officers Among
Madhya Pradesh Honeytrap Victims

While Cong & BJP Trade Charges

(News Agencies)  Bhopal: Top politicians and
IAS officers are among dozens of people who
may have fallen victim to a high-profile
honeytrap gang in Madhya Pradesh, police
sources told News18 on Thursday, as au-
thorities picked up five women and a man in
connection with the case.
The development has triggered a babel in the
state’s political circles, with both the ruling
Congress and the opposition BJP pointing fin-
gers at each other.A senior police officer from
Indore said that a municipal corporation offi-
cial approached authorities recently with the
complaint that a woman befriended him and
then shot videos and photographs of him in
“compromising positions”. Later, she and her
associates allegedly started blackmailing him,
demanding money.
Three women and a man were arrested from
Bhopal on Wednesday while two women were
picked up by police in Indore the same day in
a covert operation, said sources. One of the
accused was allegedly living in a house that
she had acquired on rent from a state BJP
leader.

(Contd on page 21)
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