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Jupiter like never seen before,
through the Webb telescope

Entire Story on Page 29

Six months of Putin’s war unravels
Russia’s superpower image
President Joe Biden said he would turn the ruble to “rubble.” In the Kremlin,
meanwhile, Putin and his closest advisers saw Ukraine as a nation divided with
incompetent leaders that would lack the will to fight.

Entire
Story on
Page 30

Why are South Korea and the US
carrying out massive joint military
drills around North Korea?
The South Korea-United States drills, called the
Ulchi Freedom Shield, are scheduled to run until
September 1. They are tri-service drills involving
thousands of troops as well as live-fire exercises

Entire
Story on
Page 32

Ambani, Adani, and how the Roys could lose NDTV
NDTV, Adani Ambani News: Adani Group has acquired 29.18% stake in NDTV,
and said it will launch an open offer to buy another 26% in the company. How
did the deal happen? Why does Adani want ownership of NDTV?
(SAI Bureau) Gautam Adani-led Adani Group, a
conglomerate with diverse business interests, on Tuesday
(August 23) acquired 29.18 per cent stake in the television
channel NDTV Ltd, and said it will launch an open offer as
required by the Securities and Exchange Board of India

(SEBI) to buy another 26 per cent in the company. The
Adani Group — which in May this year said it will acquire
49 per cent in digital news provider BloombergQuint — aims
to further boost its media investment with a television
channel under its umbrella.
(Contd. on page 30)

Entire
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Indian Expats In New York Set 2 World
Records To Mark 75 Years Of Independence
The two Guinness World Records were for the most number of different flags flown
simultaneously and the largest ensemble of the musical instrumentDamru

(SAI Bureau) New York: As part
of the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ celebrations in New
York, the Federation of Indian

Associations (FIA) set two
Guinness World Records for
the most number of different
flags flown simultaneously and

the largest ensemble of the
musical instrument Damru.
The Indian expatriates
attempted the records to
commemorate the completion
of 75 years of Indian
Independence, which was
earmarked as ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ - the celebration of
eternal freedom by Prime
Minister Narender Modi. FIA
president Kenny Desai said
that he salutes the vision and
efforts of PM Modi. He also
said FIA tried to do their bit
by attempting the records and
making their motherland shine

in their homeland. FIA
chairman Ankur Vaidya said
that these re c o r d s a r e
dedicated to the global
community and thanked the
community for their support
without which the feat
would not have been
possible. Mr Desai further
said that FIA has made
India proud and this
achievement is a tribute to
the unknown and unsung
heroes of the freedom
struggleFIA secretary and
event chair for the attempts
Pravin Bansal said that the

endeavour required massive
efforts and the whole team of
FIA volunteers had been
working day and night for the
past few months, especially
since the logistics were a big
challenge in itself. More than
1,500
volunteers
who
registered for the event turned
up early in the morning and the
prevalent atmosphere was of
patriotic fervour. ‘Azadi Ka
Amrut Mahotsav’ was a series
of events organised by the
central government to
commemorate the 75th
Anniversary of Independence.

Ryan Reynolds Praised A Small Restaurant
For Serving "Best Indian Food In Europe"
A chance meal by Ryan Reynolds impressed him so much that he decided to share and enthuse the food from the restaurant
(SAI Bureau) We all tend to
look for references while
picking out a restaurant to visit
or order food from. But when a
celebrity endorses one, it is a
big deal - both for the
consumer and the
restaurant. This small
Indian eatery in
Europe
was
pleasantly surprised
when Ryan Reynolds
gave a shout-out to
them on his Instagram
story and wrote that it
serves the "best Indian
food in Europe". What
can be better for the
business that is
promoted by a leading
Hollywood star like
Ryan
Reynolds
himself? What's even more
surprising is that the restaurant
is not even a swanky
establishment we would
expect top-rung celebrities to
visit.
Nestled in the small Cheshire
town of Ellesmere Port, Light
of Indian Balti House made to
the headlines and turned
popular overnight. A chance
meal from there by Ryan
Reynolds impressed him so
much that he decided to share
and enthuse the food from the
restaurant. The 'Deadpool' star

posted a picture of the flyer of
the restaurant and wrote "Best
Indian food in Europe" and went
on the highlight the restaurant's
website printed on the flyer.

and onion bhaji in the snacks
section. The main section also
offers butter chicken, rogan
josh and chicken vindaloo
among various other popular
Indian dishes, mostly non-veg.
According to the report in
LADbible, Shah Rahaman, who
contributes to the family-run
business, told the British
media house, "We didn't
actually know that he came
because my mum and dad

were working at the time, but
the next morning I woke up and
I follow Ryan Reynolds on
Instagram, so I looked at his
post and I was like 'eh, that's
our business? I ran into my
mum and dad saying 'did Ryan
Reynolds come into the
restaurant? They said 'who is
Ryan Reynolds?"
The report suggests that the
family did not realise when
Ryan Reynolds visited or

ordered from the restaurant,
but appreciate the social media
mention. Shah added, "We
want to reach out to him and
tell him to come down again
and sit in, we'll have a chat. We
might even dedicate a dish to him
- the Deadpool Masala."
We all know many small
restaurants that serve the best
food. We hope they too get their
share of fame and encouragement
like this restaurant did.

China relaxes visa ban on Indian
students after over two years
That is really a sweet gesture,
we say.
It is known that Reynolds had
been in the UK to watch his
National League football club
Wrexham AFC play. It is still
not revealed whether he ate at
the restaurant, had a takeaway
order or ordered food online
from there. While Reynolds
never revealed the meal he had,
the menu of the restaurant
surely looks impressive. It
comprises classic Indian
meals like chicken tikka,
tandoori chicken, seekh kebab

(SAI Bureau) China has decided to issue
visas for Indian students after keeping them
away for more than two years due to the
country’s tough COVID-19 restrictions.
According to official data, around 23,000
Indian students will be returning to China
for the first time since the pandemic started
in order to resume their studies. The
government has already submitted a list of
students who wanted to immediately return
to China and according to a PTI report, they
are likely to get preference once the visa
process restarts.Apart from student visas,
business visas will also be provided to
Indians along with their families. The process
will also include students who will be visiting
China for the first time due to studies.
"Warmest congrats to #Indian #students!
Your patience proves worthwhile. I can really

share your excitement & happiness.
Welcome back to #China!," Ji Rong,
Counsellor, Department of Asian Affairs,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, China tweeted with
a detailed announcement about the visa
process.China has relaxed its COVID-19
policies after a steady dip in daily cases,
with students from Pakistan, Russia and a
few other countries already returning to their
universities. With the process opening up for
more countries, Chinese authorities are looking
to slowly relax most of the restrictions. While
the visa process will start soon, India and China
are currently engaged in talks regarding the
resumption of direct flights. In the last two
years, air travel was completely stopped
between the two countries and in July, a
chartered flight carrying families of Indian
businessmen landed in China.
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Over 130 Indian-Americans At Key Posts In Biden Administration - A Record
In doing so Joe Biden has not only fulfilled his promise to the community that he had made as a
presidential candidate in 2020, but also shattered the record of his predecessor Donald Trump who had
appointed more than 80 and his previous boss Barack Obama, who appointed over 60 Indian-Americans
(SAI Bureau): US President Joe Biden has
appointed more than 130 Indian-Americans
to key positions in his administration so
far, the best representation from the
community that makes up around one
per cent of the American population.
In doing so he has not only fulfilled his
promise to the community that he had
made as a presidential candidate in
2020, but also shattered the record of
his predecessor Donald Trump who
had appointed more than 80 IndianAmericans and his previous boss
Barack Obama, who had appointed
over 60 Indian-Americans to key
positions during his eight years of
presidency. More than 40 IndianAmericans has been elected at various
state and federal levels including four
in the US House of Representatives.
Not to miss the more than 20 IndianAmericans leading top US companies.
While the first-ever presidential
appointment was done during the time
of Ronald Regan, this time Biden has
appointed Indian-Americans to almost all
departments and agencies of his
administration. "Indian-Americans have

been imbued with the sense of seva
(service) and this is reflected in their
enthusiasm to pursue
positions in public service
instead of the private sector,"
Silicon
Valley-based
entrepreneur, philanthropist
and venture capitalist MR
Rangaswami told Press Trust
of India. "The Biden
administration has now
appointed or nominated the
largest group to date and
needless to say we are proud
of our people and their
accomplishments for the
United States," Rangaswami
said. Rangaswami is founder
and head of Indiaspora, a US-based global
organization for Indian-origin leaders.
Indiaspora keeps a track of Indian-origin
leaders. Joe Biden, who has maintained
a close relationship with the community
since his Senator days, often jokes
around about his Indian relationship. He
made history in 2020 by selecting Indianorigin Kamala Harris as his running mate.
The list of Indian-Americans in the White

House as compiled by Indiaspora reflects Gupta is his drug czar. Last week when
that there would be only a few meetings India's Ambassador to the US, Taranjit
Singh Sandhu, hosted a reception at India
House on the occasion of Independence
Day, Indian-Americans from his
administration were representing almost
all major branches of the US government.
Young Vedant Patel is now the Deputy
Spokesperson at the Department of State,
while Garima Verma is the Digital Director
in the Office of the First Lady. Joe Biden
has also nominated several IndianAmericans to key ambassadorial
positions. According to the list prepared
by Indiaspora, more than 40 IndianAmericans have been elected to various
offices across the country. Four are in the
House of Representatives - Dr Ami Bera,
inside the White House or in Biden's Oval Ro Khanna, Raja Krishnamoorthi and
Office that would not have an Indian- Pramila Jayapal. This includes four
American presence.His speech writer is Mayors.Led by Indian-Americans Sunder
Vinay Reddy, while his main advisor on Pichai of Google and Satya Nadella of
COVID-19 is Dr Ashish Jha, his advisor Microsoft, there are over two dozen Indianon climate policy is Sonia Aggarwal, Americans heading US companies.
special assistant on criminal justice is Among others include Shantanu Narayen
Chiraag Bains, Kiran Ahuja heads the of Adobe, Vivek Lall of General Atomics,
Office of Personnel Management, Neera Punit Renjen of Deloitte, Raj
Tanden is his senior advisor, and Rahul Subramaniam of FedEx.

Friday, August 26 to September 01, 2022

INDIA - CURRENT AFFAIRS

4

UP municipal polls will be held by end of December:
State Election Commission's Special Officer
Uttar Pradesh’s Election Commission's Special Officer SK Singh said that the
municipal polls in the state will be held by the end of December

(News Agency) I n a
conversation with India Today,
Uttar Pradesh’s Election
Commission's Special Officer
SK Singh said that the
municipal polls will be held by
the end of December.
SK Singh said that the
notification can be issued
after November 15, but for

this, the government decides
when the notification will be
issued.
The
Election
Commission
sends
a
proposal to the government for
notification and then the
government issues the
notification.
However, no proposal has
b e e n s e n t b y t h e St a t e

Election Commission till now
because right now the
government is engaged in
expanding the limits of
municipal bodies along with
the formation of new Nagar
Panchayats and when the
government completes this
work, then after that the State
Election Commission will
prepare the voter list on that
basis which will take about
one and a half months.
St a t e
Election
Commission's Special Officer
SK Singh said that, the State
Election Commission will send
a proposal to the government
for notification only after
November 15. However, the
State Election Commission is
busy in the preparations for
the municipal election. It is

also collecting the list of
new Nagar Panchayats, so
that it takes less time to
prepare the voter list in the
coming time.
SK Singh further said that
the government also makes
the provision of reservation
and for that the list of
population of OBC, SC / ST
and general category is
made.In this, the ST
population is figured out first,
then it is seen how many
seats come in that area and
it is then evaluated and then
they are placed in ascending
order and the reservation is
then given to the top
populated in them. Similarly
there is a provision for
reservation of wards and then
the caste with more

population is reserved. To
implement the provision of
reservation, the rotation
process
has
to
be
followed.OSD Singh of the
State Election Commission
said that, if the ST cast is the
most populated in 25 nagar
p a n c h a yats, then it will be
reserved for ST and then in the
same way the second most
populated cast is then reserved.
The Uttar Pradesh government
had decided to form 18 new nagar
panchayats in the state, as well
as to expand the limits of 20
municipal bodies, due to the
municipal elections, for which a
proposal was proposed in the
cabinet meeting. The proposal
had been approved under the
chairmanship of chief minister
Yogi Adityanath.

Odisha CM urges PM Modi to add a default
provision in NREGASoft to avoid payment delays
Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik wrote a letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi
urging him to add a default provision in NREGASoft to avoid payment delays

(News Agency) Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik wrote
a letter to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
seeking the addition of a
default
provision
in
NREGASoft to prevent delay
in payment of wages to
workers under Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural
Employment
Guarantee
Scheme (MGNREGS).My
Government has taken a slew
of proactive measures to
ensure proper implementation
of the MGNREGS and has
ensured that the benefits of
the scheme reach the intended
beneficiaries. Odisha has
done well in ensuring almost

100% timely payments of
wages. This is a testimony of
the tremendous emphasis it
has attached to the mandates
of the Act,” Patnaik wrote in
the letter. The Odisha chief
minister further added, “The
Ministry of Rural Development
has been requested earlier for
addition of a default provision
in NREGASoft for drawal,
utilization & recoupment of
budgetary allocation towards
“State’s Revolving Fund” to
prevent delay in payment of
wages. However, the Ministry
is yet to take any action on
the aforesaid proposals of the
State Government. I would,
therefore, request you to
kindly
consider
my
Government’s proposal for
addition of a default provision
in NREGASoft.”
Patnaik also applauded
the Central government for
taking significant steps in
raising the Central budgetary
allocation towards MGNREGS
during the outbreak of
Pandemic Covid-19 which has
enabled the state government

to provide succor to the
vulnerable rural households
especially
the
migrant
families.“In order to ensure
timely payment of wages,

wherever there is a delay in
receipt of funds from the
Government of India towards
the payment of wage
liabilities,
the
state

government has created a
Revolving Fund for payment of
wages to the job card holder
within the stipulated time as a
contingent measure.

Police arrest 12 for running hookah bar illegally in Kanpur
The Kanpur police arrested 12 people on Sunday for
running hookah bars illegally in the city
(By Staff Reporter) K a n p u r
Police
continue
a
crackdown on hookah bars
in the city as they arrested
12 people for illegally
running hookah bars in
Swaroop Nagar area of the
western zone.The police
raided posh lounges of the
c i t y o n S u n d a y. O n t h e
information of hookah being
served in two restaurants,
ACP Swaroop Nagar Brij
Narayan Singh along with
the team of Swarup Nagar
police station raided the
premises. The police found
hookah bars running in
‘Online Café’ and ‘Flying
Saucer’
bars
and
restaurants. Hookah, their

flavor and other items were
also recovered from the
spot. In respect of the
above, charges have also
been registered at Swarup
Nagar police station.
Hookah is banned but is
being served in many
lounges in the city illegally.

This time, big action was
taken by arresting 12
people. According to ADCP
Brijesh Shrivastava, “Raids
were conducted at lounges
regarding serving hookah
illegally. Two FIRs have been
registered in the case. Action
is being taken accordingly.”
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Law considers women as weaker section of
society who need protection: Bombay HC
The Bombay High Court said that the law considers women as a class belonging to a weaker
section of society who need more protection while transferring a matrimonial case
(By Staff Reporter) While granting relief
to a woman who had sought transfer
of her matrimonial dispute from Pune
to Thane, Bombay High Court
observed that since the applicant is a
woman, “her inconvenience needs to
be given more priority because the law
considers women as a class belonging
to a weaker section of society who
need more protection.”
The bench of Justice SM Modak was
hearing two transfer applications - one
filed by the estranged husband and the
second filed by the wife. The couple
has been embroiled in a matrimonial
dispute with two separate applications
filed in the local courts at Pune and
Thane. The husband, a resident of

Pune, in his petition in the high court,
had sought for transfer of the
application filed in the Thane court to
the court in Pune while
the wife, a resident of Navi
Mumbai, sought transfer
of the Pune case to
Thane.
Advocate
Sangeeta Salvi, appearing
for the husband, said he
has custody of their two
minor children who are
being taken care of by his
mother, aunt and cousin
sister and hence he would
not be able to keep travelling to Thane.
Advocate Akshay Kapadia, appearing
for the wife, said that she was not

employed and hence would not be able was of the view that the husband had
to travel to Pune. The couple had been not given any other special grounds to
living separately since 2021.Justice say that the wife is having more
financial means to take her care and
also having all means of transport at
her disposal to attend the Pune Court
and so the request by the husband
cannot be accepted. The court added
that in the present case, the wife has
also come up to a certain extent with
a grievance that during cohabitation
with the husband, she was ill-treated
and hence she has apprehension to
visit the same city again. Salvi prayed
for stay of the order for a period of six
Modak observed that the husband had weeks. Kapadia opposed it but the
shown his bona fides to pay traveling court granted the stay for a period of
cost of the wife. However, the bench six weeks.

Farooq Abdullah says we will fight governments decision till end
and Kashmir. ''We are calling
leaders of National political
parties to discuss the issues
that are there in Jammu and
Kashmir. We had called for a
conference in 1983 and Advani
Ji from BJP had attended that
too. We had put forth our
points and issues in front of
them. We will not give up and
we will fight. We are doing
this for the people of Jammu
(By Staff Reporter) People's
Alliance of Gupkar Declaration
( PA G D ) c h a i r m a n F a r o o q
Abdullah had convened an allparty meet at his Srinagar
residence. The meeting was
called after the Election
Commission announced the
inclusion of outsiders living in
Jammu and Kashmir to have
voting rights. For the first time
ever, national political party
Shiv Sena was present during
the meet as well. Around
seven national and regional
parties including National
Conference, Congress, PDP,
CPI, CPI(M), ANC and Shiv
Sena leaders were present in
the meeting. Farooq Abdullah
said '' We had called for
today’s meeting as the
announcement was made by
the Election Commision about
inclusion of outsiders in the
voting list. The identity of
Kashmiris, Dogras, Sikhs etc
is under attack and if this
decision is taken it will make
sure that outsiders control the
assembly in Jammu and

Kashmir, and We don’t accept
this decision at all".
Farooq Abdullah said that
India took two hundred years
to get freedom from the British
and in the same manner we
will fight till the end. Whether
we are alive or not the people
will fight for their rights. He
also said that by bringing in
these laws, the people who
are outsiders here and have
come for work to Jammu and
Kashmir are being made soft
targets.
Mehbooba Mufti had called
Farooq Abdullah after the
announcement made by the
Election Commision and
asked him to convene an AllParty Meet. The same
meeting will be held later in
the Jammu region as well.
In the meeting it was also
decided that a meeting will be
called of all National Political
Parties as well. These
National parties would be
apprised of the situation in the
Union Territory as well as the
issues prevailing in Jammu

and Kashmir,'' said Farooq
Abdullah, NC.
Shiv Sena Leader who
attended the meeting for the
first time said that It is an
issue of the people of Jammu
and Kashmir and not any
political problem and if
situation demands Shiv Sena
will hold protests across India.
'' This is an issue of the people
of Jammu and Kashmir and

not any political problem, if
the situation demands Shiv
Sena will start protests all
across the country against the
centre's decision through
which they want to snatch the
rights of Jammu and Kashmir.
The prepaid phones from across
the country don't work here but
people from outside will be given
voting rights. '' said Shiv Sena
leader Manish Sahni.

Section 144 imposed, large gatherings
banned in Patna over teachers' protests
Section 144 of CrPC, which bans unlawful assembly armed
with deadly weapons, has been imposed in Patna’s Gandhi
Maidan, JP Golambar and the Dak bunglow roundabout
(By Staff Reporter) Prohibitory orders have been
imposed in three areas of Patna following
protests by hundreds of aspiring teachers. The
protests turned violent in
some areas, with the police
resorting to lathicharge and
the use of water cannons.
Section 144 of the Code Of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC),
which
bans
unlawful
assembly armed with deadly
weapons, has been imposed
at Patna’s Gandhi Maidan,
JP Golambar and the Dak
bunglow roundabout. Earlier
i n t h e d a y, a m a s s i v e
battalion of police forces were deployed to the
protest sites. CTET and BTET pass candidates
were among the protesters who were
demanding that the primary teachers'

recruitment notification be issued. The
protesting candidates said that they are
waiting for the recruitment to begin from
2019. For the last three
years, the government
has only been assuring
to start the process, the
protesters said.
One of the protesters
said that before the
formation of the new
RJD-JD(U) government,
Tejashwi Yadav used to
say that the process of
recruitment would start
in the first cabinet. But
nothing has happened so far. The BJP hit
out at the newly formed JD(U)-RJD
government over the protests and reports of
violence.
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Curious case of Kadaknath Mumbaikar who is
writing Saamana editorials in Sanjay Raut’s absence
The curiosity rose when Saamana’s readers saw the weekly column, usually written by
Sanjay Raut, with a different name – Kadaknath Mumbaikar

(SAI Bureau) As the Shiv Sena
leader and MP Sanjay Raut is
lodged in Arthur Road Jail after
he was remanded to judicial
custody by the PMLA court,
one question that has haunted
many after Raut’s arrest was

that who will write the fiery
editorials and weekly columns
in Shiv Sena mouthpiece,
Saamana, in his absence?The
curiosity got further extended
further when one of Saamana’s
readers saw the weekly

column, usually written by
Raut, with a different name
Kadaknath Mumbaikar! Many
were amused by the name as
it was totally unfamiliar.
When contacted, the Saamana
office refused to divulge any
details, saying that it was the
prerogative of editor Uddhav
Thackeray. However, sources
say that the name Kadaknath
Mumbaikar is a pen name used
for the weekly column.
Earlier, R a u t h a d r u n i n t o
trouble
after
the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) said that it would
inquire into the weekly
column published by Raut
w h i l e h e w a s i n c u s t o d y.

The development came
after- Rokthok - a weekly
column was published on
July 7, in Saamana, with
Sanjay Raut’s byline.
As per the ED sources,
Sanjay Raut does not have
permission
to
write
editorials or columns while
i n c u s t o d y. T h e c o l u m n
published with his byline
then had references to
Maharashtra governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari’s
recent statements and
incidents
after
his
a r r e s t . I n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n,
the
ED
sleuths
are
investigating
several
possible scenarios. Did

Raut write the column
himself or did he convey the
details to someone while
meeting him in custody or
was it written by Saamana
staffers under Raut’s name?
The Sunday’s byline of
‘Kadaknath Mumbaikar’ has
hence caught the eye of
m a n y. S a n j a y R a u t w a s
arrested by the Enforcement
Directorate on July 31 in
connection with the Patra
Chawl Scam. As per the
sources, Raut is also writing
a book while behind bars.
Every undertrial prisoner
lodged in the prison is given
writing materials like pen and
paper as per its manual.

In a message to China at UNSC, Indian envoy
says countries should respect territorial integrity

(SAI Bureau) In a clear
message to China at the United
Nations Security Council, India
called on countries to respect
territorial integrity and various
pacts that have been signed.
India's
Permanent
Representative to United
Nations Ruchira Kamboj said
that the "underlying principles
behind common security" is
"premised upon respect for the
sovereignty and territorial
integrity of all Member States"
and "any coercive or unilateral
action that seeks to change the
status quo by force is an affront
to common security."
Ties between India and China
have nosedived after the 2020
Galwan aggression by the
Chinese military in eastern
Ladakh. The aggression lead to
the death of 20 Indian soldiers,
and while China also suffered
casualties, only after much
delay it accepted casualty

called for not amassing troops Peace and Security' which was representative,
more
at the border.
the key signature event under transparent
and
more
The Indian envoy's address had Chinese presidency of the democratic and, therefore,
a message for Pakistan as well council.
more effective."
on the issue of terrorism A substantial focus of the UN and its key body UNSC are
mentioning that "common speech of the Indian envoy was seen as dysfunctional amid rise
security is also only feasible on the reforms of the UNSC. of other groupings like the G20,
when all countries stand She said,"a truly representative BRICS, SCO. The ambassador
together against common Security Council is the most said, "In my country, which now
threats such as terrorism and pressing need of the hour" represents more than 1/6th of
do not engage in double warning that there is a "real humanity, we believe that until
standards while preaching danger of the United Nations we reform, perform and
otherwise". The address was being superseded by other transform
multilateral
count of four. The Indian envoy made at a UNSC meet on plurilateral and multilateral governance structures, we
to UN explained "common "maintenance of International groupings which are more would be found wanting".
security is only possible when
countries respect each other's
sovereignty and territorial
integrity, as they would expect
their own sovereignty to be
respected." China has indulged
(SAI Bureau) A butcher allegedly kidnapped an Delhi Police. Meanwhile, on August 18, some
in military action at the Line of
8-year-old girl, while she was sleeping at her women were cutting grass in the Yamuna Khadar
Actual Control in the past,
area, when a
home in central Delhi
including the 2017 Doklam
dead
body
area, raped and
incident in which it tried to build
appeared in a
murdered her and then
a road on Bhutanese territory.
rotten alley on
threw her body in the
Ambassador Ruchira Khamboj
the banks of the
Yamuna River in Delhi.
pointed that "common security
Yamuna. They
The accused has been
is also possible only if
informed the
arrested
by
the
countries respect agreements
police,
who
police.According to the
signed with others, bilateral or
immediately
police, the girl's mother
multilateral, and do not take
rushed to the
informed the police
unilateral measures to nullify
about
her
spot and took
those very arrangements to
possession of
disappearance on
those they were party to".
August 3, the police registered an FIR at the body. “The post-mortem report of the girl
During the current Indo-China
Daryaganj police station on August 4. However, confirmed that before killing the girl, the accused
crisis, New Delhi has several
it was alleged that the police did not take the raped her and disfigured her face to hide the
times highlighted that it is due
action and therefore, the victim’s mother went identity of the victim. The police then registered
to Beijing not respecting the
to Delhi Women's Commission on August 17. a case under the POCSO Act and arrested
1996 and 1993 border pacts that
The women's commission sent a notice to the accused Rizwan,” said the police.

Delhi man rapes, kills 8-year-old girl,
dumps body in Yamuna; arrested
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Kejriwal wants Bharat Ratna for Sisodia; give him Nobel Prize, mocks BJP
BJP national general secretary BL Santhosh taunted Arvind Kejriwal about the 'give Bharat Ratna to Manish Sisodia' remark

(News Agency) Hours after AAP
supremo Arvind Kejriwal opined
that Manish Sisodia should be
accorded Bharat Ratna, BJP
national general secretary BL
Santhosh taunted the Delhi
Chief Minister. Mocking Arvind

Kejriwal's demand for the
felicitation of the highest civilian
award to Sisodia, Santhosh
said that the next demand could
be the Nobel Prize for Arvind
Kejriwal himself.Taking to
Twitter, BL Santhosh deemed

the AAP as anarchic and wrote,
"Padma Vibhushan ‘ for
Satyendra Jain ... Bharath
Ratna for Manish Sisodia ....
Next Noble Prize for himself .....
Great going anarchist party"
The tweet was subsequent to
Arvind Kejriwal praising his
education minister Sisodia and
urging the Prime Minister to hail
him for his education model in
the national capital.Earlier in
the day, Arvind Kejriwal said that
instead of noting the
contributions of Sisodia to the
education sphere of the national
capital, the BJP-led Centre has
been hounding him with CBI
raids and allegations pertaining
to the liquor policy scam."Does

BJP have any shame? The
person who should be given
Bharat Ratna. The person
(Manish Sisodia) who should
be handed over the education
system of the whole country.
The PM should call them and
understand the education
model, instead of getting CBI
raids on him. The whole society
is angry about this raid. Will
this benefit the country?" the
Delhi Chief Minister shared on
Twitter. Further, implying that
the CBI raids were futile,
coupled with the BJP's ulterior
motive to dismantle the AAPled regime in Delhi, CM Kejriwal
noted that the searches at
Sisodia's residence and

allegations came ahead of the
Gujarat polls.
Meanwhile, BJP's IT cell's head
Amit Malviya and national
spokesperson
Shehzad
Poonawalla accused the duoArvind Kejriwal and Manish
Sisodia- of jumping questions
over the liquor scam in their
'attempts to distract from the
loot'.
Subsequently,
Poonawalla posed a series of
questions to them, terming
them as 'unanswered'.
The scathing attack on the AAP
ministers came shortly after
Sisodia alleged the BJP of
offering to withdraw all
corruption charges against him
and to 'break' the AAP.

India's Indigenous aircraft carrier 'Vikrant' to be Commissioned into Navy on Sept 2
of over 40,000tons(which is
approximately 8 times the
weight of an average warship).
The floating airfield is 262 meters
long and 62 meters at its widest,
and the ship's flight deck is as
vast as two football fields. The
body of the ship or its hull has
enough steel to erect more than
three Eiffel towers, that’s about

(News Agency) Marking the
beginning of a new era in India's
Naval capabilities, the country's
first indigenous aircraft carrier
(IAC)
Vikrant
will
be
commissioned into the Navy as
INS Vikrant, on Friday,
September 2nd. The most
expensive piece of military
hardware in India's arsenal, the
Vikrant will be formally inducted
into the Indian Navy, at an event
at the Cochin Shipyard Limited,
the state-run shipyard in the
Southern state of Kerala, where
the vessel was built. Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
and senior officials from the
Armed Forces are expected to
be present at the event. The
commissioning of the Vikrant
marks a significant milestone
for India, as the country will
henceforth be able to defend its
7500-km-long coastline with
two operational aircraft carriers
- INS Vikramaditya (of Russian
origin) and the Indigenously
designed and built Vikrant.
However, the Vikrant would
require more than a year
following its commissioning to
be fully operational. Thus far,
the ship's crucial systems and
sub-systems have been tested

during multiple phases of sea
trials. However, in order for the
ship to be fully combat-ready,
there are several other
components such as radars,
weapons etc. to be integrated,
tested and proven. Similarly,
while various helicopters
operated by the Navy have
landed and taken off from the
deck of the Vikrant, the carrierbased fighter aircraft of the
Indian Navy, the Russian-origin
Mig 29K are yet to land on the
deck. The installation and
testing of restraining blocks
and arrestor wires that facilitate
the take-off and landing of the
aircraft are also to be carried
out in the coming months.
Why IAC Vikrant is a floating
fortress?
The Indian Navy has operated
aircraft carriers for more than
five decades, but, those were
all of foreign origin. Vikrant
brings to the end a long wait for
India's first indigenous aircraft
carrier. With nearly 76%
indigenous components and
parts, the Vikrant is a towering
symbol of India's shipbuilding
capabilities, and progress in
developing defence hardware.
Built at a cost of Rs.20,000cr,
the warship has a displacement

21,000 tons of steel, specially
developed by India’s Defence
Research
De v e l o p m e n t
Organization. Beneath the
flight deck, there are 2300
compartments of varying
sizes. This 18-storey tall
carrier is meant to be home
to 1,700 crew, and nearly 30
aircraft. This floating city is

powered by four LM-2500 Gas
turbines that produce 90MW of
Power for propulsion. All that
propulsion power helps the carrier
attain a top speed of 28knots
and a cruising speed of 18knots.
It carries enough fuel to cover
the entire 7500-km-long Indian
coast twice, without having to
think about refuelling.

Odisha
Odisha professor's
professor's wife
wife thrashes
thrashes him
him with
with
slipper
slipper on
on university
university campus,
campus, video
video goes
goes viral
viral
An assistant professor of Berhampur University was beaten up by
his wife by slippers inside the university campus on Saturday
(News Agency) A video of an assistant
professor of Berhampur University being
thrashed by a woman with slippers inside
the university campus went viral across
different social media platforms.The victim
has been identified as Anil
Kumar Tiriya, who works as
Assistant Professor of
English Department at
B e r h a m p u r U n i v e r s i t y.
I n c i d e n ta l l y, t h e w o m a n
seen thrashing him in the
video is his wife. The
incident occurred around
11.30 am on Saturday when
the assistant professor was
inside his chamber and his
wife reportedly barged into
the room all of a sudden
and closed it from inside.She then started
hurling abuses at him before taking her
slipper and started beating her husband.
The husband, during the incident, is seen
defending himself and turning around to
escape the beatings. The bashing
continued for a few minutes before Tiriya
snatched the footwear from her and threw
i t a w a y. H o w e v e r, s o m e o n e s t a r t e d

recording the entire incident from the
window of the room.On hearing the noise,
some staff of the varsity reached there and
urged the woman to open the door. When
the woman did not pay any heed to it, the

security personnel were called in to rescue
the assistant professor. Following repeated
requests from the faculty members, she
finally relented and opened the door.All
this while, the university staff had no clue
about the fact that the woman, who was
assaulting the assistant professor
physically, was his spouse. Later, they
managed to pacify the situation.
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AIIMS Bilaspur ties up with IIT Mandi for drone delivery of medicines
AIIMS Bilaspur has tied up with IIT Mandi for drone solutions such as delivery of medicines and collection of patient samples

(By Staff Reporter) The first All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS) of Himachal
Pradesh stands dauntingly tall
amid the folding mountains of
the Himalayas in the sleepy
town of Bilaspur. With an aim
to improve services on offer,
AIIMS Bilaspur has tied up with

IIT Mandi for delivery of
medicine and collection of
patient
samples
using
drones.“AIIMS Bilaspur is in a
remote location, so technology
will play a big role. We are doing
tele-consultation. We have a
helipad, so we will be operating
heli ambulances especially for

accident and trauma centres.
We have tied up with IIT Mandi
for the use of drones for
medicines or collection of
samples and we will see how
to expand on this further,”
AIIMS director Dr Vir Singh
Negi told India today.
According to the AIIMS
Director, the catchment is not
limited to Himachal Pradesh,
but also nearby Haryana and
Punjab and will cater to a
population of 1.5 crore to 2 crore
people of the three states.Built
on 100 hectares of land at a cost
of nearly Rs 1,500 crore, the
hospital will eventually expand
to become a 750 bedded
hospital with 15-20 super
specialty
departments
equipped with all modern

facilities. While the OPD has
been thrown open to the people,
work is going on war footing as
PM Modi is expected to
inaugurate the hospital early
next month. The hospital
already has 25 transport
ventilators from the PM CARES
fund.Any person coming for
treatment will only have to pay
Rs 10 in registration charges for
a lifetime and there are nominal
charges for treatment.AIIMS
Bilaspur is set up with the
objectives of correcting regional
imbalances in the availability of
affordable/reliable tertiary
healthcare services and also to
augment facilities for quality
medical education in the
country.A medical student,
Paramjit Kaur, who is from the

state said, “The hospital will
bring relief to lots of people.
Earlier, people had to go to
Shimla or PGI Chandigarh or
even Delhi. For now, IGMC in
Shimla and medical college are
the biggest medical facilities in
Himachal Pradesh."
PM Narendra Modi laid the
foundation stone of AIIMS and
the work started in June 2019.
This project is being developed
in three phases. Presently,
development is taking place in
phase -I. To further enhance
healthcare delivery, AIIMS
Bilaspur is likely to widen the
spectrum of services through
the expansion of various superspecialty departments in
subsequent phases to provide
affordable health care.

BJP MLA Raja Singh Arrested in Hyderabad Noida-based Man Provides Free Ambulance Services
Over Comments On Prophet Mohammed in 11 States After His Brother Died in Road Accident
(By Staff Reporter) Shattered by the death of
his younger brother due to the lack of
ambulance service on time, a Noidabased man has started a free ambulance
service in 11 states. Anil Singh, who has
saved thousands of lives in the last 12
years, said that his brother died after he
met with a road accident and failed to get
an ambulance on time. Anil, who has
saved thousands of lives in the last 12
years, believes that no one should die on
road due to the lack of basic healthcare
facilities on time. He runs an NGO named
Sadbhavna Seva Sansthan which is
operating more than 300 ambulances in
(SAI Bureau) Raja Singh, BJP
MLA from Goshamahal, was
arrested in Hyderabad on
Tuesday
for
alleged
derogatory comments against
Prophet Mohammed in a
video uploaded to social
media. The arrest came hours
after large-scale protests
erupted in the city in the early
hours of Tuesday over Singh’s
remarks.
Minor clashes were reported
from the Old City area of
Hyderabad and protests were
also held outside the office of
Hyderabad
Police
Commissioner CV Anand. In
a 10-minute-long video, the
legislator is also purportedly
seen slamming comedian
Munawar Faruqui who
performed in Hyderabad on
August 20. Singh had
accused Faruqui of insulting
Hindu gods and threatened to

disrupt the event. He was
taken into preventive custody
by the police before the show.
The Hyderabad Police have
booked the BJP MLA for
making derogatory comments
against the Prophet and
hurting religious sentiments
under Sections 295, 505 and
153A of the Indian Penal
Code.“We request everyone to
maintain law and order in the
c i t y. We a s s u r e that stern
action will be taken against
Raja Singh. We have received
multiple complaints against
him from various police
stations under the Hyderabad
Commissionerate," said DCP
South
Zone
P
Sai
Chaitanya.The incident comes
m o n t h s a f t e r t he BJP
suspended spokesperson
Nupur Sharma for making
similar derogatory statements
on a television debate.

11 states that provide services free of
cost. Narrating how his younger brother
Manoj Singh lost his life, he said, “My
brother’s life would have been saved if he
had received good treatment on time.
Manoj was lying on the road but no one
helped. So I want to help everyone. So
no one should die due to not getting
treatment and an ambulance at the right
time."Anil further said that his NGO runs
ambulances, especially in those places
where accidents are reported more often.
“Whenever people need help, they can
call us on 9540040099. Help will be
provided to them immediately," he said.

'Hindu sentiments hurt': Priest fumes
after Bihar minister refuses prasad
During his visit to the temple in Gaya, Bihar's IT minister
allegedly refused to offer prayers and accept the offerings too
(SAI Bureau) Bihar Information and Technology
Minister, Israel Mansoor,
who entered the garbh grah
of Vishnupad temple in
Gaya, did not offer his
prayers nor accept the
prasad (offerings), given to
him by the priests. It has
been said that the temple
is banned for non-Hindus,
implying that only people from the Hindu
religion are allowed to offer prayers to the deity
at the temple. Shambhulal Vitthal, president
of the Vishnupad Temple Management
Committee, while speaking exclusively to India
Today, said that the minister must have felt
fortunate after having visited the temple but
he had hurt the sentiments of the Hindu

community by not offering prayer or accepting
prasad."The minister did
not offer prayer nor did he
accept the prasad which
clearly shows that he had
some other intentions
while visiting the temple.
Nitish Kumar should act
against the minister and
sack him from the
cabinet", Shambhulal Vitthal demanded.Taking
to Twitter, Bihar CM Nitish Kumar shared,
"Today, in Gaya took stock of various places
of Pitrupaksha Mela area. Offering prayers at
Vishnupad temple prayed for happiness, peace
and prosperity of the state. Inspected Devghat
and inquired about the progress of the rubber
dam project."
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Unnatural death registered after Sonali Phogat
dies in Goa, autopsy to be conducted tomorrow
Sonali Phogat passed away on Tuesday, August 23, in Goa. Anjuna Police has registered a case of unnatural death
Earlier, her sister had alleged
a conspiracy as she said,
Sonali felt uneasy after eating
her food. Now, Anjuna Police
has registered a case of
unnatural death. On August 23,
at around 9 am, Sonali Phogat
was reportedly brought dead to
the hospital.
Preliminary inquiry has revealed
that Sonali Phogat had come
to Goa on August 22 and was
staying in a hotel in Anjuna.
(SAI Bureau) Sonali Phogat Early this morning, she started
breathed her last on August 23. feeling uneasy at the hotel,

after which she was rushed to
hospital where she was
declared brought dead.
Further statements of the
relevant witnesses are being
recorded and Anjuna Police
have written to the Department
of Forensic Medicine at Goa
Medical College for appointing
a panel of doctors to conduct a
postmortem examination.
According to reports, Sonali
Phogat's autopsy will be
conducted on Wednesday,
August 24. Further investigation

is in progress.
SONALI PHOGAT'S TV
JOURNEY
Sonali Phogat was last seen in
Bigg Boss 14. She entered as
a wildcard contestant, after
which she gained immense
popularity. Sonali also has a
daughter who was very close
to her. Sonal Phogat made
her acting debut with the TV
series Ek Maa Jo Laakhon
Ke Liye Bani Amma in 2016.
She then appeared in a
Haryanvi film, Chhoriyan

Chhoron S Kam Nahi Hoti.
She has been a part of
several Punjabi and Haryanvi
music videos. She was last
seen in a web series, The
St o r y O f B a d m a s h g a r h
(2019). Sonali was also very
popular on TikTok.In December
2016, she lost her husband,
Sanjay Phogat. Her husband
died at the age of 42 under
mysterious circumstances in
his farmhouse. She has a
daughter named Yashodhara
Phogat.

Delhi Deputy Chief Minister Sisodia May Be Arrested in 2-3 Days, Says Kejriwal
(News Agency) Delhi Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia,
facing a Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) probe over the
national capital’s excise policy for
2021-22, may be arrested in two
to three days, CM Arvind Kejriwal
said on Tuesday.Looking at the
enthusiasm of the youth in
Gujarat, it appears Sisodia may
be arrested in two to three days
instead of ten days he believed
earlier, said Kejriwal, who is on a
tour of the BJP-ruled state where
Assembly polls are due by the
year-end. He was speaking at a
townhall
programme
in
Bhavnagar.Sisodia, who was also
present at the event, said the
growing enthusiasm among the

people of Gujarat in supporting
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP ) in
Gujarat was the reason behind
the CBI action against him.
The deputy CM is
among 15 people and entities
named in an FIR registered by
the CBI in connection with
alleged irregularities in the
implementation of the Delhi
excise policy. The central agency
had raided Sisodia’s residence
last week in connection with its
case."Your energy that I saw,
some TV channel must be
running (this progrmme live) and
they’d be watching sitting there
(Delhi). I was hearing they were
going to arrest Manish Sisodia
in ten days, but now I believe

they are going to arrest him in
the next two to three days,"
Kejriwal said.The CM’s
statement came on a day when
official sources said in New Delhi
that the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has registered a money
laundering case to probe alleged
irregularities in the Delhi excise
policy allegedly involving Sisodia
and others.Sisodia (50), who
holds education and finance
among a host of other portfolios,
said his government in Delhi has
proved there was no shortage of
government jobs.It is just that
those in power are running a
racket of withholding jobs, he
said."Your fast growing
enthusiasm is slowly making the

After three decades, cinema returns to
Kashmir; first multiplex to open in September
(News Agency) After thirty long years, cinema
is returning to Kashmir valley. The first
multiplex is opening in Srinagar City to provide
entertainment to the youth of Kashmir. Cinema
halls in the valley were closed in the early 90s
after terrorism found its roots in the region.
Kashmir had around 15 cinema halls at the
time but all of them were forced closed by
terrorists decades ago.
The multiplex located in Srinagar's Shivpora
area will have three screens and a total seating
capacity of approximately 520 people. The
building is built as any multiplex but with a
touch of Kashmir in it. The owners have
incorporated Kashmiri traditional 'Khatamband'
ceiling and paper mache designs. Reportedly,
the multiplex will be thrown open for the public
in September. ''The idea came from my parents
and as a family, we decided it together. Our
family sat together, and we thought that no
one is talking about the entertainment option
for the youth, we started slowly sifting through

all the ideas and business prospects, and we
decided that cinema is something that has a
long relation with Kashmir and it's something
we should be bringing to the valley. It took us
about three to four years, from the planning
stage to reaching here. The auditorium will have
three screens with 520 seats." said Vikas
Dhar, owner of the multiplex. Kashmir had
dozens of cinema halls till early 1990, but with
the advent of terrorism, all cinema halls in the
valley were shut down. The government during
1999-2000 tried to re-open a few cinema halls
but subsequent terrorist attacks forced them
to close the cinema halls.
The Dhar family owned one of the oldest
cinema halls in the valley called 'Broadway'. It
was also opened for a brief period and later
shut forever. Security is one of the main
concerns for these cinema halls. However, the
owners of the multiplex stated that they have
no apprehensions as they are doing this for
the entertainment of the youth.

CBI tighten its grip around me.
The anger that you are going to
vent through your vote, the
enthusiasm that makes you sit
here is making the central
government sitting in Delhi
tighten its grip (over me)," he
said, speaking at the townhall on
education and employment
organised by the AAP.
Sisodia said he was in
Gujarat to tell people not to worry
about him as he is honest, and
urged the youth to keep up the
enthusiasm in run-up to the
polls.The AAP leader said when
he last visited Gujarat in April to
take stock of the condition of
government
schools
in
Bhavnagar, the hometown of
state Education Minister Jitu
Vaghani, he found them to be in
pathetic situation.The condition
of government schools is no
better in other parts of the BJPruled state, he claimed."We
have to change this picture," he
said, and talked about how the
Delhi government worked to
create employment for the youth.
“Today, unemployment is the
biggest problem facing the
country. People are sitting with

degrees but there are no jobs.
And where there are jobs, people
in the government are not ready
to provide those jobs," Sisodia
said.
He said the anger of the
Gujarat youth over the leak of
competitive exam papers shows
while there are jobs in Gujarat,
there was nobody to provide
them to those who need them.
“There was no dearth of jobs,"
said the deputy CM.Sisodia had
yesterday claimed he was
“offered the CM’s post" by the
BJP and closure of all cases if
he quit the AAP and joined the
saffron party.
The BJP, however, has
rejected Sisodia’s claims and
accused him of trying to deflect
attention from corruption charges
levelled against him.Sisodia and
Kejriwal are touring Gujarat for
the last two days.The CBI had
conducted raids on August 19
and covered the Delhi residence
of Sisodia, that of IAS officer and
former
Delhi
excise
commissioner Arava Gopi
Krishna and 19 other locations
across seven states and Union
Territories.
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Delhi HC: Muslim girls on attaining puberty can marry without parents' consent

(News Agency) A Muslim girl who
has attained puberty can marry
without the consent of her
parents
under
the
Mohammedan Law, the Delhi
High Court said. The girl can
also reside with her husband
even if she is underage, the
court added. The observation
was made by Justice Jasmeet
Singh during a recent hearing
of a plea filed by a couple, a
minor girl and a man. They were
seeking protection and also
wanted to ensure that nobody

separates them by force. Indiabased news agency IANS
reported that the couple got
married on March 11, which was
against the wishes of the girl's
parents. At the time of the
marriage, the man was 25 years
old and as per her family and
police, the girl was 15 years old
in March. However, as per the
Aadhaar card that was
produced before the court by her
counsel, she is over 19 years
old. In an order dated August
17, Justice Singh said, "It is

thus clear that as per
Mohammedan Law, the girl
who had attained the age of
puberty could marry without
consent of her parents and had
the right to reside with her
husband even when she was
less than 18 years of age and
thus otherwise (is a) minor
girl." The full copy of the order
was released on Monday
evening. The court also
referred to a verdict of the High
Court of Punjab and Haryana
at Chandigarh, stating as per
Article 195 from the book
'Principles of Mohammedan
Law by Sir Dinshah Fardunji
Mulla'.
The text stated that
every Mohamedan of sound
mind, who has attained
puberty, may enter into a
contract of marriage. The
petitioners have noted that
they were in love with each
other and married on March 11,
2022. The ceremony was

conducted in accordance with
Muslim rites and rituals by
Maulana Imtiyaz of Jokihat
Masjid, District Aauriya, Bihar.
But the parents of the girl were
opposing the marriage and they
have reportedly registered a
case under Section 363 IPC
(Punishment for kidnapping)
against the man. Section 376
IPC (Punishment for sexual
assault) and Section 6 POCSO
(Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences) Act have been
added later. Though initially, the
FIR was under Section 363 IPC.
The plea said that the girl was
regularly beaten by her parents
at home and the parent even
tried to forcibly marry her off to
someone else despite her love
affair. Later, after several due
processes, it was revealed that
the couple has had sexual
intercourse and as per the
directions of the Child Welfare
Committee, the child victim has
been kept at Nirmal Chhaya

Complex, Hari Nagar. The
couple is also expecting a child
together, the petitioner's
counsel stated that the woman
is pregnant. The court allowed
them to stay together and also
directed the authorities to
ensure their personal safety and
protection. It said, "Hence, the
petitioners being lawfully
wedded to each other cannot be
denied the company of each
other which is the essence of
the marriage. If the petitioners
are separated, it will only
c a u s e more trauma to the
petitioner no.1 and her unborn
child." "The aim of the state
here is to protect the best
interest of Petitioner no.1. If the
petitioner has wilfully consented
to the marriage and is happy,
the state is no one to enter private
space of the petitioner and
separate the couple. The doing of
the same will tantamount to
encroachment of personal
space by the state," it added.

Predator drone deal: India's $3 billion China relaxes visa ban on Indian
deal with US in advanced stage
students after over two years
(By Staff Reporter) A long-planned plan by India
to buy 30 multi-mission, armed Predator
drones from the United States for the three
services, at an estimated cost of more than $3
billion, is about to be finalised. People with
knowledge of the situation said on Sunday that
New Delhi is in the advanced stages of
negotiations with the US to purchase these
drones in order to ramp up its overall
surveillance apparatus
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) with China
and in the Indian Ocean.
The three services are
buying the long-endurance
hunter-killer
drones
because they can perform
a range of tasks, such as
maritime surveillance,
anti-submarine warfare,
over-the-horizon targeting,
and hitting stationary
ground targets.
The MQ-9B drone,
a variation of the MQ-9
"Reaper," is said to have fired a modified Hellfire
missile that killed Ayman al-Zawahiri, the
leader of al-Qaeda, in the centre of Kabul last
month. According to reliable defence
establishment sources, negotiations between
New Delhi and Washington for the governmentto-government purchase of drones made by US
defence major General Atomics are in progress.
These sources also refuted claims that the deal
is off the table. General Atomics Global
Corporation CEO Dr. Vivek Lall told PTI that
negotiations between the two governments are

far along in the acquisition programme. "We
understand that the MQ-9B acquisition
programme is at an advanced stage of
discussion between the US and Indian
governments," he said. "Any questions on those
discussions should be addressed specifically
to the respective governments. From a
company perspective, General Atomics is ready
to support India and values our longtime

relationship," Lall added. According to the
sources, the discussions are primarily aimed
at resolving concerns about the cost
component, the arsenal, and technology
sharing. The fourth two-plus-two foreign and
defence ministerial dialogue between India and
the US took place in Washington in April,
according to what is known. The procurement
proposal was discussed there. General Atomics
leased two MQ-9B Sea Guardian drones to the
Indian Navy in 2020 for a year of surveillance in
the Indian Ocean. After that, the lease's term
was extended.

(News Agency) China has decided
to issue visas for Indian students
after keeping them away for more
than two years due to the country’s
tough COVID-19 restrictions.
According to official data, around
23,000 Indian students will be
returning to China for the first time
since the pandemic started in order
to resume their studies. The
government has already submitted
a list of students who wanted to
immediately return to China and
according to a PTI report, they are
likely to get preference once the visa
process restarts.Apart from
student visas, business visas will
also be provided to Indians along
with their families. The process will
also include students who will be
visiting China for the first time due
to studies.
"Warmest
congrats to #Indian #students! Your
patience proves worthwhile. I can
really share your excitement &

happiness. Welcome back to
#China!," Ji Rong, Counsellor,
Department of AsianAffairs, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, China tweeted
with a detailed announcement about
the visa process.China has
relaxed its COVID-19 policies
after a steady dip in daily cases,
with students from Pakistan,
Russia and a few other
countries already returning to
their universities. With the
process opening up for more
countries, Chinese authorities
are looking to slowly relax most
of the restrictions. While the visa
process will start soon, India and
China are currently engaged in
talks regarding the resumption
of direct flights. In the last two
years, air travel was completely
stopped between the two
countries and in July, a chartered
flight carrying families of Indian
businessmen landed in China.
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India: 23 AIIMS in the country to be renamed after
freedom fighters, local heroes & monuments
(News Agency) In what comes as a
historic decision, the Government of
India under its latest proposal is
planning to rename the 23 All India
Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
across the country in honour of freedom
fighters, regional heroes, historical
events, notable monuments of the area,
or their distinct geographical identity.
Reportedly, the proposal has been
discussed among the high-ranking
officials of the Health Ministry. It is

currently in the final stages of receiving
approval. Once the proposal gets the
nod, all 23 AIIMS, situated in different
states of the country will be renamed.
Currently, the institutes have a
common, generic name, only
differentiated by their location. The
AIIMS hospitals have sent their
suggestions to the ministry as well. It
is believed that most of the institutes
actively participated in the process by
suggesting three-four names when

Farooq Abdullah says we will fight
governments decision till end

(SAI Bureau) P e o p l e ' s
Alliance
of
Gupkar
Declaration (PAGD) chairman
Farooq
Abdullah
had
convened an all-party meet at
his Srinagar residence. The
meeting was called after the
Election
Commission
announced the inclusion of
outsiders living in Jammu and
Kashmir to have voting rights.
For the first time ever, national
political party Shiv Sena was
present during the meet as
well. Around seven national
and regional parties including
National
Conference,
Congress, PDP, CPI, CPI(M),
ANC and Shiv Sena leaders
were present in the meeting.
Farooq Abdullah said '' We
had called for today’s meeting
as the announcement was
made by the Election
Commision about inclusion of
outsiders in the voting list.
The identity of Kashmiris,
Dogras, Sikhs etc is under
attack and if this decision is
taken it will make sure that
outsiders
control
the
assembly in Jammu and
K a s h m i r, a n d We d o n ’ t
accept this decision at all".
Farooq Abdullah said that
India took two hundred years
to get freedom from the

British and in the same
manner we will fight till the
end. Whether we are alive or
not the people will fight for
their rights. He also said that
by bringing in these laws, the
people who are outsiders here
and have come for work to
Jammu and Kashmir are being
made soft targets.
Mehbooba Mufti had called
Farooq Abdullah after the
announcement made by the
Election Commision and
asked him to convene an AllParty Meet. The same
meeting will be held later in
the Jammu region as well.
In the meeting it was also
decided that a meeting will be
called of all National Political
Parties as well. These
National parties would be
apprised of the situation in the
Union Territory as well as the
issues prevailing in Jammu
and Kashmir. ''We are calling
leaders of National political
parties to discuss the issues
that are there in Jammu and
Kashmir. We had called for a
conference in 1983 and Advani
Ji from BJP had attended that
too. We had put forth our
points and issues in front of
them. We will not give up and
we will fight.

asked by the Union health ministry. “The
majority of the 23 AIIMS has submitted
a list of names after the Union Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare sought
suggestions from them in this matter,’’
said an official related to the matter.
Over the years, AIIMS has become
the go-to choice of patients looking
to seek medical interventions. Even
overseas patients prefer the services of
AIIMS which is much cheaper and more
efficient than most private hospitals

around. Ever since the Narendra Modi
government came to power in 2014, it
has managed to get six new AIIMS
v i z . P a t n a , R a i p u r, B h o p a l ,
B h u b a n e s h w a r, J o d h p u r a n d
Rishikesh fully functional. Not only do
these institutes tend to the needy, but
they also provide educational facilities
to medical students. Reportedly,
MBBS classes are active in 12 institutes
that have been made operational in the
last seven years.

India, Philippines to hold maritime dialogue
(SAI Bureau) As India and
Philippines continue to
increase engagement in
security aspect, both sides
have agreed to "fast-track
preparations" for a bilateral
Maritime Dialogue. This was
among the key areas of focus
as both sides convened the
4th Philippines-India Strategic
Dialogue in Manila. The
Philippines sides was led by
Foreign Affairs Undersecretary
for Bilateral Relations and
ASEAN Affairs, Ma. Theresa
P. Lazaro while the Indian side
was led by secretary east in
Ministry of external affairs
Saurabh
K u m a r. T h e
development on maritime
dialogue is significant, in
terms of China worry for both
sides amid the Taiwan strait

crisis. The consensus to hold
Maritime dialogue comes even
as India-Philippines concluded
Brahmos deal earlier this year.
The Philippines release said
that the officials "discussed the
growing cooperation between
their countries on defense and
security, as well as in maritime
partnership.". The strategic
dialogue that took place last
week on 18th August and is the
first such face-to-face dialogue
since the last meet in Delhi in
2017.Other topics discussed in
the
meeting
included
counterterrorism, disaster risk
reduction and management,
transnational
crime,
intelligence exchange and
procurement of defense
e q u i p m e n t . I n i t i a l l y, t h e
Strategic Dialogue was known

as the Security Dialogue. The
renaming happened after the
inaugural meeting of the
Philippines-India
Joint
Commission on Bilateral
Cooperation on 15 March
2011.
Last week also saw the
13th Philippines-India Policy
Consultations, something
that began on an ad hoc basis
in 1994 and was later
institutionalized with the
signing of the Memorandum
of Understanding on Policy
C o n s u l ta t i o n Ta l k s i n
November 2000. The Ministry
of external affairs on the
release said both sides
agreed to work to "expand
engagement in other fields
such as space, development
cooperation and civil aviation

Galwan valley standoff casting a shadow
on India-China ties, says S Jaishankar
(SAI Bureau) Indian external affairs minister
S Jaishankar accused China of disregarding the
border pacts and said that the stand-off at the
Galwan Valley has been
extremely detrimental to the
relations between the two
nations. At an Indian
community event in Sao
Paulo in Brazil, Jaishankar
said that it is a tough time
for Indo-China relations but
added that “the relationship
cannot be a one-way
street”.“We
have
agreements with China
going back to the 1990s
which prohibits bringing mass troops in the
border area. They have disregarded that. You
know what happened in the Galwan valley. That
problem has not been resolved and that has
been clearly casting a shadow,” he was quoted
by ANI. “They are our neighbours. Everybody
wants to get along with their neighbour. In

personal life and country-wise as well. But
everybody wants to get along with on
reasonable terms. I must respect you. You
must respect me.”“So,
from our point of view, we
have been very clear that
we have to build the
relationship and there
has to be mutual
respect. Each one will
have their interests and
we need to be sensitive
to what the concerns are
for others for a
relationship to be built,”
he added.The standoff
has been continuing in the Galwan Valley
since May 2020 when the Chinese army
made headway in multiple areas in the
region. The situation got worse in June that
year when the armies from both countries
were involved in violent clashes resulting in
a number of casualties.
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a policy: When should
India resumes diplomatic Surrendering
you do it - and should you at all?
ties with Afghanistan
By Susmita Ghosh
Afghan has deleterious effects on the
The roller coaster ride in the domestic social fabric of India, as
diplomatic relation between India Hindu fundamentalism in India is
and Afghanistan witnessed another triggered by these external
"new beginning" on the occasion of developments.
the 76th Indian Independence Day. In the past year, the current
An Indian delegation resumed its Government in Delhi has been
operations at the Kabul embassy. criticized for not having an effective
This was the first such initiative since Afghan policy by the domestic
August 2021 when India snapped opposition. However, a section of
o f f i c i a l
analysts has
diplomatic
supported
However, India's interest in
ties
after Afghanistan is more than mere India's action
T a l i b a n Pakistan-centric but reflects its that for obvious
aspiration to be seen as a
forces seized
reasons Indian
regional
power
power and
side distanced
A f g h a n
itself
from
president Mr. Hamid Karzai left the officially acknowledging the Taliban
country.
Government. Keeping in view of its
Earlier an Indian team headed by poor record on human rights, it would
MEA's point person for Pakistan, have been a bad track record for India
Afghanistan, and Iran, i.e. JP Singh, to take the step of acknowledging the
visited Kabul. There they met the present rulers of Afghanistan at the
acting Foreign Minister Mawlawi Amir beginning. However, at the same time,
Khan Muttaki and other Taliban India tried to do a balancing act by
leadership. The embassy was extending humanitarian aid to the
reopened three weeks after the people of Afghanistan.
incident.
The situation was also made complex
According to Ministry of External by the initial influence of Pakistan
Affairs sources, the Indian technical which saw this as its major
team reached Kabul to closely achievement in foreign policies which
monitor and coordinate the efforts of eluded them for long years. After the
various stakeholders to implement initial jitters, Taliban leaders seemed
humanitarian assistance and has to have recognized the danger of
been deployed at the Indian playing second fiddle to Pakistan. On
Embassy there. They also said that numerous occasions, they have made
recently, another Indian team visited their intention to have good
Kabul
to
oversee
India's relationships with all its neighbors
humanitarian work in Afghanistan including India very clear. India, on
and met senior members of the the other hand, is trying to develop a
Taliban.
steady relationship with the Taliban.
Till the recent takeover by Taliban They are also trying to use the
forces, the current government in Chabahar land port in Iran to promote
India had viewed Karzai-led Afghan trade with Afghanistan bypassing
as its natural ally. India is interested Pakistani territory.
in retaining Afghanistan as a friendly India and Afghanistan acted as close
state from which it has the capacity allies in the past on numerous
to monitor Pakistan and cultivate occasions. Even with the tumultuous
assets to influence activities in recent past, it is mutually beneficial for
Pakistan. While India is keenly both countries if they come together
interested in cultivating a significant for collaboration across various
partnership with Afghanistan, sectors. India can maintain a
Pakistan is trying to deny India these successful and stable foreign
very opportunities. However, India's relationship with Afghanistan, while
interest in Afghan is more than mere the latter will benefit on economic and
Pakistan-centrist and reflects its political fronts on a global platform.
aspiration to be and to be seen as a The present development is a right
regional
power.
Islamic step in that direction and it is also the need
fundamentalism in Pakistan and of the hour, there is no doubt about it.

As the pandemic hit lives, the reconsider. “After you finish with the
economy, and livelihoods, 2021-22 minimum period of paying premiums, you
witnessed a sharp spike in insurance have the option to either surrender or stop
policies being surrendered ahead of their paying further premiums. Very often this is
maturity. Data show that more than 2.3 referred to as paid-up status, where you stop
crore life insurance policies were paying the premium and the benefits of your
surrendered during the year — more than policy reduce proportionately in line with the
three times the number of policies (69.78 reduced payment period, Vishal Dhawan,
lakh) surrendered in 2020-21.It is ironical founder, Plan Ahead Wealth Advisors,
that at a time when one is in desperate said.So,” he said, “if someone needs to
need of his/ her money, while surrendering control future cash flows, the individual must
a traditional policy (endowment or money explore the paid-up option. Many a time,
back), policyholders in the majority of paid-up options are not looked at by people,
cases end up
and they think
with
a There is no standard answer as to that they can
surrender value what a surrender value can be - it either continue or
that is even depends upon the kind of policy,
surrender.” If one
lower than the years of premium paid and term of is in need of
premiums paid.
money, one can
the policy
In case of
consider taking a
unit-linked plans, it may result in lower loan against the policy, if the requirement is
returns on the capital investment. It is, for a temporary period.
therefore, very important to understand the
In cases where one is looking to
pitfalls of surrendering, and to evaluate all surrender the policy to avoid risk of asset
options before you decide to do so.The class (volatility in equity markets) in case of
first thing that one needs to check is the Ulips, one has the option to move the money
surrender value. “Often, people don’t check from equity underlying fund to something
the surrender value, and assume that the that is debt-oriented. There are several
current value of the policy is what they will pitfalls, including losing the insurance
get if they surrender. It is only later that cover linked to the policy. The biggest
they realise that what they have received impact that premature surrendering
is much less than the current value. So has is on the return you get out of
one must check the surrender value before the policy, as surrender value is much
taking the decision,” said Surya Bhatia, l e s s t h a n w h a t y o u c a n g e t o n
founder, AM Unicorn Professional. Advisers maturity. There is no standard answer
say that policyholders must also evaluate as to what a surrender value can be
the reason for surrendering the policy, and — it depends upon the kind of policy
the various options they can explore with (traditional or unit linked), years of
insurance companies. Individuals must premium paid, and term of the policy.
look at the reason for surrender — whether Financial experts say that in case of moneythey need the money or they think they back, endowment, and whole life plans,
can’t make future premium payments — individuals suffer big losses on account of
and accordingly make their decision.
surrendering the policy and can lose around
If one is looking to surrender the policy 50 per cent of the premium paid.
because they believe they can’t pay future
premiums, the policyholder must
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Jaiveer Shergill “Severs All Ties” With Congress, Takes A Dig At Gandhis
Jaiveer Shergill, 39, was among the youngest spokespersons of the Congress. He had not been seen at the party’s media briefings for a while
Congress leader Jaiveer Shergill resigned
on Wednesday with sharp jabs at the
Gandhis in a letter that said the “vision
of the party’s decision-makers is no
longer in sync” with the aspirations of the
youth. All three Gandhis had denied him
a meeting for over a year, he told
reporters, adding that he had “severed all
ties” with the party.“The decision-making
of the Congress party is not in sync with
the ground reality anymore. I’ve been
seeking time from Rahul Gandhi, Sonia
Gandhi & Priyanka Gandhi Vadra for more
than a year, but we are not welcomed in
the office,” Jaiveer Shergill said. “In the

past eight years, I have not taken
anything from the Congress, only poured
into the party. Today when I’m being
pushed to bow down before people
because they’re close to the top
leadership - this isn’t acceptable to me,”
he was quoted as saying by news agency
ANI. Mr Shergill said sycophancy is
“eating the Congress like ‘termites’”. The
primary reason for his move, he said in a
resignation letter to Sonia Gandhi, was
that the ideology and the vision of the
current decision-makers of the Congress
is no longer in sync with the aspirations
of the youth and modern India.

“Furthermore, it pains me to say that
decision-making is no longer for the
interest of the public and the country.
Rather, it is influenced by the self-serving
interests of individuals indulging in
sycophancy and consistently ignoring on
ground reality. This is something I cannot
morally accept or continue to work with,”
Mr Shergill wrote. The 39-year-old lawyer
was among the youngest and most
prominent spokespersons of the
Congress. He had not been seen at the
party’s media briefings for a while. His
resignation is the third this month after
two veterans, Ghulam Nabi Azad and

Anand Sharma, quit party posts in their
home states. Both leaders are part of the
“G-23” or group of 23 rebels who wrote to
Sonia Gandhi in 2020 calling for an
overhaul of the organization along with
“full-time and visible leadership.”The
Congress has lost several leaders while
struggling with election defeats and an
organisational drift over the past few
years. An exodus started in 2020 with
the exit of Jyotiraditya Scindia, who is
now a Union Minister, and UP minister
Jitin Prasada. This year, former Union
Ministers Kapil Sibal, Ashwani Kumar
and RPN Singh quit the party.

What is tomato flu-and the enterovirus
that may be causing the outbreak
Tomato flu has been reported from at least four states — Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Haryana, and Odisha. What is this
condition, and why is it spreading now? Is there a treatment for tomato flu? How can it be prevented?
With cases of tomato flu reported from
at least four states — Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, Haryana, and Odisha — the
Union Health Ministry on Tuesday
(August 23) issued a set of guidelines
on prevention, testing, and treatment
of the infection. Attention was drawn
to the condition, which has been
intermittently reported from Kerala
earlier, after a correspondence was
published in the journal Lancet
R e s p i r a t o r y M e d i c i n e r e c e n t l y.
Researchers believe that it is a
different clinical presentation of handfoot-and mouth disease (HFMD)
caused by a group of enteroviruses
(viruses transmitted through the
intestine).
So, what is tomato flu?
To m a t o f l u o r t o m a t o f e v e r i s
characterised by fever, joint pain, and
red, tomato-like rashes usually seen
in children below the age of five years.
This is accompanied by other
symptoms of viral fevers such as
diarrhoea, dehydration, nausea and
vomiting, and fatigue.This was
thought to be an after effect of dengue
and chikungunya that is commonly
seen in Kerala. However, researchers
now believe that it is HFMD caused
by enteroviruses like Coxsackievirus
A-6 and A-16.“Tomato flu could be an
after-effect of chikungunya or dengue
fever in children rather than a viral
infection. It could also be a new
variant of the viral hand, foot, and
mouth disease, a common infectious
disease targeting mostly children
aged
1–5
years
and
immunocompromised adults,” the
recent correspondence in The Lancet
read. Dr Ekta Gupta, professor of

virology at the Institute of Liver and
Biliary Sciences, said, “HFMD is not
a new infection, we have read about
it in our textbooks. It is reported from
time to time across the country, but
it is not very common.”
Why is tomato flu infection
spreading now?
Dr Gupta said, “Perhaps there is
more attention on the infection
because more cases are being
reported this year — this could either
be because there actually are more
cases or because we are more vigilant
about viral infections and testing after
Covid-19.”
She explained that since the disease
is self-limiting, doctors do not usually
test for it. “There are so many viral
infections in children, but we cannot
— and there is no need to — test for
each and every one of it. However, we
are now seeing more and more viral
infections because testing for viral
infections has increased over the last
five years with virology labs being set
u p a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y. A n d t h e
pandemic has given a further push to
such surveillance,” Dr Gupta said.
While such surveillance is an
important tool to keep an eye out for
viruses in circulation in the
community, it is not needed for
individuals, Dr Gupta said. “For
example, HFMD can easily be
diagnosed by observing the
symptoms, especially the red
rashes.”
Another explanation for the infection
picking up now is the re-opening of
schools, said Dr Asawathyraj,
scientist at Institute of Advanced
Virology, who has been working with

the infection.
Which pathogen is causing it now?
And how is the clinical presentation
different?
According to Dr Asawathyraj, who
characterised the virus from Kerala
and has been studying the infection,
the current HFMD cases are mainly
caused by Coxsackievirus A-6 and A16.
Another
pathogen
—
Enterovirus71 — that also causes the
disease is not very prevalent now,
according to her.
This is good because the pathogen
was known to lead to severe
neurologic symptoms, including fatal
encephalitis (brain inflammation).
“In almost all cases, say 99.9%
cases, the disease is self-limiting.
But, in a small number of cases it
can lead to CNS (central nervous
system) complications,” said Dr
Asawathyraj.
She added that the disease this time
around
has
some
atypical
presentation as well. The red
“tomato” rashes were traditionally
restricted to the mouth (tongue,
gums, and inside of the cheek),
palms, and soles. However, now
doctors are also reporting rashes on
the buttocks, and a shedding of
nails.Asked whether the rashes can
be mistaken for monkeypox, for
which states are on alert after an
increased global spread, Dr
Asawathyraj said that the rashes can
be distinguished just by visual
inspection.
“The monkeypox rashes are more
deep rooted and the distribution is
also different,” she said.
Is there a treatment for tomato

flu?
There is no specific treatment or
vaccine available for the disease.
Those with the infection are treated
s y m p t o m a t i c a l l y,
such
as
prescription of paracetamol for fever.
How can tomato flu be prevented?
As it happens mainly in children, the
Centre’s advisory to states that was
issued on Tuesday focuses on
preventions in these age groups.
A s p e r t h e a d v i s o r y, a n y o n e
suspected to have the infection
should remain in isolation for five to
seven days after the onset of the
symptoms.
It states that children must be
educated about the infection and
asked not to hug or touch other
children with fever or rashes. The
children should be encouraged to
maintain hygiene, stop thumb or
finger sucking, and use a
handkerchief for a running nose, the
advisory states.
If a child develops symptoms, they
should be isolated, their utensils,
clothing, and bedding must be
regularly sanitised, they must be kept
hydrated, and the blisters must be
cleaned using warm water, according
to the advisory.
It also states that testing should be
conducted to take measures if there
is an outbreak. Any respiratory,
faecal, or cerebrospinal fluid samples
(in cases with encephalitis or
inflammation of the brain) have to be
collected within 48 hours of illness.
The biopsy of the lesions or skin
scraping samples does not have such
time limits.
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India Can Show The World The Right Path For Medical Pluralism

Diversity in any area or sector is
a characteristic that is not only
intrinsically fundamental to a
population but also has practical
necessities. Pluralistic form of
healthcare systems in India has
been one such example. India’s
health services system
comprises both modern and
traditional forms of medicine
(both codified and uncodified).
These services have been
healing people since centuries.
As India sits on a gold mine of

knowledge of several health
systems, the major challenge is
to back them up with gold
standard researched evidence
and integrate them into state
health services on a mass level.
Lack of pluralistic understanding
and research in medical health
systems in the country has
prevented us from showcasing
the world our potential and
capabilities in the field. However,
latest advancements in
technologies have opened up

several opportunities and
avenues for having a better
understanding of various health
systems to broaden and
enhance the public health
landscape of the country. It is
now time that we draw attention
towards bridging the gap
between different health
systems and place them on a
globally commercial level. We will
be better able to plan and put
into practise evidence-based
policies in the future if we
concentrate on developing our
grasp of potential epistemic
pluralism in a public health
context of dealing with
knowledge-related issues like
pandemics.The world has seen
even the strongest and the best
health structures crumbling
down on their knees in the last
two years. At the same time, we
saw that the pluralistic form of
medicine gained a new and
unique contextual importance.
People did look at alternative
medicines. A larger explanation

for this shift in public opinion can
be credited to the massive
promotion done by the Ministry
of AYUSH. People tried
traditional forms of medicine
such as Ayurveda, Unani, and
Siddha and later claimed that
they were effective in managing
the symptoms.This shows that
addressing the need of
sufficient epistemic pluralism,
especially in the context of
public health threats, is
important. However, in the
case of Ind i a , t h e r e i s a
problem of research backing
for alternate forms of
medicine. Consumption of
giloy, which has been used
for millennia as a powder or
tablet, has exponentially
increased during the past two
years. According to a research
paper published in the Journal
of Clinical and Experimental
Hepatology last year, Indians’
careless consumption of giloy
during the pandemic was causing
liver damage. For us to have

robust and integrated health
systems, it is crucial that the
Ministry of AYUSH modifies its
policies, prioritises research, and
makes traditional medicine
evidence-based.
WHY
DO
WE
NEED
DISCUSSIONS AROUND
MEDICAL PLURALISM
Medical pluralism does not
only have an instrumental but
also an intrinsic value for what
it is in the end. There are four
reasons as to why we need to
have more growing and
engaging discussions around
the idea of pluralistic
approaches towards medicine.
They are: Revisiting the role of
traditional medicine in national
public health goals, preventing
threat
of
commercial
exploitation of indigenous
knowledge, changing disease
burden and search for therapies
for care and addressing the
shortages of human resources
in rural areas.
(Contd. on page 29)

India Must Create Highly Skilled Workforce for Fast-Paced Sustainable Growth
Indian skilled workforce can easily be
divided into three categories – primary,
secondary and tertiary. Primary skilled
workforce consists of those who are
matriculates, school drop outs or even
illiterates but work as barbers, cooks,
mansions, carpenters or plumbers,
thanks to the experience they have
gained by virtue of hard work. Secondary
skilled workforce mainly comprises
youths who have some degrees or
certificates but without any certified
exposure or experience in sync with
their skills. The last category is certainly
those who have higher education
degrees, skills, ability to articulate or
visualise and execute or achieve work
targets at a level which leads to the
creation of assets or capital.
Still, we are not in a cheerful situation.
An estimate suggests that India added
4.5 lakh employees to the tech workforce
during 2021-22 fiscal. A report by
Nasscom-Zinnov says that India will face
a shortage of 14-19 lakh tech
professionals by 2026. As compared to
the current 46 lakh tech workforce in the
country, India needs 52 lakh tech
professionals. By 2026, as per the
report, India is estimated to have 75-78
lakh tech professionals. However, the
requirement is being pegged at 93-96
lakh techies, reflecting a gap of 14-19
lakh tech workforce. CII’s ‘Decoding Job
Report 2022’ talks of comprehensive
collaboration between industry and
academia. Educational institutes lack in

providing industry-relevant skills to
students.It is a proven fact that our youth
carrying degrees of higher education are
not well skilled. Quite often, we also read
in newspapers how post-graduates,
graduates and research scholars apply
for clerical government jobs. I can recall
the days when qualified people used to
apply for the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MNREGA) cards presuming that they
will get them some fixed amount every
month from the government without any
work. There is an important takeaway
from this, which is relevant even today,
and an important issue to ponder over.
It is the employability of our youths who
are armed with degrees conferred upon
them by higher education institutions

(HEIs) but they are not equipped with
employable skills.
I am not questioning either their abilities
or the quality of education imparted to
them by their alma maters. However, as
an expert and an employer, I wonder if
they will ever get a job on the basis of
their degrees. Some of them will do
some professional or add-on courses to
acquire some employable skills. For
example, B. Com students will upgrade
their accounting knowledge to get some
jobs. Similarly, students of Pure
Sciences or those who have done liberal
studies will do B. Ed so that they
become teachers if they do not get
government jobs. It is here that we are
seriously erred. It is nowhere written or
proven that students of Humanities

cannot become a skilled workforce.
We’ve wrongly presumed that skills are
not meant for all. Let me disagree. Today
skills are needed by all. The Union
Ministry of Education recently released
the National Institution Ranking
Framework-2022 (NIRF-22). Union
Minister of Education, Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship Dharmendra
Pradhan was quoted saying in an official
note that “a robust and objective
framework for assessment, accreditation
and ranking will play a major role in
enhancing quality in the higher
education ecosystem …We are moving
towards creating a knowledge-based
economy which is innovation-led and
technology-driven. Our higher
educational institutions have to play a
key role in making India a leading global
innovation and digital economy and
making quality education affordable and
accessible for the bottom of the pyramid
population.”
Five broad categories of parameters
identified in the NIRF are teaching,
learning and resources; research and
professional practice; graduation
outcomes; outreach and inclusivity, and
perception. Skills or entrepreneurial
skills are not a parameter.
Indian Institute of Technology Madras
retained its first position in ‘Overall
Category’ for the fourth consecutive year
and in ‘Engineering’ for the seventh
consecutive year.
(Contd. on page 29)
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Out But Not Over: Why Donald Trump Remains the Strongest Republican in America

Remember the November of
2016? The world saw a tectonic
shift. In the United States of
America, a man who had been
outcast as a fringe element by
mainstream media had suddenly
become
the
President.
Effectively, Trump became the
world’s most powerful man — all
from being a radical conservative
who American pollsters,
mainstream
media
and
Democrats’ liberal ecosystem
had declared a non-starter as
President. Donald Trump against
Hillary Clinton? Conventional
wisdom suggested Clinton —
endorsed by Barack Obama
would seamlessly make it to the
Oval Office. Instead, she suffered
a defeat that turned her into an

irrelevant politician.
Four eventful years of Donald
Trump’s presidency passed. Life
for liberals was nightmarish.
Media
sympathetic
to
Democrats and liberals — which,
by the way, makes up a major
portion of American media —
became a cult where rants
against Trump became the new
normal. Then came November
2020. Joe Biden won the
presidential election. Trump
refused to concede defeat. His
obstinacy to yield led to the
assault on the US Capitol on
January 6, for which the 45th
President faces investigations.
The charge against him? That
Trump planned an ‘insurrection’
to ensure his continuation as

President.That was the last
straw. Ever since, the narrative
of Trump that has reigned
supreme in the United States is
that of a maniac who behaved like
an annoyed child when he did not
get what he wanted — in his
case, the presidency. Trump —
his opponents and many from
within the Republican Party
argued — was a lost cause. A
once popular leader who had
simply lost his mind and
attempted an assault on the seat
of American democracy. For
many, Trump seemed like a thing
of the past—a man whose
political career could never be
salvaged.
Such commentators now have
egg on their face. Donald Trump,
as it turns out, is still the tallest
Republican leader in the United
States, and by far among the
most influential of politicians in
the country. Call it a cult, a fan
base, a congregation of
sycophants — the fact is,
Donald Trump has a mass appeal
that stretches even outside the
borders of the United States of
America. In India too, the man
has a crazy fan following.Trump’s
hold on American politics, more
so his grip on the Republican
party, never really lessened.
What did happen though is that

his detractors got more vocal and
were readily turned into heroes
by liberal media for standing up
to a ‘despot’ and calling him out.
Now, Trump’s detractors from
within the Republican party are
falling like pawns on a
chessboard.
Rep. Liz Cheney (R-Wyo.),
Trump’s staunchest Republican
opponent in Congress, lost her
primary race on Tuesday in a
landslide to Harriet Hageman —
who was endorsed by the former
President. GOP voters are
turning out in record numbers to
make Trump-backed candidates
win the primaries. If the
Republicans do manage to take
control of Congress this
November, it goes without saying
that Donald Trump will assume
centre stage in the GOP once
again. Already, his grip on the
party is strengthening with each
candidate from his camp that
wins the primary. Interestingly,
many of the losing candidates
pleaded
for
Trump’s
endorsement too. That tells you
how important the man’s stamp
of approval on potential
Republican Congressmen and
Senators has become.Liz
Cheney’s humiliating defeat in
the GOP primary marked the
fourth and final loss for a House

Republican who voted to impeach
Trump last year. Out of the 10
Republicans who cast their votes
in favour of impeaching Trump,
eight are not going to enter the
Congress again. Only two such
Republicans have slim chances
of making it back to the Capitol.
Meanwhile, according to a new
Morning Consult/Politico survey
conducted after the Federal
Bureau of Investigation’s raid on
Trump’s Mar-a-Lago residence,
58% of Republican voters said
they would support Trump if the
2024 Republican presidential
primary were today, the highest
on record since his 2020 loss.
Support for Ron DeSantis — who
by many is viewed as the next
Republican
presidential
candidate, has slumped to 16%
among the party’s supporters. It
is, therefore, no surprise that
once a Trump-hawk, DeSantis is
now rushing to the former
President’s
support,
sympathising with him and
voicing concerns against Biden’s
supposed political witch hunt of
Republicans. Here’s some more
data that points to Trump’s
escalating popularity in the
United States: A record-high 71%
of GOP voters say that Trump
should run for President in 2024.
(Contd. on page 29)

India as a foreign policy leader and balancer
India's proximity to the West and its ties with other powers gives it a foreign policy advantage
A critical assessment of India’s foreign
policy during 1947–2022 should begin with
the changing perceptions of this nation,
internally and internationally. A young state
with an uninterrupted 5,000-year-old
civilisation, India began its political journey
with ideals of equity stemming from its
unique freedom struggle led by Mahatma
Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru’s insistence
that the country’s independence would be
incomplete without the liberation of Asia
and Africa. The journey was also marked
by the pain of Partition and the trauma of
the war with Pakistan over Jammu and
Kashmir. From an economy that faced the
challenge of feeding its population until the
1960s, India has emerged as the fifth
largest economy.
India’s ties with countries across regions
— in the South Pacific, through Southeast
and South Asia, in other parts of Asia,
Europe, the Indian Ocean region, Africa,
North America and Latin America — show
it to be an aspiring, as well as a major
player on the world stage. A leading
member of the UN, an oft-invitee to the
G7, a founding member of the BRICS, and
a pivotal part of the G20 now ready to take
over as its chair, India has become a major

stakeholder in the comity of nations.
National interest drives foreign policy, but
more is at stake here: It is realpolitik plus.
The policy is anchored in a nuanced
balancing of interests and values. National
security remains the key driver. In addition
to it is the belief that external relationships
accelerate the country’s economic
progress. Other motivations include the
desire to enhance the nation’s standing
externally and the impulse to do good for
the world — India did not hesitate to share
Covid medicines and vaccines with over
90 countries within a month of their
launch.
In the past, South Block accorded the
highest priority to India’s immediate
neighbours, given the history of conflicts
with Pakistan and China, the liberation of
Bangladesh and the military interventions
in Sri Lanka and Maldives. In the postCold War period, India has moved more
time and resources to careful nurturing of
relations with the major powers — the US,
EU, especially France and Germany, the
UK, Japan, Russia and China. Though the
doors of permanent membership of the UN
Security Council remain shut, India’s
enhanced GDP and its IT prowess have

positioned it in parallel with the apex group
of leaders. At the height of the Non-Aligned
Movement and G77, India was the leader
of the “have-nots”. By enjoying proximity
with the West and demonstrating the
capability to cooperate and communicate
with the “other” side — Russia, the timetested partner, and China, the principal
adversary but also a consequential
neighbour — India now acts as a balancer
and leader. The neighbours have not been
ignored. Equations with Bhutan,
Bangladesh and Maldives are excellent.
The tide that ran against India in its ties
with Afghanistan, Nepal and Sri Lanka in
recent years seems to have turned since
the Covid-19 pandemic. A fine balancing
act between the military government and
its opponents in Myanmar is underway.
More needs to be achieved in regional
cooperation and integration. Having
concluded that SAARC’s shelf life is over,
New Delhi accords priority to BIMSTEC,
but this train runs too slow.The Indo-Pacific
has emerged as a principal theatre for
Indian diplomacy. The increased
emphasis on cooperation with Japan,
Australia and the US has turned the Quad
into a strong forum. The combined impact

of formations such as AUKUS (Australia,
the UK and US), the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework, Partners in the
Blue Pacific and India’s continuing focus
on ASEAN, despite the setback of its exit
from RCEP, is a determined pushback to
China. Across the Western shores,
prospects have improved with the
establishment of I2U2 (India, Israel, U.S.
UAE) — this became possible due to the
progress in India-UAE, India-Israel and
UAE-Israel relations. The Indian Ocean
region is witnessing an active US-China
contestation and China-India competition.
Positioning Africa’s eastern and southern
flanks as a part of the Indo-Pacific could
enable India to craft a series of initiatives
to strengthen cooperation in maritime
activity, economic development, and the
blue economy.Among the 14 prime
ministers, five have left a strong imprint
on foreign policy: Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira
Gandhi, Narasimha Rao, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and Narendra Modi. The Ministry
of External Affairs has become a more
professional machine. Foreign policy
making is aided by academia, think tanks,
civil society and media more than ever
before.
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Swiggy’s moonlighting policy that allows
staff to take up gigs beyond regular job
Swiggy has announced a new "moonlighting" policy for its delivery personnel, which allows its employees to take up gigs or
projects outside of their regular employment at the company. A look at the policy, and why more people are taking it up

Food delivery start-up Swiggy
recently announced an “industryfirst” policy of allowing its
employees to take up gigs or
projects outside of their regular
employment at the company,
during the hours away from work.
Swiggy calls these new norms
the “moonlighting” policy.
What is moonlighting?
Moonlighting is the act of working
at an extra job beyond regular
working hours, usually without
the knowledge of the employer.
Since the side job was mostly

at nighttime or on weekends, it
was referred to as moonlighting.
The term gained popularity when
workers in the US started
seeking a second job beyond
their regular 9-to-5 work for
additional income.
Moonlighting as an issue has
been controversial, and
seemingly commenting on the
new Swiggy policy, Wipro
chairman Rishad Premji tweeted
on August 22, “There is a lot of
chatter
about
people
moonlighting in the tech industry.

This is cheating – plain and
simple.”
What
is
Swiggy’s
moonlighting policy?
In a blog post on August 3,
Swiggy said that along with a fulltime job at Swiggy, employees
will be allowed to pick up
additional projects outside work
and the company will support
them. For this purpose, the gigs
or temporary work will be
categorised.
“The projects have been divided
into two buckets A & B. List A
projects are highly-sensitive,
leveraging professional knowhow. List B are projects that fall
under the space of interests and
hobbies, that are nonprofessional in nature,” said
Yamini Koganti in the blog, an
HR professional who helped
develop the policy at Swiggy.
According to the policy, projects
that are picked up for economic
consideration and/or fall under
List A will need to be declared
by the employee, and they can

be taken up only if they are
approved by Swiggy.
“Any project or activity that is
taken up outside office hours or
on the weekend, without affecting
productivity, and does not have
a conflict of interest, can be
picked up by the employees.
The employee will have to
declare a few necessary details
so that the team can greenlight
the project,” she said. For
example, an employee involved
in Data Science at Swiggy said
she will work on an outside
project on enabling a smart
spaces platform based on
Internet
of
Things
intelligence.Explaining the
reasoning behind the policy,
Koganti said, “I remember Dale
Vaz (CTO, Swiggy) telling me
how moonlighting projects have
existed for long and that it’s time
we embrace and enable them to
make it a win-win. The next step
will be to see if this will enable
productivity and creativity for our
employees”.Why do people

moonlight, and is it legal?
The main reason for going above
and beyond an existing job is
earning
more
money.
Additionally, working in a different
role can allow a person to develop
new skills, explore related
domains and connect with more
people.
But employers are suspicious of
this practice often because it can
mean that a worker may not give
their organisation the time it
needs, and not give any extra
time to either organisation.
Holidays and time-off are also
meant to rest a worker and
improve their efficiency, but
taking on another job could
make this difficult.In India, private
companies usually do not allow
holding multiple jobs. Shops and
Establishment Acts of various
states
restrict
double
employment as well but vary in
application especially when it
comes to highly-specialised
industries.
(Contd. on page 28)

Debate on revdi culture highlights bitterness between Centre and states
Centre’s stranglehold over states is leading to a breakdown of trust between the two
One may call it much ado about a candy
that half the country hasn’t even heard
about, but the acrimony about “revdi
culture” has only helped rev up the
debate on the existential crisis looming
over the cooperative federalism
envisaged by our founding fathers. The
Supreme Court should, in all its
earnestness, turn its attention to the
plaque of opaqueness that has
accumulated over Centre-state relations
instead of so-called freebies. It’s time
the country and its opinion makers
understood the Centre’s stranglehold
over states on almost all fronts, which
is leading to a breakdown of trust
between the two “partners”.
The framers of our Constitution were
aware of the apprehensions raised when
India embraced a federal structure with
strong unitary features. But they would
have never dreamt of a situation where
trumpeting unilateralism is hailed as
some kind of a good governance
model.It’s interesting to recall how
Jawaharlal Nehru defended the unitary
slant of our polity. “It would be injurious
to the interests of the country to provide
for a weak central authority which would
be incapable of ensuring peace, of

coordinating vital matters of common
concern and of speaking effectively for
the whole country in the international
sphere.” But B R Ambedkar assured the
Constituent Assembly: “The Constitution
is a federal Constitution…The Union is
not a league of states…nor are the
states the agencies of the Union,
deriving powers from it. Both the Union
and the states are created by the
Constitution, both derive their respective
authority from the Constitution.”
I will restrict this article to fiscal
federalism since “revdi culture” is the

focal point of the debate although the
process of centralisation is now allpervasive. Over the years, the very nature
of fiscal transfer has become thoroughly
centralised. For a long time, the Planning
Commission and Finance Commission
were the cardinal pillars of Centre-state
relations on the fiscal front. But the
ushering in of the Goods and Services
Tax (GST), the scrapping of the Planning
Commission and non-adherence to
Finance Commission recommendations
have led to an asymmetrical framework.
The GST that was once hailed as a

milestone for cooperative federalism is
now touted as a manifestation of the
growing dependence of the states on the
Centre. When the Planning Commission
was disbanded to make way for the Niti
Aayog, all the powers of allocation of
resources to states were passed on to
the Ministry of Finance. Consequently,
even the pretence of an objective
allocation of resources to states has
disappeared, and all decisions were
rendered ad-hoc. Under the Planning
Commission, the Gadgil formula was
used to allocate funds to states.
However, after 2015, transfers to states
are determined based not on any formula
but
purely
political
exigencies.Consequently, the federal
foundations of the Indian polity were also
enormously weakened. The National
Development Council (NDC), where the
prime minister used to regularly meet the
chief ministers, has long been abolished.
Instead, CMs were made members of the
governing council of the Niti Aayog. This was
neither a substitute for the discussions
between the planning bodies of state
governments and the Planning
Commission, nor the discussions in the
NDC. (Contd on page 28)
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‘We need peace’: On Ukraine's Independence Day, Pope
appeals for peace; warns of potential 'nuclear disaster'
August 24 is the day when Ukraine marks its
independence from Soviet rule in 1991, but this
year it coincides with six months of the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine war. On the same day, Pope
Francis renewed calls for peace "for the beloved
Ukrainian people". He also warned of a potential
"nuclear disaster" at Zaporizhzhia nuclear power
plant in southern Ukraine. At the beginning of his
address, Pope said, ''I renew my invitation to implore
the Lord for peace for the beloved Ukrainian people,
who have been suffering the horror of war for six
months." He further added, "I hope that concrete
steps will be taken to bring an end to the war and
to avert the risk of a nuclear disaster at
Zaporizhzhia." Of Late, the Russian-occupied
Zaporizhzhia plant has been at the centre of the

Russia-Ukraine war as both sides have accused
each other of firing at the facility. The recent claims
of firing raised fears of nuclear disaster.
Zaporizhzhia is the largest of its kind in Europe.
The Russian forces took over soon after the February
24 invasion. The United Nations has called for the
area to be demilitarised. At his weekly general
audience, Pope Francis condemned wars as
"madness". He also referred to the death of Darya
Dugina, daughter of a prominent Russian ultranationalist, in a car bombing near Moscow on
Saturday. He said, "Innocents pay for war,
innocents." The pope said, "Those who profit from
war and the arms trade are criminals who kill
humanity." He also denounced long-standing
military conflicts in Syria, Yemen, and Myanmar.

What is the Manusmriti, the ancient
Sanskrit text recently under controversy
Pandit said that the Manusmriti has categorised all women as “shudras”, which is “extraordinarily
regressive”. She also referred to recent case in which a Dalit boy in Rajasthan was allegedly
beaten by his teacher for touching a water pot, and subsequently died due to his injuries.
The Vice Chancellor of Jawaharlal Nehru
University, Santishree Dhulipudi
Pandit, recently criticised the
Manusmriti, the ancient Sanskrit text,
over its gender bias. Her remarks came
while delivering the keynote address at
the B R Ambedkar Lecture Series
organised by the Union Ministry of
Social Justice and Empowerment on
Monday (August 22).
Pandit said that the Manusmriti has
categorised all women as “shudras”,
which is “extraordinarily regressive”.
She also referred to recent case in
which a Dalit boy in Rajasthan was
allegedly beaten by his teacher for
touching a water pot, and subsequently
died due to his injuries.
Referring to Ambedkar’s landmark
“Annihilation of Caste”, she said, “If
Indian society wants to do well,
annihilation of caste is extraordinarily
important…I don’t understand why we
are so emotional of this identity that is
very discriminatory, very unequal. And
we are ready even to kill somebody to
protect this so-called artificially
constructed
identity.”The
M?navadharma??stra, also known as
Manusmriti or the Laws of Manu, is a
Sanskrit text belonging to the
Dharma??stra literary tradition of
Hinduism. Composed sometime
between the 2nd century BCE and 3rd
century CE, the Manusmriti is written
in sloka verses, containing two nonrhyming lines of 16 syllabus each.
The text is attributed to the mythical
figure of Manu, considered to be
ancestor of the human race in

Hinduism. There has been considerable
debate between scholars on the
authorship of the text. Many have argued
that it was compiled by many Brahmin
scholars over a period of time. However,
Indologist Patrick Olivelle (Manus Code
Of Law: A Critical Edition And
Translation Of The M?nava
Dharma??stra, 2005) argues that
Manusm?iti’s “unique and symmetrical
structure,” means that it was composed
by a “single gifted individual,” or by a
“strong chairman of a committee” with
the aid of others.
What is the text about?
The Manusmriti is encyclopedic in
scope, covering subjects such as the
social obligations and duties of the
various castes and of individuals in
different stages of life, the suitable social
and sexual relations of men and women
of different castes, on taxes, the rules
for kingship, on maintaining marital
harmony and the procedures for settling
everyday disputes.
At its core, the Manusmriti discusses
life in the world, how it is lived in reality,
as well as how it ought to be, according
to Wendy Doniger and Brian Smith (The
Laws of Manu, 1991). They argue that
the text is about dharma, which means
duty, religion, law and practice. It also
discusses aspects of the Arthashashtra,
such as issues relating to statecraft and
legal procedures.According to Olivelle,
the aim of the text is to “present a
blueprint for a properly ordered society
under the sovereignty of the king and
the guidance of Brahmins.”
It was meant to be read by the priestly

caste and Olivelle argues that it would
likely have been part of the curriculum
for young Brahmin scholars at colleges,
and would have been referenced by the
scholarly debates and conversations on
the Dharmasastras at that time.
What is its significance?
According to Doniger and Smith, “by
the early centuries of the Common Era,
Manu had become, and remained, the
standard source of authority in the
orthodox tradition for that centrepiece
of Hinduism, var???rama-dharma
(social and religious duties tied to class
and stage of life)”.They argue that it was
a very significant text for Brahmin
scholars — it attracted 9 commentaries
by other writers of the tradition, and was
cited by other ancient Indian texts far
more frequently than other
dharma??stra.
European Orientalists considered the
Manusm?iti to be of great historical and
religious significance as well. It was the
first Sanskrit text to be translated into
a European language, by the British
philologist Sir William Jones in 1794.
Subsequently, it was translated into
French, German, Portuguese and
Russian, before being included in Max
Muller’s edited volume, Sacred Books
of the East in 1886.
For colonial officials in British India, the
translation of the book served a
practical purpose. In 1772, GovernorGeneral Warren Hastings decided to
implement laws of Hindus and Muslims
that they believed to be “continued,
unchanged from remotest antiquity,”

according to Olivelle. For Hindus, the
dharmasastras were to play a crucial
role, as they were seen by the British
as ‘laws,’ whether or not it was even
used that way in India, he writes.
Why is it controversial?
The ancient text has 4 major divisions:
1) Creation of the world. 2) Sources of
dharma. 3) The dharma of the four social
classes. 4) Law of karma, rebirth, and
final liberation. The third section is the
longest and most important section.
The text is deeply concerned with
maintaining the hierarchy of the fourfold varna system and the rules that
each caste has to follow. For the author
of the text, the Brahmin is assumed to
be the perfect representative of the
human race, according to Doniger and
Smith, while Sudras, who are relegated
to the bottom of the order, are given the
sole duty of serving the ‘upper’ castes.
Some verses also contain highly
prejudicial sentiments against women
on the basis of their birth.
There are many verses in the text that
are considered controversial, including
a few mentioned below:
Chapter 8, sloka 21: “When a Sudra
interprets the Law for a king, his realm
sinks like a cow in mud, as he looks
on helplessly” Chapter 8, sloka 129:
“Even a capable Sudra must not
accumulate wealth; for when a Sudra
becomes wealthy, he harasses
Brahmins.” Chapter 8, sloka 371:
“When a woman… becomes unfaithful
to her husband, the king should have
her devoured by dogs in a public square
frequented by many.”
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16 graves of minority Ahmadi community
desecrated in Pakistan’s Punjab province
According to Jamaat Ahmadiya Punjab spokesperson Aamir Mahmood, unidentified persons
desecrated 16 graves of Ahmadis in a walled communal graveyard in Faisalabad district

Sixteen graves of the Ahmadi
community in Pakistan's Punjab
province have been allegedly
desecrated by religious
extremists for using Islamic
symbols on gravestones at a

cemetery, a spokesman of the
minority community said on
Wednesday.
According to Jamaat Ahmadiya
Punjab spokesperson Aamir
Mahmood, on August 22,

unidentified persons desecrated
16 graves of Ahmadis in a walled
communal graveyard in Chak 203
RB Manawala, Faisalabad
district, some 150 kms from
Lahore. The Islamic verses are
inscribed on the tombstones of a
number of graves in the graveyard
of the community.
Talking to PTI, Mahmood said this
graveyard is 75 years old and no
such incident had taken place
before this. He alleged that Muslim
clerics of the area were stoking
hatred against Ahmadis that
resulted in the desecration of their
graves at the hands of religious
extremists.
"This act has caused immense

grief amongst the bereaved
families who are looking to the
government for justice. This act
is not only illegal but is clearly
against all human values," he
said.
There had been a number of such
incidents in different parts of
Pakistan in which the graves of
the Ahmadi community members
were desecrated by religious
zealots in the past. "A total of 185
Ahmadi graves were desecrated
this year alone," Mahmood
said.He further said, "this
continuous persecution" testifies
to the utter disregard of Ahmadi
community rights and creates a
sense of deep insecurity among

the minority people. He urged the
government to take effective
measures to stop this onslaught
and
hold
the
culprits
accountable.Pakistan’s
Parliament in 1974 declared the
Ahmadi community as nonMuslims. A decade later, they
were banned from calling
themselves Muslims. They are
banned from preaching and from
travelling to Saudi Arabia for
pilgrimage.
In Pakistan, around 10 million out
of the 220 million population are
non-Muslims. The minorities in
conservative Muslim-majority
Pakistan often complain of
harassment by the extremists.

Imran Khan supporters throng his
residence as Pak govt threatens his arrest
Amid reports of former Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan’s imminent arrest under antiterrorism charges, his legal team will approach court today seeking anticipatory bail
Amid reports of former Pakistani
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s
imminent arrest under anti-terrorism
charges, his legal team will
approach court on Monday (August
22) seeking anticipatory bail. He
may be granted bail before arrest.
Khan's Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf
(PTI) party has warned that their
leader is a "red line" and called on
supporters to hit the streets in
protest against his possible arrest.
Hundreds of PTI workers also
gathered outside Khan's Islamabad
residence on Sunday to show
solidarity.
Here are the top developments in
the matter:
Imran Khan was booked under
Section 7 of the Anti-Terrorism Act
(punishment for acts of terrorism)
over comments he made at a rally
in Islamabad last Saturday (August
20). He had reportedly hurled
threats against Islamabad's police
chief and a female judge for what he
claimed was the arrest and alleged
torture of his close aide Shahbaz
Gill, who is facing sedition charges.
The FIR against Khan reads that in
his speech, he had "terrorised and
threatened top police officials and
a respected female additional
sessions judge" with the aim to stop

them from performing their functions
and abstain from pursuing any action
against any individual related to his
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf party
(PTI).
It says that Khan’s speech had
spread fear and uncertainty among
the police, judges and the nation.
At a press conference, Interior
Minister Sanaullah said that the
government was holding legal
consultations before launching any
case against Khan. He alleged that
the PTI chief’s speech was a
continuation of a trend to target the

army and other institutions.
The PTI has asked supporters to
take to streets amid the possibility
of Imran Khan’s arrest. The party
also trended the hashtag "Imran
Khan hamari red line" (Imran Khan
is our red line) on Twitter.
Senior PTI leader Fawad Chaudhry
called on the people to show up in
strength outside Bani Gala, Khan's
hilltop residence in Islamabad. He
also shared a video on Twitter which
purportedly showed busloads of PTI
supporters on their way to Bani
Gala.

In a stern warning to the Shehbaz
Sharif government, PTI leader Ali
Amin Gandapur threatened to take
over Islamabad, and urged the police
to not be a “part of this political war
anymore”.
Meanwhile, a defiant Khan
addressed a rally at Rawalpindi’s
Liaquat Bagh ground on Sunday
night. He has also accused the
government of temporarily blocking
YouTube in the country on Sunday
evening to prevent people from
listening live to the speech he gave
at the political rally. The accusation
came after Pakistan's electronic
media regulator late on Saturday
announced a ban on the live airing
of Khan's speeches because of what
it called his "hate speech" against
state institutions. Reacting sharply
to the ban imposed on the PTI
chairman, his party said the
government of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif is a fascist regime.
Khan has been pushing for new
elections in Pakistan after being ousted
from power in April through a
parliamentary vote. He has been
delivering fiery speeches at gatherings
across the country, targeting a number
of state institutions, including the
government, the police and the powerful
army.
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Two police officers killed in IED blast in Pakistan
On Friday, unknown assailants planted an IED near a police post in Dama
Dola tehsil in Bajaur, which went off, killing two policemen on the spot
(SAI Bureau) Two police officers were killed in an
IED (improvised explosive device) blast near a
police outpost in Pakistan’s restive Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, the latest targeted attack
on the country’s security forces. On Friday,
unknown assailants planted an IED near a police
post in Dama Dola tehsil in Bajaur, which went
off, killing two policemen on the spot, officials said.
They were identified as Havaldar Syed Ahmed and
Sepoy Inayatur Rahman. A search operation has
been launched to nab the culprits, police said.
Chief Minister of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province,
Mahmood Khan, has condemned the attack and
condoled the death of two policemen in the blast.
He has sought a detailed report and said those

responsible would be brought to justice. Pakistan
has witnessed an uptick in targeted attacks on
security forces since the Taliban takeover of Kabul
last year in August after the withdrawal of US
forces. Earlier this week, two policemen were
gunned down when they were on anti-polio
vaccination duty in the Tank district of the
province. In July, four policemen were killed in
separate attacks in Dera Ismail Khan and Tank
districts after unidentified gunmen on motorcycles
opened fire at them, according to the Dawn
newspaper. Similarly, in June, a suicide bomber
attacked a convoy of security forces in the North
Waziristan tribal district, injuring at least 10
security personnel, the report added.

Beijing’s actions not limited to South China Sea, says Taiwan foreign minister
Speaking exclusively to India Today in Taipei, Taiwan’s foreign minister Joseph Wu
called on democracies of the world to unite to counter China’s hegemonic activities

(By Staff Reporter) In an
exclusive interview with India
Today, Taiwan’s foreign minister
Joseph Wu took aim at Beijing
and said the democracies of the
world must unite to counter
China’s hegemonic activities.
Wu’s defiant stance comes at a
time when tensions between
Taiwan and China are at an alltime high after Beijing took
umbrage against US House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit to
the island state and proceeded
to carry out large-scale military
exercises that violated Taiwanese
air space and territorial
waters.“Democracies must
unite. China's actions are not
limited to Taiwan or the South
China Sea. Australia is worried
about China in the Solomon
Islands. China is building a base
in Djibouti,” said Wu, detailing
China’s growing hegemony in
Asia and beyond.
"They targeted Taiwan this time
but they also targeted the
disputed water in the East China
sea. And look at the way they
expand their power in the South
China sea. And this is not it.
They also move beyond the first
island chain into the Pacific," Wu
further said.
"They concluded a security
agreement with the Solomon
Islands not long ago and they
intend to move beyond the

Solomon Islands to other islands.
The security agreement with the
Solomon Islands got some
countries very nervous as the
islands are right at the doorstep
of Australia and you can see how
nervous Australia can be," Wu
added.The Taiwanese foreign
minister also touched upon the
economic and political crisis in
Sri Lanka, and said China,
through its massive infrastructure
projects and loans to the island
nation, had a telling role to play
in it.
“China's actions in Sri Lanka are
an eye opener. Look at Sri Lanka
and I am sure our Indian friends
look at it with amazement. How
can China bring about Sri Lanka's
collapse but at the same time get
control of its harbour," the
minister told India Today.

He went on to say that China was
adopting the same strategy in
Cambodia. China is doing the
same thing to Cambodia right
now and it is moving beyond the
Indian Ocean all the way to
Africa, he said.
"Look at Djibouti and China's
ambition is not limited to this,"
he added.
Minister Wu also emphasised the
need for democracies to unite to
take on expansionist forces.
"We see what China is capable
of doing. And therefore, it takes
all democracies, India included,
to work with each other to ward
off
the
expansion
of
a u t h o r i ta r i a n i s m .
All
democracies need to work
together. We saw Ukraine and
we saw the Taiwan Strait. It is
already
obvious
that

democracies around the world
need to unite. If not, we fall,"
he cautioned.
Wu’s strong condemnation of
China and its geo-political
policies came against the
backdrop of a visit to Taiwan
by a bipartisan delegation of
Japanese lawmakers. The
delegation will be in Taipei
from August 22-24, during the
course of which it is expected
t o m e e t w i t h Ta i w a n e s e
President Tsai Ing-wen to
discuss the recent live-fire
drills by the Chinese military
and brainstorm how to improve
defence
and
bilateral
ties.Minister Wu also spoke
of the strong ties between
Taiwan and Japan and took on
China on the issue of restricting
the export of fruits from Taiwan

to Hong Kong and Macau.
"Taiwan's relationship with Japan
has been very solid. Sometimes
Taiwan's fruits are being banned
by China . F o r i n s t a n c e ,
mangoes produced in Taiwan
are very good. But sometimes
the Hong Kong government or
Macau government tested
positive on mangoes. I don't
know how they find the nose
of mangoes to do the test or
what their symptoms are but
they do that," he said with
tongue-in-cheek.On military
cooperation between Taiwan
and Japan, Wu said, "That is
one area we do not have
substantive relations with
each other. The relations
between Taiwan and Japan
comes from the grassroots.
People to people relations."

China: 'The Bund' will not be lit for two nights
to save power as drought hits power supply
(By Staff Reporter) Chinese officials have said
that the iconic sights in Shanghai will not be
lit for two nights to save power as drought
hits the power supply. During a long
drought and heatwave, power curbs were
extended on consumption by China's
scorched southwestern regions as they
deal with dwindling hydropower output
and surging household electricity
demand. Known for its mix of historical
and futuristic buildings, the waterfront
area is a popular tourist destination. As
extreme weather continues to play havoc
with power supplies and damage crops
state weather forecasters issued a heat "red
alert" for the 11th consecutive day on
Monday.Apologising for the inconvenience, the
Shanghai Landscaping and City Appearance

Administrative Bureau said it will be lit on In Chengdu, German carmaker Volkswagen
Monday and Tuesday. After areas including has shut its factory and announced "a slight
delay" in deliveries that it could recover "in
the near future". Similarly, Apple supplier
Foxconn and Japanese auto giant Toyota
also shut their respective plants in Sichuan.
"Local efforts to save power and boost
generation are likely to help mitigate the
power shortage situation in the coming
weeks, especially if the much-hoped for end
to the scorching heat wave arrives," Chenyu
Wu, an associate analyst for China and North
Asia at consultancy Control Risks, told the
BBC. From Sichuan in the southwest to
Shanghai in the Yangtze Delta region and Fujian on the southeastern coast, the
Sichuan in southwest China experienced National Meteorological Center said as
weeks of extreme heat, China issued its first many as 62 weather stations saw record
national drought alert of the year last week. temperatures on Sunday.
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Terrorist Captured In Kashmir, Says Pakistan
Colonel Gave 30,000 Rupees For Attack
Indian Army foils bids for infiltration across Kashmir LoC; captured man was
once arrested in same area in 2016 but sent back on humanitarian grounds
(SAI Bureau) A Pakistani terrorist was
captured and two others died in a
landmine blast as two infiltration bids
were foiled in Jammu and Kashmir's
Rajouri district over the last two days,
the Indian Army said Wednesday. The
captured man — who had earlier been
arrested for crossing the Line of Control
but sent back on humanitarian grounds
— was given 30,000 Pakistani rupees by
a colonel of the Pakistan army for an
attack on an Indian post, it added.
The capture took place when, early
morning on August 21, soldiers deployed
in Jhangar sector of Nowshera region
"spotted movement of two to three
terrorists on own side of Line of Control",
said the army's note. One of the
infiltrators was close to the Indian post
and trying to cut the fence. When he tried
to flee, the soldiers opened fire, injuring
and capturing him.
Two other infiltrators managed to run back
into Pakistan-occupied territory, taking
cover in the dense jungle. "The injured

Pakistani terrorist was captured alive and he was "sent by Colonel Yunus Chaudhry individual was earlier captured by Indian
provided with immediate medical aid and of Pakistan intelligence agency". He was Army from the same sector in 2016 along
with his brother Haroon Ali, and was
repatriated on humanitarian grounds in
November 2017," said the army note. In
the other foiled bid, on August 22 night
"a group of two to three terrorists" tried
to infiltrate in Lam sector in the same
region. "Our alert troops were able to
observe the terrorists," said the army.
"As they moved ahead into our minefields,
a series of mines got activated and two
terrorists got eliminated on the spot," it
added. Their accomplices were possibly
injured and might have gone back
"taking advantage of the inclement
weather and dense foliage".The bodies
were spotted the next morning using a
quadcopter, and were later recovered
lifesaving surgery was carried out," said carrying the 30,000 Pakistani rupees that along with one AK-56 rifle, besides bullets
the army.
the colonel gave to him, it said.
and ration."As the area is heavily mined,
He was identified as Tabarak Hussain, According to the army, Hussain said he the search operation is being carried out
resident of village Sabzkot in Kotli district was part of a squad that carried out recces carefully and is still under progress. More
of Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. The army of Indian forward, and got the final go- recoveries in the area are expected," the
said he revealed during interrogation that ahead on August 21. "Incidentally, the army further said.
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Imran Khan booked under anti-terror law: What next for former Pakistan PM
Imran Khan was booked for allegedly threatening a judge and two top officials while addressing a rally in Islamabad on August 20

(By Staff Reporter) Deposed
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran
Khan is facing the heat after he
was booked under the country's
anti-terror laws. Though a lower
court granted him protection from
arrest till August 25, there exists
uncertainty if the former prime
minister would be able to avoid
arrest after the court hearing.
Imran Khan was booked for
allegedly threatening a judge and
two top officials while addressing

a rally in Islamabad on August
20. He was rallying in support of
his close aide Shahbaz Gill, who
was arrested in a sedition case
on August 9.
WHAT IS THE TERROR CASE
AGAINST IMRAN KHAN?
Imran Khan has been booked
under Section 7 of Pakistan's
Anti-Terrorism Act (punishment
for acts of terrorism), under which
he could be imprisoned for life.
The case was filed against Khan

on the basis of his address to
his supporters in Islamabad on
August 20. In his speech, the
ousted prime minister had
named the police officials and
judge involved in the case
against Shahbaz Gill and
threatened to file cases against
them. "We will not spare you,"
Khan said in the speech. "We
will sue you."
The police officials mentioned by
Imran Khan were Islamabad’s
inspector general of police and
deputy inspector general of
police. Subsequently, the FIR
filed against Imran Khan stated
that the leader “terrorised and
threatened top police officials
and a respected female
additional sessions judge” in his
address.
The purpose of the speech was
to spread terror amongst the
police and the judiciary and

prevent them from doing their
duty," police said in the report,
as per Dawn.
CONTEMPT CASE AGAINST
IMRAN KHAN
Besides the terror charges, Imran
Khan now also faces a contempt
of court case for threatening
Judge Zeba Chaudhry at his
August 20 Islamabad rally. Judge
Zeba Chaudhry had approved
Shahbaz Gill’s two-day physical
remand at the request of the
police. At his rally, Imran Khan
accused the judge of a "biased"
attitude towards her party and
said the judge too should prepare
herself for action to be pursued
against her, as per Dawn. On
Monday, the Islamabad High
Court decided to initiate the
contempt proceedings against
Imran Khan. The court issued a
show-cause notice to the leader
and summoned him on August

31.
PAKISTAN GOVT ON IMRAN'S
ARREST
So far, top leaders of the
Pakistan government have sent
mixed signals regarding the
arrest of Imran Khan. Federal
Minister for Information and
Broadcasting
Marriyum
Aurangzeb said the current
government does not believe in
vendetta politics and "everything
will happen as per the law".
“Accountability is a major feature
of the government's agenda but
it believes that everything should
move ahead as per the law and
not by politically vested
interests,” Express Tribune
quoted Aurangzeb as saying.
Meanwhile, Pakistan's Interior
Minister Rana Sanaullah has said
that Imran Khan would be
arrested once his protective bail
expires.

Terror charge on Imran Khan and the new political flashpoint in Pakistan
Political tensions in Pakistan escalated on Monday as police announced they had filed terrorism charges
against ousted premier Imran Khan. What led to this flashpoint? Where is Pakistan headed next?

(By Staff Reporter) Political
tensions in Pakistan escalated
on Monday as police announced
they had filed terrorism charges
against ousted premier Imran
Khan for allegedly threatening
public officials in a speech during
a rally on Saturday. As Imran’s
party, the Pakistan Tehreek-eInsaf (PTI), warned of nationwide
protests if he was arrested,
hundreds of his supporters
gathered around his residence to
prevent their leader from being
taken into custody. Meanwhile,
Imran moved Islamabad High
Court, and was granted pre-

arrest bail until August 25.
What led to this flashpoint?
The crisis began after a key Imran
aide, Shehbaz Gill, was arrested
on August 9 over comments
made on TV, which the country’s
media regulator, the Pakistan
Electronic Media Regulatory
Authority (Pemra) termed
“seditious” and tantamount to
inciting “armed forces towards
revolt”.The PTI has since claimed
that Gill has been tortured in
custody and his life remains in
danger. In his rally on Saturday,
Imran attacked a judge who had
approved 48 hours’ physical

remand for Gill, and vowed to file
cases against top officials of the
Islamabad police. Soon
afterward, the former PM was
himself booked under Section 7
of the Anti-Terrorism Act
(punishment for acts of terrorism)
for “terrorising” the police and
judiciary in his speech.
What does Imran Khan want?
Eager to ride the present
momentum in his favour, the
former PM is pushing for early
elections. While his popularity
was down in the run-up to his
ouster in April, that changed
dramatically after he was voted
out in a no-confidence motion
that he successfully managed to
paint as “orchestrated”.His
dramatically-delivered narrative
of the US-dictated “regime
change”, which claimed he was
kicked out for pursuing an
independent foreign policy,
struck a chord with his
supporters, most of whom are
young and belong to the
Pakistani middle class.The PTI
chairman has since used the
same line of argument to
question the “neutrals” — a
euphemism that he uses for the
army — for their alleged role in
propping up the PML-N-PPP
regime of Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif.

He has backed this up with his
talk of building a “Naya Pakistan”
that is rid of corrupt politicians.
The PTI has won resounding
victories in bypolls in the
Pakistani province of Punjab, the
home turf of the Sharifs, which
has rattled his political
opponents.
By continually upping the ante
through his well-attended
marches and rallies, Imran not
only aims to deligitimise the
regime that replaced him, he also
hopes that the pressure would
help advance the scheduled
elections to the National
Assembly.
What position has the Pak
army taken?
In the remarks that got him into
trouble, Gill said that the lower
and middle rungs of the army and
their families were firmly behind
Imran, and that this had angered
the government. The PTI
continues to count on the
backing of a section of the
Pakistan army.
Even before he lost power, the
former PM was speculated to
have tried moving the pieces to
get a loyalist, then-ISI chief Lt
Gen Faiz Hamid, as the next
army chief. This involved refusing
to confirm Army Chief Gen
Qamar
Javed
Bajwa’s

appointment of Lt Gen Nadeem
Ahmed Anjum as the next ISI
chief for three weeks. Until then,
the Bajwa-Faiz-Imran trio was
considered to be working
together to preserve the Pakistan
army’s
“hybrid”
regime
experiment, which had brought
the PTI to power in 2018.
But in the end, Imran’s attempt
to create a power centre in the
army loyal to him cost him the
support of his military
benefactors, and his job as
PM.Now, even as there is talk of
Imran continuing to enjoy some
army support, there is also a view
that the military would not want
the PTI to sweep the next
elections, whenever they are
held, as it would be difficult to
exercise control on such a
popular regime.
Where is Pakistan headed
next?
There are two key milestones to
watch out for as the current
crisis plays out. First is the
approaching date when the
current army chief’s tenure
ends. COAS Bajwa is due to
retire in November this year.
But he may still have a shot
at an extension as he is 61
years old, and the age by
which an army chief must be
retired in Pakistan is 64.
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Veiled women, armed men: Life in Afghanistan under Taliban rule
ItIt has
has been
been one
one year
year since
since the
the Taliban
Taliban seized
seized power
power in
in Afghanistan
Afghanistan amid
amid aa chaotic
chaotic evacuation
evacuation
of
of US
US troops.
troops. Here's
Here's aa look
look at
at pictures
pictures depicting
depicting life
life in
inAfghanistan
Afghanistan under
under Taliban
Taliban rule
rule

(SAI Bureau) Armed men celebrating on
roads, veiled women hoping to get back
their rights, citizens waiting for normalcy
to return and tension still palpable in the
air - as the Taliban celebrate one year
of seizing power in Afghanistan on
August 15, for Afghan citizens there is
nothing to celebrate.One year ago,
Taliban fighters advanced rapidly across
Afghanistan as United States President

Joe Biden announced the withdrawal of
troops who had been helping the Afghan
government rule for decades. The
Taliban, sensing a fit opportunity, rushed
across the country, seizing province
after province before finally capturing
Kabul on August 15, 2021.
Meanwhile, thousands of
Afghans rushed to airports and railway
stations in a desperate attempt to flee

to the neighbouring countries to escape
Taliban rule. Dramatic scenes from the
country showed men falling from a plane
as many huddled on the aircraft wing at
Kabul airport. Many managed to flee,
several died and most had to stay behind
to face their worst fear.
Even after one year, images
from the Taliban takeover still hunt
Afghans who managed to flee the

country, while those who stayed back
are facing a catastrophe that worsened
after the fall of Kabul. Afghanistan has
been reeling from a grave humanitarian
crisis with 95 per cent of Afghans going
hungry. The war in Afghanistan ended
with the Taliban seizing power, but
Afghans are still facing their battle for
a better life with no improvement in
sight.

Nepal Urges India to Suspend Gorkhas Recruitment
Under Agnipath Scheme Ahead of Army Chief's Visit
Nepal has urged India to suspend the
recruitment of Gorkhas to the Indian
Army under the newly introduced
Agnipath scheme, according to media
reports here on Thursday. Foreign
Minister Narayan Khadke on Wednesday
met with India’s Ambassador to Nepal

Naveen Srivastava and requested him to
postpone the plan to recruit Nepali
youths under the new scheme, a report
in My Republica daily said. The
development comes ahead of Indian
Army Chief General Manoj Pande’s
planned five-day official visit to Nepal on
September 4 during which he will hold
extensive talks with the country’s top civil
and military leadership. The main
purpose of General Pande’s visit is to
receive the title of honorary General of
Nepal Army to be conferred by President
Bidya Devi Bhandari. There has been a

long tradition of exchange of visits by
the army chiefs of Nepal and India and
to confer the title of honorary General to
both the army chiefs.Minister Khadka
said in the meeting that it is necessary
to gather opinion of all sides, including
that of major political parties and
stakeholders. “This is
not a final decision of
the government. We
will get back to India
after a broader
understanding is
formed,” a source in
the ministry told
Indian
Express.
Although
Nepal
government is positive
towards facilitating
recruitment
of
Gorkhas in the Indian
Army, the government
will formally make the decision regarding
the matter after holding talks with other
major political parties as government of
India has introduced the new military
recruitment, Khadke told the Indian
envoy during the meeting held at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Kantipur
daily said. While unveiling the scheme
in June, the Indian government said
youths between the age of 17 and-a-half
and 21 years would be inducted for a
four-year tenure while 25 per cent of
them will be subsequently inducted for
regular service.Nepalese youths have

been recruited in the Indian Army for a
long time since the Tripartite agreement
signed between Nepal, India and UK in
1947 made a provision to recruit
Nepalese youths in British and Indian
Armies. In New Delhi, External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson Arindam Bagchi
said the Indian Army has been inducting

Gorkha soldiers from Nepal for a long
time and it’s looking forward to
continuing the process under the
Agnipath recruitment scheme. The
Indian Army’s Gorkha regiments have 43
battalions and they comprise Indian
soldiers as well as those recruited from
Nepal.

Hindu sanitation worker arrested in
Pakistan over alleged blasphemy
A Hindu sanitation worker was arrested in Pakistan for
allegedly committing an act of blasphemy. The alleged
blasphemy incident that took place on August 19
(SAI Bureau) A Hindu sanitation
worker has been arrested in Pakistan
for allegedly committing blasphemy
by burning pages of a religious book
following a series of protests by an
extremist group, a senior police
official said on Monday.Ashok Kumar
was arrested after the extremist
group Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan
(TLP) on Sunday staged protests in
front of a building housing Hindu
families over the alleged blasphemy
incident that took place in Hyderabad
city on Friday. A Hindu community
leader in Hyderabad, who did not
want to be named, said the police
had arrested Kumar without carrying
out a proper investigation into the
incident.“The Hindu families living in
a building where the incident

occurred are scared after the protests
organised by the TLP and held
outside their building on Sunday,” he
said. According to the senior police
official, the pages of an Islamic
studies book were allegedly burnt on
Friday after which the TLP organised
protests all over Hyderabad and
demanded the registration of a
blasphemy case and the arrest of the
accused.Ravi Dawani, a prominent
Hindu leader, has appealed to the
Sindh government to hold an impartial
inquiry into the matter.The TLP was
declared a proscribed organisation in
April last year after violent protests by
the group forced the government to expel
the French ambassador over the issue
of blasphemous cartoons published in
France.
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Anthony Fauci and the 'Wuhan virus' controversy

(SAI Bureau) Anthony Fauci,
the foremost authority on
infectious diseases in the US
and the Covid-19 pandemic's
public face, will leave the
federal government in
December. Since 1984, Fauci,
81, has served as the director
of the US National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious
Diseases (NIAID). In 1968, at
the age of 27, he started
working at the National
Institutes of Health. Fauci
advised seven US Presidents
throughout the course of a
career that lasted close to five

decades. Even before the
coronavirus spread around the
world, he was a pioneer in the
federal response to HIV/AIDS
and other infectious diseases.
He most recently worked as
US President Joe Biden's
p h y s i c i a n a d v i s o r. B e f o r e
Covid-19 shook the world, he
enjoyed a successful run for
a number of years.
Fauci practically got himself
into trouble when dealing with
COVID-19 in the US. Then
came his order to not initially
wear a mask, which he later
changed, and his doubts about

the origins of the Covid-19
v i r u s . A d d i t i o n a l l y, h e
disagreed with MPs from
Donald Trump's party and the
former US president.
Fauci's allegation
The 3,000 emails, which
revealed how he handled
Covid-19 in the early days of
the outbreak and were
obtained by the Washington
Post, Buzzfeed News, and
CNN under the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA),
caused the most debate
surrounding
Fauci's
allegation.
Wuhan lab controversy
The largest biomedical
research institute in the
nation's director sent Dr Fauci
an email in January 2020
suggesting that the virus's
"odd traits" showed it may
have been created. Fauci
responded by promising to get
in touch over the phone.
In 2021, Fauci once more
stated his suspicion. On May
11 , 2 0 2 1 , F a u c i w a s

questioned over the possibility
of the virus naturally occurring
at the United Facts of
America: A Festival of FactChecking. Fauci responded by
stating that he was not
p e r s u a d e d b y t h e t h e o r y.
According to Fauci, "I am not
convinced with the theory that
the virus "developed naturally."
"I think we should continue to
investigate what went on in China
until we find out to the best of
our ability exactly what
happened. Certainly, the people
who investigated it say it was the
emergence of from an animal
reservoir that then infected
individuals, but it could have been
something else, and we need to
find that out," Fauci said.
Did the US fund a lab in
China?
Republicans in Congress
claimed in August 2021 that
there was "ample evidence"
that the US had supported a
lab in China to develop a
human-infecting virus. Senator
Rand Paul said that US funds

were being used to "gain-offunction," a process that
makes viruses more lethal and
contagious. This assertion
had been refuted by Fauci,
who oversaw NIAID as part of
the National Institutes of
Health (NIH) of the US
government.
Denying facts
H o w e v e r, i t w a s a l s o
discovered that NIH 2014 had
given funding to a group that
worked with the Wuhan
Institute
of
Vi r o l o g y,
according to BBC. The NIH
awarded $3.7 million to the
US-based EcoHealth Alliance,
of which $600,000 was
granted to the Wuhan Institute
of Virology. The project was
extended for a further five
years in 2019, but the Trump
administration cancelled it
once the virus started to
spread. Despite all of this,
Anthony Fauci insisted that
NIH did not support research
in 2020 that contributed to the
Covid-19 virus.

US imposes sanctions on nearly 5K Russians post invasion of Ukraine
The United States has imposed sanctions on around 5,000 Russians after the Ukraine conflict

(News Agency) The United States has
imposed sanctions on nearly 5,000
Russians, including its top leadership and
oligarchs, in the aftermath of the Moscow
invasion of Ukraine on February 24. “We
have worked with allies and partners to
impose costs, including visa restrictions
for Kremlin officials and their enablers.
Since February 24, 2022, the United
States has taken steps to impose visa
restrictions on nearly 5,000 individuals in
response to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine,”
a State Department spokesperson said.
“We will continue to identify those
involved in Russia’s invasion and will
promote accountability for their conduct.
We are looking at all tools to hold the
Kremlin to account,” said the official.The
United States has imposed sanctions on
nearly 5,000 Russians, including its top
leadership and oligarchs, in the aftermath
of the Moscow invasion of Ukraine on
February 24. “We have worked with allies
and partners to impose costs, including
visa restrictions for Kremlin officials and

their enablers. Since February 24, 2022,
the United States has taken steps to
impose visa restrictions on nearly 5,000
individuals in response to Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine,” a State Department
spokesperson said. “We will continue to
identify those involved in Russia’s invasion
and will promote accountability for their
conduct. We are looking at all tools to
hold the Kremlin to account,” said the
official. “We don’t have anything further to
offer on the details of the discussions,”
the spokesperson said in response to a

question.During his regular daily news
conference,
State
Department
Spokesperson Ned Price told reporters
that the US had tapped into its strategic
petroleum reserve at an unprecedented
pace by working with allies around the
world, including in regions, literally, halfway
around the world to surge supplies of LNG
to its allies and partners in other regions
of the world that may experience a need
for it, especially as the winter months
approach. “Together with our European
partners, we've also launched a task force

focused on the long-term implications of
energy, how we can accelerate that
transition to renewables and how we can
transition away from dependence on
Russia and other unreliable, undependable
sources of global energy. Those
discussions are continuing, as well our
discussions with members of OPEC on
this,” he said. Russia will continue its
brutal assaults on the Ukrainian state, on
Ukrainian people, on Ukraine's
independence, its democracy, its territorial
integrity as well, he alleged.

American Airlines flight operated by all-Black
women crew to honour Bessie Coleman
(News Agency) An American Airlines
flight from Dallas to Phoenix was operated
by an all-Black female crew to honour
Bessie Coleman, who was the first Black
woman to earn a pilot's license in 1921.
The 'Bessie Coleman Aviation All-Stars
tour' was hosted by the airline to mark
the 100th anniversary of her earning the
pilot's license. In a statement, American
Airlines said it hosted Gigi Coleman, who
is Bessie's great-niece, on a flight from
Dallas-Fort Worth to Phoenix. The airline
mentioned that from the pilots and flight
attendants to the cargo team members
to even all the aviation maintenance
technicians, the entire flight was operated
by an all-Black female crew. The airline
also noted that they are intending to ramp

up its efforts to diversify the flight deck.
Providing data, the statement mentioned
that Black women have been "notably
underrepresented in the aviation industry".
Especially when it comes to pilots, the
representation is less than 1 per cent in

the commercial airline industry. "Through
the American Airlines Cadet Academy, the
airline is committed to expanding
awareness of and increasing accessibility
to the pilot career within diverse
communities," the statement added.
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indispensable California Assembly votes to legalise
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partner: White
White House
House
(SAI Bureau) The United States
sees India as an indispensable
partner, the White House asserted
on Wednesday, even as the two
countries are pursuing their own
national interests in Ukraine.
"We see the [Indian] partners as
indispensable partners. And the
US-India Strategic Partnership is
grounded in our shared
commitment to the advancement
of a free and open Indo-Pacific
region," White House Press
Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre told
reporters during her daily news
conference. The press secretary
was responding to a question if the
relationship is drifting apart in the
aftermath of the Russian invasion
of Ukraine. "You've heard the
President say this, the rule of law
and the promotion of human
freedom and dignity," she said.
"We are confident in our
relationship, and in the years
ahead, we'll continue to stand
together to defend the rules-based
order; foster greater peace,
prosperity, and security for our
people; advance a free and open

Indo-Pacific; and together, address
the challenges we face around the
world," Jean-Pierre said in
response to the question. The
United States, she said, has been
very clear on where it stands with
Ukraine. "We just announced a
USD 3 billion additional security
assistance to the country to make
sure that the people are continuing
to fight for their freedom. We have
been -- it's not just us. You see
that with our allies and partners.
You see a very unified Nato that
-- and they are unified because
of the leadership of this
President," she asserted.You're
seeing that Nato is going to
expand by two more countries.
So, this shows the strength in
the West and how much we
have come together in
supporting Ukraine. And so,
we've been very clear on where
we stand. It is important to
make sure that when a country
is fighting for their freedom,
fighting for their democracy, for
their sovereignty, that we support
that," the press secretary said.

The California Assembly unanimously passed legislation to
include the Swastika symbol in its penal code

(SAI Bureau) California State Senate has
unanimously passed a legislation to legalise the
sacred symbol of Swastika in its penal code and
recognise the hateful Nazi emblem by its German
name, Hakenkreuz.California has one of the
largest populations of Indian Americans, who had
been seeking such a legislative action for quite
some time now.
The legislation, which was passed last week, now
heads to Governor Gavin
Newsom’s desk, which if
signed, will formally make
California the first state to
legalise the Swastika.
The legislation makes
California the first state to
recognise the Nazi
emblem by its correct
name, the Hakenkreuz, or
“hooked cross” in its penal
code.
It makes California the first
state to recognise the
swastika as a sacred
symbol in Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism in
its penal code.
Last week, an interfaith coalition of religious
leaders and organisations submitted a letter to

California State Senate Majority Leader Bob
Hertzberg, expressing their support for the
legislation AB 2282.The Hindu American
Foundation (HAF) has welcomed the move.
“We’re thrilled that we’re one step closer to
making history in California by decriminalising the
Swastika with the passage of AB2282 in the
Senate. We thank Assembly member BauerKahan for her continued leadership on this issue,

and we urge the Governor to sign this historic
legislation to better protect the religious practices
of Hindus, Jains, Buddhists, and Zoroastrians,”
HAF managing director Samir Kalra said.
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US National Archives identified 700-plus pages of classified records at Trump's home
The US National Archives discovered more than 700 pages of classified documents at
Donald Trump's Florida home in addition to material seized this month by FBI agents
(News Agency) The US National Archives
discovered more than 700 pages of
classified documents at Donald Trump's
Florida home in addition to material
seized this month by FBI agents,
according to a newly disclosed May
letter the records agency sent to the
Republican former president's attorney.
The large quantity of classified material
in 15 boxes recovered in January by the
National Archives and Records
Administration, some marked as "top
secret," provides more insight into what
led to the FBI's court-authorized Aug. 8
search of Trump's residence at the Mara-Lago resort in Palm Beach. The
agency is responsible for preserving
government records. The May 10 letter
was sent by Acting U.S. Archivist Debra
Steidel Wall to Trump attorney Evan
Corcoran. It was released late on
Monda y b y J o h n S o l o m o n , a
conservative journalist who Trump
authorized in June to access his
presidential records. The National
Archives posted a copy on its
website on Tuesday. "Among the
materials in the boxes are over 100
documents with classification
markings, comprising more than 700
pages. Some include the highest
levels of classification, including
Sp e c i a l A c c e s s P r o g r a m ( S A P )
materials," Wall's letter said, referring

to security protocols reserved for
some of the country's most closely
held secrets. The letter
contains additional
information
about
Trump's handling of
classified materials and
his efforts to delay
federal officials from
reviewing
the
documents.The letter
shows that Trump's
legal team repeatedly
tried to stall the
Archives from letting the
FBI and intelligence
officials review the
materials, saying he needed more
time to determine if any of the records
were covered by a doctrine called
executive privilege that enables a
president
to
shield
some
records.President Joe Biden's
administration - specifically the
Justice Department's Office of Legal
Counsel - has determined that the
materials were not covered by
executive privilege. It found "there is no
precedent" for a former president to
shield records from a sitting president
using executive privilege when the
materials in question legally belong to
the federal government, according to the
letter. Even after Trump returned the 15

boxes to the Archives, the Justice a storage room and collect additional
Department still suspected he had records. Trump received a second
subpoena later that month seeking
surveillance footage from security
cameras, which he also provided.
During the Aug. 8 search, FBI agents
recovered more than 20 additional boxes
containing about 11 sets of records
marked as classified. rump's legal team
waited for two weeks before filing his
lawsuit, which asks a federal judge to
block the FBI from reviewing the seized
materials until a special master can be
appointed. A special master is an
independent third party sometimes
appointed in sensitive cases to review
documents seized in a search,
more classified material. The Aug. 8 particularly if the records could be
search was part of a federal protected by attorney-client privilege. The
investigation into whether Trump Justice Department previously sought a
illegally removed documents from the special master following FBI searches at
White House when he left office in the homes and offices of Rudy Giuliani and
January 2021 after his failed 2020 re- Michael Cohen, two of Trump's former
election bid and whether he tried to attorneys. Legal experts said the Trump
obstruct the government's investigation document investigation differs from those
into the removal of the records. In a cases because the records at issue belong
lawsuit Trump filed late on Monday to the federal government. "The idea that
against the Justice Department over executive privilege in some way would
the search, he said he was served a restrict (National Archives) access to the
grand jury subpoena on May 11 records, or the FBI's access to the records,
seeking additional classified records. sort of just misconstrues what executive
On June 3, the department's head of privilege is," said Jonathan Shaub, a former
counterintelligence and three FBI Justice Department attorney who teaches
agents visited Mar-a-Lago to inspect at the University of Kentucky's law school.
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Debate on revdi culture highlights
bitterness between Centre and states

Swiggy’s moonlighting
policy that allows staff
to take up gigs beyond
regular job

CAG) has pulled up the Centre as
it failed to transfer a substantial
portion of the money collected from
cesses and surcharges to the
designated funds which ensures
that they are used for the intended
purpose. The very idea of a cess is
being turned on its head.
Interestingly, whenever confronted
with this stark reality Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman goes
on the offensive saying that the
Centre distributes these to states
via central schemes. She doesn’t
realise the fact that states are not
merely implementing agencies of
central schemes. The Constitution
empowers the states to conceive
schemes to provide sustenance and
relief to people. And every study
proves that state government
schemes are more innovative and
appropriate to the targeted groups.
Non-adherence
to
the
recommendations of its own finance
commissions is the tipping point in
the chaotic Centre-state relations.
Despite the last two successive
Finance Commissions pegging the
share of states in gross taxes to over

(From page 17)
Has moonlighting increased recently?
In the last two years, coronavirus-induced
lockdowns increased the tendency to
moonlight among workers in certain
industries. This was because apart from
financial insecurity at the time, working from
home allowed a few categories of workers
to get more work done, freeing up time for a
second job. The gig economy concept has
gained greater legitimacy in recent years,
too. It was recently reported in a Kotak
Institutional Equities survey of 400 people
across the IT and ITeS space, that 65 per
cent of people knew of those pursuing parttime opportunities or moonlighting while
working from home. In an article in The Wall
Street Journal, it was detailed how some IT
workers, in particular, made use of this
opportunity by doing the bare minimum at
their jobs to juggle multiple responsibilities.
Even though double employment is not
banned in the US, many workers kept their
second job discreet; some were fired when
found out.A website called Overemployed
was also launched by an American worker
for giving tips about managing two jobs and
having community discussions around the
topic with others planning on doing the
same, even as the ethics of secretly taking
another job were being debated.

Even the occasional visits of Niti
Aayog members to states have been
reduced to a formality: No serious
policy discussion, leave alone
decision-making, takes place
during these visits.
The concerns of CMs over the
dwindling state revenues raised in
the recently held Niti Aayog
meeting presided over by the PM
needs to be taken in its right
perspective. It’s the states that deal
with the broad range of aspirations
of the people on the ground. As per
the 15th Finance Commission,
states bear more than 62 per cent
of expenditure responsibilities but
are given only 37 per cent of
revenue raising power, while the
Union government owns 63 per cent
of revenue raising power to spend
on 38 per cent of its expenditure
responsibilities.The share of
cesses and surcharges, as
percentage of gross tax revenue,
has more than doubled: From 6.26
per cent in 2010-11 to almost 20 per
cent in 2021-22. Moreover, the
Comptroller and Auditor General (

40 per cent, the actual transfer
never reached this prescribed level.
The peak was 36.6 per cent in
FY19 and it fell to a meagre 29 per
cent subsequently. In effect, the
actual share of states has only
shrunk.
The Centre invited rebuke when it
turned a recent all-party meeting
convened to discuss the Sri Lankan
issue into a podium to “discipline”
states on the fiscal front. Ironically,
the Centre’s debt burden has shot
up from Rs 53 lakh crore to Rs 136
lakh crore since 2015 but it
considers states imprudent in
fiscal management. The Centre’s
record is even worse on the fiscal
deficit front and off-budget
borrowing, but the propensity to
find faults with states has become
a permanent feature.
India is at a crossroads today and the
need of the hour is cohesion and not
confusion. We need unity and not
uniformity, assimilation not extinction.
The Narendra Modi government has
to find a new narrative instead of
usurping the powers of the states and
crying foul at the same time.
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India Can Show The World The Right Path For Medical Pluralism
(From page 15)
WAITING FOR RECOGNITION
While the consumption of traditional medicines have
increased in the past two years, there is still a lot of
scepticism around it. There is an urgent need to dispel
both the uncertainty and hesitancy around using
traditional forms of medicine. In the current state, an
allopathic doctor is considered secondary to an AYUSH
one. There are also significant differences in how much
they are paid. Although biomedical knowledge was
integrated into AYUSH training as per recommendations
of the Chopra committee, no learning of AYUSH
systems was incorporated into allopathy. To provide
health security to people with limited financial means
we need innovative and transdisciplinary perspectives
on medical efficacy. This will take time and will only be
possible if enough evidence is there to back up the
doses and procedure.

INDIA CAN BE THE LEADER IN MEDICAL
PLURALISM
India has an abundance of opportunities to explore and
then integrate varied healing traditions. With proper
evidence and research backing, we can not only just
integrate other forms into modern medicine but also
co-exist. Although there has been some progress since
the formation of the Ministry of AYUSH. It has been
noted that it is only Ayurveda that has reached the world.
There is a lack of in-depth studies in other domains.
Another important aspect is that India can benefit a lot
through medical tourism if these fields are developed
quickly in the form of verified alternative therapies. India
accounts for almost 20% of global market share in
medical tourism. Through appropriate measures around
accessibility and ease, this can be leveraged upon and
taken to a new level. It won’t be enough to simply hire
AYUSH practitioners on a contract basis and provide

the bare minimum infrastructure. Allopathy and AYUSH
have to be compatible with one another. From ignoring,
we have moved to integration of traditional medicinal
knowledge to modern one. Now it is time to head
towards coexistence. Both MBBS and AYUSH
practitioners should be welcomed and respected, and
patients should be referred back and forth between them
for specialised diagnosis or treatment. In health centres,
the two departments should communicate with one
another for the benefit of the patients. There should be
logistical preparations for a constant supply of
medications.Previously, other countries have used our
traditional medicine and commercialised them on a
large scale after enough research and evidence. India
is sitting on a gold mine of knowledge of alternative
sources of medicine. It is now time that we make
appropriate use of the knowledge and leverage upon
our advantages.

India Must Create Highly Skilled Workforce for Fast-Paced Sustainable Growth
(From page 15)
Interestingly, top 100 academic
institutions in the overall category
consists of 40 centrally funded technical
institutions (CFTIs) and centrally funded
universities (CFUs) including 38 technical
institutions, 26 state universities, 24
deemed universities, six private
universities, seven medical institutions
and three management institutions. Indian
Institute of Science, Bengaluru topped the
‘Universities Category’ while IIMAhmedabad topped the ‘Management’
subject and All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi occupied
the top slot in medical for the fifth
consecutive year. IIT, Roorkee stood at
the first position in architecture subject
for the second consecutive year.We see
that technical institutions where skill and
knowledge-based top-quality education is
imparted occupy an important slot in the
NIRF ranking. India’s ranking in Global
Innovation Index has also significantly
improved from 76 in 2014 to 46 in 2021.
However, in order to improve the culture
of innovation and entrepreneurship, we

need to educate our students in a way
that not only enhances their knowledge
but also provides the skill to live a fulfilling
and useful life. It should happen in all
HEIs, and not just a few hundreds of them.
No doubt, the National Education Policy
2020 lays down the roadmap for the 21st
century education system. Synergy
between education and skills is creating
a new ecosystem. We are certainly
striving our best to make learning more
vibrant, harness Industry 4.0 and sow the
seeds for shaping the destiny of
India@100 but are we really aligned to
global trends and future challenges
remains a million-dollar question.To excel
in the 21st century labour market, India
needs a comprehensive skill set
composed of cognitive skills, which
encompass the ability to understand
complex ideas, adapt effectively to the
environment, learn from experience, and
reason; socio-emotional skills, which
describe the ability to navigate
interpersonal and social situations
effectively; technical skills needed to
perform a specific task; and digital skills,

which are cross-cutting.
Are our HEIs aligned to withstand the
present and future challenges of the
labour market? Is there a complete
alignment between relevance and
efficiency of technical knowledge,
which our youths are getting in HEIs?
No, there is not. There are critical
gaps, which we need to admit and we
ourselves are to be blamed for those.
We are paying the price for being
routine in our approaches towards
education in general, and skill
education in particular.
Look at some of the countries,
which are known for their skilled
workforce. Japan tops the list followed by
South Korea, Germany, China, United
Kingdom, United States, Canada, Norway,
Switzerland, Singapore and so on. They
have invested a lot in their higher
education. The way China has skilled its
masses is remarkable. They can make
anything or everything whatever is used
on this planet. Switzerland is blessed
with the most skilled workers, enjoying
very low crime rates, clean cities, minimal

homeless population, clean air and
beautiful landscapes. Look at Singapore,
whose education system produces a
large, reliable workforce every year.
Predominant industries in
Sweden are telecommunications,
industrial machines, chemical goods,
pharmaceuticals, motor vehicles,
precision equipment, iron and steel,
and home goods and appliances; all
skilled based. Denmark boasts of
some world-leading advanced
industries with a major focus on
maritime shipping, pharmaceuticals,
and renewable energy. The country has
a highly educated and well-informed
population, with international schools
across the country. The message is
loud and clear. Fast-paced sustainable
growth with marked improvement in
people’s life can be possible only when
we create a highly skilled workforce
for which our HEIs have to rise to the
occasion so that their alumni must
justify their degrees and make the
most of their talents in building a
new India.

Out But Not Over: Why Donald Trump Remains the Strongest Republican in America
(From page 16)
The Republicans would effectively be giving up a shot
at the presidency by not fielding Trump for 2024.Trump
seems to know this. The FBI raid on his residence in
Florida did something spectacular — it turned Trump
into a victim of the state’s vindictiveness. Suddenly, a
man accused of inciting an insurrection was able to
convince swathes of Republicans across the country
that the Democrats were doing something never done
before — attacking political opponents using federal
agencies. Consequently, roughly 3 in 5 GOP voters
now say they would vote for Trump in 2024. Separately,
according to a Reuters/Ipsos poll, half of US
Republicans say federal law enforcement officials
behaved irresponsibly in raiding the former President’s
residence. The poll suggests Republican voters could
be largely siding with Trump despite the Republican

Party’s long-standing support for law enforcement.
The continuous victories of Trump-backed
Republicans in the primaries coupled with the aftereffects of the FBI raid at the former President’s
residence have revitalised Trump’s political
fortunes. Contributions to Trump’s political action
committee posted stunning $1 million figures on
at least two days after the FBI raid on Mar-a-Lago.
Even now, Trump is hauling in more donations than
ever, showing how the FBI’s raid and the US Justice
Department’s investigations against the 45th
President could play a big role in making him the
47th President of the country in 2024.
Trump was written off as a politician. In a way, 2016
is repeating itself all over again. The popular
narrative was that of Trump never becoming
President. Pollsters failed to grab the massive anti-

Democrat undercurrent. They also dismissed
Trump as a potential winner not due to statistics,
but because of their inherent biases against the
man. Now that there are explicit signs of support
for Trump rising, the 2024 presidential race could
very well see him winning the White House,
because if the current trends hold, the Republican
party would be foolish to not have him as their next
presidential nominee.
Effectively, Trump continues to be the strongest
Republican in the United States today. Had he been
ignored, Trump would have perhaps announced
retirement from politics. Instead, he was painted
as the enemy of American democracy; a despot
seeking only power; a criminal who stole state
secrets. Trump was given the very thing he
flourishes on — attention.
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Ambani, Adani, and how the Roys could lose NDTV
In a notice to the stock exchanges, NDTV
said the acquisition was executed without
any input from, conversation with, or
consent of NDTV founders Prannoy Roy
and Radhika Roy. The Roys continue to
hold 32.26 per cent stake in NDTV.
How did the deal happen?
In a press statement, the Adani Group
said its flagship Adani Enterprises Ltd’s
subsidiary AMG Media Networks Ltd on
Tuesday bought Vishvapradhan
Commercial Pvt Ltd (VCPL), which had
in 2009 and 2010 loaned Rs 403.85 crore
to NDTV promoter company RRPR
Holding Pvt Ltd. RRPR Holding was
owned by Radhika Roy and Prannoy Roy.
Against this interest-free loan, RRPR
issued warrants to VCPL entitling it to
convert them into a 99.9 per cent stake
in RRPR. RRPR holds 29.18 per cent
stake in NDTV. Notably, in order to extend
the loan to RRPR, VCPL had raised funds

from Reliance Strategic Ventures, a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Mukesh
Ambani-led Reliance Industries Ltd. In a
statement to the stock exchanges, NDTV
Ltd said: “Without any discussion with
NDTV or its founder-promoters, a notice
has been served upon them by VCPL,
stating that it (VCPL) has exercised its
rights to acquire 99.50% control of
RRPR, the promoter-owned company
that owns 29.18% of NDTV.” Subsequent
to VCPL’s acquisition for Rs 113.75 crore,
the Adani Group announced an open offer
for buying another 26 per cent stake. The
group is offering Rs 294 per share. The
NDTV stock closed on Tuesday at Rs
366.20 on the BSE, 2.6 per cent higher
than its previous day’s close.In its latest
filing to the Registrar of Companies on
August 23, Adani Group-owned VCPL
announced the appointment of three
directors on its board: Sanjay Pugalia,

Senthil Chengalvarayan, and Sudipta
Bhattacharya. Pugalia is the CEO of AMG
Media Networks Ltd.
Will Adani be able to get a controlling
stake in NDTV?
Though the Roys hold more than the
Adani Group in NDTV as of now, market
experts said the business conglomerate
holds an edge. Since September 2020,
four shareholders who have interlinked
directors, cumulatively own 7.11 per cent
in NDTV. As of June 2022, Drolia
Agencies owns 1.48 per cent stake, GRD
Securities 2.8 per cent, Adesh Broking
1.5 per cent and Confirm Realbuild 1.33
per cent. LTS Investment Fund which
owns 9.75 per cent in NDTV, also owns
1.69 per cent in Adani Enterprises and
also in other group companies including
Adani Power 1.09%, Adani Transmission
1.63% and Adani Total Gas (1.27%). If
these two sets of investors sell their

shares in the open offer, it would take
Adani Group’s shareholding in NDTV to
over 46 per cent.
Why does Adani want ownership of
NDTV?
The Adani Group, which has been eyeing
entry into the mainstream media space,
had hired journalist Pugalia last
September to lead its media company,
Adani Media Ventures. Pugalia was the
president of Quint Digital Media, which
operated BloombergQuint. “AMNL seeks
to empower Indian citizens, consumers
and those interested in India, with
information and knowledge. With its
leading position in news and its strong
and diverse reach across genres and
geographies, NDTV is the most suitable
broadcast and digital platform to deliver
on our vision. We look forward to
strengthening NDTV’s leadership in news
delivery,” Pugalia said in the statement.

Why are South Korea and the US carrying out
massive joint military drills around North Korea?
South Korea and the United States began
their largest joint military drills since 2017
this week. A Reuters report said the
military drills included the resumption of
field training. These joint military drills are
designed to test readiness against North
Korea’s missile tests, the report said.
The drills, called the Ulchi Freedom
Shield, are scheduled to run until
September 1. They are tri-service drills
involving thousands of troops as well as
live-fire exercises. North Korea has said
these joint drills are a rehearsal of
invasion.
South Korea’s new President Yoon Sukyeol has a markedly different approach
to North Korea in comparison to his
predecessor. After taking office in May
this year, Yoon had vowed to “normalise”
these joint exercises.
During the campaign before elections,
Yoon had been critical of President
Moon’s efforts to engage with North Korea
and accused him of being “submissive”
to Pyongyang.
Also, former US President Donald Trump
considered these joint military drills as
being too expensive and too provocative.
He too had tried to reach out to North
Korea, and had met the country’s leader
Kim Jong-un in Singapore for a summit
in 2018. Experts had predicted that South
Korea’s policies towards North Korea
under Yoon’s presidency would shift to
those that previous conservative
governments had adopted.
What is the purpose of these drills?
In addition to these joint drills, South
Korea has also started the four-day Ulchi
civil defence drills this week that is
scheduled to end on Thursday (August
25). According to a Reuters report, Yoon
had said these military and civil drills “are

aimed at improving the country’s
preparedness to match the changing
patterns of war, with evolving cyber threats
against key facilities such as chip
factories and supply chains”.
Yoon had called for these drills citing the
need for more exercises designed on real
scenarios. “Maintaining peace on the
Korean peninsula is built on our airtight
security posture,” the report quoted Yoon
as saying.According to a report in The
Korea Times, the drills will include a
rehearsal of “scenarios, such as
responding to North Korea’s attacks on
key industrial facilities including an airport,
a semiconductor factory or a nuclear
power plant. The Ministry of Defense’s
report to the National Assembly shows
that their training script reflects many of
the actual combat situations being
experienced in Ukraine, which has been
defending its territory against Russia for
more than six months now”.During a
cabinet meeting earlier this week in Seoul,
Yoon had said, “We can protect the lives
of the people and national security only
through realistic drills. Preserving peace
on the Korean Peninsula is built on our
airtight defence preparedness,” The Korea
Times reported.
“Today’s war is different from the one of
the past. It may involve cyberattacks on
key facilities such as ports, airports and
(the manufacturing plants of)
semiconductors or attacks on the supply
chains of important materials, with the
aim of neutralizing our war capabilities,”
Yoon was quoted as saying.
Is there an immediate threat of
tensions in the region?
North Korea has conducted an
unprecedented number of weapons tests
in 2022 and fired more than 30 ballistic

missiles this year, marking the largest
number of ballistic missiles launched in
a single year. US and South Korean
officials have claimed that Pyongyang is
preparing to conduct its seventh nuclear
test later this year, according to a DW
report. North Korea conducted its sixth
nuclear test in September 2017. These
joint drills come after North Korea rejected

South Korea’s proposals that Pyongyang give
up its nuclear capabilities in phases, in return
for economic benefits. Kim Yo-jong, the sister
of North Korean leader Kim Jong-un, called
South Korea’s proposal “foolish”, and
criticized Seoul for resuming joint military drills
with the US. North Korea has also accused
South Korea of being responsible for the
spread of Covid-19 in the country.
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Jupiter like never seen before, through the Webb telescope
While most of us are familiar with the yellow and reddishbrown gas giant, the telescope’s Near-Infrared Camera,
with its specialized infrared filters, has shown Jupiter
encompassed in blue, green, white, yellow and orange
hues The James Webb Space Telescope, NASA’s latest
and most powerful telescope, has captured new images
of our solar system’s largest planet, Jupiter, presenting
it in a never before seen light. The photographs published
on Monday have captured a new view of the planet,
presenting in detail its massive storms, colourful auroras,
faint rings and two small moons — Amalthea and
Adrastea.
Unprecedented view
While most of us are familiar with the yellow and reddishbrown gas giant, the telescope’s Near-Infrared Camera,
with its specialized infrared filters, has shown Jupiter

encompassed in blue, green, white, yellow and orange
hues. Since infrared light is not visible to the human
eye, the images were artificially coloured to match those
on the visible spectrum, so that the planet’s distinctive
features could stand out, according to NASA.Jupiter’s
famous Great Red Spot, a storm so big that it could
swallow Earth, appeared bright white in the image, since
it was reflecting a lot of sunlight, the space agency stated.
A NASA blog post quoted Heidi Hammel, interdisciplinary
scientist for the James Webb telescope, as saying: “The
brightness here indicates high altitude — so the Great
Red Spot has high-altitude hazes, as does the equatorial
region…The numerous bright white ‘spots’ and ‘streaks’
are likely very high-altitude cloud tops of condensed
convective storms.”
The Webb telescope

NASA’s $10 billion James Webb Telescope was
developed with the assistance of the European Space
Agency and the Canadian Space Agency. It was launched
to space on December 25, 2021 and is currently observing
from Lagrange point 2, approximately 1.5 million km
beyond Earth’s orbit around the Sun. The telescope
released its first image on July 11 2022.
The technology
The incredible images taken by the James Webb
telescope don’t arrive on Earth as we currently see them,
according to NASA’s blog post. Instead, scientists
receive raw data about the brightness of the light captured
on Webb’s detectors, which is then processed and
translated into images by the Space Telescope Science
Institute (STScI), Webb’s mission and science operations
centre.

No rains, persistent heatwaves: Europe’s
‘worst drought in 500 years’, explained
As many parts of the world are
experiencing extreme weather conditions
that have led to flash floods, droughts
and wildfires in the recent past, the
severe effect of climate change can no
longer be disregarded. Now, comes a
worrying report from Europe. As per the
Global Drought Observatory’s (GDO)
report, Europe is experiencing its worst
drought in 500 years. Some level of
drought alert has been sounded for 64
percent of Europe as of 10 August. The
drought observatory, a part of the
European Commission's research wing,
said the situation is only “worsening” and
is likely to extend till November. Let’s
have a look at the findings of the report
in detail and Europe’s drought crisis:
European summer has never been so dry
since 1540, when the year-long drought
had claimed tens of thousands of lives,
as per Indian Express. “The severe
drought affecting many regions of
Europe since the beginning of the year
has been further expanding and
worsening as of early August,” the
drought observatory said in its report.
European countries including
Italy, Spain, Portugal, France, Germany,
the Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg,
Romania, Hungary, northern Serbia,
Ukraine, Moldova, Ireland and the United
Kingdom are facing the worst drought
hazard in years. "The current drought still
appears to be the worst since at least
500 years,” the European Commission
warned citing the preliminary data, BBC
reported. Shrinking rivers, no rains
Prolonged lack of rainfall along with a
series of heatwaves from May has
contributed to the dry spell affecting
Europe, the observatory found. The
images of dry rivers in several parts of
Europe have sent a shocking reminder

throughout the globe of the pressing
need to address climate change. The
Tille River in France’s Lux has dried up
and is now covered with only white dust
and dead fish.
The shrinking of some of
Europe’s biggest rivers– Danube, Rhine
and Po– and dry reservoirs in Spain are
the telltale signs of Europe’s
unprecedented drought.As per National
Public Radio (NPR), western, central and
southern Europe have seen no significant
rainfall in the last two months.
Meteorologist Peter Hoffmann of the
Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact
Research in Berlin, attributed the current
crisis to “long periods of dry weather
caused by changes in world weather
systems”.Europe, which heavily relies
on its water bodies to transport cargo,
is witnessing disruptions as low water
levels have left ships unusable. As a
result of lesser shipping loads, the
transport of coal and oil has also had an
adverse impact. The yield of summer
crops including grain maize, soybeans,
and sunflowers has substantially
reduced owing to water and heat
stresses, says GDO.Power supply has
also been hit due to inadequate water
supply, which is a major requirement of
nuclear power plants that use it as a
coolant. As per Indian Express,
household energy prices in the UK are
expected to rise double by October from
April costs. Meanwhile, hydroelectric
power has reduced by a significant 20
per cent, says GDO report.
Some European countries have
also been forced to impose restrictions
on water usage because of the
unprecedented drought conditions. The
water levels have been so low in the
Po, Italy's longest river, that boats that

vanished long ago are making an
appearance. Research commissioner
Mariya Gabriel said the prevailing
heatwave and water shortages have
"created an unprecedented stress on
water levels in the entire EU". "We are
currently noticing a wildfire season
sensibly above the average and an
important impact on crops production.
Climate change is undoubtedly more
noticeable every year," she was quoted
as saying by BBC.No relief in sight The

dry spell in major parts of southern
England and Wales is likely to
continue for a while. The GDO warns
in its report, “Warmer and drier than
usual conditions are likely to occur in
the western Euro-Mediterranean region
in the coming months till November
2022.” As per BBC, experts have
projected that extreme weather
conditions are likely to reduce
harvests, which in turn will lead to higher
food prices.
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Six months of Putin’s war unravels
Russia’s superpower image
President Joe Biden said he would turn the ruble to “rubble.” In the Kremlin, meanwhile, Putin and his
closest advisers saw Ukraine as a nation divided with incompetent leaders that would lack the will to fight
Six months into President Vladimir
Putin’s invasion of Ukraine, the war has
upended fundamental assumptions
about Russia’s military and economy.
When the US warned of impending war
earlier this year, officials and analysts
in Washington and Europe alike
assumed Russia’s much larger and
better equipped military would quickly
dominate Ukraine’s forces. They also
believed Putin would find himself
constrained by a weak domestic
economy.
US Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Mark Milley even warned Congress that
Kyiv could fall within 72 hours of an
invasion being launched.President Joe
Biden said he would turn the ruble to
“rubble.” In the Kremlin, meanwhile,
Putin and his closest advisers saw
Ukraine as a nation divided with
incompetent leaders that would lack the
will to fight.
Yet those expectations have proved
drastically wrong.
What this eventually will mean as
Ukraine marks a half year of war and
continued independence is as uncertain
as the conflict’s outcome. What’s clear
is that rather than reassert Moscow as
a global military power as Putin hoped,
his decision to invade Ukraine has
launched a profound rethink of Russia’s
conventional capabilities. It also
prompted further expansion of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization, with
hitherto neutral Finland and Sweden
resolving to join the military alliance.
Russia “is not a peer military to the US”
or even smaller NATO forces, said
Phillips O’Brien, professor of strategic
studies at the University of St. Andrews
in Scotland. The war showed it “is not
able to run complex operations in the
way the British or French or Israelis can
do, so in those terms it isn’t even a
second tier military power.”Ukraine has
suffered extensive damage to
infrastructure, towns and cities and
heavy military casualties, while the
conflict has forced millions to flee the
country. Its economy is struggling.
Still, President Volodymyr Zelenskiy has
emerged as a defiant wartime leader able
to rally his nation to inflict huge losses
on Russia’s military, which was forced
to retreat from around the capital, Kyiv,
and regroup in the east.
Ukraine remains supported by supplies
of advanced US and European weapons,
even as it is yet to show it can mount a
successful large-scale counteroffensive
and its allies find themselves under
growing economic pressure.Asked by
the Swiss newspaper Blick this month
whether she feared Russia might target
NATO member Estonia next, Prime
Minister Kaja Kallas said she saw no

threat at her borders, despite Putin
name-checking the Estonian city of
Narva in a June speech where he
discussed the need to recover lost
Russian lands.
“The right question would be: Is it
NATO’s turn next?,” Kallas told Blick.
“Is Russia ready for this?”Forecasts of
Russia’s economic collapse have proved
just as wide of the mark, with gross

Korean War in the 1950s, with a
positional front developing. Even they,
however, thought Russia would be able
to take more territory east of the central
Dnipro river.
One reason for Russian under
performance is that only since the war
has it become clear its military was over
counting to hide its underinvestment in
personnel, according to Michael Kofman,

Ukraine remains supported by supplies of advanced US and
European weapons, even as it is yet to show it can mount a
successful large-scale counter offensive and its allies find
themselves under growing economic pressure
domestic product falling at a grim, but
less than catastrophic rate of 4% in the
second quarter, as rising energy prices
underpin budget revenue. As recently as
May, Russia’s own finance ministry
forecast a 12% contraction this year for
an economy weighed by a blizzard of
international sanctions.
While the US and its close allies have
imposed sanctions, many countries —
from China, to India and the Middle East
— have not, continuing to trade with
Moscow.
Russia has cut back on supplies of
natural gas to Europe, wielding an
unexpectedly potent economic weapon
of its own. Though preparations have
been made to mitigate the impact of
further Russian supply cuts, officials from
Finland to Germany in recent days
warned citizens to prepare for
hardship.The next “5 to 10 winters will
be difficult,” Belgian Prime Minister
Alexander De Croo said on Monday, as
European natural gas prices rose to
about 15 times their summer average.
O’Brien was among the few Western
defense analysts to predict a quagmire
for Putin in Ukraine even before the war,
and events since have only deepened his
skepticism of the quality of Russian
equipment,
training
and
command.Russia failed to find a
response to just 20 long range HIMARS
rocket systems, a 1980s US technology
that Ukrainian troops are using to
destroy ammunition dumps and logistics
systems deep behind Russian lines,
O’Brien said. “The US has 540 of them.
Russia isn’t even in the same league.”
Inside and outside the government, some
Russian policy makers and advisers say
they were well aware of the military’s
weaknesses — and the challenges it
would face in Ukraine — before Putin
launched his Feb. 24 “special military
operation.” That’s why so many refused
right to the end to believe he would pull
the trigger.One person close to the
Russian defense establishment said the
view was any invasion would be like the

director of Russia Studies at CNA, a
Washington think tank.
As Russia gathered troops around
Ukraine for the invasion, estimates for
the scale of the force were based on a
count of so-called Battalion Tactical
Groups, or BTGs — maneuverable units
with their own artillery, air defense,
logistics and about 50 tanks and
armored vehicles — assumed to include
700-900 troops each. That suggested an
invasion force of about 150,000.
In reality, the average BTG had 600
personnel or fewer, and the total force

may have included just 90,000 regular
Russian troops, Kofman said in a recent
pod cast with West Point’s Modern War
Institute. With the bulk of personnel cuts
coming to infantry, “they were essentially
going to war and there was nobody in
the vehicles.”
That had a huge impact on the war,
explaining Russian difficulties in getting
off roads, engaging effectively in urban
warfare and taking territory, according to
Kofman. Still, he remains cautious about
drawing conclusions, recalling the
difficulties encountered by the US
against vastly inferior militaries in
Afghanistan and Iraq. Under performance
of the Russian air force and air defenses
has also led to questions over the quality
of the equipment itself, as well as the
training of Russian pilots and soldiers
that operate them.
Russia’s
ability
to
produce
technologically advanced weapons is
likely to be further eroded as sanctions
hamper imports. A study of Russian
equipment captured or destroyed on
Ukraine’s battlefields found 450 foreignmade components in 27 Russian critical
arms systems, including drones,
missiles
and
communications
equipment.
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Why fisherfolk in Kerala are protesting
Adani’s under-construction Vizhinjam port
The Kerala government’s attempts at placating the angry fishing community at Vizhinjam in
Thiruvananthapuram and quelling the widespread protests against the under-construction
Vizhinjam seaport have failed so far. A look at why the fisherfolk have dug in their heels

The week-long ongoing protests against
the construction of the Adani Group’s
Vizhinjam International Transhipment
Deepwater Multipurpose Seaport in
Kerala’s capital Thiruvananthapuram
intensified on Monday (August 22), with
fisherfolk laying siege to the port from
the sea and land.
The fishing community under the
leadership of the Catholic Archdiocese
of Thiruvananthapuram has said the
protests will continue until all their
demands are met. At talks between
Fisheries Minister V Abdurahiman and
representatives of the archdiocese on
August 19, the government agreed to
most of the fisherfolk’s demands, but no
breakthrough was achieved.On Tuesday
(August 23), Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan told the Assembly that the
protest in some areas seemed
“orchestrated”. The government, he said,
was ready for talks, and wanted to resolve
the concerns faced by the fishing
community — however, it could not agree
to halting the project.The biggest demand
of the protesters is that the construction
of the Rs 7,525-crore deepwater port and
container transhipment terminal at
Vizhinjam on the outskirts of
Thiruvananthapuram should be stopped
and a proper environmental impact study
should be carried out.
The community has also put forward six
other demands: (i) rehabilitation of
families who lost their homes to sea
erosion, (ii) effective steps to mitigate
coastal erosion, (iii) financial assistance
to fisherfolk on days weather warnings
are issued, (iv) compensation to families
of those who lose their lives in fishing
accidents, (v) subsidised kerosene, and
(vi) a mechanism to dredge the
Muthalappozhi fishing harbour in
Anchuthengu in Thiruvananthapuram
district.

The government has conceded all
demands except providing a kerosene
subsidy, and halting the construction of
the port. It has agreed to find
accommodation for relocated families
before Onam (which begins at the end of
this month).Rethin Pulluvila, a
representative of Pulluvila ward and a

back more vigorously in case of any
untoward incident in the future,” he said.
He also said the government may not
finally implement some of the things that
it concedes in discussions. “So we will
stop the protest only after their offer is
implemented.”
Pulluvila said that since construction

The Adani Group cited several reasons for the delay, from the
2017 Ockhi cyclone to the Covid-19 pandemic. The company
also faced a shortage of granite boulders to build the 3.1-km
breakwater, only 1 km of which has been built so far
member of the coastal community, said
they have been raising these demands
for long. “We had protested outside the
secretariat, but did not get a response,”
he said, adding the protests would
continue until all demands were met and
implemented.
A J Vijayan, a member of the Coastal
Area Protection Forum who has been
opposing the project from the beginning,
said the protests were widening as
awareness among the fishing community
increased, and they experienced the
impact of the project on their day-to-day
life.More than 100 families lost their
homes to coastal erosion last year, but
there is no official data on the relocated
families except for some church records,
Vijayan said. He claimed around 300
families were living in schools and camps,
and many others were staying in rented
accommodation or with relatives.The
fisherfolk also fear that the proximity of
the port to the fishing harbour will impact
the tranquillity of the sea and fishing.
There are apprehensions that the
proposed shipping channel will lead to
loss of livelihoods.
Vijayan said that even if the church pulls
out of the protest, the fisherfolk would
not. “Even if they stop now, they will come

began, fisherfolk have had to travel deep
into the sea for catch, and this has
increased fuel costs. Since the
government has eliminated the subsidy
on kerosene, their pockets are being
directly hit.
Delays; contested studies
As per the initial agreement, the project
was supposed to be operational by 2019.
The Adani Group cited several reasons
for the delay, from the 2017 Ockhi cyclone
to the Covid-19 pandemic. The company
also faced a shortage of granite boulders
to build the 3.1-km breakwater, only 1
km of which has been built so far. State
Minister for Ports Ahammad Devarkovil
said last year that the project was now
expected to be completed by 2023.
Vijayan said fisherfolk were also provoked
by the central government’s annual
shoreline studies that concluded work on
the port did not lead to increased coastal
erosion, even though the impact was
clearly visible.
In 2019, the National Institute of Ocean
Technology, Chennai, said in its Annual
Shoreline Monitoring report that erosion
spots
such
as
Valliyathura,
Shangumugham, and Punthura had
remained unchanged since the
construction of the port began in 2015.

The 2021 edition of the study noted
erosion at Pulluvila (500 m), Mullur (290
m), Kochuveli (250 m), Punthura (150 m),
Cheriyathura (120 m), Shangumugham
(100m), and Valliyathura (50m), but
concluded that the port activity had less
impact than high wave activities and
cyclones in the Arabian Sea.
Question of viability
Then Chief Minister Oommen Chandy laid
the foundation stone of the Rs 7,525 crore
port being built under a Public Private
Partnership (PPP) model with Adani
Ports Private Limited, in December 2015.
The port will have 30 berths, and will be
able to handle giant “megamax” container
ships. The Adani Group has said the
ultramodern port, located close to major
international shipping routes, will boost
India’s economy. The port is expected
to compete with Colombo, Singapore,
and Dubai for a share of trans-shipment
traffic.The report of the Comptroller and
Auditor General of India, tabled in the
Kerala assembly in 2017, had said the
conditions of the concession
agreement were not favourable to the
state government. “Out of a total
project cost of Rs 7,525 crore, the
Adani Group needs to invest only Rs
2,454 crore. The rest of the cost would
be borne by the state and the central
governments,” it had said.
The CAG had said that the standard
concession period for PPP projects
was 30 years, but the Vizhinjam
project concessionaire had been
given an extra 10 years, which would
allow it to reap an additional revenue
of Rs 29,127 crore.
According to Vijayan, the project would
put the government in a “debt trap”, and
could meet a fate similar to that of the
Vallarpadam Terminal in Kochi, which has
failed to make a profit more than a decade
after it was opened.
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Why the Lumpy Skin Disease
continues to spread among cattle
Since the first LSD case was reported on April 23 in Kutch, the disease has spread to 26 of Gujarat’s 33 districts and has
claimed more than 4,000 cattle heads. Why is the infection spreading and what is being done to tackle it? We explain
Several states, including Gujarat
and Rajasthan, have been battling
the outbreak of Lumpy Skin
Disease (LSD), a viral infection of
cattle. Since the first LSD case
was reported on April 23 this year
in Kutch, the disease has spread
to 26 of Gujarat’s 33 districts and
has claimed more than 4,000
cattle heads. In Rajasthan, around
27,000 cattle heads have
reportedly succumbed to the virus.
Since 2019, outbreaks of the
disease have been reported in 20
states of India.
The LSD virus
LSD is caused by the lumpy skin
disease virus (LSDV), which is a
virus of the capripoxvirus genus in
the poxviridae family. Sheeppox
virus and goatpox virus are the
other members of the genus
capripoxvirus. The LSDV mainly
affects cattle — cow and its
progeny, and the Asian water
buffaloes. According to a 2021
report of the Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO) of the United
Nations, LSD outbreaks occur in
epidemics several years apart. As
per the report, the existence of a
specific reservoir for the virus is not
known, nor is it known as to how
and where the virus survives
between epidemics. Prevalence
According to the FAO report, LSD
was long restricted to sub-Saharan
Africa. However, over the past
decade, it spread to the Middle
East and Turkey. From 2015
onward, it has impacted the
Balkan (southeast Europe)
countries, Caucus (eastern
Europe) and Russia. LSD entered
India, Bangladesh and China in
July 2019. Since then, outbreaks
of the disease have been reported
from 20 Indian states – Assam,
Andhra
Pradesh,
Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat,
Haryana, Jharkhand, Karnataka,
Kerala, Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Manipur, Odisha, Tamil
Nadu, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh
and West Bengal.
Outbreaks in Gujarat
There were small outbreaks in
Kheda, Anand in 2020 and 2021,
but the state government managed
to control them. The state animal
husbandry department treated
infected cattle and gave goat pox
vaccine to healthy animals in
peripheral areas and no casualty
were reported back then. However,
in 2022, since the first case was
reported from Kaiyari, a village on
the Indo-Pak border in Lakhpat
taluka of Kutch on April 23, the

LSD has virtually swept the entire system of an animal and causes accumulation of excess fluid in
state, infecting cattle of all breeds vasculitis or inflammation of blood body tissues) in brisket and in turn,
with buffaloes remaining safe vessels and lesions in various the disease becomes worse.
largely. As of August 23, the organs like liver, lungs, spleen, Risk to indigenous breeds
number of officially reported cases lymph nodes etc, says Prof RM As per the 2019 Livestock census,
stood at 1.11 lakh and 4281 Patel, head of the department of total bovine population of Gujarat
deaths. Thus, the fatality rate is medicine in College of Veterinary is 2.60 crore, including 1.49 crore
around 4 percent.
Science and Animal Husbandry cattle (1.14 crore of indigeneous
However, government officers (CVSAS), Dantiwada, an affiliate breeds and 35.19 lakh exotic) and
concede actual figures of college of state government-run 1.10 crore buffaloes. So, the
infections and
deaths could be
As of August 23, 2022, the government had
higher as not
vaccinated 47.53 lakh cattle heads and around 87,000
every
dairy
cattle heads have already recovered from LSD
farmer or cattleherder
is
reporting infections among his herd Kamdhenu University (KU). In turn, majority are of indigenous breeds
and in some cases, prefer to it causes epidermis, making the like Kankrej, Gir, Sahiwal, etc. but
contact private veterinarians for outer surface of the skin to get the state also has a sizable
treating their cattle instead of separated from dermis – the inner population of exotic/crossbred
seeking government help via layer of the skin. This, in turn, leads Jersey and HF cows. Kankrej, the
helpline No. 1962. Gujarat to formation of lumps or nodules coveted indigenous cattle breed of
government officers claim the on an animal’s body. Fever, Gujarat known for being resistant
infectious disease entered the increased mucus secretion, loss to diseases and parasites, has
state from Rajasthan where the of appetite etc are among other been the worst hit by LSD.
number of cases reportedly stands symptoms.
However, Prof DV Joshi, dean of
at 11 lakh and casualty 27,000. How does it lead to death
CVSAH, Dantiwda says that it
How it spreads
Prof Patel’s team has conducted could be due to the larger
The LSDV spreads through blood- post-mortem on eight carcasses population size of this breed in the
sucking vectors like ticks and in Kutch and Banaskantha and state. LSD infection has spread
mites like houseflies, mosquitoes, found that the virus had caused among Gir, another important cattle
etc. It also spreads through necrotic vasculitis or death of living breed in Junagadh, Amreli,
contaminated water, fodder and tissues in local areas and fibrosis Jamnagar among other places.
feed. Mosquito and housefly in various organs of infected cattle. Prof Joshi says the higher
infestations remain at their peak Such a situation leads to failure of mortality rates among these
during the monsoon, and veterinary various organs, and eventually breeds could be due to genetic or
scientists and government officers death. Also, the nodules may hereditary susceptibility.
blame a very wet July for the rapid burst due to outer pressure or Government response
spread of the infection in Gujarat friction as skin covering such The state government has been
this year.
nodules is very thin. Such open ring-vaccinating healthy cattle
Scientists have been advising wounds make animals susceptible heads in the five-km radius of an
isolation of infected animals from to secondary – bacterial and outbreak by administering them
the healthy ones in an attempt to protozoal – infections and goat pox vaccine. Officers say
contain the spread of the virus. development of magots and can LSD being a viral disease, there is
However, there is a problem of feral prove fatal. Animals may also no specific cure once an animal
cattle in Gujarat — the state where develop bronchopneumonia, contracts the virus and therefore
cow slaughter is prohibited — and impairing their respiratory system. vaccination is the most effective
scientists say these free-ranging Prof Patel says the animal falls in tool. As of August 23, the
cattle could also be a reason for a vicious cycle as it loses stamina government had vaccinated 47.53
rapid spread of LSD.
due to loss apatite and due to lakh cattle heads and around
LSDV attacks the circulatory edema (swelling caused by 87,000 cattle heads have already

recovered from LSD. Animal
husbandry department has been
providing free treatment to infected
cattle and has been appealing to
dairy farmers and cattle-herders to
contact it via its helpline number
1962.
Veterinarians
are
also
administering drugs to alleviate
symptoms of LSD in cattle. The
government has facilitated setting
up isolation centres for feral cattle
in urban areas while prohibiting
cattle fairs and exhibitions and
transportation of cattle in the
affected areas. On August 3, the
government also set up a sevenmember task force headed by
Kamdhenu University (KU)vicechancellor Prof Naresh Kelawala.
Why the infection continues to
spread
Prof Kelawala says the taskforce
has been focusing on why there
were no casualties in the previous
outbreaks in the state and why the
mortality rate is high in the current
wave.
“We have visited Kutch, Jamnagar,
Devbhumi Dwarka and other
places, collected samples of
infected animals and sent them to
Gujarat Biotechnology Research
Centre (GBRC) for genome
sequencing of the virus to ascertain
if there is a new mutant of LSDV
at play,” Prof Kelawala said. He
added that another reason could
be the interplay between LSDV’s
incubation period of around eight
to 10 days when animals do not
display any symptoms and around
three-weeks’ time that the vaccine
takes to give protection to a cattle.
According to him, it takes around
21 days post the administration of
vaccine dose to achieve immunity.
Economic impact
In cases of aggravated symptoms,
cows stop producing milk and
pregnant cows suffer miscarriages.
Valamji Humbal, vice-chairman
of Gujarat Cooperative Milk
Marketing
Federation
(GCMMF), that markets dairy
products under brand name
Amul, concedes their cow milk
collection has gone down. He
says that in August, it had
reduced by around five percent
in Kutch, the worst affected
district. Amul also raised prices
of milk on August 17, but Humbal
denies that LSD is the reason.
Besides, Kankrej bullocks are a
prized breed among farmers and
loss of any bullock in the mid of
Kharif season can affect
agricultural yields indirectly.
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What are flash floods and why they may increase in the next few years
Excessive or continuous rainfall over a period of days, or during particular seasons can lead to stagnation of
water and cause flooding. Flash floods refer to such a situation, but occurring in a much shorter span of time
Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Jai Ram
Thakur on Saturday (August 20) expressed
concern over the loss of life and property
due to torrential rains and flash floods in
various parts of Himachal Pradesh, in
which 21 people were feared dead.
Teams of the National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) and state forces have been
rushed to the spots to undertake relief and
rescue operations where people have
reportedly been stuck under the debris,
he added. We explain what flash floods
are, and why they are here to
stay.Excessive or continuous rainfall over
a period of days, or during particular
seasons can lead to stagnation of water
and cause flooding. Flash floods refer to
such a situation, but occurring in a much
shorter span of time. For instance, the
US’s meteorological agency, the National
Weather Service, says flash floods are
caused when rainfall creates flooding in
less than 6 hours. It adds that flash floods
can also be caused by factors apart from
rainfall, like when water goes beyond the
levels of a dam.
In India, flash floods are often associated
with cloudbursts – sudden, intense rainfall

in a short period of time. Himalayan states
further face the challenge of overflowing
glacial lakes, formed due to the melting of
glaciers, and their
numbers have been
increasing in the last
few years.
Flash
flooding
commonly happens
more where rivers are
narrow and steep, so
they flow more quickly,
as per the Met Office,
UK’s national weather
service. They can occur
in urban areas located
near small rivers, since
hard surfaces such as
roads and concrete do not allow the water
to absorb into the ground.
How common are flash floods and
floods?
According to government data from a
project by the Assam State Disaster
Management Authority, India is the worst
flood-affected country in the world after
Bangladesh and accounts for one-fifth of
the global death count due to floods. Flash

floods have been commonly witnessed in a heavy discharge during these months.
cities like Chennai and Mumbai. About 40 million hectares of land in the
Depression and cyclonic storms in the country are liable to floods according to
the National Flood Commission, and an
average of 18.6 million hectares of land
are affected annually. Flash floods may in
the future, begin to take place after
wildfires that have been taking place more
frequently. This is because wildfires
destroy forests and other vegetation,
which in turn weakens the soil and makes
it less permeable for water to seep
through. Andrew Hoell, a meteorologist at
the US’s National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s Physical
Sciences Lab, told the New York Times,
“If heavy rains occur on land damaged by
a fire, the water does not get absorbed by
coastal areas of Orissa, West Bengal, the land surface as effectively as it once
Andhra Pradesh, and others also cause did”.Indian glaciologist Syed Iqbal
flash floods. Further, data from the National Hasnain, writing in The Indian Express,
Disaster Management Authority states said one way of dealing with the current
that one of the reasons for flood situations situation is a comprehensive strategy of
occurring so frequently, is that nearly 75 monitoring on the ground in hilly areas,
per cent of the total Indian rainfall is planning development works in a way that
concentrated over a short monsoon is sensitive to the region’s ecology, and
season of four months (June to mitigation to reduce the extent of
September). As a result, the rivers witness damages.

CBDC, the ‘digital rupee’ that RBI could
introduce this year, and how it will help
According to the RBI, “CBDC is the legal tender issued by a central bank in a digital form. It is
the same as a fiat currency and is exchangeable one-to-one with the fiat currency"
Reports on Monday (August 22) said
the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI)
digital rupee — the Central Bank
Digital Currency (CBDC) — may be
introduced in phases beginning with
wholesale businesses in the current
financial year.
In her Budget speech on February 1,
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
had said that the central bank would
launch the CBDC in the financial year
2022-23. RBI, which has repeatedly
voiced its opposition to private digital
currencies, had proposed to the
government in October last year to
widen the scope of the paper rupee to
include currency in a digital form.
What is Central Bank Digital Currency
(CBDC)?
According to the RBI, “CBDC is the
legal tender issued by a central bank
in a digital form. It is the same as a
fiat currency and is exchangeable oneto-one with the fiat currency. Only its
form is different.” The digital fiat
currency or CBDC can be transacted
using wallets backed by blockchain.

Though the concept of CBDCs was
directly inspired by Bitcoin, it is
different from decentralised virtual
currencies and crypto assets, which
are not issued by the state and lack
the ‘legal tender’ status. CBDCs
enable the user to
conduct
both
domestic and crossborder transactions
which do not require
a third party or a
bank.
How will CBDC
help?
Minister of State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary had told Lok Sabha last
year: “Introduction of CBDC has the
potential to provide significant
benefits,
such
as
reduced
dependency on cash, higher
seigniorage due to lower transaction
costs, reduced settlement risk.
Introduction of CBDC would also
possibly lead to a more robust,
efficient, trusted, regulated and legal
tender-based payments option.”

He had added, however, that “There
are also associated risks which need
to be carefully evaluated against the
potential benefits.”
Chaudhary announced that RBI had
proposed amendments to the Reserve

Bank of India Act, 1934, which would
enable it to launch a CBDC. The
government had been planning at the
time to introduce a Bill in Parliament
that would prohibit “all private
cryptocurrencies in India” with “certain
exceptions”.
“Government has received a proposal
from Reserve Bank of India in October
2021 for amendment to the Reserve
Bank of India Act, 1934 to enhance
the scope of the definition of ‘bank

note’ to include currency in digital
form. RBI has been examining use
cases and working out a phased
implementation
strategy
for
introduction of CBDC with little or no
disruption,” Chaudhary told Lok
Sabha.
RBI has repeatedly flagged concerns
over money laundering, terror
financing, tax evasion, etc with private
cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin, Ether,
etc. Introducing its own CBDC has
been seen as a way to bridge the
advantages and risks of digital
currency.
What will the introduction of the digital
rupee change for citizens?
There are several models proposed by
technology experts and evangelists on
how the digital rupee could be
transacted, and the formal
announcement by the RBI will likely
provide the details. One chief
difference could be that a digital rupee
transaction would be instantaneous
as opposed to the current digital
payment experience.
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Monkeypox antiviral drug put to the test in trial

(News Agency) The Oxford
University team credited with
finding effective drugs to treat
Covid are trialling an antiviral
called tecovirimat to aid
monkeypox recovery. More than
3,000 people in the UK have
caught the monkeypox virus in
recent months, with more cases
anticipated. The virus, which is
spreading rapidly in other

countries as well, has been
declared a global health
emergency. The infection
typically gets better on its own,
but recovery can take weeks and
there
can
be
serious
complications. “The aim is to find
a treatment that can help people
get better quicker and get out of
quarantine,” said Professor Sir
Peter Horby, one of the

PLATINUM trial researchers at
the University of Oxford. Around
500 patients will take part in the
trial. Some will be treated twicedaily with tecovirimat tablets
while they recuperate from the
virus in their own home; others
will receive a placebo - or dummy
treatment - instead.By comparing
the two groups of volunteers, the
researchers hope to have the
results for the drug trial within
months.Tecovirimat - also known
as Tpoxx - prevents the virus from
leaving infected cells, stopping its
spread within the body. It was
licensed earlier this year for
monkeypox, based on promising
results from initial studies in
animals and evidence of safety in
healthy human volunteers.
What is monkeypox?
It is caused by the monkeypox
virus, a member of the same family

of viruses as smallpox, although
much less severe. Infections are
usually mild and the risk to the
general population low. However,
the UK government has bought
stocks of smallpox vaccine to try
to halt its spread. The virus can be
spread when someone is in close
contact with an infected person.
It has not previously been
described as a sexuallytransmitted infection, but it can
be passed on by close contact.
Anyone with the virus should abstain
from sex while they have
symptoms.Harun Tulunay, 35, from
London, was hospitalised with a
severe case of monkeypox which
included a large lesion on his nose.
He was treated with tecovirimat.
“When you are really sick and in pain,
you are ready to try anything - but you
do want to know if it is going to work or
not,” he said. “I still wanted to take

it. And for the first time, my health
improved and I started to feel better.
“I don’t want anyone else to become
as severely sick as I was. “This
study will help patients who are not
in hospital to understand how
tecovirimat works, what they can
expect, and the time frame of the
recovery process. “Knowing
whether there is an effective
treatment may also help to reduce
any anxiety around monkeypox,”
he added. Minister for Public Health
Maggie Throup said: “This
government-funded study is an
important step to finding a
treatment which can help speed up
the recovery of those who have
monkeypox. She added: ‘Vaccines
remain our best defence against the
spread of monkeypox - we urge all
those eligible to come forward
when contacted, and report any
symptoms to NHS 111.”

Almost half of cancer deaths globally are attributable
to preventable risk factors, new study suggests
(News Agency) Globally, nearly half of
deaths due to cancer can be attributable
to preventable risk factors, including the
three leading risks of: smoking, drinking
too much alcohol or having a high body
mass index, a new paper suggests.
The research, published Thursday in the
journal The Lancet, finds that 44.4% of
all cancer deaths and 42% of healthy
years lost could be attributable to
preventable risk factors in 2019."To our
knowledge, this study represents the
largest effort to date to determine the
global burden of cancer attributable to
risk factors, and it contributes to a
growing body of evidence aimed at
estimating the risk-attributable burden
for specific cancers nationally,
internationally, and globally," Dr. Chris
Murray, director of the Institute for Health
Metrics and Evaluation at the University
of Washington, and his colleagues wrote
in the study.The paper, funded by the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation,
analyzed the relationship between risk
factors and cancer, the second leading
cause of death worldwide, using data
from the Institute for Health Metrics and
Evaluation's Global Burden of Disease
project.
The project collects and analyzes global
data on deaths and disability. Murray
and his colleagues zeroed in on cancer
deaths and disability from 2010 to 2019
across 204 countries, examining 23
cancer types and 34 risk factors.The
leading cancers in terms of riskattributable deaths globally in 2019 was
tracheal, bronchus and lung cancer for
both men and women, the researchers

found. The data also showed that riskattributable cancer deaths are on the
rise, increasing worldwide by 20.4%
from 2010 to 2019. Globally, in 2019,
the leading five regions in terms of riskattributable death rates were central
Europe, east Asia, North America,
southern Latin America and western
Europe. "These findings highlight that
a substantial proportion of cancer
burden globally has potential for
prevention through interventions aimed
at reducing exposure to known cancer
risk factors but also that a large
proportion of cancer burden might not
be avoidable through control of the risk
factors currently estimated," the
researchers wrote. "Thus, cancer risk
reduction efforts must be coupled with
comprehensive cancer control strategies
that include efforts to support early
diagnosis and effective treatment."The
new study "clearly delineates" the
importance of primary cancer prevention
and "the increasing cancer numbers
related to obesity clearly demands our

attention," Dr. William Dahut, chief
scientific officer for the American Cancer
Society, who was not involved in the new
study, wrote in an email to CNN.
"Modifying behavior could lead to
millions more lives saved greatly
overshadowing the impact of any drug
ever approved," he wrote, adding, "The
continued impact of tobacco despite
approximately 65 years of a linkage to
cancer remains very problematic."
Although tobacco use in the United
States is less than in other countries,
tobacco-related cancer deaths continue
to be a major problem and
disproportionately impact certain states,
Dahut wrote.A separate study, published
earlier this month in the International
Journal of Cancer, found that the
estimated proportion of cancer deaths
in 2019 attributable to cigarette smoking
in adults ages 25 to 79 ranged from
16.5% in Utah to 37.8% in Kentucky.
The estimated total lost earnings due
to cigarette smoking-attributable cancer
deaths ranged from $32.2 million in

Wyoming to $1.6 billion in California.
"In addition, it is no secret that alcohol
use as well as the dramatic increase in
the median BMI will lead to significant
numbers of preventable cancer deaths,"
Dahut added. "Finally, cancer screening
is particularly important in those at
increased risk as we move to a world
where screening is precision based and
adaptable." In an editorial that was
published alongside the new study in
The Lancet, Dr. Diana Sarfati and Jason
Gurney of Te Aho o Te Kahu Cancer
Control Agency in New Zealand wrote
that preventable risk factors associated
with cancer tend to be patterned
according to poverty."Poverty influences
the environments in which people live,
and those environments shape the
lifestyle decisions that people are able
to make. Action to prevent cancer
requires concerted effort within and
outside the health sector. This action
includes specific policies focused on
reducing exposure to cancer-causing
risk factors, such as tobacco and
alcohol use, and access to vaccinations
that prevent cancer-causing infections,
including hepatitis B and HPV," Sarfati
and Gurney wrote. "The primary
prevention of cancer through eradication
or mitigation of modifiable risk factors
is our best hope of reducing the future
burden of cancer," they wrote. "Reducing
this burden will improve health and
wellbeing, and alleviate the
compounding effects on humans and
the fiscal resourcing pressure within
cancer services and the wider health
sector.]
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Up to 90 per cent of marine species can go
extinct due to greenhouse gas emissions
(SAI Bureau) Climate change and global warming
are indeed detrimental to the well-being of our
planet but just how dangerous can it be for the
life has been thrown light upon by a scientific
study. Researchers from Bedford Institute of
Oceanography in Nova Scotia have concluded
that if emission of greenhouse gases continue
with ‘business as usual’ approach, nearly all
marine species would face risk of extinction by
the end of 21st century.
For this study, the researchers studied threat
faced by nearly 25,000 marine species. They
found that almost 90 per cent of these species
will be at risk of extinction by the end of this
century. The species that the researchers studied
included plants, animals, bacteria, protozoans

and chromists.Daniel Boyce, an ecologist at the
Bedford Institute of Oceanography, and author of
the study said that the findings are “quite startling
and very sobering”. He was quoted by ABC News.
“I’d like to think that that’s an implausible
scenario,” Boyce said. “But nonetheless, it is the
worst-case scenario. And when we evaluated that
scenario, we found that there was a very grim
picture for the climate risk for marine
species.”Such a large percentage of marine life
facing extinction may create huge problems for
the global ecosystem.
It is well known that food chains and food webs
are interconnected across the biosphere on Earth.
A tectonic shift, such as predicted by the study
may surely spell trouble for all life on the planet.

China to generate artificial rain to protect grain crop from drought
The hottest, driest summer since the government began recording rainfall and temperature
61 years ago has wilted crops and left reservoirs at half their normal water level
(SAI Bureau) China says it will
try to protect its grain harvest
from record-setting drought by
using chemicals to generate rain,
while factories in the southwest
waited Sunday to see whether
they would be shut down for
another week due to shortages
of
water
to
generate
hydropower.The hottest, driest
summer since the government
began recording rainfall and
temperature 61 years ago has
wilted crops and left reservoirs at
half their normal water level.
Factories in Sichuan province
were shut down last week to
save power for homes as air
conditioning demand surged,
with temperatures as high as 45
degrees Celsius (113 degrees
Fahrenheit). The coming 10 days
are a “key period of damage
resistance” for southern China’s
rice crop, said Agriculture
Minister Tang Renjian, according
to the newspaper Global Times.
Authorities will take emergency
steps to “ensure the autumn
grain harvest,” which is 75% of
China’s annual total, Tang said
Friday, according to the report.
Authorities will “try to increase
rain” by seeding clouds with
chemicals and spraying crops
with a “water retaining agent” to
limit evaporation, Tang’s ministry
said on its website. It gave no
details of where that would be
done.
The disruption adds to
challenges for the ruling

Communist Party, which is trying
to shore up sagging economic
growth before a meeting in
October or November when
President Xi Jinping is expected
to try to award himself a third fiveyear term as leader.A smaller
Chinese grain harvest would have
a potential global impact. It would
boost demand for imports,
adding to upward pressure on
inflation in the United States and
Europe that is running at multidecade highs.Also Sunday,
thousands of factories in
Sichuan province that make
solar panels, processor chips and
other industrial goods waited for
word on whether last week’s sixday shutdown would be
extended.
A document that circulated on
social media and said it was from
the Sichuan Economic and
Information Industry Department
said the closure would be
extended through Thursday, but
there was no official confirmation.
Phone calls to the economic
agency
and
provincial
government weren’t answered. A
woman who answered the phone
at the Sichuan branch of the
government-owned power utility
State Grid Ltd. said she had seen
no notice about extending the
shutdown. She wouldn’t give her
name.
The governments of Sichuan and
neighboring Hubei province say
thousands of hectares (acres) of
crops are a total loss and

millions have been damaged.
Hubei’s government declared a
drought emergency Saturday
and said it would release disaster
aid. The Sichuan government
said 819,000 people face a
shortage of drinking water.
Sichuan has been hardest hit by
drought because it gets 80% of
its power from hydroelectric
dams. The provincial government
says reservoirs are at half of
normal water levels. It earlier
called on manufacturers to “leave
power for the people.” Offices and
shopping malls in Sichuan were
ordered to turn off lights and airconditioning. The subway in
Chengdu, the provincial capital,

said it turned off thousands of
lights in stations. Meanwhile,
other areas have suffered deadly
flash floods. Flooding in the
northwestern province of Qinghai
killed at least 26 people and left
five missing, state television

reported Sunday, citing local
authorities. Mudslides and
overflowing rivers late Thursday
hit six villages in Datong county,
according to earlier news reports.
Some 1,500 people were forced
out of their homes.

What is implosion, the demolition method by
which Supertech towers will be brought down
(News Agency) As 3,500-kilogram explosives
arrive in the city, the work to bring down the
Supertech twin towers is going on in full swing.
Demolition experts are working alongside
engineers to tactfully demolish the illegal
structures that stand tall nearly 100 meters from
the ground. The demolition is scheduled for August
28. Edifice Engineering along with South Africa's
Jet Demolition are drilling holes in the building to
reduce it into a pile of debris after the Supreme
Court's directions. The company was selected
jointly by Noida and the Central Building Research
Institute, Roorkee. Razing a multi-storied building
from the ground up is not an easy job and it requires
precision planning, that takes in information to
avoid every chance of collateral damage to nearby
properties and people. Demolition experts will
employ the method of implosion to swiftly crush
the building onto itself.Implosion is one of the
many methods employed by demolition experts

to rage a building, structure, or construction. It is
employed when you want the structure to collapse
inwards and onto itself. While it requires
explosives and detonators, it's not simply just
setting the charge and punching the detonator
triggering a blast.It also relies on gravity for the
building to collapse in a pre-determined pattern.
For it to happen, engineers will have to tactfully
remove the supporting structure of a building at a
certain point that brings it down upon itself. To do
so, explosives are drilled into key components of
the building that support the structure at different
levels from bottom to top.The support structures
include columns, beams, and slabs that hold the
building in its entirety. The explosives are then
detonated on the lower level and, in a step-bystep manner, the charges go off from the bottom
to the top. This sequential order of detonation
results in the building collapsing on its own
footprint or along a predetermined path.
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Winter is over: Sun rises in Antarctica after four months of darkness
Antarctica woke up to a sunrise after four months of pitch black darkness as the sun remained hidden
(News Agency) A f t e r
four
months of darkness, the sun
is finally out over the frigid
w o r l d o f A n ta r c t i c a . T h e
European Space Agency (ESA)
announced the Sun's arrival as
the 12-member crew of the
Concordia research station
woke up to a bright morning on
the southern extreme of the
world. T h e A n ta r c t i c l o n g
night began in May this year
as the Sun set for four
months, which is normally
considered a goldmine for
space research while living
on Earth. With the Sun, now
out, a new batch of
researchers will pour into the
station that has remained
functioning through the
winter.
ESA released a picture of
the sun rising above the
horizon captured by medical
doctor Hannes Hagson on
August 5, who said, "Time

here has the strange quality
of both passing really
quickly and very slowly at
the same time, and in just
two days we expect the
return of the sun to grace us
here at 75 degrees south!
The returning daylight
certainly has us all cheered
up and starting to sense the
beginning of the final part of
this adventure.”The crew
living
in
the
frigid

environment braced for
extreme temperatures that fell
down to 80 degrees Celsius
under a pitch-black sky. The
crew has been busy conducting
biomedical research, gathering
data from crew urine, stool, and
blood samples, as well as
cognitive and psychological
measures
through
questionnaires to study the
effects of isolated, confined,
and extreme environments

o n t h e h u m a n b o d y. T h e
r e s e a r c h w i l l p ave the way
and provide new insights that
could help astronauts, who
will go on long-haul journeys
through space as Nasa
begins missions to the Moon
and plans to launch to Mars
in the future.The crew will
begin to prepare t h e b a s e
for the summer campaign
in October as they
welcome 40 researchers

t o t h e base. Located 3233
m above sea level, the
Italian-French
outpost
Concordia is a goldmine of
research.
While the world experiences
four major seasons, Antarctica
has just two - summers and
winters - as it remains covered
in thick ice. The region has six
months of daylight in its
summer and six months of
darkness in its winter. Seasons
on Earth are caused by the tilt
of the planet's axis in relation
to the sun and as the Earth
orbits the sun, different parts
of the planet are exposed to
direct sunlight. According to
Nasa,
during
s u m m e r,
Antarctica is on the side of
Earth tilted toward the sun and
is in constant sunlight. In the
winter, Antarctica is on the side
of Earth tilted away from the
sun, causing the continent to
be dark.

Scientists have for the first time Vitamin D may help in treating
named a heatwave. They call it Joe depression, hints a study
A warm summer combined with a hot air front from North
Africa sent temperatures soaring across Spain in July
(SAI Bureau) As the world reels under the
impact of climate change and heatwaves wreak
havoc in several countries, leading to wildfires,
drying up of rivers, and unpredictable droughts,
scientists have for the first time given it a name.
Just as cyclones have
a name, the Spanish
heatwave has been
named Joe.The name
has been bestowed to
tie meteorological
forecasts to health
impacts under a pilot
project by proMETEO
that was officially
launched a few months back to classify
heatwaves, as they become more intense and
more frequent the world over.
Warm summer combined with a hot air front
from North Africa have sent temperatures
soaring across Spain in July this year, with
the highest recorded temperature climbing up
to 43 degrees Celcius near Seville in southern
Spain and in Badajoz, towards the west of the
country.Scientists have named this heat spell
'Joe' under the pilot program that has been
launched to test the feasibility of implementing
a warning system for one year to alert of the
arrival of a heat wave and its possible effects
on health. "By categorizing heat waves
according to their level of impact on health and
naming those that may pose a greater risk,
citizens will be able to take effective measures

to protect themselves against extreme heat,"
proMETEO Sevilla says on its website. The
heatwaves will be categorized on a three-level
scale and named in reverse alphabetical order.
The first five will be called Zoe, Yago, Xenia,
Wenceslao, and
Vega. The project
was done jointly with
the Adrienne ArshtR o c k e f e l l e r
F o u n d a t i o n
Resilience Center
(Arsht-Rock), which
develops solutions
for climate risks
through partnerships with experts and
policymakers.In recent weeks, several
wildfires have broken out in Spain, which
registered its earliest heatwave in over 40
years with temperatures rising to 43 degrees
in cities like Seville and Cordoba. A
prolonged dry spell and the extreme heat
made July the hottest month in Spain since
at least 1961.Meanwhile, Spanish reservoirs
are at just 40 per cent of capacity on average
in early August, well below the ten-year
average of around 60 per cent, official data
shows. The dry, hot weather is likely to
c o n t i n u e i n t o t h e a u t u m n , Sp a i n ' s
meteorological service AEMET said in a
recent report, putting further strain on Europe's
largest network of dammed reservoirs with a
holding capacity of 5.6 billion cubic meters.

(SAI Bureau) As per World Health
Organisation (WHO), clinical
depression affects 280 million
people worldwide every year. A
new, study-of-studies by
researchers from University of
Eastern Finland has revealed a link
between depression and Vitamin
D. This study was a meta-analysis
of 41 previous studies. A metaanalysis is an analysis that
combines results from a number
of previous studies and draws
conclusion after analysing the data
usind statistical methods.In this
meta-analysis, results obtained
from 53,235 participants were
covered. These participants
included those with depression as
well as those without. "These
findings will encourage new, highlevel clinical trials in patients with
depression in order to shed more

light on the possible role of vitamin
D supplementation in the
treatment of depression," says
Tuomas Mikola, doctoral
researcher and lead author at the
University of Eastern FinlandThe
typical Vitamin D intake in the
participants was 50-100
micrograms a day. Some of the
participants were even being given
placebo drugs. It was found that
in participants with depression,
administering Vitamin D was
more useful than placebo
drugs. "Our results suggest
that vitamin D supplementation
has beneficial effects in both
individuals with major depressive
disorder as well as in those with
milder, clinically significant
depressive
symptoms,"
researchers have written in the
paper they have published.
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You can come under income tax department’s
scanner for paying cash at banquets, hospitals
The income tax department, in a bid to prevent tax evasion, will monitor cash transactions in businesses that exceed the cash limit
(SAI Bureau)The income tax department will be
monitoring cash transactions in hospitals,
banquet halls and businesses to prevent tax
evasionAs per the income tax department,
accepting Rs 20,000 or more in cash for a loan
or deposit is prohibited, and such transactions
must be done only through banking channels.
Additionally, a person is not allowed to receive
Rs 2 lakh or more in cash in aggregate from
another person. People also cannot file
donations made in cash to a registered trust or
political party as deductions. The department is
monitoring cash transactions in some institutions

and businesses including hospitals. According
to a report by NDTV, officials from the department
confirmed that health facilities in several
instances disregarded the rule to collect the
patient’s PAN cards when they get admitted. The
income tax department is now planning action
against such hospitals. The department plans
to use the data from health service providers to
track patients who have paid large sums to private
medical facilities. The tax department is utilising
detailed data such as the Annual Information
Statement to detect any discrepancy in the
returns filed.

Akasa Air expects to operate over 150 weekly flights by September-end
Akasa Air, which commenced services on the Bengaluru-Mumbai route on Friday, expects to
operate more than 150 weekly flights by the end of September
(News Agency) Akasa Air, which
commenced services on the
Bengaluru-Mumbai route on
Friday, expects to operate more
than 150 weekly flights by the
end of September.
The airline started operations on
August 7 and now flies on three
routes -- Mumbai-Ahmedabad,
Bengaluru-Kochi and BengaluruMumbai.
For now, the airline will operate
two flights daily in each direction
on the Bengaluru-Mumbai route.
"Further expanding its operations
on the Bengaluru-Mumbai route,
the airline will commence one
additional daily flight from August

30, 2022, and another from
September 19, 2022," it said in
a release.
It will also start a new route
connecting Bengaluru with
Chennai from September 10.
According to the carrier, it
expects to cross 150 weekly
flights
by
end
of
September.Akasa Air has
already announced flights for
six routes across five cities -Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Kochi,
Bengaluru and Chennai.
Currently, the carrier has three
planes and the third one was
received on August 16. It plans
to add one new aircraft every two

weeks and its fleet size will be
18 aircraft by the end of March
2023.
Over the next four years, the
airline will add 54 additional
aircraft, taking its total fleet size
to 72 planes. On August 17,
days after the passing away of
Akasa Air's key investor Rakesh
Jhunjhunwala, the airline's CEO
Vinay Dube said the carrier is
well-capitalised and its growth is
secure with the financial means
to place an order for more
planes.
"Thanks in no small part to
Jhunjhunwala, for which we will
always be grateful, Akasa Air is

a well-capitalised airline with the
financial means to induct 72
aircraft over the next five years.
"In fact, our financial platform is
strong enough to allow Akasa

to place an aircraft order in the
next 18 months that will be
significantly larger than our first.
In simple terms, our growth is
secure," Dube had said.

Adani Gas reduces CNG, domestic piped natural gas prices Attention! Punjab National Bank customers
Adani Gas Ltd. (AGL) has announced a reduction in the prices of Compressed
Natural Gas (CNG) and Domestic Piped Natural Gas (PNG) across 19 locations
(News Agency) Adani Gas Ltd. (AGL) has
announced the reduction in the prices of
Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) and Domestic
Piped Natural Gas
(PNG) across 19
geographical areas.
Adani Total Gas has
reduced the price for
domestic PNG by up to
Rs 3.20 per sub-cubic
metre (SCM), while
CNG price has been
slashed by Rs 4.7 per
kg. "The reduction in gas prices has been
effected from 17 August 2022 across 19
geographical areas covered by ATGL, which will
result in considerable savings for the lakhs of
consumers we serve," Adani Gas Total in a
statement said.In a statement, Adani Gas Total
said, “Adani Total Gas welcomes the continued
support of the Union Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas to city gas distribution companies

by way of the recent decision to increase the
allocation of domestic gas and revise downward
the Unified Base Price (UBP) applicable for CNG
and Home PNG.""While
market-linked imported
RLNG has been witnessing
volatile and significantly
higher international prices,
ATGL had been calibrating
the pass-through of an
increase in the price of RLNG
or UBP to take care of
consumer interests," it said.
The statement further read, "The recent
intervention by the Government of India has helped
the CGD industry to moderate down the prices
of CNG and Home PNG to the end consumers.
Adani Total Gas, in line with its stated policy of
taking care of consumer interest, has immediately
reversed the increase effected in the prices and
reduced the price for domestic PNG by up to Rs 3.20
per SCM and that of CNG by up to Rs 4.7 per kg."

need to do this before August 31

Punjab National Bank has asked customers whose
accounts have become due for KYC updation as of March
31, 2022, to update their details before August-end
(News Agency) Public sector
lender Punjab National Bank
has notified its customers to
update their Know Your
Customer or KYC details before
August 31, 2022.
Taking to Twitter,
the public bank
said that the
customers
whose accounts
have become due
for KYC updation as of March
31, 2022, should get their KYC
updated before the end of
August. Failure to do so would
lead to restriction of operations
in the customer's account, the
bank said.The notification reads,
"As per RBI guidelines, KYC

updation for all customers is
mandatory. If your account has
become due for KYC updation
as of 31.03.2022, you are
requested to contact your base
branch to get
your
KYC
updated before
31.08.2022.
Non-updation
may lead to
restriction of
operations
in
your
account."Responding to a query
of a customer in the Twitter
thread, the bank said to lodge
the matter with their customer
care service at 1800 180 2222/
1800 103 2222 (toll free)/ 01202490000 (tolled number).
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Airtel gets spectrum allocation letter,
Sunil Mittal hails ease of doing business
Bharti Airtel received spectrum allocation letter within few hours of making upfront payment to the Department of Telecom

(News Agency) Bharti Airtel
received spectrum allocation
letter within few hours of making
upfront payment to the
Department of Telecom, Bharti
Enterprises founder and
chairman Sunil Bharti Mittal said

on Thursday.This is the first time
ever that the Department of
Telecom (DoT) has handed out a
spectrum allocation letter on the
day of making upfront payment.
“Airtel paid Rs 8,312.4 crore
towards spectrum dues and was

provided the allocation letter for
the designated frequency bands
within hours. E band allocation
was given along with spectrum
as promised. No Fuss, No
Follow Up, No running around the
corridors and No tall claims. This
is ease of doing business at work
in its full glory,” Mittal said in a
statement. The Department of
Telecom has received payment
of around Rs 17,876 crore from
service providers — Bharti
Airtel, Reliance Jio, Adani
Data Networks and Vodafone
Idea for spectrum they won in
a recent auction. While all
telecom operators have
opted to make payments in 20
annual installments, Bharti

Airtel paid Rs 8,312.4 crore
equivalent to four annual
installments. “In my over 30
years of first-hand experience
w i t h D o T, t h i s i s a f i r s t !
Business as it should be.
Leadership at work-Right at
the top and at the helm of
telecom. What a Change !
Change that can transform
this nation power its dreams
to be a developed nation,”
Mittal said.Airtel acquired
19,867.8 MHz spectrum by
securing a pan-India footprint of
3.5 GHz and 26 GHz bands and
select purchase of radio waves
in low a n d
mid-band
spectrum.The
country’s
biggest ever auction of telecom

spectrum received a record Rs
1.5 lakh crore worth of bids, with
Mukesh Ambani’s Jio cornering
nearly half of all the airwaves sold
with a Rs 87,946.93 crore bid.
Reliance Jio has made payments
of Rs 7,864.78 crore, Vodafone
Idea Rs 1,679.98 crore and
Adani Data Networks Rs 18.94
crore. Richest Indian Gautam
Adani’s group has placed bids
worth Rs 211.86 crore for 400
MHz in a band that is not used
for offering public telephony
services. Telecom tycoon Sunil
Bharti Mittal’s Bharti Airtel
made a successful bid of Rs
4 3 , 0 3 9 . 6 3 c r o r e , w h i le
Vodafone Idea Ltd bought
spectrum for Rs 18,786.25 crore.

Noida Supertech Twin Towers Demolition:
Know Who Will Press The Final Button For Blast
(News Agency) The Supertech twin
towers, which are located in Noida,
are set to be demolished at 2.30 pm
on January 28. The demolition was
earlier scheduled for August 21, which
was later extended till August 28 by
the Supreme Court. Here’s why the
buildings are being razed and who will
push the button to trigger the
demolition. Supertech has roped in
Mumbai-based Edifice Engineering to
carry out the demolition of the towers.
In January, the SC also approved the
proposition for Edifice Engineering,
finalised by the Noida Authority.
Mayur Mehta, project manager at
Edifice Engineering, told news
agency IANS that instead of Joseph
Brixman, Indian blaster Chetan Dutta

will press the final button for the blast
at 2.30 pm on August 28.The
buildings, namely Apex and Ceyane,
are located at Noida’s Sector 93-A
and close to the Noida-Greater Noida
Expressway. One tower has a height
of 103 metres, another is around 97metre tall. Both towers together have
a built-up area of around 7.5 lakh
square feet. n August 2021, the SC
ordered the demolition of the
structures as their construction
violated the minimum distance
requirement. They were built illegally
without taking the consent of the
individual flat owners as required
under the UP Apartment Act, as per
the top court. The Preparations The
preparations for the demolition, which

will take less than 15 seconds, are
complete and the demolition plans
was finalised earlier. Over 3,700 kg of
explosives will be used for the
demolition, that will be undertaken
through a controlled implosion
technique. It will leave behind a
whopping 55,000 tonnes of debris to
be managed. The maximum impact is
expected to be felt at the Emerald
Court and ATS Village societies,
which are near to the demolition site.
At least 100 workers are part of the
demolition team and around 10,000
holes have been drilled from the
basement to the top floors of the
Supertech twin towers.As far as the
traffic management is concerned, the
Noida-Greater Noida Expressway will

remain closed for vehicular movement
from 2.15 pm to 2.45 pm on August
28. The metro will also remain shut
f o r h a l f a n h o u r. F i r e t e n d e r s ,
ambulances, etc, required for
emergency services, shall be parked
on the road constructed behind the
park in front of the twin towers. Two
kilometres radius of the Supertech
twin towers will be closed completely
on the demolition day, and only
emergency vehicles will be allowed in
the evacuation zone. Noida DCP Traffic
Ganesh Shah has said, “We have
planned diversion of traffic during the
demolition hours. No vehicular movement
will be allowed near the site. An
emergency plan has been prepared to
tackle any untoward situation."

Why are Indians rushing to buy luxury homes after the pandemic?
The demand for luxury homes in India is rising significantly as the dark clouds of the pandemic have begun to clear
(News Agency) The demand for luxury homes in India
is rising significantly as the dark clouds of the
pandemic have begun to clear. The pandemic eroded
nearly Rs. 17.4 lakh crore from India’s real GDP, and
salary cuts and unemployment hit affordable housing
sales. That, however, was not the case with luxury
homebuyers.“Of nearly 1.84 lakh units sold in the
top seven cities in H1 2022, about 14 per cent were
in luxury homes. On the contrary, of 2.61 lakh units
sold in the whole of 2019, only seven per cent were
in the luxury category,” an Anarock Group report
noted.On the other hand, the affordable housing
segment (units priced under Rs. 40 lakh) saw its
sales share dip from 38 per cent in 2019 to 31 per

cent in H1 2022. Post-pandemic, affordable housing
was significantly impacted because its target
audience took the biggest economic hit. “Even though
the typical buyers in the luxury segment were not as
impacted by the pandemic as the rest, HNI (High
Net Income) buyers are conscious of cost. Discounts
by developers have made luxury properties very
attractive for these buyers, while NRIs have also been
snapping up luxury homes in India because of the
favourable exchange rate,” said Anuj Puri, the
Chairman of Anarock Group. Even before the
pandemic began, the real estate sector was facing
headwinds from three directions — demonetisation,
GST, and RERA. The growth rate of the house price

index, too, has been on a downward trajectory since
2016.Despite the sectoral slowdown, however, the
luxury house market is on a roll. “The disposable
income earned in equity-bond markets in juxtaposition
with deep savings on consumption outlays during the
pandemic season is the primary reason for the spike
in housing demand,” Dr Niranjan Hiranandani, MD,
Hiranandani Group, told India Today. This has garnered
a huge inclination from HNI buyers to park their
accumulated earnings in the luxury property market
for long-term gains, he added. NRIs have realised
the significance of owning a safe nest back home
amidst currency depreciation and geopolitical havoc,
he further said.
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Farhan Akhtar’s Excel Entertainment accused of not paying
Rs 20-25 lakh to Mirzapur 3 crew, issues clarification
Farhan Akhtar and Ritesh Sidhwani’s Excel Entertainment denied non-payment of dues after being
accused of not paying ¹ 20-25 lakh to workers on Mirzapur 3 sets

(SAI Bureau) Farhan Akhtar
and Ritesh Sidhwani’s Excel
Entertainment landed in trouble
after Film Studios Setting and
Allied
Mazdoor
Union
(FSSAMU) accused the
production company of not
paying dues to some 300 dailywage workers, who worked on
the web series, Mirzapur 3. The
union reportedly said that Excel
Entertainment did not pay the
workers from May 2022, and
has outstanding dues of ¹ 20-

25 lakh. On Tuesday, Excel
Entertainment denied the
accusations of owing ¹ 20-25 lakh
to workers from Mirzapur 3 sets.
As per a report, Excel
Entertainment reportedly did not
give any response to the
demands of the union, but after
a letter to the media was released
by FSSAMU, the productions
house contacted the union and
promised to settle the dues in the
next 48 hours.
According to a report in Mid-Day,

the company issued a
clarification in a statement that
read, “This is the first time we
are being made aware about
such a complaint raised by the
union. We would like to further
[state] that the FSSAMU has not
reached out to Excel through
letters, e-mails or phone calls.
Excel currently has seven to
eight
projects
under
production, and none of these
projects have any nonpayment-related issues. For
the past 22 years of us being
in the business, we have never
come across any non-payment
complaints. Excel has a strict
payment compliance policy
whereby we directly make
payments to daily-wage workers
and not to any union. We will
investigate this matter from our
end. We would like to mention
that Excel enjoys a stellar
reputation in the industry for
treating all collaborators with

equal respect and dignity.”As
Excel Entertainment alleged that
FSSAMU did not reach out to the
company before going to press,
according to the Mid-day report,
FSSAMU general secretary
Gangeshwarlal Shrivastav said
the union had sent three letters
to the production house; the first
one was reportedly sent on May
30. The union later wrote a letter
to the media stating that the
workers were made to work for
extended hours that went beyond
the permissible limits as per the
labour law. The union also alleged
that the workers were not
provided with quality food or
adequate seating provisions on
Mirzapur 3 sets.
“Over 300 daily wagers have
been working on the Mirzapur 3
sets since May. It has been over
three months since they have
been paid. We didn’t get any
response [to our letters] from the
production house. After we

released the letter to the media,
Excel contacted us and
promised to settle the dues in
48 hours, but we want that in
writing,”
Gangeshwarlal
Shrivastav said in the Mid-Day
report. The third season of the
popular show was announced
earlier this year by Prime Video
but no release date has been
announced yet. The crime
thriller’s first season aired in
2018 and second in 2020. The
series focusses on the small UP
town and the intertwined fates
of two families. One is led by
the local strongman and don
Akhandanand Tripathi aka
Kaleen Bhaiya (Pankaj Tripathi),
while the other by Ali Fazal’s
Guddu Pandit. The show also
stars Rasika Dugal, Kulbushan
Kharbanda, Vijay Varma, Isha
Talwar, and Lilliput. The previous
seasons also saw Vikrant
Massey, Shriya Pilgaonkar, and
Divyenndu.

Ajay Devgn shares BTS pic from new film
Bholaa, don't miss the stunning sunrise
Ajay Devgn shared a behind-the-scenes picture from the sets of his upcoming film, Bholaa
where actor himself has turned director for the movie. He is seen capturing the sunrise
his performance in Tanhaji: The
Unsung Warrior. The film, which
he produced himself, also won
the award for best popular film
providing
wholesome

entertainment. Tanhaji, which
also starred Saif Ali Khan and
Kajol, was directed by Om Raut
and was based on the life and
exploits of Maratha warrior Tanaji

Malusare, who was a
commander in the army of
Emperor Shivaji. The film was a
box office success, earning ?368
crore.

Enjoyed calling Anil Kapoor nanaji after arrival
of Sonam’s baby, says brother Sanjay Kapoor

(SAI Bureau) Actor Ajay Devgn
gave a sneak-peek of his
upcoming movie, Bholaa, where
he is seen directing the shots
from the sets of the film. On
Monday, Ajay shared a behindthe-scenes picture while taking
a shot of the sunrise on his
smartphone. In the picture, a
person is standing against the
backdrop of the sun rising,
emitting bright colours in the sky
with loads of greenery around him
while Ajay photographed him.
This movie features Tabu asn the

female lead. He captioned his
post, “Bholaa (check mark
emoji), Sun (check mark emoji).
Ready For Surya Namaskar
(folded hands emoji)." Reacting
to his picture, one of his fans
commented, “Good morning Ajay
Devgn sir, have a nice day.” Other
marvelled at the view.He got
married to Kajol in 1999 after
dating each other for four years.
The couple has two kids togetherNysa Devgan and Yug Devgan.
He recently won his third
National Award for best actor for

(SAI Bureau) Sonam Kapoor shared her baby
news in an adorable Instagram post on Saturday.
Sonam and Anand Ahuja
became parents on August 20.
Sonam’s father, actor Anil
Kapoor, congratulated the
couple as he shared the news
on Instagram. Now, Anil’s
bother, actor Sanjay Kapoor,
has spoken about his family’s
reaction to Sonam’s baby. He
also revealed what Anil likes
being called after he became
a grandparent. And it is not ‘nanaji’. After Sonam
and Anand welcomed their baby boy, many
celebs, including Kareena Kapoor, Karan Johar,
Malaika Arora and Anushka Sharma sent them
love via sweet social media messages. Anil,
Sonam’s sister Rhea Kapoor, and other family

members also shared their excitement in social
media posts. Sonam’s uncle, Sanjay, spoke
about Anil’s reaction to being
called ‘nanaji’ after the baby’s
arrival. “It’s absolutely
exciting. We were waiting for
this day. It’s a double
bonanza for me because
Sonam’s baby boy shares
his birthday with my motherin-law. A few days ago, we
went to meet the beautiful
baby, his parents and
grandparents — Anil and Sunita. It was nice to
meet Anil and tell him, ‘Finally, you are a
grandfather’. I enjoyed calling him nanaji. He
laughed and said grandfather sounds cooler,”
Sanjay Kapoor told Bombay Times in a recent
interview.
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Nawazuddin Siddiqui in drag is unrecognisable in
Haddi first look, fans say: ‘This just blew my mind'
Haddi first look: Nawazuddin Siddiqui appears in a
never-seen-before avatar in the upcoming film. Check
out the actor in a motion poster of the revenge drama
(By Staff Reporter) Nawazuddin Siddiqui will be seen
in the revenge-drama Haddi. The actor’s first look
from the film was revealed on Tuesday by the
makers. In the intriguing motion poster, Nawazuddin
was seen in drag, wearing a grey gown with
glamorous hair and makeup. Many fans reacted to
the actor’s ‘epic’ look. Haddi is currently being filmed
and would release in 2023, the film’s team
announced.Nawazuddin look in the Haddi poster
does not give much away, but piques the audience's
interest, who seem excited to dive deep into his
character in the drama produced by Zee Studios
and Anandita Studios. The motion poster was shared
with the text, “Crime has never looked this good
before.” Following the unveiling of Nawazuddin’s first
look, many fans took to the comments section of
the YouTube clip, and applauded the actor for playing
a unique character. One YouTube user wrote, “This
just blew my mind. Nawaz bhai (Nawazuddin brother)
epic.” Another person wrote, “I respect everyone who

is involved in this. Seriously the best piece that l’ve
ever seen. Hats off…”Without divulging any details,
Nawazuddin opened up about his character in the
film, and said, "I have portrayed different interesting
characters, but Haddi is going to be a unique and
special one since I will be sporting a never-seenbefore look and it will also help me to push the
envelope as an actor." Haddi is directed by Akshat
Ajay Sharma, and co-written by him and Adamya
Bhalla. Speaking about the Nawazuddin film, the
director said, "It's going to be a double whammy, as
Haddi gives me the opportunity to collaborate with
Nawazuddin. Our team is hoping that the motion
poster piques the audience's interest as we are
excited to be diving deep into a new world. Can't
wait to start filming".Nawazuddin was last seen on
screen as the villain in Heropanti 2, which released
in April. He will soon be seen in a small role in Holy
Cow. The film stars Tigmanshu Dhulia and Mukesh
Bhatt in pivotal roles.

Karan Johar reacts to US Navy officers
performing Kal Ho Naa Ho song at dinner party
Karan Johar has reacted to a video of US Navy officers playing the Kal Ho Naa Ho title track at a
dinner party. The song was sung by Sonu Nigam and composed by Shankar Ehsaan Loy.

Archana Puran Singh reacts to being compared to
Nawazuddin’s first look from Haddi, says it’s a compliment
Archana Puran Singh gives her reaction on being compared
to Nawazuddin Siddiqui’s first look from Haddi

(By Staff Reporter) Karan Johar has
reacted to a video of US Navy officers
singing the Kal Ho Naa Ho title track
at a dinner on board a boat. The video
shows a US Navy officer playing a
guitar as a male and female officer
sing the song in Hindi. The 2003 film
starring Shah Rukh Khan and Preity
Zinta was directed by Nikkhil Advani.
The video was shared by a Twitter
user with the caption, "Kal Ho Na
Ho... friend remains eternal…
@USNavy band enthralls with a
popular Bollywood song. At the
dinner hosted by US Secretary Navy
@SECNAV." Karan shared the video
on Twitter and wrote, “And the song
lives on." He also tagged Shah Rukh
Khan, lyricist Javed Akhtar,
composers Shankar Ehsaan Loy
and director Nikkhil Advani in the
post. The Kal Ho Naa Ho title song

was sung by Sonu Nigam. The film
also starred Saif Ali Khan, Sonali
Bendre, Jaya Bachchan, Sushma
Seth and Reema Lagoo. Some of
his fans pointed out that the filmmaker
should mention singer Sonu Nigam
as well. Many others cheered for
Shah Rukh, who played a cancer
patient in the film. In an online
interaction, Shah Rukh had
reacted to a video of a little girl
crying on seeing him die on
screen, and said that he never
showed his dying scene to his kids
Aryan Khan and Suhana Khan. He
wrote, “Never shown the ending of
Kal Ho Naa Ho to my kids. Karan
made a special edit, where movie
ends before I fly away.”In an interview
to Hindustan Times last year, Nikkhil
Advani revealed that even Shah Rukh
hated his dying scene.

(By Staff Reporter) When actor Nawazuddin
Siddiqui unveiled the first look of his upcoming,
Haddi,
this
morning, little could
anyone
have
anticipated the
avalanche
of
reactions it would
garner. Nawaz’s
look is not only
being appreciated
for a gender-defying
makoever, but also
for its uncanny, and
p r o b a b l y
unintentional, resemblance to an everyday
television personality synonymous with primetime
comedy shows. Neither by design nor by default,
Archana Puran Singh found herself to be at the
receiving end of comparisons to Nawaz’s look. In
the official trailer released on Nawazuddin’s
Instagram, the actor can be seen sitting in a divaesque pose in a shimmery low-cut dress as he
bleeds from his right hand while resting his

bejwelled left hand near his face. Kohl-lined eyes
and a bold red lip finish his look. The side-parted
hair and the
posture led many
to believe that it
was Archana
Puran Singh
making another
entry
into
films.But being
the sport that she
is, Archana had
only nice things
to say about the
comparisons.
“It’s the hairstyle which has become synonymous
with me that is causing all these comparisons.
I’ve used this side-parted look during the early
part of Kapil show (The Kapil Sharma Show),”
she replied over a Whatsapp text. When asked
about how she feels about the comparisons, she says,
“All I can say is its a huge compliment to be compared
to Nawaz inANY way possible.” Well, now that’s called
taking things in one’s stride.
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