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Queen Elizabeth Il leaves

behind a legacy of grace,
dignity and dedication

PROFILE

Queen Elizabeth li

- Born on April 21,1926, Queen Elizabeth
Il ascended the throne upon the death
of her father, King George VI

- In 2015, she became the longest-serving
British monarch in history

- She was the only female royal family
member to have entered the armed

forces s
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visited more than 110 countries
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The President’s National Infrastructure Advisory Council advises the White House on how to reduce physical and

cyber risks, and improve security and resilience of the nation’s critical infrastructure sectors

(By Staff Reporter) - US
President Joe Biden has
announced his intent to appoint
Indian-Americans Manu Asthana
and Madhu Beriwal to his
National Infrastructure Advisory
Council. The President’s National
Infrastructure Advisory Council
(NIAC) advises the White House
on how to reduce physical and
cyber risks, and improve security
and resilience of the nation’s
critical infrastructure sectors. The
26 individuals announced
Wednesday to the NIAC are
leading senior executives with
deep experience across a broad
range of sectors, including

banking and finance,
transportation, energy, water,
dams, defence,

communications, information
technology, healthcare services,
food and agriculture, government

US President Joe Biden nominates Indian-American attorney
Arun Subramanian to US District Judge in New York

US President Joe Biden has nominated Indian-

facilities, emergency services,
and higher education. Asthana
oversees the largest power grid
in North America and one of the
largest electricity markets in the
world as the CEO and president
of PIM.

“Under his leadership,
PJM has established a clear
path for defining the grid
operator’s role in the transition
to a cleaner, more efficient grid
while maintaining reliable electric
service,” the White House said.
Asthana has extensive
leadership experience in the
energy industry in the areas of
power generation operations,
optimisation and dispatch,
competitive retail electricity,
electricity and natural gas
trading, and risk management.
He is a member of the Electricity
Subsector Coordinating Council

and serves on the Board of
Trustees of Texas Children’s
Hospital, the White House added

He also serves on the
Board of Directors of the
Chamber of Commerce for
Greater Philadelphia. Asthana
earned a Bachelor of Science
in economics from The
Wharton School at the
University of Pennsylvania,
where he was a Benjamin
Franklin Scholar and a Joseph
Wharton Scholar,” it said.
Madhu Beriwal founded the
Innovative Emergency
Management, Inc. (IEM) in
1985 and continues to serve
as its CEO and president. IEM
is the largest woman-led
homeland security and
emergency management firmin
the United States. “Under
Beriwal's leadership, IEM has led

American attorney Arun Subramanian to be US
District Judge for the Southern District of New York

(By Staff Reporter) US
President Joe Biden has
nominated Indian-American
attorney Arun Subramanian to be
US District Judge for the
Southern District of New York.
A communication in this regard
was sent to the Senate by the
White House along with other
judicial nominations. If
confirmed by the Senate,
Subramanian would be the first
South Asian judge to serve on
the United States District Court
for the Southern District of New
York.Currently a partner at
Susman Godfrey LLP in New
York, where he has worked
since 2007, Subramanian served

as a law clerk for Justice Ruth
Bader Ginsburg on the Supreme
Court of the United States from
2006 to 2007 and Judge Gerard
E. Lynch on the United States
District Court for the Southern
District of New York from 2005
to 2006. He also worked as a
law clerk for Judge Dennis
Jacobs on the United States
Court of Appeals for the Second
Circuit from 2004 to 2005.
Subramanian received his J.D.
from Columbia Law School in
2004 and his B.A. from Case
Western Reserve University in
2001. National Asian Pacific
American Bar Association
(NAPABA) congratulated

Subramanian on his nomination.
AB Cruz Ill, acting president of
NAPABA said Subramanian is
an experienced trial and
appellate attorney with a strong
track record of pro bono service.
“A child of immigrants, he
became the first lawyer in his
family, and we are proud to see
him represent our community.
We urge the Senate to swiftly
confirm him,” he said.

Indian-American Impact
has welcomed the nomination
by describing it as a notable
nomination. “South Asians and
Asian Americans have long
been underrepresented in the
federal judiciary — with less
than five per cent of Article I
district judges being of AAPI
descent — but in the past year
we have made historic strides,”
said Neil Makhija, Indian-
American Impact executive-
director. “We look forward to
celebrating the ultimate
confirmation of Subramanian
and the ripple effect his
presence will undoubtedly have
on young South Asian
Americans across the country
who aspire to public service,”
Makhija said.

some of the largest mitigation
and resilience efforts across the
United States, building back
stronger following disasters
including disaster recovery
programs, delivering federal
funds to survivors and
communities faster than any
other program of the same
type and magnitude,” the
White House said.”For over

37 years, Beriwal has been
dedicated to the use of
technology to enhance
preparedness and response,
and build resilience in
communities and their critical
infrastructure. She was
inducted into the International
Women in Homeland Security
and Emergency Management
Hall of Fame in 2012,” it said.

Vedant Patel becomes first Indian-American to

hold daily US State Dept press conference

Vedant Patel, the Principal Deputy Spokesperson

for the US Department of State, has created history

by becoming the first Indian-American to hold the
daily State Department news conference

(By Staff Reporter) Vedant
Patel, the Principal Deputy
Spokesperson for the US
Department of State, has
created history by becoming
the first Indian-American to hold
the daily State :
Department
news conference
that his fellow
colleagues said
did with the
utmo st
professionalism
and clear
communication.
With State
Department Spokesperson Ned
Price on vacation, the 33-year-
old Patel from California on
Tuesday took the briefing room
in the Foggy Bottom
headquarters of the State
Department to represent the
country on foreign policy
issues before the media.
During his briefing, Patel
covered topics ranging from
Russia’s unlawful invasion of
Ukraine, negotiations around
the JCPOA and Liz Truss
becoming the Prime Minister of
the United Kingdom.

His next in-person briefing is
scheduled for Wednesday.
Vedant Patel made an
impressive debut from the
podium. “Kudos to” Vedant

Patel on his podium debut,
tweeted Matt Hill, senior
Associate Communications
Director at the White House.
“Representing the United States
on the world stage is a huge
responsibility,
and Vedant did it
with the utmost
professionalism
and clear
communication,”
Hill said.

Tobar, former
White House
d eputy
communications
director said: “It's so great to
see Vedant Patel at the
podium". “Congrats my friend on
an amazing debut,” she
tweeted. Patel, who was born
in Gujarat, is a graduate
from the University of
California, Riverside, and
previously served as an
Assistant Press Secretary
and Spokesperson for
President Biden in The
White House. Prior to that he
served as a spokesperson on
the Presidential Inaugural
Committee and the Biden-
Harris Transition. He also
held communications
positions on the Biden
Campaign both in the primary
and general election.
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Indian-Origin Man Jailed For Drink-
Driving, Causing Accident In Singapore

G Mohanavarooman Gopal Oyyappan, who was sentenced to jail on Monday, had 183 mg of ethanol
in every 100 ml of his blood, more than double the prescribed drink-driving limit of 80 mg per 100 ml

which his passenger was injured.
G Mohanavarooman Gopal
{ Oyyappan, who was sentenced
to jail on Monday, had 183 mg of
| ethanol in every 100 ml of his
blood, more than double the
prescribed drink-driving limit of 80
' mg per 100 ml.

He was driving a private
ambulance that belonged to his
employer in 2020, shortly after
i the relaxation of movement
restrictions due to the COVID-19
(By Staff Reporter)- A27-year- years for driving an ambulance pandemic. He then collided with
old Indian-origin Singaporean has under the influence of alcohol some guard rails in the middle of
been sentenced to jail for two and causing an accidentduring Seletar Expressway (SLE). On

Suel

(By Staff Reporter)- Indian-origin
Suella Braverman is likely to be
the only British politician of Indian
heritage in the new Cabinet, if UK
media speculations are to be
believed that Foreign Secretary
Liz Truss is on course to beat
Rishi Sunak to be elected
Conservative Party leader and
British Prime minister on
Monday. Liz Truss, 47, is said to
be pencilling in her top team and
is looking at elevating Ms
Braverman to replace Priti Patel
as Home Secretary. A contender
in the early rounds of the Tory

aBraverman May BeOn

Liz Truss, 47, is said to be pencilling in her top team and is looking at
elevating Ms Braverman to replace Priti Patel as Home Secretary

leadership contest, 42-year-old
Goan-origin Ms Braverman
currently holds the post of
Attorney General. She had
thrown her weight behind Liz
Truss after being knocked out in
the second round of ballots of
fellow Tory MPs in mid-July and
called on her supporters to follow
suit."Liz Truss is ready now to
be PM. She won't need to learn
on the job. And the job is hard
and needs to be done properly.
The party has had a difficult six
years and stability is urgently
and swiftly needed," said Ms

Braverman at the time. She is set

to be rewarded for her support

with one of the high offices in the
UK government, with Ms Patel
who has not openly declared her
support for either Mr Sunak or Ms
Truss set for a retreat to the

Monday, G Mohanavarooman
Gopal Oyyappan was also fined
4,000 Singaporean dollars and
disqualified from driving all
classes of vehicles for 10 years
upon his release from prison. He
began serving his sentence
immediately, according to a
report by TODAY tabloid
newspaper. G Mohanavarooman
Gopal Oyyappan pleaded guilty
in July to four charges including
drink-driving, dangerous driving
causing grievous hurt and driving
without a valid Class 3 or 3A
licence. He also admitted to an

'} "#W

backbenches. On his future e o

plans, Mr Sunak has said he will
support
government whatever the
outcome and signalled that he is
unlikely to serve in a Liz Truss
Cabinet. However, the supporters
of the 42-year-old former
Chancellor have insisted that he

the Conservative (&

must be "treated properly" if Ms
Truss does indeed go on to take
charge at 10 Downing Street.
"His talents do need to be used,"
a Tory member of Parliament told

Indian Faces Racist Tirade In Poland, Called A "Parasite Invader"

Unverified social media users identified the man as a neo-Nazi who heads

a hate group in the US, "a (failed) former actor and (even worse) rapper"

(By Staff Reporter) - Avideo of an unhinged
Caucasian man heckling an Indian in Poland
has left the Internet seething. From calling
the Indian a "parasite invader" to accusing him
of "fr++** yn Europe”, the man continues his
unprovoked tirade for four minutes in the video
that has been widely shared on social media.
"Why are in you Poland? There's too many of
you in America," the man says in the video,
pointing his camera at the Indian. The Indian
man tells him not to film him and tries to avoid
the heckler who keeps following and abusing
him.Unverified social media users identified
the man as Jon Minadeo Jr, a neo-Nazi who

made headlines earlier this year for dropping
flyers in California's Bay Area, that blamed
Jews for the COVID-19 pandemic. His latest

heads a hate group called Goyim TV, which  stunt drew strong criticism on Reddit where
one user wrote, "An American douche in
Poland, calls an Indian guy an invader, while
standing outside a KFC. In English. You can't
make this level of stupidity up." "The guy
- being harassed is a saint for not knocking
the crap out of this guy," said another. "A
8 Naziin Poland accusing others of invading
on the anniversary of the WW?2 invasion?"
.= wrote another
nominated him for the platform's
leaderboard for most "punchable" faces
and noted that he was "a (failed) former
actor and (even worse) rapper".

user.Some users

unrelated charge of voluntarily
causing hurt. About six months
before the ambulance accident,
he got into a fight while drinking
at a coffee shop and punched
a patron in Punggol Housing
Estate. For dangerous driving
causing grievous hurt, G
Mohanavarooman Gopal
Oyyappan, could have been
jailed for up to five years.

As he is a serious offender, he
could also additionally have been
jailed for up to a year and fined
up to 10,000 Singaporean dollar.

y Indian-Origin MPIn New Briish Cadinet

'The Daily Telegraph'. Another
supporter told the newspaper that
speculation that he would jet off
to pursue a career in California
was "unfair". "Certainly, the
private conversations I've had
with him, he's said that he
intends to continue. | would
guess he hasn't decided what the
future holds," the supporter said.

According to 'The
Sunday Times' in its "what will
Rishi Sunak do next" analysis,

the Indian-origin former
minister's choices range
between resuming an

investment banking career in
the Silicon Valley, turning
into a "rowdy backbencher"
holding the new leader to
account, backing off
politics entirely or
regrouping for a second go
at the top job around the
time of the next general
election expected in 2024.
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Indian-origin Suella Braverman
Appointed UK's New Home Secretary

COMMUNITY “

Rural Indians Join Rush To Study
Abroad As Prospects Dim At Home

With many countries now lifting COVID restrictions,

(SAIl Bureau) -UK’s new Home Secretary is
Suella Braverman, an Indian-origin barrister who
succeeded fellow Indian-origin colleague Priti
Patel on Tuesday. Braverman served as Attorney
General in the Boris-Johnson led government and
was among the first
contenders to throw
her hat in the ring for
the Prime Minister
race to replace
Johnson. The 42-
year-old
Conservative Party
member of
Parliament  for|
Fareham in south-
east England was
reportedly named as
Home Secretary by
newly-appointed
Prime Minister Liz Truss on Tuesday. The mother
of two children is the daughter of Hindu Tamil
mother Uma and Goan-origin father Christie
Fernandes. Her mother migrated to the UK from
Mauritius while her father migrated from Kenya in
the 1960s, as per PTI. Braverman will be tasked
with projects including the government’s plan to
send asylum seekers to Rwanda, which has faced
legal challenges, as per a BBC report. “l want to
embed the opportunities of Brexit and tidy up the
outstanding issues and cut taxes," Braverman, a
prominent member of the pro-Brexit wing of the
Conservatives, said.“They loved Britain. It gave

Geeta Se?('ena
Bureau Chief{(Punjab))
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them hope. It gave them security. This country
gave them an opportunity. | think my background’s
really informed by my approach to politics," said
Braverman about her parents in her leadership
campaign launch video in July. She was knocked
out in the second
round of the
initial ballot of

Tory MPs
however and
pledged her
support for

Truss, who as
Prime Minister
has rewarded
her with one of
the highest
offices in the UK
government. “Liz
is ready now to
be PM. She won't need to learn on the job. And
the job is hard and needs to be done properly.
The party has had a difficult six years and stability
is urgently and swiftly needed," Braverman said.
Braverman, a Cambridge University law graduate,
married Rael Braverman in 2018. Her maternity
leave famously brought about an overdue legal
change to allow her to remain a Cabinet minister
while on leave last year during the birth of her second
child.Braverman is a Buddhist who attends the London
Buddhist Centre regularly and took her oath of office
in Parliament on the Dhammapada’ scripture of Lord
Buddha's sayings.
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the number of Indian students heading abroad was
almost one million in early 2022

(SAI Bureau) - When
19-year-old Sachin failed to
score the grades he needed to
get into a good Indian college,
his father, a small shopkeeper,
took a loan and dug deep into
the family savings to help him
secure a Canadian student visa.
The 2 million rupees ($25,035)
they scraped together covered
the fees for English language
tuition provided by Western
Overseas, one of dozens of visa
consultancies in Ambala, about
250km from of New Delhi, that
promise better lives through
study overseas. "My dream is
to settle abroad as | see no
future in India," said Sachin,
who uses only a single name.
He now plans to fly to Canada
where he hopes to complete a
two-year diploma in business
management and eventually
secure alonger work visa. While
middle-class Indians have for
decades sought better
prospects in other countries,
worsening economic conditions
are now driving families from
poorer rural areas like Sachin's
to make big investments to set

up new lives for their children
overseas. Sachin says his two
friends now in Canada earn
about C$1,200 ($918) a month
through part-time work while
studying for diplomas. With
many countries now lifting
COVID restrictions, the number
of Indian students heading to
places like the United States,
Canada, Australia, UK, Ireland
and New Zealand was almost
one million in early 2022, roughly
doubling from pre-pandemic
levels, according to government
and industry estimates.
Consultancies like Western
Overseas provide coaching for
English language proficiency
tests, services for course
selection, visa application
processing, travel and even
placements for part-time work.
In Sydney, Catriona Jackson,
chief executive of Universities
Australia, said more than
76,000 Indian students were
now pursuing education in
Australia, which is expected to
accelerate after both countries
signed a bilateral trade pact this
year.
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The deaths of Cyrus Mistry and his friend Jehangir Pandole were caused by "severe head
trauma and multiple external and internal injuries to vital organs”, their autopsies found

(SAIl Bureau) - The deaths of
former Tata Group chairman
Cyrus Mistry and his friend
Jehangir Pandole were caused by
"severe head trauma and
multiple external and internal
injuries to vital organs", their
autopsies found.The post-
mortem on Cyrus Mistry and his
friend Jehangir Pandole was
done at state-run JJ Hospital
after their bodies were brought
from Kasa sub-district hospital in
Palghar around midnight on
Monday.

In the case of Mistry, an autopsy
revealed severe head trauma,
which led to a haemorrhage
(heavy bleeding). Multiple

fractures in the chest, head
region, thigh, and neck.
According to doctors from JJ
hospital, these kinds of injuries
are suffered when there is a major
jolt to the body, like when the car
goes from 100 to zero.

“Cyrus and Jehangir suffered
multiple trauma and had injuries
in the head, chest, and limbs.
These injuries can cause instant
death,” said a doctor.

JJ authorities said the viscera
samples will be sent to the
Forensic Science Laboratory
(FSL) in Kalina. A viscera
analysis is done to check for
traces of chemicals, alcohol, and
poison, among others. Sources

said samples have been kept for
DNA analysis too.

Cyrus Mistry and Jehangir
Pandole, sitting in the rear seat
of a Mercedes SUV, died almost
instantly after the car crash on
the Mumbai-Ahmedabad
National Highway on Sunday.
Cyrus Mistry got a head injury,
besides a severe chest injury.
“Both of them suffered from
injuries to vital organs, which
can cause instant death,” said
a source.“The injuries were
telling of a forceful impact
suffered by the body, likely due
to a speeding car coming to
an abrupt halt. When the car
goes from 100 to zero, the body

suffers a major jolt,” explained an
expert.Adding to this, forensic
analysis of the car crash site will
also be done. This will involve
reconstruction of the incident to
find out the cause and

understanding infrastructural
factors that could contribute to
the crash and aggravated injury.
Experts will also carry out a
detailed study of the car and site,
and injury analysis.

Delhi liguor policy: Like CBI, ED too won't get anything,
says Sisodia as raids underway at 35 locations

ED searches are underway at over 35 locations in the Delhi and other cities in connection
with the excise policy case. AAP sources said the ED is not at Manish Sisodia's place

(SAI Bureau)- The
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
on Tuesday began searches
at 35 locations in the national
capital and elsewhere in
connection with the Delhi
excise policy case, eliciting
a sharp reaction from
accused number 1, Delhi

deputy chief minister Manish
Sisodia.Searches were
underway at the home of
accused Sameer Mahendru in
Delhi. Raids are also being
carried out at other locations
in the city, as well as in
Gurugram, Lucknow,
Hyderabad, Mumbai and

Bengaluru.Sources in the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) told
India Today that so far, no ED
team has visited the home or
office of Manish Sisodia, who
is also an accused in the
excise policy case being
probed by the CBI.Reacting to
the ED searches, Manish

Certificates by Arya Samaj Societies don't
prove legality of marriage, says Allahabad HC

The court has been flooded with the marriage

certificates issued by different Arya Samaj Societies

(SAIl Bureau) - The Allahabad
High Court has observed that
certificates issued by Arya
Samaj societies alone do not
prove the legality of a marriage,
saying the wedding should also
be registered.While dealing with
a habeas corpus petition, Justice
Saurabh Shyam Shamshery
said, "The court has been flooded
with the marriage certificates

asmmn. S :
different Arya Samaj
Societies which have been
seriously questioned during
different proceedings before this
court as well as by other high
courts.” "The said institution has
misused their beliefs in organizing
the marriages without even
considering the genuineness of
documents," the court further
observed. In the present case, a

habeas corpus petition was filed
by one Bhola Singh alleging that
corpus (petitioner number 2) is
wife of petitioner and in order to
prove that they were legally
married, counsel for petitioners

| had placed reliance upon a
. certificate issued by Arya Samaj

Mandir, Ghaziabad. "Since the
marriage has not been
registered, therefore, only on the
basis of said certificate, it cannot
be deemed that the parties have
married," the court observed. "In
the present case, the corpus is
a major and an FIR has been
lodged against the petitioner by
father of petitioner No. 2 corpus
and investigation is undergoing,
therefore, there is no case of
illegal detention," the court
observed and dismissed the
petition on August 31.

Sisodia said, "First the CBI
conducted raids, they found
nothing. Now, the ED is
conducting raids, they too
won't find anything. This is an
attempt to stop the good work
being done by Arvind Kejriwal.
Let them use CBI, ED, they
can't stop our work. | don’t
have any information, they will
only find more blueprints of
schools."The ED was
searching the residential and
official premises of those
involved in the liquor trade,
including manufacturers
allegedly involved in the
drafting of the new liquor
police enforced by the AAP
government in Delhi.

Last month, the CBI raided
the Delhi residence of Manish
Sisodia, that of IAS officer and
former Delhi excise
commissioner Arava Gopi
Krishna and 19 other
locations across seven states
and UTs after it registered an
FIR to investigate alleged

irregularities in the
formulation and execution of
the Delhi Excise Policy 2021-
2022.1n its FIR, the central
probe agency has named as
accused Manish Sisodia, who
holds the excise portfolio, ex-
excise commissioner Arava
Gopi Krishna, ex-deputy
excise commissioner Anand
Kumar Tiwari, assistant
excise commissioner Pankaj
Bhatnagar, nine businessmen
and two companies.
According to the CBI FIR, at
least two payments running
into crores were allegedly
made to Sisodia's "close
associates" by Sameer
Mahendru, the owner of
Indospirits, who was one of
the liquor traders allegedly
involved in irregularities in the
framing and implementation
of the excise policy. India
Today had previously reported
that the ED is likely to file a
money laundering case based
off of the FIR filed by the CBI.



Friday, September 09 to September 15, 2022

INDIA - CURRENTAFFAIRS UG

Arshdeep Singh 'trolled’: Anatomy of
a dropped catch and a hate campaign

Cricketer Arshdeep Singh was trolled online after the India-Pakistan match on Sunday. India
Today analyses the hate campaign and the role of Pakistani state-sponsored actors behind it

(News Agency)- Did Pakistan-
based state-sponsored actors
use the India-Pakistan cricket
match to plant seeds of
separatism using online
platforms? Cricket fans woke up
on Monday with tweets and
posts debating the issue of
Team India bowler Arshdeep
Singh being called ‘Khalistani’
by certain trolls.

The campaign against Singh
was not limited to Twitter as his
Wikipedia page was also edited.
By Monday morning, all the
Indian references were replaced
by Khalistan references. India
Today analysed more than
65,000 tweets that mentioned
Arshdeep, a majority of which
were posted after 11 pm IST. the

volume of tweets mentioning the
India pacer peaked between
midnight and 1 am and a second
wave of such tweets was also
witnessed on Monday morning.
However, the tone of conversation
around Arshdeep changed
significantly. Despite the widely
reported Khalistani angle, tweets
that directly tagged Arshdeep’s
twitter handle with words such as
Khalistan and Kahlistani were in
the minority. As the trend
progressed, words such as
request, better, young, proud and
stop also started to appear in the
conversation.

However, a cluster of handles with
declared Pakistani affiliations
used the hashtag
#INDvsPAK2022 along with

‘Khalistan’ to propagate a
separatist tone. The smaller
campaign that planted the seeds
of awider conversation around the
unrelated issue of Khalistan began
soon after 11 pm and witnessed
closed to 450 posts. The
campaign used memes, pictures
and creatives in order to make the
conversation viral. This later
pushed a wider conversation
around Arshdeep with several
influencer accounts joining the
discussion. Many of the later
accounts supported the young
Indian cricketer against the
trolling.

The initial conversation was also
driven by Pakistan-based
information operators, many of
them had mentioned their

In awarning to VK Sasikala, Jayalalithaa’s niece and legal heir

Deepa said the former CM’s Veda Nilayam home was not for sale

(By Staff Reporter) After the
DMK came to power, the Tamil
Nadu government decided to
hand over former Chief
Minister Jayalalithaa’'s home
Veda Nilayam back to her
niece Deepa and nephew
Deepak in keeping with a
Madras High Court order.Veda
Nilayam, a sprawling mansion
in Chennai’s Poes Garden,
had been a power centre when
Jayalalithaa was alive. After
her passing, the erstwhile
AIADMK regime had
attempted to convert the

residence into a memorial.
However, Deepa and Deepak,
Jayalalithaa’s legal heirs,
challenged the decision in the
Madras High Court, which
ruled in their favour after a
long-drawn legal battle.

In the meantime, Sasikala
built a residence opposite to
Veda Nilayam. Before that,
she had lived with her
relatives in Jayalalithaa's
home for several years after
her death in 2016.

In an attempt to bring an end
to the rumours, Deepa stated

in an audio message that
Veda Nilayam is not for sale.
“After a long legal battle, we
got this residence of my aunt.
It is our ancestral property,
given to my aunt by my
grandmother and now legally,
we have acquired this
property.”

Hinting that the Sasikala
faction is attempting to stake
claim on the property, Deepa
said that she is not bothered
about the history between
Sasikala and Jayalalithaa.
The added that she has the

location in Pakistan.

Pakistan Army Link - The 23-
year-old cricketer, who made his
international debut for India
merely two months ago, was
likely targeted by covert actors
with a history of information
operations associated with
Pakistan’s army. The IP address
used for making changes to the
cricketer's Wikipedia page was
associated with an Internet
Service Provider (ISP) named
Pakistani national
telecommunication company
(PTCL) that operates out of
Pakistan.But that's notall. Using the
same covert profile, the term “India”
was intentionally replaced by
“Khalistan” at several places on
the Wikipedia page at 12:28
am |IST. The biggest
indictment was the edit

history associated with the
IP address, which was used
to remove critical references
to the Pakistani army and
its former chief Gen. Parvez
Musharraf, back in 2014. In its
previous edit on a page titled
“Telecommunications in the
United Arab Emirates” the user
had removed the reference
“military regime led by General
Musharraf” while discussing
crackdown on Pakistani media
in the United Arab Emirates
(UAE).The Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology earlier summoned
Wikipedia executives in India to
seek an explanation on how
Indian cricketer Arshdeep
Singh’s Wikipedia page entry
was changed to reflect Khalistan
association.

ARSHDEEP

TRENDS ON
TWITTER

Number of Mentions

9-10pm
Sep4,2022

responsibility of maintaining
Veda Nilayam and is planning
to move in soon. It is said
that the AIADMK leaders were
keen on making Veda
Nilayam a memorial because

9-10 12-1pm

Sep5,2022

they did not want Sasikala to
take possession of it. Though
it has now been handed over
to the legal heir, the leaders
fear that Sasikala might be
able to buy it from them.



India’s ‘Silicon Valley’, Bengaluru, was submerged after torrential
rains on Monday, bringing life to a standstill. Meanwhile, a heavy
rain alert has been sounded in four Kerala districts for toda

(By Staff Reporter) - India’s
‘Silicon Valley’, Bengaluru, came
to a standstill on Monday after
torrential rains submerged arterial
roads, inundated apartment
complexes and homes, snapped
power lines and jammed traffic.As
overflowing lakes and stormwater
drains inundated low-lying areas,
boats and tractors were pressed
into service to ferry techies and
students to their workplaces and
schools, respectively. Localities
like Rainbow Drive layout, Sunny
Brooks Layout, and some areas
on Sarjapur Road were badly hit
by water-logging.Most parts of
the Outer Ring Road, including the
tony IT hub, were flooded, leading
to massive traffic snarls. Office
goers and the general public
pushing their two wheelers in
knee-deep water was a common
sight.

With normal life thrown out of
geatr, there was an outpouring of
anger against the civic authorities
and the BJP-led government.
Many took to social media
platforms to share videos of
submerged homes, crawling
traffic on waterlogged roads, and
vent their spleen.In more trouble
for Bengaluru residents, drinking
water supply will remain shut for
two days in parts of the city as
the pumping station which lifts
water from the Cauvery river
upwards to the city was
submerged in the downpour.
Around 50 areas of rain-hit
Bengaluru will not receive drinking
water for the next two days.
Officials are currently draining the
water from the pumping station.
FUNDS RELEASED TO
MANAGE KARNATAKA
FLOODS

Friendship can solve any problem’, says Sheikh
Hasina as she hals India-Bangladesh ties

(By Staff Reporter) Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
received Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina as she
arrived at the Rashtrapati
Bhavan in New Delhi, India on
Tuesday (September 6).
Hasina was honoured with the
ceremonial
reception. -
During her address,
she hailed the India- '.,‘;;
Bangladesh ties
and termed New |
Delhi a "friend".
She said,
"Whenever | come
to India, it's
pleasure for me,
especially because
we always recall
the contribution
India has made during our
liberation war."

Hasina said that India and
Bangladesh have a "friendly
relationship" and both nations
are cooperating with each
other. "l hope that it'll be a very
fruitful discussion and our main
aim to develop economically
and also fulfil the basic needs
of our people - that we will be
able to do. With friendship, you
can solve any problem. So, we
always do that," said Sheikh
Hasina at Rashtrapati Bhavan.

"Our main focus is to develop
our people's federation, poverty
alleviation, and economy. With
all these issues, | feel our 2
countries work together so that
people not only in

India&Bangladesh but across
South Asia can get better lives.
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That's our main focus," she
added.Sheikh Hasina began
her four-day visit to India
yesterday as Bangladesh is an
important partner in India's
"Neighbourhood First" policy.
Arriving in New Delhi on
Monday, the Bangladesh prime
minister met India's External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar.
They discussed issues of
bilateral interest. She also visited
Nizamuddin Aulia Dargah, which
is a prominent pilgrimage tourist
attraction in Delhi.

Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai has signed off
on releasing Rs 600 crore to
manage the flood situation in the

state. Of this, Rs 300 crore has "

been kept for Bengaluru alone,
Bommai said on Monday night.

The chief minister made the

announcement following a high-
level meeting with senior ministers
and officials to take stock of the
rain and flood situation in the
state, especially the capital city,
and the damages caused.

The funds will be channelled into
restoring damaged infrastructure
like roads, electric poles,
transformers, schools
etc.Moreover, Rs 1,500 crore has
been allocated for construction of
storm water drains in Bengaluru,
Bommai said, adding the work will
begin once the water recedes.
Meanwhile, two State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF) teams
have been deployed in
Mahdevapura and Bommanahalli
zones in the city that have been
worst affected by the calamity.
RED ALERT IN KERALA

The IMD has issued red alert,
warning of heavy to extremely
heavy rains of over 20 cm in 24
hours, in four southern
districts of Kerala --

Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam,
Pathanamthitta and Idukki
districts -- for Tuesday.

Himachal Pradesh govt gives nod to 6-month
child adoption leave for women staff members

The Himachal Pradesh government has approved the

All educational institutions in
capital Thiruvananthapuram
will remain shut today.

The weatherman has also
issued an orange alert for

Ernakulam, ldukki,
Thrissur, Palakkad,
Malappuram, Kozhikode,
Wayanad and Kannur
indicating heavy rains on
Wednesday, September 7,
a day before Onam festival
in the state.

In a tragic incident, two
persons, including an eight-
year-old child, died after
being swept away in a flash
flood at Mankayam
waterfalls in Palode near
Thiruvananthapuram, police
told PTI on Monday.
LANDSLIDES IN TAMIL
NADU

Sporadic downpours in
isolated parts of Tamil Nadu
were recorded throughout the
night of Sunday. The state's
high-range Nilgiri district triggered
landslides in the Mettupalayam-

Udhagamandalam area.
Subsequently, transport and other
services were cancelled on
Monday.

"Heavy rains in the Nilgiris district
overnight caused landslides in
many places," PTI quoted officials
as saying.

The aftermath of the rains was
such that a portion of the railway
tracks between Kallar and
Hillgrove was disrupted and
covered by mud. In fact, reports
suggest that boulders rolled down
and fell on the tracks. Therefore,
train operations between
Mettupalayam and Coonoor were
halted, as per officials.

MORE RAINS IN STORE

The IMD has forecast heavy
rainfall, thunderstorms and
lightning in Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh on
September 8 and 9. Meanwhile,
Kerala, Lakshadweep,
Telangana and coastal
Andhra Pradesh will witness
'very heavy rainfall' on
September 6, 7 and 9.

6-month child adoption leave for women staff members

(By Staff Reporter)- The
Himachal Pradesh government
has approved six-month child
adoption leave for its regular
women employees, officials said
Monday.The public relations
department said in a note the
state Cabinet approved the policy
at a meeting chaired by Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur. During
the meeting, the Cabinet
approved a slew of other projects,
including the Mukhya Mantri
Shodh Protsahan Yojna, under
which a monthly fellowship of Rs
3,000 would be awarded to
research scholars for a three-year
period. The initiative has been
taken to motivate the youth to
conduct quality research in

different fields. Anew police post
on the premises of the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) under Sadar Police
Station in Bilaspur district was
also approved. This will lead to the
creation of six posts in different

categories.The Cabinet also gave
its nod to set up Transport Nagar
in Solan to check problems
caused by haphazard parking
and encroachment by
automobile repair shops within
the municipal area.



(News Agency)- India accounts
for a mere three percent of the
world’s vehicular population,
but a shocking 12 per cent of
the world’s road fatalities are
reported in India. According to
National Crime Records
Bureau data, over 1.55 lakh
lives were lost in road crashes
across India in 2021 - an
average of 426 daily or 18 every
single hour - which is the
highest death figures recorded
in any calendar year so far.
Besides the deaths, 3.71 lakh
people were also injured in
4.03 lakh road accidents
across the country in 2021.
The NCRB report’'s data for
2021 also suggested that
public transport, like buses,
was safer than private modes
of conveyance, like
motorcycles, cars etc. The
highest number of road

accidents every year is attributed
to negligent driving and
speeding. This raises a big
concern over road safety in India.
Experts say, taking care of
yourself while driving is the most
important thing to do by using
safety accessories in the car.
And one must know the safety
functions like airbags and seat
belts in the car. In India, people

wearing seat belts is a rare sight.
All the cars have rear seat belts
(back seat belts), but we have
seen very few people using them
in India’s financial capital city
Mumbai. “When | am driving
locally, | do not use the safety
feature of the back seat belt. But
when we are on the national
highway, we use it sometimes but
maximum times we forget to use

the back seat belt”, says Parth
Shah, a resident of Mumbai.
Another Mumbai resident said she
never used the back seat belt at
all as she doesn'tfind it necessary.
What we also observed was a
lack of awareness regarding rules.
People are aware of rules for front
passengers to wear seat belts, but
maximum were unaware that
there is a rule for passengers in

the rear seats (back seats) as
well. As stated in Rule 138 (3)
of the Central Motor Vehicle
Rules (CMVR), “The driver and
the person seated in the front
seat or the persons occupying
front facing rear seats, as the
case may be, wear the seat
belts while the vehicle is in
motion. Failure to do so can
result in a fine of Rs 1,000".
According to World Health
Organisation (WHO), the use of
rear seat belts can prevent
fatality by 25 per cent, and also
prevent excess injury or death
for the front seat passenger.
Wearing a seat belt while sitting
in the rear seat can help reduce
the chances of a fatal injury
considerably. In case of a
collision, an wunbuckled
passenger will be pushed
forward to collide with the front
seat or even the dashboard.

Pakistan has shifted terror launch pads close
to Line of Control, alert issued on the border

(News Agency)- Security forces
in Jammu and Kashmir have
inputs that Pakistan has shifted
terrorist launch pads near the Line
of Control (LoC) to push as many
terrorists as possible into the
Indian territory before the advent
of the winter season. September
and October have always been the

peak months for the terrorists to (s

cross over to the Kashmir region
from across the border.

After the first snowfall, these
mountains are fully covered with
snow, making it difficult for the
terrorists to cross over. And that's
why before winter, Pakistan
attempts to send across as many
terrorists as possible.

The security forces have received
input that Pakistan has shifted
these terror launch pads from the
earlier locations. These launch
pads were at least four-five
kilometres away from the LoC and
now they have been shifted to half
a kilometre distance from the
LoC.

According to sources in security
forces, these camps are
perilously close to the Indian
areas of Gurez, Neelam Valley,
Keel, Tangdhar, Uri, Chakoti,
Gulmarg, Poonch, Rajori,

Sunderbani,
sector. The Indian army has been
put on high alert after receiving
these inputs. The surveillance on
the LoC has been increased.
Indian army is carrying out day
and night patrolling whilst keeping
an eye on any incursions using
the latest gadgetry like drones,
night vigil cameras, PTZ and
thermal imaging cameras. 'We
have been provided with the best
and latest arms and ammunition.
Also the new gadgetry due to
which we are able to face any
difficulty like dealing with terrorists

and Nowshera

or natural calamities. The new
technology has helped us with
keeping an eye on the enemy 24/
7 and making sure that we don't
allow anyone to cross our side.
And by our vigil, we make sure
the infiltrators don't get a chance
to sneak in. We want to tell the
citizens of our country that till the
time we are securing these
borders, they need not be afraid
of anything," said Manoj Kumatr,
Naib Subedar, Indian Army.
According to information received
from sources in intelligence
agencies, Pakistan has shifted

the active training camps in the

areas of Balakot, Gadi
Habibullah, Chelabandi,
Shawnala, Dulai, Sansa, Kaotli,
Gulpur, Fagosh, and Dubli near
the LoC. Jammu and Kashmir
Police DG, Dilbagh Singh had
earlier said that most of the
infiltration bids by terrorists from
across the border have been
foiled. But there have been a
couple of successful bids as well.
He also said that the terrorists
are now sending weapons and
drugs to Jammu and Kashmir with
the help of drones. In the last two

weeks, there have been several
infiltration bid attempts by
terrorists from across the border.

~ Around eight terrorists were

gunned down in these attempts

. atvarious locations near LoC and

the international border. Reports

. also suggest that hundreds of
| rifles, pistols, and other arms and

ammunition were sent from
across the border with the help of
drones. Security forces have
recovered more than 200 pistols
in the valley, which were being
used for civilian killings by the
terror groups. The Indian army
soldiers guarding the LoC are
leaving no scope for the
terrorists to cross over. The
soldiers say that as long as
they are guarding the border,
the citizens of the country
need not worry. "We are far
from our homes but the Indian
army is our home too. We live
with each other being each other's
strength. If we believe in God and
love our nation, then there is
nothing difficult for the soldiers to
carry out their task." added Manoj
Kumar. The LoC has been puton
high alert. The security forces are
making sure that no one can
cross over to the Indian territory.
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Seat belts mandatory for all passengers in car, violators to
be fined: Gadkari announces new rule after Mistry's death

Union minister Nitin Gadkari made the announcement on Twitter by sharing a

video of him speaking at an event. He said that a detailed notification on the
new rule, with the exact amount to be charged as penalty, will soon be issued

(News Agency)-Union minister
Nitin Gadkari said on Tuesday
that from now on wearing seat
belts would be mandatory for all
passengers in a car, including
those on rear seats, and flouting
the rule will attract penalty. The
announcement was made only
two days after former Tata Sons
chairman Cyrus Mistry died in a
car accident near Mumbai, and
police probe later revealed that
he was not wearing a seat
belt.Gadkari made the
announcement on Twitter by
sharing a video of him speaking
an event. He also informed that
the safety alarms that typically
beep when those on the front
seats don't wear the seat belts,
will now be do the same for rare
seat passengers as well. The
Union minister clarified that the
new rule will be applicable to all

kinds of cars - small and big. The
Union minister said that a fine
already is in place for those not
wearing the seat belt while on
the front seats. However, the new
rule will impose a penalty on for
not fastening the belt even if
passengers are sitting on the
rear (backside) seats in a
vehicle. In the video, Gadkari
stated that the amount to be
charged as penalty from those
flouting the new rule will be
detailed in a notification in a few
days. The accident occurred
when Mistry was returning from
the Parsi pilgrim of Udvada in
Gujarat, with Dr Anahita Pundole,
her husband Darius Pundole, and
brother-in-law Jehangir Pandole.
The car was overspeeding before
it crashed into a concrete road
divider of Charoti bridge over the
Surya river in Palghar on the

Pakistan Accepts Lashkar-g-Taiba Terrorist's

Bo

(News Agency)-For the first time
in more than three decades, the
Pakistan Army has accepted the
body of a Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
terrorist. On Monday, the body of
Tabarak Hussain, 32, of Sabzkot
village of Kotli in Pakistan
occupied Kashmir (PoK), was
handed over by the Indian Army
to their Pakistani counterparts at
the Chakan Da Bagh crossing
point on the Line of Control (LoC)
in Poonch district. The hand over
was carried out in the presence
of civil and police officers.
Hussain had died of heart failure
in the Rajouri Army Hospital two
days ago.He was injured while he
infiltrated into the Indian side of
the LoC in Nowshera sector of

Decades

Rajouri district on August 21.

He had been tasked
along with his accomplices by the
Pakistan’s ISl to target Indian
Army posts close to the LoC. Also
in 2016, Hussain had been
nabbed in the same sector along
with his brother Haroon Ali.He was
repatriated on humanitarian
grounds in the following year via
the Wagah-Attari border. Pakistan
has always refused to accept the
bodies of terrorists killed in
Jammu and Kashmir since the
beginning of armed violence here.
Even during the Kargil conflict of
1999, Pakistan had refused to
accept the bodies of its regular
troopers killed while fighting the
Indian Army.

Mumbai-Ahmedabad Highway.
Mistry and Jehangir lost their
lives on the spot, while Anahita
and Darius were severely injured.
Anahita and Darius were shifted
to the Sir HN Reliance
Foundation hospital on Monday
where they are currently admitted
in the Intensive Care Unit.
Several teams of experts,
meanwhile, will study the car and
the site of the crash over the
weekend, officials said, adding
that several factors were under
the radar. Following the accident,
Maharashtra deputy chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis
directed a detailed investigation
into the matter, and thereatfter, it
was handed to Palghar sub-
divisional police officer Prashant
Pardeshi.

Earlier in the day, Palghar district
superintendent of police (SP)
Balasaheb Patil said that a data
chip in the ill-fated Mercedes
Benz GLC will be sent to
“Germany for analysis”. “We are
expecting a report of the same

by the end of the week,” Patil
added. As part of studying the
car and the crash site, a team of
Mercedes Benz officials visited
Palghar on Monday and retrieved
the electronic data chip from the
crushed vehicle. Police also
asked the car manufacturer why
the airbags in the vehicle did not
open on time at the time of the
accident. “Why did not the
airbags open? Was there any
mechanical fault in the vehicle?
What was the brake fluid of the
car? What was the tire
pressure?” The team of
Mercedes Benz officials will
submit answers to these and
many other questions in its
report. Meanwhile, the last rite
of Mistry were performed in
Mumbai on Tuesday. His mortal

remains, adorned with white
flowers, were brought from the JJ
Hospital and kept at the Worli
crematorium on Tuesday
morning for friends, relatives and
well-wishers to pay their last
respects. Several business
leaders, politicians and members
of the Parsi community attended
the cremation. These include
Mistry's elder brother Shapoor
Mistry, former Tata Group
chairman Ratan Tata's
stepmother Simone Tata,
industrialists Anil Ambani and Ajit
Gulabchand, NCP MP Supriya
Sule, BJP legislator Ganesh
Naik, HDFC chairman Deepak
Parekh, and Union minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia's son
Mahanaryaman Scindia, among
others.

‘Kartavya Path’ - Rajpath, Central Vista Lawns' New
Name in Centre’s Bid to Rid India of Colonial Baggage

(News Agency)-In a major move, the Central
Government has decided to rename Rajpath and

nomenclature more people centric, the name of
the road on which PM'’s residence is located was

Central Vista lawns as “Kartavya Path". Sources also changed from Race Course Road to Lok

said that NDMC has
convened a special
meeting on
September 7 with
the objective of
renaming Rajpath
and Central Vista
lawns as “Kartavya
Path". In his recent
15th August
speech, Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi had stressed

on the abolition of symbols relating to colonial
mindset. In the run up to 2047, the PM had also
stressed upon the importance of duties. Both
these factors can be seen behind naming of
“Kartavya Path," sources added. The entire road
and area from the Netaji statue to the Rashtrapati
Bhavan will be known as Kartavya Path. This is
also a message to the ruling class that the era
of rulers and subjects is over. Earlier, as per the
ethos of the Modi Government to make

KalyThe Central
Vista Avenue will
soon be thrown open
to the public after 20
months of hard work.
Revamped red
granite walkways
and canal area with
a bubbling fountain
as its central feature
amid lush greenery
will not only add to
the beauty of the

national capital but also benefit visitors. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the entire
stretch from Vijay Chowk to India Gate on
September 8 under the government’s ambitious
Central Vista redevelopment project. The revamped
area along Rajpath will have food stalls from all the
states, vending zones, parking lots and round-the-
clock security, but people would miss only one thing
—food will not be allowed in the garden area from the
India Gate to Man Singh Road.



In May, a three-judge bench headed by then Chief Justice Of India NV Ramana held the

Constitution Bench shall adjudicate the limited issue relating to ‘Services’ in Delhi

(News Agency)-The Supreme
Court will on Wednesday take up
the matter related to the power
tussle between the Centre and
the Delhi government over the
control of bureaucrats in the
national capital four months after
the case was referred to a
Constitution Bench of justices

Dhananjaya Y Chandrachud, MR
Shabh, Krishna Murari, Hima Kohli
and PS Narasimha. In May, a
three-judge bench headed by
then Chief Justice Of India NV
Ramana held the Constitution
Bench shall adjudicate the
limited issue relating to ‘Services’
in Delhi and that no other

substantial issue on
interpretation of Article 239AA
shall be adjudicated afresh.
Article 239AA delineates the
legislative and executive powers
of the Delhi government and
says three subjects namely
land, police, and public order
shall remain under the exclusive

@ domain of the Centre. The

Centre pressed for a fresh
adjudication by a Constitution
Bench to set the boundaries of
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
government in Delhi in terms of
transfer and appointment of
bureaucrats.

It submitted there can
be more than the three subjects
specifically mentioned under
sub-section 3 of Article 239AA

(land, police, and public order) on
which the Delhi government is
restricted from passing a law. The
Centre added that this aspect
should be clarified by another
five-judge bench.The Delhi
government opposed the
Centre’s views, seeking a
quick decision on whether or
not it has the executive power
to transfer and appoint
bureaucrats. A Constitution
Bench in July 2018 held the
executive power of the Centre
with respect to Delhi is
confined to land, police, and
public order under subsection
3 of Article 239AA. Solicitor
general Tushar Mehta and
additional solicitor general
Sanjay Jain, appearing for the

Centre, made the point during
the proceedings in April that the
2018 judgment has not
specifically held that the Delhi
government is empowered to
make laws on all subjects other
than land, police, and public
order.

Senior advocate Abhishek Manu
Singhvi, appearing for the AAP
government, countered this
submission. He argued the 2018
verdict is unequivocal in
demarcating the powers of the
Delhi government and that the
Centre’s submissions are aimed
at eroding the federal structure.
Singhvi added that accepting the
Centre’s submissions would
render the Delhi legislative
assembly meaningless.

After 2 Teens Killed, Bodies Dumped near Kolkata,
Famllles Slam Police Conduct, Demand CBI Probe

(News Agency)-Massive outrage
has erupted in West Bengal after
the bodies of two 17-year-old
school students, who were
missing for several days, were
found in a roadside ditch near

Kolkata and remained
unidentified for nearly two weeks.
The families of Atanu Dey and
Abhishek Naskar are now
demanding a CBI probe, raising
guestions over the conduct of the
police.

The two teenagers who were
allegedly kidnapped from
Baguiati area near Kolkata were
found dead in Basanti, South 24
Parganas. The bodies were kept
in a mortuary and it took 12 days
for them to be identified.

The families say Rs 1 crore
ransom had been demanded
from them via SMS and they
reported the matter to the police
who didn't take it seriously.
Authorities have arrested four

people, but the main accused,
Satyendra Chaudhuri, is still
missing.

Khagendranath Mondal, Atanu’s
uncle, said, “We want the chief
minister to ensure punishmentto
the culprits. If the police had
taken the right step, then we
wouldn’t have had to receive a
decomposed body.”According to
the Bidhannagar police, they were
“treading cautiously”, because
they were under the impression
that the youngsters had been
kidnapped.

It was only on Tuesday, after the
police extracted a confession
from one of the accused, Abhijit
Ghosh, that they realised both
victims had been murdered. The
families, on the other hand, said
they spent several nights at the
police station, trying to persuade
the cops to act on the ransom
SMS. The Bharatiya Janata Party
has also picked up the issue to

hit out at the West Bengal
government and police.Biswayjit

| Ghosh, deputy commissioner of

detective department,
Bidhannagar police, said,
“Prima facie investigation has
revealed that there was a dispute
over Rs 50,000 which Satyendra
had lent to Atanu for the purchase
of a two-wheeler. We are looking
at other possible murder
motives.”

While Atanu was the
target, Abhishek was killed by the
culprits just to remove evidence,
officials said.The preliminary
probe indicates that Satyendra
was well known to Atanu’s family,
they added. “We were proceeding
carefully in our investigation since
there were ransom demands
made,” said officials. However,
experts have pointed to the lack
of coordination between the
police in Bidhannagar and
Basirhat. Although Basirhat
police recovered the bodies on
August 23 and 25, their
colleagues in Bidhannager learnt
about this only on September 5.

Police procedure saysin
case unidentified bodies are
discovered, their photographs are
circulated in the departmentin all
districts, experts said. While
according to Basirhat police the
photos were passed around, the
guestion then is why didn’t they
come to the notice of
Bidhannagar cops, they added.
If the kidnapping case of a minor
is registered, the investigation

needs to start within 24 hours, but
that did not happen here, they said.

The alleged abduction took place
onAugust 22 and a complaint was
filed at Baguiati police station on
the 24th. Why did the police lose
vital time in investigating this crime
and allowed the prime suspect to

abscond, asked experts?The
director general of police has
sought a report on the matter and
the Baguiati thana incharge, who
has been asked to stay away
from the probe, may be
penalised, News18 has learnt.

Rahul Gandhi Meets Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

= 940

(News Agency)-Former Congress president Rahul Gandhi on
Tuesday met Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina here.
The Congress said the two leaders had a fruitful discussion on a
number of issues. The meeting took place at Hotel ITC Mauryain
Chanakyapuri. The Bangladeshi prime minister arrived here on
Monday on a four-day visit to hold talks with his Indian counterpart
Narendra Modi following which the two sides are likely to ink
pacts in key areas, including defence, trade and river water sharing.
Hasina, who last visited the country in 2019, was received at the
airport by Union Minister Darshana Jardosh and held bilateral
talks with Modi on Tuesday in the national capital.
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Indian army along with administration help make
Gurez the best offbeat tourist destination in India

(SAIl Bureau)-Once known as the
traditional Infiltration route of terrorists
coming from across the border and
continuous ceasefire violations, North
Kashmir's Gurez valley is now India's
best offbeat tourist destination. Gurez
was recently awarded a national award
for being the best offbeat tourist
destination in India.

The efforts of the Indian army are paying
off. The Indian army along with the civil
administration have been working hard
to promote Gurez to bring tourists to this
part of the Kashmir Valley. Around 0.4
million tourists have visited the Gurez
valley since the summer of 2021.
Securing the borders and opening the
road to Gurez for the tourists has been
the Indian Army's priority. And the
locals of the place are thankful to the
soldiers for helping them with mostly
every need of theirs. Whatever we
have here is because of the Indian

Fugitive hijacker of 1981 Indian Airlines
flight reveals his location in Islamabad

Army. We cannot forget what the will get more tourists in future, all the

Indian army has done for the people
of Gurez. They live in our hearts. The
change that
happened in the
last few years |
specially after &
Jammu Kashmir j %
became a Union
Territory, we have
Mobile phone S =s
service herel
now. We are
thankful to the
Indian Army that
our daughters are able to give online
classes from Gurez. We are thankful
to the Indian Army for opening Gurez
as the tourist destination. Army is
securing the area and are helping us
to bring the tourists here and from the

lot of tourists. And we are hopeful we

projects running here are because of
the Indian army,'" said Ghulam

Mohamad
Kanzalwan, Gurez. There are dozens
of new hotels and homestays that
have opened in the Gurez Valley. The
locals are converting their houses
into homestays and allowing tourists
last two years we are finally gettinga to experience the culture and

Lone, Sarpanch,

heritage of the Gurez Valley. All these

hoteliers and guest house owners are
profiting from the tourist arrivals.
There are numerous camp sites across
the Gurez valley run by the locals. The
trekkers from across the world have been
visiting and hiking the mountains of the
himalayan region. "We opened in the
month of May and we have been able to
do a business of around 9 lakh rupees.
All the hotels and guest houses were
booked. This place had ceasefire
violations, shelling but from the last few
years it has become peaceful, and it has
also become a tourist hub. We are sure
our future is bright and there is a lot of
talent here. Kashmir is the real heaven
and now people are finding new places
in the valley to visit. We could have not
done anything without the help of the
Indian army. The army interacted with
the tourists and gave them a different
experience of the place," said Mohsin
Lone, hotelier.

Bharat Jodo Yatra: A Bumpy Road
Lies Ahead for The Congress, with

(SAIl Bureau)-Gajinder Singh, a wanted
terrorist and the runaway hijacker of an
Indian Airlines flight to Lahore in 1981,
revealed his whereabouts in Pakistan through
a Facebook post on Monday, contradicting
Islamabad's denial that he was not there.
An image of the co-
founder of the
hardline group Dal
Khalsa standing in
front of the
Gurdwara Pania
Sahib at Hasan
Abdal in Pakistan's
Punjab province
was posted on his
Facebook page.
On September 29,
1981, Gajinder was
one of five men who
commandeered an
Indian Airlines jet carrying 111 passengers
and six crew members and forced it to land
in Lahore. They demanded the release of
Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale and several other
fanatics from the Khalistan movement.

A Pakistani court found him and the other
four guilty and sentenced them to life in
prison. After spending 14 years in prison,
they were all freed in October 1994. He then
took a flight to Germany before being sent
back to Pakistan.

Gajinder's name was on India's list of the 20
most wanted terrorists in 2002. Although
Pakistan disputes his being there, India has
been requesting that he be deported.

The unlawful taking of an aeroplane by a
person or a group is known as hijacking.
Most hijackings include forcing the pilot to
fly in accordance with the demands of the
hijacker, a practice that dates back to the
earliest hijackings.

r'} S Gajinder Singh

" 1Th-Q@

fieal ¥ faams

wRfast... See more

In some rare instances, such as the
September 11 attacks, hijackers have flown
the planes themselves and used them in
suicide attacks. In other instances, the
official pilot or co-pilot has hijacked a plane,
as was the case with Germanwings Flight
9525.

Aircraft hijacking is punishable by life in jail
or a lengthy prison term in the majority of
countries throughout the world. Aircraft
hijacking is a capital offence in the majority
of jurisdictions where the death penalty is
an acceptable sentence, including China,
India, Liberia, and the U.S. states of Georgia
and Mississippi.

A Lot Riding on The Journey

(SAI Bureau)-Congress leaders
have pulled up their socks as they
hope the Bharat Jodo Yatra lifts
their fortune and helps them race
ahead. To cover over 35,000 km,
from Kanyakumari to Kashmir, it's
also Rahul Gandhi’s ambitious
relaunch pad. Leaders though say
the idea is to project the Congress
as the only party that can be the
thread to bring the nation together.
UNCERTAIN PATH

But there are two important
events that could cast a shadow
on the yatra. One, the presidential
polls of the Congress party, and
the second the state elections in
Guijarat and Himachal Pradesh.

A top Congress source said
leaders don’t think there would
be a problem with the
presidential polls as Rahul
Gandhi is being convinced and
may agree to contest. But, not
willing to take any chances,
the Congress has made
facilities to ensure that those
who will cast their votes in the
polls, if need be, can go to
Bengaluru and do so. It is
calculated that the polls will be
around when the yatra reaches
Karnataka.

But there is a problem. Some
members of the so-called “G-23"
group of rebels are of the opinion
that this would be the best time
to make their point. Just a
reminder, Ghulam Nabi Azad
announced his resignation on the
day when the Congress was
hoping to hold a big tell-all press
conference on the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP). Also, Azad did his
Jammu rally on a day when
Rahul Gandhi did the Halla Bol
rally at the Ramlila Maidan in
Delhi.

So, as a senior G-23 member
told News18.com, “We have
something up our sleeve. We
know when to make news and
strike them. They may accuse
us of helping the BJP but the
point is we wanted to help the
Congress as well." There is
already speculation that
Shashi Tharoor may file
nomination for the top post
though he has not committed
yet. But as per sources, for
now, one of the G-23 members
plans to file nomination despite
being aware that they may not
have the numbers. But it's
about making a point.
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Bilkis Bano case: Supreme Court to hear plea
challenging release of convicts on Friday

The Supreme Court is scheduled to hear on Friday a plea challenging the release of 11 convicts in the 2002
case of Bilkis Bano’s gang-rape and murder of her seven family members during the Guijarat riots

INDIA - CURRENT AFFAIRSQIEE}

(SAIl Bureau)-The Supreme Court is
scheduled to hear the plea challenging
the release of convicts in the Bilkis Bano
case on Friday, September 9. According

set free under Gujarat's remission policy transfer of the trial from Ahmedabad to a
after their application for remission of the competent court in MumbaiOne of the
sentence was allowed. These persons convicts in the case had moved the
were convicted Supreme Court of
to the cause list, a bench of Justice Ajay in 2008 and India seeking
Rastogi and Justice BV Nagarathnawill sentenced to directions to the State
hear the case. I i f e of Gujarat to consider
A three-judge bench led by former CJI imprisonment his application for
Ramana had on 25th August issued for offences of pre-mature release
notice in the case. The court had directed rape and murder under the policy dated
all convicts who have been releasedto of her family July 9, 1992 which
be made party to the case. members. - was existing at the
The 11 convicts who were sentenced to Even though the crime was time of his conviction.A bench headed by
life imprisonment in the case were committed in the State of Gujarat, the Justice Ajay Rastogi in May 2022 held
released last month. The convicts were Supreme Court in 2004 directed the that once the crime was committed in

Guijarat, after the trial was concluded
and judgment of conviction came to be
passed, all further proceedings
including remission or pre-mature
release, have to be considered in
terms of the policy which is
applicable in the State of Gujarat.
The apex Court had, therefore,
directed the Gujarat government to
consider the application of one of
the convicts for pre-mature release
in terms of its policy dated July 9, 1992,
which is applicable on the date of
conviction and to be decided within a
period of two months.

(SAI Bureau)-A special National
Investigation Agency (NIA) court
rejected the bail application of
journalist-activist Gautam
Navlakha, arrested in April 2020,
in connection with the Elgar
Parishad case.

“Perusal of the chargesheet,
there is ample material against
Gautam Navlakha. Prima-facie
Navlakha seems to be connected
with the alleged offence,” said a
special court under the NIA Act.
Special judge Rajesh Kataria,
while rejecting the bail of Gautam
Navlakha, an accused in the
Elgar Parishad case, said, “The

offence is very serious in nature.
In view of the seriousness of the
offence and the prima-facie
material against him, he is not
entitled to the grant of bail.”
Navlakha is one of the 15
accused in the 2018 case who
is yet to see framing of charges
to begin the trial. Navlakha is a
human rights activist and former
secretary of the People's Union
for Democratic Rights and was
arrested in August 2018 but was
initially placed under house
arrest.

He was later moved to Taloja
Central Prison in Maharashtrain

April 2020 after a Supreme Court
order. Navlakha moved the
application in the month of April
seeking balil.

Advocates Harshwardhan
Akolkar and Wahab Khan,
appearing for Navlakha, had
argued that the writer is falsely
implicated in the crime.

“He has no concern about the
alleged offence. Itis not the case
of the prosecution that Navlakha
was present at the spot of
incident on the day of incident.
The FIR was lodged in 2018.
There is nothing on record to
connect the applicant with a

Eying Congress's revival ahead of 2024 polls, Rahul
Gandhi to launch 'Bharat Jodo Yatra' in Kanyakumari

(SAI Bureau)-Congress leader Rahul Gandhi is

from Kanyakumari today (September 7) and will

set to launch the party's 'Bharat Jodo Yatra' from end in Kashmir. The yatra will cover a distance

Kanyakumari
today. Earlier today,
Rahul Gandhi
visited his father
and former prime
minister  Rajiv
Gandhi's memorial
in Tamil Nadu's
Sriperumbudur.
Rajiv Gandhi was
assassinated in a
suicide bombing in

Sriperumbudur on May 21, 1991.Rahul Gandhi
paid floral tribute at his father's memorial. "I lost
my father to the politics of hate and division. |
will not lose my beloved country to it too. Love
will conquer hate. Hope will defeat fear. Together,
we will overcome," he tweeted.The yatra will start

of 3,500
kilometres across
12 states and will
take about 150
days to
complete.The five-
month-long yatra
is seen as a

g

strategy by
. P COongress  to
improve its

~< chances in the

2024 elections. Rahul Gandhi arrived in Chennai
on Tuesday night. Meanwhile, a day before the
launch of the much-touted 3,570-km 'Bharat Jodo
Yatra', the Congress said it is a "transformational
moment" for Indian politics and a "decisive
moment" for the party's rejuvenation.

larger conspiracy. The provisions
of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act are not
applicable," Navlakha's lawyers
had argued.

They further added, “There is no
material in the entire
charge-sheet which shows that
Navlakha has in any manner
intended or supported any act
which disrupts the sovereignty or
territorial integrity of India.
Navlakha is old. He has been in
prison for 1 year and 10 months
and has a number of ailments. He
has no criminal antecedents. He
is ready to abide by the conditions
imposed. The trial is delayed and
it would take a long time.”

On the other hand, the probe
agency had vehemently opposed
the application on the grounds that
the charges against Navlakha were
serious. Special Public Prosecutor
Prakash Shetty and advocate
Vishal Goutham had submitted
that “Navlakha is a member of CPI
(Maoist) and he was in
possession of incriminating
documents related to CPI

(Maoist), accessible exclusively
to party members. He was
actively involved in the activities
of 'Coordination of Democratic
Rights Organisation (CDRO)
and used to receive group
emails.”It was further contended
by NIA that Navlakha was
“actively involved in fixing
appointments and meetings
between active urban cadres
and underground leaders of CPI
under the garb of a fact-finding
mission. He had delivered
speeches at different forums on
many issues related to the
Kashmir separatist movement
and the Maoist movement.”

A special NIA judge began
hearing the application in the
month of July and reserved the
plea for orders in August.
Meanwhile, Navlakha's appeal
challenging the April 26
judgment of the Bombay High
Court dismissing his plea to be
transferred from Taloja Prison
and placed under house arrest
instead is pending before the
Supreme Court.
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India: Fifth-largest economy

global

By Susmita Ghosh
Since Independence Indian
economy has been riddled with
many setbacks and maladies and
on many occasions was written
off by critigues and doubters.
However, every time as if by sheer
magic her invincible spirit has
defeated various challenges and
returned even stronger.
Previously, when everyone was
worried about the future of Indian
economy amid news of an ever-
deepening crisis in the
neighbourhood and in the post-
Covid era worldwide, the breaking

y, surpasses the UK

Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
estimates 16.2 percent, was
fuelled by consumption. It
signalled a revival of domestic
demand, particularly in the service
sectors.

Pent-up demand is driving
consumption as consumers, after
two years of pandemic restrictions,
are stepping out and spending. The
service sector has seen a strong
bounce back that will get a boost
from the festival season in October
2022. still, the slowing growth of
the manufacturing sector at 4.8
percent is an area of worry. The

news came in. imports
In its 75th . being higher
Year of AWOI‘ld-beatlng rebound than exports
Independence, in |ndian StOCkS thIS is a matter
India has ; ; of concern
knocked down| quUarter has just seen their |as wei.

its colonial Weighting rise to the Additionally,
ruler, the . an uneven
united Secondspotinthe MSCl |nonsoon is
Kingdom, tol Emerging Markets Index, [likely to
be the world’s . . . weigh upon
5th largest tralllng Only ChlﬂaS agriculture
economy. growth and

The Indian economy is forecast to
grow more than 7 percent in
2022. Aworld-beating rebound in
Indian stocks this quarter has just
seen their weighting rise to the
second spot in the MSCI
Emerging Markets Index, trailing
only China's. On an adjusted
basis and using the dollar
exchange rate on the last day of
the relevant quarter, the size of
the Indian economy in "nominal"
cash terms in the quarter through
March was US$854.7 billion.
Similarly, the UK was $816
billion. The calculations were
done using the IMF database and
historic exchange rates on the
Bloomberg terminal.

India's GDP expanded
13.5 percent in Q2 2022, the
quickest pace in a year, to retain
the world's fastest growing
economy tag. But rising interest
costs and the looming threat of a

recession in major world
economies could slow the
momentum in the coming

guarters.

The Gross domestic product
(GDP) growth of 13.5 percent
year-on-year if compared to a
20.1 percent expansion in 2021
and 4.09 percent growth in Q1
2022, according to official data
released earlier this week. The
growth, though lower than the

rural demand. However, this is not
in any way dampening the mood,
and the whole of India seems to be
gaga over the news. Eminent
personalities like Uday Kotak, CEO
Kotak Group, Anand Mahindra,
Chairman Mahindra Group and RBI
deputy governor Michael Debabrata
Patra celebrated the event on
social media.
Analysts are all praise for this
achievement and are giving lots of
credit to the present ruling party,
Modi Government. The path taken
by the economy since 2014
predicts that by 2029 India may
even become the world’s third
largest economy beating Japan. It
is a stark contrast to the past
when the Indian economy was in its
budding stage and the country was
considered a developing country
with miles to go before being taken
seriously. The timing of the
development could not be more
symbolic.

The new UK Prime Minister,
Liz Truss, in her upcoming short
regime, is handed over a country with
a shaken-up economy. On the other
hand, the former colony of India, in the
75th year of Independence, is rising
up to new glory with more to come.
As per the IMF forecast, India may be
now even considered a country with
one of the fastest growing major
economies in the world.

What is at stake during Xi
Jinping’s Central Asia trip?

In what would be his first foreign trip
since the beginning of the COVID-19
outbreak, Chinese President Xi Jinping
is anticipated to meet with his Russian
counterpart, Vladimir Putin, during a
trip to the neighbouring Central Asian
country of Uzbekistan this month.
Physical absence shadow over
ambitions
Xi, 69, has participated in international

and blaming Washington and NATO for
inciting the crisis.
What is at stake?

As he runs for and is likely to win a
third five-year term as Communist Party
leader, Xi is at a pivotal juncture in his
political career. This is against
precedent, which forbids members of
the party's all-powerful Politburo
Standing Committee from serving more

conferences via
video link, but
his and other
top Chinese
officials"
physical
absences have

than two
Since the pro-democracy demonstrations |terms in an
in 2019, Xi has presided over a broad effort to

crackdown on civil rights in the city, with
opposition voices either being

imprisoned, forced into exile, or M a 0

frightened into silence

prevent a
recurrence of

Zedong's one-

cast doubt on
Beijing's objectives in terms of
international politics and trade. In order
to speak at a ceremony honouring the
25th anniversary of Hong Kong's
transfer from British to Chinese rule,
Xi only travelled outside of mainland
China for one day on July 1.

Since the pro-democracy
demonstrations in 2019, Xi has
presided over a broad crackdown on
civil rights in the city, with opposition
voices either being imprisoned, forced
into exile, or frightened into silence.

SCO meet

Putin will reportedly meet with Xi during
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) summit in
Uzbekistan, according to Russian
media. A few weeks prior to Russia's
invasion of Ukraine, the two last spoke
in January in Beijing. They jointly
stated in a statement at the time that
their relationship had "no limits." Since
then, Beijing has resisted calling
Russian aggression an invasion or even
criticising it, while simultaneously
decrying sanctions against Moscow

m a n
dictatorship. There are no explicit
threats to Xi since the party, which
tolerates no opposition, has complete
control over politics, information, and
the media. Discontent has occasionally
been expressed, though, about his
consolidation of power, the economy's
steep slowdown, the unrelenting anti-
corruption effort that has targeted
political rivals, and the tight "zero-
COVID" procedures that call for
lockdowns, quarantines, testing, and
masking that have taken a toll on the
economy and society.
Deteriorating international
relations

At the same time, China's human rights
record, its frequently abrasive
diplomacy, its claims of sovereignty in
the South China Sea, and its threats
to invade Taiwan have caused relations
with the United States, Australia, and
much of Europe to deteriorate. All
those things have led to Xi's seeming
reluctance to travel abroad for state
visits and international conferences,
along with COVID-19 travel worries.
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Bharat Jodo Yatra: Reaching the journey

The Congress’s yatrahas much to learn from the previous yatras

Tour the length and breadth of the
country, “with eyes and ears
open, but mouth shut”, was the
advice given to Gandhiji by Gopal
Krishna Gokhale. This is how he
would learn about India, its
peoples, cultures, challenges,
and aspirations on his return from
South Africa — by going on a
yatra. Gokhale was making the
obvious point that seeing and
hearing are two of the primary
ways to know the world. But
when he advised Gandhiji to
keep his “mouth shut” he was
making a subtler point. Let the
people speak, he seemed to be
counseling. Do not lecture them,
for you do not have all the
answers. They have something
to tell you. Gandhiji followed this
sage advice, and as aresult India
got a new vocabulary of politics.
Jawaharlal Nehru also undertook
a yatra, but of a different kind. It

For a stronger economy:

was a mental yatra through Indian
history as he wrote, in five
months, while in prison in
Ahmednagar jail from 1942-46,
his voluminous 700-page book,
The Discovery of India. He
marvelled not just at India’s
ancient land but also at its
culture and philosophy.
People have criticised him for
the word “discovery” in the
title, saying that no Indian
needs to discover India, only
outsiders do. Indians know
India. This is a superficial and
vacuous criticism for it has no
understanding of the
philosophical complexity of
India, its cultural diversity,
geographical variety, and long
history. India’s layered reality
can, in fact, only be known
through many lifetimes of
continuous discovery. That is
what makes it so magical. Try

understanding the significance of
the 300 Ramayanas that AK
Ramanujan mentioned and you
will see how complex and how
delightful Indiais. Aregular yatra
of the mind is certainly required

Srinagar
(Ends)

Jammu

in India. Ambala
Closer to our time, Chandra Delhi
Shekhar undertook a 4,260 km Alwar
six-month padayatra, later called

Bharat Yatra, from Kanyakumari Kota

to Rajghat in 1983. In the
Commemorative Volume
published by Parliament, he
says of his yatra: “When we
started, it was doubtful whether
people would react positively to
Bharat Yatra or would take it as
a political drama. But all through
the yatra, the villagers who were
illiterate, who were ignorant, who
were helpless, lined up in large
numbers to receive the
volunteers who were walking.
(Contd. on page 29)
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—— Total Distance ——
3,570 km

Vikarabad innearly five months
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We need

economic reforms beyond liberalisation

Focus must be on leveraging India's special circumstances and areas where India has acomparative advantage

The Indian economy was expected to
collapse due to the pandemic. But its
recovery has been better than that of
most countries. Appropriate counter-
cyclical policy enabled this but it worked

because reforms had reached a &

threshold of adequacy. In the recent

past growth suffered because of an 3
excessive focus on structural reforms

while neglecting the smoothening of
shocks. Current policy has responded
to the latter. But talk of the necessity of
reforms is again in the air. So what
reforms are required?

A major objective of international
institutions such as the IMF-WB is to
ensure advantages to other countries
from India’s growth, in particular to their
main financiers who are the large capital
exporting countries. It follows that they
want to ensure freer markets and fewer
restrictions on all types of capital flows.
Much of this is in India’s interest since
we need more capital and better
integration with world markets. But a
democracy cannot ignore the concerns
of its own citizens. The IMF-WB holy
trinity of structural land, labour and other
market-opening reforms harms many
domestic citizens and, beyond a point,

runs into severe resistance that
imposes large political
costs.Liberalisation has reached a point
of diminishing returns. Whatever was
feasible in the above is surely in motion
by now. Further organic reform will take
place as states compete. Improving the
supply-side has many other aspects. In
choosing from the reform menu, the
Centre must be guided by feasibility and
pragmatism and ensure that benefits
accrue to a majority.The focus should
be on leveraging the special
circumstances that currently favour
India. These include the impetus Covid-
19 has given to digital aspects, where
India has a comparative advantage, the
possibility of supply chain diversification
away from China, moving to a net zero
economy and harnessing green

public sector banks (PSBs), starting
with those doing well. But the argument
that PSBs are a drain on taxpayers’

| money is based on the experience of

Y
initiatives as a source of investment and
innovation. Attention should be given to
developing skills and capabilities,
improving employability, augmenting
infrastructure, reducing logistics and
other business costs through better
Centre-state coordination, and
enhancing the quality of governance and
counter-cyclical regulation with good
incentives. Much can be done to improve
data use and privacy, functioning of
courts and police. Instead of wasting
political capital on reforms that
encounter large resistance and shock
the system, reforms should enhance
favourable trends.

Yet, reform suggestions continue with
the liberalisation agenda.

Privatisation of banks: There is a
recommendation to privatise most

the last decade. In the 2000s, they were
doing better than private banks and
withstood the global financial crisis
better. NPAs rose because they were
pushed into lending to infrastructure
where there are inherent asset liability
mismatches for commercial banks.
Moreover, it was the first time that the
lending was to private companies.
Therefore, a full resolution had to await
the setting up of the missing regulatory
framework for bankruptcy. Improvements
in PSB governance and risk-based
lending profiles have resulted in falling
NPA ratios and strong capital adequacy
even under the pandemic shocks. Social
schemes that were a drain on PSB
resources are now largely financed
through direct subsidies by the
government.Diversity in institutions and
approaches makes for a more stable
financial sector. PSBs are trusted by
many savers. They have garnered Rs
1.7 trillion in their Jan Dhan accounts,
while private banks have hardly any.
(Contd. on page 29)
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Why Rishi Sunak lost UK PMraceto Liz Truss

Indian-origin British politician and
former chancellor Rishi Sunak lost the
race to become the next prime
minister of the United Kingdom to
fellow Conservative leader Liz Truss.
Sunak, who was leading the race in
the initial phase of campaigning,
reportedly lost out on his PM bid due
to his growing unpopularity within and
outside the Conservative Party. On
Monday, Liz Truss became the third
woman to become the prime minister
of Britain after defeating Rishi Sunak
with 81,326 votes to 60,399 among
party members.

After the result was
announced, Rishi Sunak called the
Conservatives as "one family" and
gave a call to unite behind Liz Truss
as "she steers the country through
difficult times". Even as his post-
election message shows Conservative
unity and optimism, reports suggest
that Rishi Sunak might not even
feature in the new cabinet under Liz
Truss.

LOSING SUPPORT
CONSERVATIVES

Hours after Boris Johnson resigned
as the prime minister on July 8, Rishi
Sunak threw his hat into the ring to
become his successor. Even as this
move put him ahead in the race to
the PM post, he started losing support
of top Conservatives. Conservative
leader Sajid Javid, once a close ally
of Sunak, openly endorsed Liz
Truss's candidature, warning that
Sunak’s economic prescription would
mean “sleepwalking into a high-tax,
low-growth” economy. Nadhim
Zahawi, another minister in the Boris
Johnson cabinet, had backed Liz
Truss, saying that the UK needs a
'booster" attitude to the economy, not
a 'doomster’ one.

IMAGE OF ABACKSTABBER

One of the major reasons why Rishi
Sunak fell out with the Conservatives
was his perceived betrayal of Boris
Johnson. After Boris Johnson resigned
facing a series of scandals, Rishi
Sunak too quit the government,
saying that the "public rightly expect
government to be conducted properly,
competently and seriously". Soon
after he quit the government, Rishi
Sunak uploaded his campaign video
'Ready for Rishi', which purportedly
made some quarters of the Tory
leaders believe that he brought down
the Boris Johnson-led government for
his personal ambitions. There were
also reports that Rishi Sunak had
been planning his campaign for the
Conservative top post for a long time
-- even before the Boris Johnson
government ran into controversies.
According to a report in Daily Mail,
the domain name of Rishi Sunak's
leadership campaign website,
readyforrishi.com, was registered on
December 23, 2021.

GROWING UNPOPULARITY
According to a YouGov poll, one in
five Tory members held an

OF

unfavourable view of Rishi Sunak,
specifically because he helped depose
Boris Johnson. While his resignation
as chancellor found initial support from
the Tories (57 per cent), a poll
conducted at the start of August
suggested that at least 51 per cent of
Conservative members thought his
decision to quit was wrong. A week
before the leadership results were to
be announced, Rishi Sunak's
favourability among the Conservatives
fell to 51 per cent, falling far behind Liz
Truss who had the backing of 73 per
cent of the Conservatives, according to
a YouGov survey.

Even when Rishi Sunak was the
chancellor, his approval rating among
the public was declining. As of August
8, 2022, only 22 per cent of the people
thought that Rishi Sunak was doing a
good job as a chancellor, as against
his rating two years ago -- 48 per cent,
according to a YouGov survey.

RISHI SUNAK AND

CONTROVERSIES

Rishi Sunak also found himself at the
centre of some controversies. In
August, a video went viral where Rishi
Sunak was seen admitting that he
diverted money from deprived urban
areas to other parts of the country. “We
inherited a bunch of formulas from
Labour that shoved all the funding into
deprived urban areas and that
needed to be undone. | started the
work of undoing that,” Rishi Sunak
was heard saying in the video. Rishi
Sunak's wealthy status also
brought him under question. Sunak
is married to Akshata Murthy,
daughter of Infosys founder
Narayana Murthy, who owns 0.93
per cent stake worth £690 million in
the tech company. In May this year,
Rishi Sunak and his wife featured
in The Sunday Times UK Rich List
of the top 250 wealthiest people in the
UK. Rishi Sunak's prime ministerial
ambitions took a hit in April after reports

came out revealing that his wife holds
a non-domiciled status in the UK, and
hence does not pay British taxes on
her foreign earnings. Sunak also
criticised the handling of Covid-19
pandemic by the Boris Johnson
government, saying it had been a
mistake to "empower" scientists and
that the downsides of lockdowns were
suppressed.

WHAT NEXT FOR RISHI SUNAK
After losing to Liz Truss in the
Conservative Party leadership race,
reports suggest that Rishi Sunak might
not even get a job in the new cabinet. A
report by The Guardian suggests that Liz
Truss'’s team has decided on which Tory
leaders will be awarded key cabinet
posts. Rishi Sunak'’s name has
reportedly not made the list, the report
states. If Rishi Sunak is not offered a post
in the Liz Truss cabinet, it would be a
break from the tradition, whereby most
unsuccessful leadership contenders have
been offered posts.

Queen Elizabeth appoints Liz
Truss as UK prime minister

Queen Elizabeth appointed Liz Truss as the UK prime minister on Tuesday.
ral, Scotland

Liz
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Liz Truss, who was named leader of the Conservative
Party on Monday, has been appointed UK Prime Minister
and First Lord of the Treasury during her audience with
the Queen.

Liz Truss took office on Tuesday afternoon at Balmoral
Castle in Scotland, when Queen Elizabeth Il formally
asked her to form a new government. Boris Johnson,
who announced his intention to step down as UK PM
two months ago, formally resigned during his own
audience with the queen a short time earlier.It was the
first time in the Queen’s 70-year reign that the handover
of power took place at Balmoral, rather than at
Buckingham Palace in London.

Following her royal audience, 47-year-old Truss will be

flown right back to 10 Downing Street in London to
deliver her inaugural speech as the Prime Minister
before going on to unveil some key Cabinet posts.
LIZ TRUSS WINS UK PM RACE

Liz Truss was elected as the next UK Prime Minister
on Monday, defeating her rival, former finance minister
Rishi Sunak, to win the Tory leadership contest. Liz
Truss polled 81,326 votes, compared to Rishi Sunak's
60,399 in an election with a high turnout of 82.6 per
cent. Liz Truss is the third female Prime Minister in
Britain, after Margaret Thatcher and Theresa May.
Following an inaugural speech, Liz Truss is likely to
announce the key ministerial portfolios in her Cabinet
later today.
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Malaysiaunder siege—adespot’s continued machination

The pathological lies and constant attack on Najib and the consequent pairing with a fractured

opposition gave Mahathir a comeback platform under the guise of “reform” in 2018

Tunku  Abdul Rahman,
Malaysia’s first Prime Minister
and the Father of the Nation,
aptly depicted the ultra-
Machiavellian machinations of
Mahathir Mohammad who had
totally destroyed the
independence of the Malaysian
judiciary in the 90’s.

“You see, the whole trouble today
is, when he took over, he was
trying to make sure he would
stay on in power™. “He then
imposed his rule of despotism or
tyranny on this country, at the
expense of law and order”.
“They set up a dictatorship. To
be a complete dictator, you've got
to take control of

everything. But the judiciary is
still independent. There’s only
one thing blocking his way, the
independent judiciary. Now he
wants to compromise that
independence.”

“The time will come. We will have
to find a way to put this man in
his place.” “We cannot at the
moment because he controls the
law —what do you do with a man
like that? But the time will come..”
Disruption to install the
“prodigal son”

This is the despotism of Mahathir
Mohamad that was unleashed
upon the nation for 22
uninterrupted years till 2003. He

then relented by handing over the
reins to his Deputy, Abdollah
Badawi. However, within a span
of three years, Mahathir was
back with his evil machinations
to eliminate Badawi and to
replace him with Najib Razak,
the son of Malaysia's second
Prime Minister, in 2009. Then in
2013 Mahathir, who actually
wanted his son to be set in line
to inherit the Premiership, set
upon to ouster Najib Razak.
The pathological lies and
constant attack on Najib and the
consequent pairing with a
fractured opposition gave
Mahathir a comeback platform
under the guise of “reform” in
2018. This led to Mahathir having
another 22-month stint as Prime
Minister. During this 22-month
stint, he re-aligned key
institutions, namely the Attorney
General’s Chambers, the Anti-
Corruption Commission and
most importantly, the Judiciary.
Musical chairs to further de-
stabilise a nation

Malaysia, a rising Southeast
Asian economy blessed with
natural resources, has
experienced severe economic
lethargy since the re-emergence
of this nonagenarian as the
Prime Minister. From 2018 to the
present time, Malaysia has

played political musical chairs
with unabated party-hopping
instigated by Mahathir. This has
resulted in Malaysia actually
having three different
governments headed by three
separate Prime Ministers in a
short span of four years.
Justice gone awry

While the 1IMDB and SRC court
proceedings of Najib Razak are
well documented, they never

really reflected the true
substance of the judicial
process.

Najib was denied several basic
defences enshrined in the
constitution, namely:

1. Not having access to Zeti
Akhtar’s, the governor of the
Malaysian Central Bank, criminal
investigations. This was the case
highlighted by the Singapore
authorities who had seized her
family accounts in Singapore due
to large payments received from
Jho Low, the principal operator
of IMBD.

2. No actual criminal
proceedings were undertaken on
Nor Mohammad Yakub, the
cabinet member under Najib’s
administration who was
principally involved with raising
the required financing for LIMDB
and who was also implicated by
the Singapore authorities for

payments received from Jho Low.
3. Justice Nazlan Ghazali, the
judge who presided over Najib’'s
SRC trial and who initially
sentenced him. Justice Nazlan
was actually the legal advisor for
the bank that oversaw the
financial transaction on SRC. He
was also later found to have been
directly involved in the raising of
funds for SRC through the bank
and to also said to have received
gratification(s) from Jho Low.
Despite a formal investigation
conducted by the Malaysian
Anti-Corruption Commission on
Justice Nazlan, and the overt
media acknowledgement by the
Attorney General, no-less, it was
not admitted to Najib’'s defence
due to a later veiled retraction by
the Attorney General himself.
Justto note, Justice Nazlan never
recused himself from
adjudicating on Najib’'s case nor
has he recanted.

4. Najib’s application for an
outside counsel in January 2022,
a Queen’s Council from the UK,
was summarily dismissed by the
Federal Court in July 20022, after
7 months, giving him very little
time to re-organize his defence
enshrined in the constitution.

5. In late July, having very little
choice, Najib hired a fresh set of
Malaysian lawyers who had expert

advice from several senior Indian
legal experts. These lawyers set
upon to study voluminous
documents. The size and depth
of these documents was recently
corroborated by the former
Attorney General, Tommy Thomas
in his latest interview in the
Malaysian media. On 15 August
2022, this new legal team
representing Najib requested the
Federal Court of Appeals, presided
by the Chief Justice, for an
extension of time to familiarise
with the voluminous documents.
This was summarily rejected by
the Chief Justice. Najib’s legal
team had no other option but to
withdraw from the case leaving him
unrepresented.
The Chief Justice pushed through
the appeal and fast forwarded the
judgment 3 days earlier than the
set schedule.
6. Throughout the trial, several key
personalities intimately involved with
SRC were never produced in court,
namely Jho Low and Nik Faisal (the
CEO of SRC). Both of these
individuals are believed to be
absconding from Malaysia. Although,
Wall Street Journal journalists who
wrote the book “The Billion Dollar
Whale” on Joh Low, have recently
confirmed the sighting of Jho Lowwho
is unabashedly enjoying life in China.
(Contd. on page 29)

A Supreme Court committee,
which enquired into a security
lapse after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’'s convoy stuck
on a flyover in Punjab on 5
January 2022 blamed the
Ferozepur SSP saying he failed

maintain law and order.

“He failed to do this even though
sufficient force was available
and even though he was
informed two hours before, that
the Prime Minister will enter that
route,” said the CJI after
perusing the report of the
committee which was headed
by a former apex court judge,
Justice Indu Malhotra.

The court said it would forward
the report to the Centre for
appropriate action. Solicitor

to discharge his duty to °

General Tushar Mehta, for the
Centre, had contended during the
hearing of the case that there had
been a “complete intelligence
failure” on the part of the Punjab
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government particularly the
erstwhile Charanjit Singh Channi-
led dispensation of the Congress.
While the court may have only
indicted the Ferozepur SSP, the

From sabotage to subversion: How Congress rolein
Bhatinda security scare for PM Modi is unplugged

The people of Indiawill never forgive the withered and jaded Congress party for doing what it did on 5 January 2022

fact of the matter is, the SSP in
this case was supposed to have
been directly reporting to the chief
minister at that time, Channi, in
this case. All preparations and

.. about the fact that the
1 erstwhile Congress regime

{1 which could have escalated

protocol-related matters
pertaining to the prime
minister’s visit were directly
supervised by the then chief
minister (Channi), with the
SSP being just a small cog
in the wheel. That being the
case, there can be no doubt

under Channi failed to contain
a massive security lapse,

into something far more
serious. The terminal decline
of the Congress is not limited
only to debilitating electoral
debacles in the last seven years,
but the downhill journey is more
about the ethical lapse within the
party.

(Contd on page 30)
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The politica

The United Kingdom’s next prime
minister, Liz Truss, takes power as a
traditional, low-tax Conservative
Eurosceptic promising to turbo-charge
economic growth. Her position is the
polar opposite of how she started out, as
the Liberal Democrat-supporting daughter
from a family of progressives, who
opposed the monarchy and Brexit.Her
self-styled lifelong political “journey” has
prompted criticism that she lacks genuine
conviction and prioritises power over
ideology. But her straight-talking style,
calls for a smaller state and championing
of free trade have proved popular with
grassroots Conservatives. Truss, 47,
campaigned on a platform of slashing
taxes and bulldozing bureaucratic
“orthodoxy”, particularly in the finance
ministry where she once worked.

“For a party that's gone in a quite populist
direction in recent years, she’s been able
to present herself as more authentic,
more ordinary,” said Tim Bale, of the
Queen Mary University of London. “She
sets herself up as — despite having been
in government for eight years — almost
outside that establishment and therefore
the kind of person that you can rely on to
represent you against that so-called
‘blob’.”

Heir to Thatcher?

“She’s always been outspoken. She’s
always been a disrupter,” said Mark
Littlewood, head of the Institute of
Economic Affairs think-tank and a former

member of Oxford University’s Liberal
Democrat club with Truss. “You really
need to understand Elizabeth Truss as a
kind of free market liberal,” he told AFP.
Truss’s rise to become the UK’s third
female prime minister has inevitably led
to comparisons with the first: Margaret
Thatcher. As foreign secretary for the past
year, Truss has been pictured riding atop
a tank and sporting a Russian fur hat in
Moscow, just like the Tory icon. But she
has batted away any suggestion of a
deliberate visual ploy. Yet like the “Iron
Lady”, she is faced with the daunting task
of leading the UK out of decades-high
inflation, a worsening cost-of-living crisis
and industrial action. Financial Times
political commentator Robert Shrimsley
believes Truss is the heir not to Thatcher
but to Boris Johnson’s “cakeism”
doctrine — being “pro having cake and
pro eating it".

She was, he wrote, the choice
of a Conservative party that “dislikes hard
choices” in contrast to her beaten rival,
former finance minister Rishi Sunak, who
campaigned for fiscal discipline. ‘Human
hand grenade’ As foreign secretary, Truss
spearheaded a raft of trade deals following
the UK’s divorce from the European
Union. Truss has branded her initial
opposition to Brexit a mistake, despite
growing evidence of its economic costs,
and has repositioned herself as a
champion of the cause. Issues around
new trade arrangements in Northern

Ireland are causing friction with
Washington and Brussels and could prove
problematic early in her tenure. On the
international stage, she has also forcefully
confronted Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
But her initial encouragement of Britons
to fight there was slapped down by the
military establishment and fuelled
criticism that she lacks judgement.
Johnson’s former top aide Dominic
Cummings likens her to a “human hand
grenade”, and some MPs have accused
her of excessive self-promotion. Truss
admits to not being the “slickest
presenter”. She is still mocked online for
a bizarre speech she gave as environment
minister in 2014, offering impassioned
support for British cheese and pork.
Liberal Democrat to Tory

Truss grew up first in Scotland and
then in an affluent suburb of Leeds,
northern England. Her mother was a
nurse, teacher, and campaigner for
nuclear disarmament who took her on
protests, and her father was a left-wing
maths professor. Some characterised
her former Department for International
Trade as the “Department for
Instagramming Truss” because of her
prolific output on social media. During
the Tory leadership campaign, Truss
criticised her Leeds school for
fostering “low expectations”. That
prompted a backlash from teachers,
contemporaries, and locals who
accuse her of inventing an “insulting”

Journey of Liz Truss to 10 Downing Street

backstory to curry favour with the Tory
right. Despite the school’'s supposed
failings, she went on to Oxford, where —
like Sunak — she graduated in
philosophy, politics, and economics. At
Oxford, she was president of the
university’s Liberal Democrat branch. At
the party’s national conference in 1994,
she gave a speech calling for the abolition
of the monarchy. “l was a bit of a teenage
controversialist,” Truss admitted during
campaigning.

By her own admission, her
switch to the Conservatives shocked her
parents, but she says her beliefs had
evolved. A recent Times profile said her
parents have been dismayed as she rose
through the Tory ranks and left unable to
discuss their daughter with others. After
university, Truss worked in the energy
sector, including for Shell, and
telecommunications before entering
politics a decade later. She was a local
councillor in southeast London for four
years and became an MP in 2010, part
of a new generation of women and
minority candidates encouraged by then-
party leader David Cameron. He faced
down protests from the local party in the
agricultural Southwest Norfolk
constituency after it emerged that Truss
had been having an extra-marital affair
with a fellow Tory. Her critics were dubbed
the “Turnip Taliban”. Truss’s marriage to
an accountant survived the episode. They
have two daughters.

Govt's push for International trade In rupee: why and how

While the move to allow trade settlements between India and other countries in rupees was

seen to primarily benefit trading with Russia, it was also expected to help check dollar

outflow and

slow the depreciation of the rupee to a “very limited extent”

The Finance Ministry was scheduled
to meet with stakeholders including
banks and the Ministries of External
Affairs and Commerce to discuss ways
to promote international trade in rupee
instead of the United States dollar.
The meeting will be attended by
representatives of Reserve Bank of
India, Indian Banks Association, the
representative body of banks, and
industry bodies, PTI reported on
Tuesday (September 6). Banks would
be told to ask exporters to negotiate
on rupee trade, the report said, quoting
sources.

On July 11 this year, the RBIl issued a
circular saying it had decided “to put
in place an additional arrangement for
invoicing, payment, and settlement of
exports/ imports in INR”. The idea, the
RBI said, was to “promote growth of
global trade with emphasis on exports
from India and to support the

increasing interest of global trading
community in INR”,

While the move to allow trade
settlements between India and other
countries in rupees was seen to
primarily benefit trading with Russia,
it was also expected to help check
dollar outflow and slow the depreciation
of the rupee to a “very limited extent”.

Way it would work

To settle trade transactions with any
country, banks in India would open
Vostro accounts of correspondent
bank/s of the partner country for
trading. Indian importers can pay for
their imports in INR into these
accounts. These earnings from imports
can then be used to pay Indian
exporters in INR.

A Vostro account is an account that a
correspondent bank holds on behalf of
another bank — for example, HSBC
Vostro account is held by SBI in India.

Currently, exports or imports by a
company are always in a foreign
currency, with exceptions such as
Nepal and Bhutan. So, in case of
imports, the Indian company has to
pay in a foreign currency, which is
mainly dollars, but could also be
pounds, euros, or yen, etc.

The Indian company gets paid in foreign
currency in case of exports and the
company converts that foreign
currency to rupee since it needs rupee
for its requirements in most of the
cases.

Expected use

While the RBI order did not say so,
the arrangement was expected to be
used primarily for Russia. “There are
sanctions on Russia post the Ukraine
war and the country is off the SWIFT
system (system used by banks for
payments in foreign currency). This
means payments do not have to be

made in foreign currency and this
arrangement would help both
Russia and India,” Madan Sabnavis,
chief economist at the Bank of
Baroda, had told The Indian
Express at the time.
Sabnavis said it was not likely that
the arrangement would be extended
to other countries. “We may want
to, but others may not accept it as
they may need foreign currency to
pay for their own imports,” he said,
adding that Sri Lanka may also want
us to pay in dollars or any other foreign
currency.

Fall of rupee
The arrangement was not expected to
help arrest the fall of the rupee to any
significant extent. The rupee, like all
global currencies, has been depreciating
against the dollar, and the general trend
has been towards a steady weakening for
several months now.
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With much pomp and
pageantry, the Indian Navy
commissioned INS Vikrant, its
first home-built aircraft carrier,
last week. With this, India joins
the elite club of the world’s naval
powers with more than one
aircraft/helicopter carrier. The
vessel —262m (860ft) long and
almost 60m (197ft) tall — can
house up to 30 fighter planes
and helicopters. With 14 decks,
the ship has over 2,300
compartments and can
accommodate 1,700 personnel.
It has a top speed of around 28
knots (more than 50 km per
hour) and a cruising speed of 18
knots, with an endurance of
about 7,500 nautical miles.
Most importantly, with over 76%
of the material and equipment
on board being indigenous —
including 21,500 tonnes of
special grade steel —the vessel
highlights the slow but steady
progress made by the Indian
defence industry in achieving
the much-needed defence
indigenisation.

However, some questions still
remain unanswered. For
instance, does India need an
aircraft carrier, or should it invest
in sea denial tools? If it needs a
carrier, then is this the right
kind? Finally, what is the Indian
Navy’s approach towards the
Indian Ocean Region (IOR) and
has it invested in the right kind
of tools to achieve it?

There has been an everlasting
debate over the past 70 years

Sea Control or Sea Denia

on sea denial and sea control.
Although itis partially ideological,
it is highly relevant to a country
with limited resources to spare for
defence procurements. Moreovet,
the debate gained renewed
impetus since the rise of the
People’s Liberation Army Navy
(PLA) as one of the strongest
naval powers in the Indo-Pacific
region in the past 20 years.
Broadly, sea control can be
understood as the capability to
use a defined sea area, for a
defined period, for a defined
purpose, and simultaneously
deny the sea to the enemy. It is
exercised using a combination of
capital-intensive ships, fixed-wing
aircraft, helicopters and
amphibious capabilities. It is an
expensive affair and requires
sustained modernisation.

In contrast, a sea denial strategy
means denying the adversary use
of a sea area for a certain
duration. Itis a part of sea control
and could be used offensively to
lower an adversary’s war-waging
capabilities by limiting its freedom
to navigate. Submarines
combined with surface ships,
helicopters, mines and surface-
to-surface missiles are optimal
tools for exercising sea denial.
Seadenial is a relatively cheaper
option as sea control requires
sustained capital investment for
a prolonged period.

A country’s objectives define
whether it opts for denial or
control. For instance, China
characterises Near Seas

- Does India Real

Defence (jinhai fangyu) as a
regional, defensive strategy
concerned with ensuring China’s
territorial sovereignty and
maritime rights and interests.
The Chinese strategy’s primary
focus is to deny the upper hand
to the adversary in the near seas
(the Yellow Sea, East China
Sea, South China Sea, and
areas in and around the first
island chain) by preparing to
fight and win informatised local
wars (xinxi hua). It almost took
20 years for China to achieve
this, and now there are
indications that China is
steadily shifting from sea denial
to sea control.

However, the Indian Naval
Doctrine categorically states
that its approach is structured
around sea control. “Sea control
is not an end in itself. It is a
means to a higher end and very
often a prerequisite for other
maritime operations and
objectives, including power
projection, SLOC protection,
SLOC interdiction and
amphibious operations. Sea
control is an enabler that affords
freedom of action to those who
possess it, but deni